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NOTICE. 



Thb Committee of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge are desirous of explaining the degree of superintend- 
ence which they think that they ought to exercise with respect to 
this puhlication. 

It will of course be their duty not to sanction anything incon- 
sistent with the general principles of the Society. Subject, however, 
to this general superintendence, they feel that the objects of the 
Society will be better forwarded by placing before the readers of 
this work the sentiments of able and liberal men, and thus enabling 
them to form their own conclusions, as well from the difference as 
from the agreement of the writers, than by proposing to them, as 
if from authority, any fixed rule of judgment, or one uniform set of 
opinions. It would also be inconsistent with the respect which the 
Committee entertain for the persons engaged in the preparation of 
these papers, were they to require them strictly to submit their 
own opinions to any rule that should be prescribed to them. If, 
therefore, the general effect of a paper be favourable to the objects 
of the Society, the Committee will feel themselves at liberty to 
direct its publication : the details must be the author's alone, and 
the opinions expressed on each particular question must be con- 
sidered as his, and not those of the Committee. As they do not 
profess to make themselves answerable for the details of each par- 
ticular essay, they cannot, of course, undertake for the exact con- 
formity of the representations which different authors may make of 
the same facts ; nor, indeed, do they, for the reasons already given, 
feel that such conformity is requisite. 

By Order of the Committee, 

Thomas Coates, Secretary. 
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND. 

TN the first Number of the Journal of Education*, we 
•■• pledged ourselves to return to this subject, for the pur- 
pose of showing how the emoluments of the parochial school- 
masters may be increased without diminishing their usefulness, 
and how several defects at present existing in the Scottish 
system of elementary schools may be remedied. During 
the last session of parliament, the subject was frequently 
brought under the notice of both houses of the legislature, 
by petitions from the schoolmasters themselves ; and, as 
these petitions have been seconded by a recommendation 
to his Majesty's government from the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, there can be little doubt that 
their prayer will be granted, in one form or another, at no 
very distant date. In the meantime, it is of the greatest 
importance that the subject should be fully discussed, and 
especially that inquiry should be made in what manner the 
existing statutes may be most advantageously amended. In 
the present article, therefore, we shall first detail the several 
provisions of these statutes ; after which we shall point out 
the changes and improvements, which have been rendered 
necessary by the altered circumstances of the country, and 
shall consider the best mode of carrying them into effect. 
In the first branch of this inquiry, we shall be led to repeat 
some of the statements contained in the former article to 
which we have referred ; but for this our readers will require 
no apology, as, to serve our present purpose, they must ne- 
cessarily be a great deal more minute. 

When the protestant religion was established in Scotland, 
it Mas proposed by Knox and the other reformers, that the 
ecclesiastical revenues should be divided into three portions, 

* Vol. i. p. 24. 
Oct. 1834— Jan. 1835. B 



2 Elementary Education in Scotland. 

the first to be applied to the maintenance of the clergy, the 
second to the erection and endowment of schools and colleges, 
and the third to the support of the poor. The nobles« how- 
ever, who had already appropriated the greater part of the 
church property, declared the proposal to be visionary and 
impracticable ; and it was not till many years afterwards^ that a 
scanty provision for only the first of these purposes was reluct- 
antly drawn from them. But the reformed clergy, even in the 
midst of their own privations, did not lose sight of the second 
part of their scheme. In 1567^ they procured an act of parlia- 
ment for the reformation of the universities and colleges, and of 
all borough and landward (country) schools, and for preventing 
any one from teaching, either publicly or privately, who had 
not been examined and found qualified by the superintendents 
or visitors of the church. Under the authority of this statute, 
the General Assembly, in 1595, enjoined the presbyteries to 
visit the grammar schools in all the towns within their 
bounds^ and to '^ deal with the magistrates for augmentation 
of their stipends." In 1615, an act of the Scottish Privy 
Council gave power to the bishops, with the consent of 
a majority of the heritors, to levy an assessment from the 
proprietors of land, for the purpose of establishing a school in 
every parish. This act of Council was confirmed by an act of 
parliament in 1633 : and, in 1638, the several presbyteries of 
the Church were recommended by the Assembly to see that 
these enactments were enforced in their respective districts ; 
that able men were provided for the charge of teaching youth, 
catechising the common people, and precenting the psalms ; 
and that they were entertained in the most convenient manner, 
according to the ability of the parish. The subject was again 
brought forward in the General Assembly, in 1642, when it 
was appointed, that in terms of former acts " both of kirk 
and parliament," every parish have a school, for reading, 
writing, and the " grounds '' of religion ; that grammar- 
schools be erected in burghs^ presbytery-seats, and other im- 
portant places ; that the ministers and elders, from time to 
time, visit the schools in their respective parishes, and report 
to the synods and General Assembly ; that it be recom- 
mended to his Majesty and Parliament to execute the laws 
formerly made, and to find out further means for so good a 
purpose ; that Parliament be supplicated to allot a mainte- 
nance for youths of the ^^ finest and best spirits " as bursars 
in the universities ; and that a committee be appointed to 
consider the time and manner of the visitation of schools, 
and the *' best, and most compendious, and most orderly 
course of teaching grammar." In the year 1649, the Assembly 
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once more recommended to parliament, that whatever had 
been formerly given, either in burgh or landward parishes, 
for the maintenance of teachers, readers^ and precentors, 
might not be alienated or taken away. 

Notwithstanding the exertions of the church courts^ schools 
were only partially established throughout the country up to 
the year 1649 : the troubles which distracted Scotland during 
the middle of the seventeenth century, prevented any addi- 
tional efforts from being made till after the Revolution. In 
the year 1690, it was declared by act of parliament, that no 
person should bear office in any university, college, or school, 
till he had sworn the oath of allegiance, and had subscribed 
the Confession of Faith : and, to connect the public semi- 
naries still more closely with the presbyterian form of church 
government, then finally established in Scotland, it was fur- 
ther enacted^ in 1693, that all schoolmasters and teachers of 
youth should be liable to the trial, judgment, and censure of 
the presbyteries, within whose jurisdiction they were settled, 
for their sufficiency, qualifications, and deportment in office. 
But the most important statute of this period was the act of 
1696, which appointed, that a school be erected, and a school- 
master chosen, in every parish ; that the heritors or land- 
holders provide a commodious house for a school, and a salary 
for the schoolmaster, which, exclusive of school fees, shall 
not be under one hundred marks (5/. 11«. Id.) nor above two 
hundred (IIZ. 2«. 2(2.), the said salary to be laid on each 
heritor according to the valued rent of bis land ; that the 
heritors and minister of each parish carry this act into imme- 
diate execution ; and that, if they fail to do so, the presbytery 
of the bounds apply to the commissioners of supply for the 
shire, who, in that case, are invested with full powers to en- 
force all its provisions. In order to extend the benefits of 
this act to every part of the country as speedily as possible, 
the General Assembly, in 1699^ instructed all the presbyteries 
of the national church to use their utmost endeavours to carry 
it into effect, and also ordained the synods to make particular 
inquiry that this was done. The same instructions were re- 
peated by this venerable court, from year to year, as it saw 
occasion ; especially in 1704, when the Assembly also de- 
clared itself willing to concur in any measure for erecting 
schools, and educating youth, in those parts of the Highlands 
and Islands, to which the act of 1696 could not be applied ; in 
1705, when ministers were ordained to take care that none 
be suffered to neglect the teaching of their children to read ; 
in I7O6, when it was recommended to such as have the power 
of (settling schoolmasters, '^ to prefer men who have passed 
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4 Elementary Education in Scotland. 

their course at colleges and universities, and have taken 
their degrees, to others who have not, cceteris paribus ; and 
in 1707. when synods and presbyteries were enjoined to send 
in to the Commission of the Assembly distinct accounts of 
what parishes had or wanted schools ; what were the reasons 
why they wanted them ; what places were in the greatest 
need of schools; what was the extent of such parishes, and 
what places in each parish appeared most convenient for the 
erection of schools. The rebellions of 1715 and 17^6) when 
treasonable correspondence was frequently carried on through 
means of persons pretending to officiate as private tutors, 
gave occasion to several additional recommendations by tiie 
Assembly, particularly that of 1749, in which presbyteries 
were required to make watchful inspection of the schools, 
and of the character and behaviour of the schoolmasters, 
within their jurisdiction, and to see that all teachers take the 
oaths to government, and instruct the youth committed to 
their charge in the just principles of religion and loyalty. 
When tranquillity was restored, and every part of the country 
opened to improvement, by the abolition of hereditary juris- 
dictions, the General Assembly again appointed, in the 
year 1758, that the presbyteries inquire whether or not a 
parochial school be established in every parish in their 
bounds, and, where such schools are wanting, that they make 
application to the commissioners of supply for having the 
laws put in execution ; and that the procurator and agent of 
the church be instructed to prosecute such as refuse, at the 
public charge. 

This act of Assembly is remarkable, not only for enjoining 
the greatest strictness and activity in executing the laws 
respecting parish schools, but, as being the last on the same 
subject, which appears in the printed records of the church, 
for a period of thirty-six years. Hitherto we have seen the 
clergy exercising a laudable zeal in getting schools established 
wherever they were needed ; but, from this time till near the 
beginning of the present century, or even till within the last 
ten years, their efforts as a body seem to have been suspended 5 
and, as there were still many parts of the country without the 
means of instruction, we are left to infer that the same 
lethargy, which so long pervaded the dominant party in the 
Church of Scotland in other departments of their official 
labours, made them also indifferent to the cause of popular 
education. In the meantime a lamentable change for the 
worse came over the schoolmasters themselves. For a con- 
siderable time after the passing of the act of 1696, their 
average income was about 19L, a sum which, however 
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small it may appear in the present day, was sufficient to se- 
cure the services of well-qualified teachers^ among a people 
so frugal in their manner of living as the Scotch then were, 
Buty towards the close of the last century^ owing to various 
causes the emoluments of the parochial schoolmasters became 
inadequate to maintain them in comfort and independence, and 
their office ceased to be an object of ambition. In numerous 
instances, they were worse paid than even common labourers ; 
consequently, when vacancies occurred, the electors were 
often compelled to appoint persons who were altogether unfit 
for their duties. At the same time, many of those who 
were competent in other respects, having lost their self- 
esteem, together with the status which they formerly occupied 
in society, fell into low habits ; and the whole body was fast 
sinking into disrepute and inefficiency. To check this growing 
evil, as well as to prevent the spread of that unsettled state 
of political and religious opinion which was coincident with 
the French Revolution, the General Assembly was at length 
roused, in the year 1794, to enjoin the presbyteries to make 
visitation of all the schools connected with the church, and to 
exercise the authority vested in them by law, especially in 
enforcing the reading of the Bible, and the learning of the 
Shorter Catechism. In 1800 the presbyteries were again re- 
commended to be diligent in exercising those powers, which 
the laws of the land had committed to them, respecting the 
education of youth ; and particularly to call before them all 
teachers, whether in parochial or other schools, and take trial 
of their sufficiency and qualification in those branches of edu- 
cation which they professed to teach. This recommendation 
was repeated in the year 1801. In 1802, the Assembly issued 
the following declaration : — *' That parochial schoolmasters, by 
instilling into youth the principles of religion and morality, and 
solid and practical instruction, contribute to the improvement, 
order, and success of people of all ranks ; and are therefore 
well entitled to public encouragement : That from the de- 
crease in the value of money, their emoluments have de- 
scended below the gains of a day labourer : That it has been 
found impossible to procure persons properly qualified to fill 
parochial schools : that the whole order is sinking into a state 
of depression hurtful to their usefulness : That it is desirable 
that some means be devised to hold forth inducements to men 
of good principles and talents to undertake the office of pa 
rochial schoolmasters : And that such men would prove in- 
strumental in counteracting the operations of those who may 
now and afterwards attempt to poison the minds of the rising 
generation with principles inimical to religion, order, and the 
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constitution in church and state t The moderator and pro* 
curator for the church are therefore instructed to embrace 
every favourable opportunity of expressing the above sen-*> 
timents, to correspond with the officers of state for Scotland 
upon the subject^ and to co-operate in the most prudent and 
effectual way to forward any plan for the relief of parochial 
schoolmasters, and give it all the weight which it can derive 
from the countenance of the General Assembly/' 

In consequence of this declaration by the Church of Scot* 
land, and of the complaints which were sent up from all parts 
of the country, parliament^ in the course of the next session, 
passed the famous act of 1803, which ordains as follows : — 
^That, in terms of the act of 1696, a school be established, and 
a schoolmaster appointed in every parish, the salary of 
the schoolmaster not to be under three hundred marks, 
(162. 13^. 4d.), nor above four hundred (222. 48. bd.) : That 
in large parishes, where one parochial school cannot be of any 
effectual benefit, it shall be competent for the heritors and 
minister to raise a salary of six hundred marks (33Z. 6^. Bd.), 
and to divide the same among two or more schoolmasters, as 
circumstances may require : That in every parish the heritors 
shall provide a school-house, and a dwelling-house for the 
schoolmaster, together with a piece of ground for a garden, 
the dwelling-house to consist of not more than two apart- 
ments, and the piece of ground to contain not less than one- 
fourth of a Scots acre*; except in parishes where the salary 
has been raised to six hundred markis, in which the heritors 
shall be exempted from providing school* houses, dwelling- 
houses, and gardens : That the foregoing sums shall continue 
to be the salaries of parochial schoolmasters till the end 
of twenty-five years, when they shall be raised to the average 
value of not less than one chalder and a half of oatmeal, and 
not more than two chalders ; except in parishes where the 
salaries are divided among two or more schoolmasters, in 
which case the whole sum so divided shall be raised to the 
value of three chalders ; and so foties quoties at the end of 
every twenty-five years, unless altered by parliament: That 
none of the provisions of this act shall apply to parishes, 
which consist of a royal burgh, or part of a royal burgh : That 
the power of electing schoolmasters continue with the heritors 
and minister, a majority of whom shall also determine what 
branches of education are most necessary and important for 
the parish, and shall from time to time fix the school-fees as 
they shall deem expedient : That the presbyteries of the 

* A Scotch acre is 1 ^fff^ EngUsh statute acres. 
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church shall judge whether candidates for schools possess the 
necessary qualifications, shall continue to superintend paro^ 
chial schools, and shall be the sole judges in all charges against 
schoolmasters, without appeal or review : And that all former 
statutes with regard to parish schools or schoolmasters 
be hereby ratified and confirmed, in so far as they are not 
altered by the express provisions of this act.'* 

The immediate efFect of this statute was to prevent the 
further decline of the parochial schools, and again to make 
them objects of competition among young men of character 
and education. Accordingly, as the former generation has 
passed away, and new appointments have been made^ the 
efficiency of the Scottish schoolmasters has continued to 
increase. The interest of the established clergy in the edu- 
cation of the people has also begun to revive ; and, of late 
years, great zeal has been manifested, especially by what is 
called the popular party in the church, m multiplying the 
means of religious instruction, by Sunday and other schools. 
The most extensive, as well as the most successful, scheme 
for this purpose is that of the General Assembly for pro- 
moting education in the Highlands and Islands, which was 
put into operation in the year 1824*. In the year 1828, as 
the statute had provided^ a small addition was made to the 
emoluments of the parochial schoolmasters, the maanmum 
salary having been increased to 34/. 4^. 4c?., and the minimum 
to 25/. 13^. 3d. The addition was small compared with what 
the schoolmasters hoped to obtain : they had been led by the 
Lord Advocate of the day and others to expect that the 
minimum salary would be raised to the value of two ehalders 
of oatmeal, and the maximum to three. In all other respects, 
the act of 1803 continues in force as it was originally passed, 
unless where the liberality of the heritors has led them to 
provide dwelling-houses with more than two apartments, and 
to erect school-houses in parishes containing more than one 
school. 

Such are the principal enactments^ civil and ecclesiastical, 
for establishing parochial schools in Scotland, and for regu- 
lating the appointment, qualifications, and official diligence of 
the schoolmasters : and that the seminaries of instruction, 
which have been erected under their authority, have exercised 
the most beneficial influence on the Scottish people — that 
they have, in fact, fostered and matured almost all that is ex- 
cellent and praiseworthy in the national character, admits of 
no question. But we shall now endeavour to show, that the 

* For an account of the General Assembly's Schools^ see Journal of Education^ 
vol. ii. p. 227. 
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system is nevertheless very defective, and that^ to keep up 
its efficiency in the present circumstances of the country, it 
stands in need of several very essential improvements. We 
shall also attempt to explain how these improvements may be 
most speedily and effectually introduced. 

The first defect, which we shall point out, is the want of a 
sufficient number of schools. The law provides that there 
must be at least one school in every landward parish, and 
that^ if the parish is large, the heritors and minister have it in 
their power to establish two or more schools, as may be ne- 
cessary. Accordingly, in the 907 parishes, into which Scot- 
land is divided, there are 1005 parochial schools, attended by 
between 60,0()0 and 60,000 children. From the census of 
1831 it appears that the population of Scotland is 2,365,807; 
and if we suppose that, as in Prussia, one- sixth of the popu- 
lation should beat school, instruction ought to be provided for 
394,301, that is, for 334,301 more than are in actual attend- 
ance at the parochial schools. It is probable, however, that, 
were the system revised and improved, an additional number 
of 40,500 might find accommodation in the schools already 
established by law ; and, besides these, there are burgh and 
other public schools in most of the towns, in which, we shall 
suppose, there may be taught not fewer than 15,000; society 
and charity schools, in different parts of the country, furnish- 
ing the means of instruction to about 25,000 ; and the General 
Assembly's schools in the Highlands and Islands, at which 
there is an attendance of 6610 ; making the total number of 
children for whom education is provided 147,110, and leaving 
247,191, for whose instruction no public provision has been 
made. 

But it must not be concluded that the whole of this 
number is uneducated. In the Lowlands of Scotland, and in 
some parts of the Highlands, wherever public schools are 
wanting, or where the parochial schoolmaster is unpopular 
or inefficient, private schools have been opened, either by 
subscriptions collected among the people, or as a private 
speculation by the teachers themselves ; and in remote dis- 
tricts, where the children are not sufficiently numerous to 
support a school, or where they are too widely scattered to 
meet in one place, it is usual for several families to unite in 
engaging a teacher, whose services they enjoy by rotation. 
So desirous are the people of Scotland of having their chil- 
dren Instructed in the elements of reading and writing, that, 
in the country parts, villages, and small towns of the Low- 
lands, there are upwards of 2000 private schools, and, in the 
Highlands and Islands, there are 372. We are sure, there^ 
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fore, that we do not overstate the numher^ when we suppose 
that> in the towns and country together, there are as many 
children in attendance at private as at public schools. But 
even this calculation leaves upwards of 100,000 destitute of 
the means of instruction. In the Report of the General 
Assembly's Committee for 1833, it is stated that 83,397 of 
these are in the Highlands and Islands ; and the remainder 
is scattered chiefly throughout the large towns. 

We believe that the sum of 10,000/., which was granted 
during the last session of parliament to aid in erecting school- 
houses in Scotland, was intended chiefly for places in which 
there are no parochial schools; and, if judiciously applied, it 
will provide school accommodation for a considerable portion 
of those who are at present growing up in utter ignorance. 
But it is obvious that, if the design of the original statutes be 
carried into effect in their amended form, schools for the 
whole population will not only be erected but endowed ; and, 
consequently, that, in addition to those already established, 
schools and schoolmasters should be provided for 247,191, or 
rather perhaps for 200,000, which supposes that the parents 
of 47,191 are in such circumstances that they either would 
not or could not avail themselves of an endowment. The 
necessity of thus increasing the means of public instruction 
is not removed by the very great number of private schools, 
as might be imagined. The existence of these in almost every 
place where they are needed, or where means can be procured 
for establishing them, is indeed a gratifying proof of the 
desire of the people to give their children a good education ; 
but the state of many, we should rather say of most, of them 
furnishes a very strong argument for legislative assistance in 
making up for the present deficiency in the number of en- 
dowed schools. This is very clearly shown in a valuable and 
interesting paper, entitled '' Educational Statistics," appended 
to the Report of the General Assembly's Committee already 
mentioned, from which we make the following extract : — ^' If 
any improvement is to be attempted upon the schools that 
already exist in the Highlands, the earliest attention is due, 
unquestionably, to those that have been opened by the 
teachers on their own adventure. At the stations where 
these have been placed there is generally an abundant popu- 
lation, capable of taking the benefits of a regular school, and 
demanding other instructors than such as they have too 
commonly found, — a boy, or an aged female, a retired soldier, 
an innkeeper, or a fisherman. For the most part, the schools 
of this description are open only in winter, and the teacher of 
one season is seldom the teacher of the next 3 and even where 
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a regular school has been attemptedy there is a constant ap- 
prehension that the teacher will not find sufficient induce^ 
ment to abide in the place, — his emoluments not exceeding 
9/. or 10/. a year in many parts of the Highlands, nor 3/. a 
year in Shetland. Sometimes, indeed, the teacher's remune- 
ration is not in money, according to his demand, but in pro-* 
duce, according to the liberality of the people ; but it may be 
fairly questioned, whether education does not lose more by 
the mendicant character thus imposed on the teacher, than it 
gains by the retention of his services. There is a further evil 
often attendant upon these schools in this, that by habituating 
the people to the lowest standard of instruction, they are not 
without an evil influence in lowering the character of the 
other schools in their neighbourhood. Such are generally 
the defects of this class of schools throughout the Highlands, 
and they will be viewed with the more regret, when it is 
stated that at every station where they have been placed, 
there is an evident demand for such regular schools as are 
given by the educational societies ; and that every condition 
for the interference of these societies would in very many 
instances be fulfilled. The average number of pupils in at- 
tendance at each of the schools now referred to is thirty^six, 
and the average emoluments of the teachers are 13/. a year,— 
the population being thus at once sufiiciently numerous and 
sufficiently needy to justify and to demand the aid of a chari* 
table institution. In the meantime, however, it will not pass 
unnoticed, that the very existence of such schools is another 
proof that the people are most desirous of instruction, and 
are fully prepared to profit bv it." It is proper to remark on 
this statement, that, though it does not apply with equal force 
to the Lowlands, it gives a general picture of private schools 
in every part of Scotland except the towns, in which there 
are many unendowed seminaries of great respectability and 
usefulness. 

In suggesting how the deficiency in the number of public 
schools may be supplied, it is necessary that we should revert 
to two clauses in the act of 1803, namely, the clause which 
limits the sum to be levied from the heritors, in parishes 
which require more than one school, to the value of three 
chalders of oatmeal (51/. fo. 6c/.), and that which prohibits 
the provisions of the act from being applied to parishes which 
consist only of a royal burgh, or part of a royal burgh. In 
these limitations of the principle of the law, and restrictions 
on its application, will be found the main cause why paro- 
chial schools have not been multiplied as the population has 
increased, and why the lower classes in large towns have been 
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left in almost utter destitution of the means of instruction. 
The first amendment^ therefore, in the act of 1803 should be 
to withdraw the former of these clauses^ and to modify the 
latter. By making it imperative on the heritors to build and 
endow as many schools in each parish as may be necessary, 
without limitation as to the amount of money to be raised for 
salaries, education might be provided for nearly as many ad- 
ditional children as are at present in attendance at the paro-* 
chial schools. In the Highlands alone there are 217 stations, 
where schools might be established without interfering with 
other schools, either public or private. Connected with the 
parliamentary churches, which the General Assembly of 1833 
made parish churches^ quoad sacra^ forty schools are required ; 
and upwards of fifty additional schools should be established 
in connexion with the chapels of ease, which were also con^ 
verted into parish churches, quoad sacra, by the Assembly of 
1834. For all these stations schools might readily be pro« 
vided, without any specific provision for the parliamentary 
and chapel-of-ease parishes, by merely withdrawing the former 
of the clauses in question ; and many of the private schools 
referred to by the Assembly's Committee, as well as many of 
a similar description in the Lowlands^ might be erected into 
parochial schools, and filled with respectable and efficient 
teachers. The number of children unprovided with the means 
of instruction^ or left to the chance of being taught in private 
schools, would thus be reduced to less than 150,000^ which« 
it will be observed, is about one-sixth of the population of the 
royal burghs, and of the towns which contain more than 
7000 inhabitants* A considerable number of these are ex- 
cluded from the benefit of the laws regarding parochial schools 
by the second of the two clauses to which we have alluded ; 
but there are obstacles to the withdrawing of that clause from 
a new enactment which it would be difficult to surmount^^ 
A modification might be made upon it^ however, by which 
legislative sanction and public support might be given to 
another description of schools, admirably fitted for extending 
the parochial system to town as well as rural parishes. We 
refer to the Sessional Schools recently established in several 
of the parishes in the city of Edinburgh. 

In the first number of this Journal will be found an account 
of what may be called the parent of these institutions, the 
Edinburgh Sessional School ; but it may not be unnecessary 
to give here a short history of its origin and progress, and to 
repeat the general principles on which it is conducted. The 
deplorable scenes of outrage and murder, which occurred in 
the streets of Edinburgh on the 1st of January 1812^ me.de 
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the city clergy anxious to devise some means for diminishing 
the mass of crime and misery which was then brought to 
light. The scheme first proposed, and carried into execution, 
was to establish sabbath schools in all the parishes within the 
royalty, to which they gave the name of the Parochial Insti- 
tutions for Religious Education* It was soon found, how- 
ever, that the usefulness of these institutions was greatly 
limited, in consequence of a very great number of the chil- 
dren, for whose benefit they were intended, being unable to 
read. It was therefore proposed that, in connexion with the 
sabbath schools^ a day school should be established, which 
was accordingly opened on the 29th of April, 1813. This 
day school took the name of the Edinburgh Sessional School, 
from the circumstance of its being superintended by a minister 
or an elder from each kirk-session * in the city ; the object 
of this school is to give instruction to the children of the 
poor, in reading, writing, and arithmetic. Five gratis scho- 
lars may be recommended by each kirk-session; but the 
charge to all the others is sixpence per month. For many 
years the average attendance has been about 500 ; so that the 
school-fees, together with occasional donations, and a small 
share of the collections made annually at the church doors 
for the parochial institutions, have hitherto been sufficient to 
meet the ordinary expenses of the school. At first, no par- 
ticular regulations were laid down for conducting the Ses- 
sional School ; but, after some years, the system of Dr. Bell 
was partially introduced. In the year 1819, circumstances 
led Mr. John Wood, Sheriff-Depute of the county of Peebles, 
to take an interest in the institution ; and that benevolent 
individual began by degrees to give so much of his time and 
attention to it, that it soon became almost identified with his 
name. Under his superintendence, a large and commodious 
school-house was erected, and the system of teaching entirely 
remodelled. In the latter department of his meritorious la- 
bours, Mr. Wood did not adopt the particular views of any 
one writer on education, but collected from all what he 

* For the information of some of our readers, we may explain that a kirk* 
session is the lowest ecclesiastical court in Scotland, and consists of the clergyman 
of each congregation, with a small number of lay elders : it generally meets on 
Sunday, after public worship. The next court in point of judicial authority is 
the presbytery f which consists of all the clergymen within a certain district, with 
a lay elder from each congregation : this court meets once a month. All the 
presbyteries within given bounds form a still higher court, called a synod, which 
meets twice in the year. The General Assembly is the supreme judicial and 
legislative court of the Church of Scotland : it consists of clerical and lay re- 
presentatives from the several presbyteries, of a lay elder from each royal burgh, 
and of a Commissioner to represent his Majesty, and holds its sittings at Edin- 
burgh once a year for about a fortnight. 
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thought useful, and arranged it into a method of his own. 
So judicious is this plan of tuition, that it has not only been 
crowned with complete success in the Sessional School, but 
has been introduced, either partially or entirely, into many 
other public and private seminaries, and has, in fact, given a 
new impulse to the work of elementary instruction through- 
out Scotland. Its general principles in the teaching of read- 
ing are thus stated by Mr. Wood himself, in an account of 
the Sessional School which he published some years ago : 
^' First, to render more easy and pleasing the acquisition of 
the mechanical art of reading; secondly, to turn to advantage 
the particular instruction contained in every individual passage 
which is read ; and thirdly, to give the pupils by means of a 
minute analysis of each passage, a general command of his 
own language." Similar principles are acted upon in teach- 
ing the other branches, the chief objects of the whole system 
being to simplify' and facilitate as much as possible the labour 
of acquiring knowledge, to communicate as much general 
information as the pupils can comprehend, and to train them 
to habits of mental activity and application. 

After the model of this excellent institution, several local 
schools have been erected in Edinburgh, for the benefit of 
particular parishes. The first of these was established about 
ten years ago, in the parish of St. George's, by the late Dr. 
Andrew Thomson. With his characteristic activity, that 
distinguished clergyman raised, by subscriptions and collec- 
tions in his church, about 2000/.^ with which he purchased 
the site, and built and fitted up the school-house. Since its 
erection, the average number of scholars has been nearly 200; 
the school fees are 3*., 4*., and 6^. per quarter, according to 
the advancement of the pupils ; and the total income of the 
school is upwards of 160/. From this sum, 84/. are paid to 
the master, 30/. to an assistant, and 16/. to monitors: the 
incidental expenses seldom exceed 10/. The surplus has 
hitherto been applied to the liquidation of a small debt, which 
remained from the building of the house ; but, as that debt 
has now been discharged, it will henceforward go to form a 
fund for keeping the school-house in repair. 

The next local school, according to the date of erection, is 
the Stockbridge Sessional School, which was established by 
the West-Kirk Session, from a fund formed by reserving for 
such purposes one-third of the fees required for the registra- 
tion of baptisms and the proclamation of banns. The ouild- 
ing of the school-house cost nearly 700/.; and there is a 
burden of 15/. a year for feu-duty*. The kirk-session gives 

* Ground-rent, that is, rent paid to the proprietor of the land on which the 
school-house stands. 
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an annual salary, of 15/. to the master, who receives besides 
the whole of the school-fees. The average number of scholars 
is about 18(), and the fees vary from 2«« to As. per quarter. 
Many of the children attending this school pay weekly, and 
a few are recommended by the kirk-session to be educated 
gratis. 

Besides these, there are other schools of the same descrip- 
tion^ and supported in a similar manner^ in the southern dis- 
tricts of the West- Kirk parish, in the parish of St. Mary's, in 
the New North parish^ and in one of the divisions of South 
Leith ; and more are in contemplation by several of the 
ministers and kirk-sessions. We may also mention that 
schools upon the same plan have recently been established 
in Dublin, by the Hev. James Carlile, of the Scots' Church, 
Mary's Abbey, and in Manchester by the clergyman and 
session of the Presbyterian congregation. 

The object of Dr. Thomson in erecting St. George's Local 
School was not only to provide cheap instruction for the 
poorer classes in his own parish, but to show the practicability 
of extending the parochial system of elementary schools to 
large towns : and it is upon the success which has attended 
the schools established by him, and by those clergymen who 
have followed his example, that we found our suggestion of 
amending the present statute, by authorizing the erection of 
sessional schools in parishes which consist of a royal burgh, 
or of part of a royal burgh, or in which there is a town popu- 
lation of more than 7000. This appears to be the readiest 
and most effectual plan for conveying the benefits of educa^ 
tion to those children, amounting, as we have seen^ to nearly 
150^000, to whom no amendment or extension of the act of 
1803, which contained either of the limitations already speci- 
fied, could be made to apply. But the erection of sessional 
schools, in anything like the numbers required, could not be 
made without an annual grant of public money, similar to 
that which was voted by the House of Commons last session 
of parliament ; for few clergymen have it in their power, 
especially in the smaller towns^ to raise funds to the amount 
collected by Dr. Thomson, or at the command of the West- 
Kirk session. There are still fewer, however, perhaps we 
should rather say that there are none, who might not at least 
rent a school house, could they obtain a salary for the teacher, 
or who might not procure an attendance of children sufficient 
to remunerate the teacher, had they the means of building a 
school-house. The principle of the grant voted for Scotland^ 
therefore, as well as of those voted for England and Ireland, 
namely, of making schools partly chargeable on the local 
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residents, might be preserved^ though the peculiar circum- 
stances of some parts of Scotland would require some modi- 
fication in the manner of applying it. The money already 
granted by parliament has been given merely to assist in 
erecting school-houses ; and in towns like Edinburgh, where 
the expense of materials and building is very great, and 
where, as in the case of St. George's school, the number of 
scholars would be so large that the school-fees would pay the 
master's salary and defray all incidental expenses, this is all 
that is necessary. But there are many other places, in which 
school' houses could be procured at a very trifling expense, 
and without assistance, while, to make the schools of any 
essential benefit, it would be necessary to fix the school-fees 
at so low a rate that they could not support the schoolmaster. 
The General Assembly's Committee report that they are 
yearly receiving numerous applications for endowments, ac- 
companied with ofi^ers to provide the most ample accommo- 
dation. Any public fund, therefore, for the establishment of 
additional schools, should be applied to the double purpose 
of erecting schooUhouses, and of allowing salaries to teachers, 
as the particular circumstances of each locality might re- 
quire. Of the sum which might be necessary for this pur- 
pose we have no means of forming an estimate, except from 
the calculations given in the educational statistics formerly 
quoted. It is there stated that, to complete the education of 
the Highlands, that is, to furnish instruction to the 83,397, 
who are still unable to read, would require 384 schools, and 
the annual sum of 8680/. It is also stated that an income of 
402. a year, exclusive of the legal accommodations, is enough 
to secure^ in the Highlands, the services of well qualified and 
able men. In the Lowlands, however, the expense of living 
is somewhat greater, and we should say that the minimum 
emoluments of a schoolmaster should not there be under 50/. 
with suitable accommodation. Thus, were government to 
pay, on an average, one-half of the expense of maintaining 
the schoolmasters, according to the proportion of the above 
calculations, the instruction of 150,000 children would re- 

?u!re 700 schools, with an annual grant of 17,500/. ; while 
000 schools and 25,000/. would be necessary to educate the 
whole 200,000, for whom there is no accommodation in the 
schools already established. We know not if either of these 
sums will ever be allowed by parliament ; but we are per- 
suaded that if the latter by itself, or the former, accompanied 
with the unlimited application of that clause of the Act of 
1803, which makes it imperative on the heritors to endow 
two or more schools in a parish when they are necessary, 
were placed under the management of the General Assembly's 



16 Elementary Education in Scotland* 

Committee for increasing the means of education, it would 
be found adequate for the elementary instruction of the whole 
population of Scotland. 

We proceed to notice another defect in the Scottish system 
of parochial schools, as it exists at present, namely, that it 
gives no security that the candidate chosen is the best quali- 
fied, or even that he is competent for his situation. The law 
is, that, within four months after a vacancy takes place, the 
heritors, possessing land in the parish to the extent of at 
least one hundred pounds Scots of valued rent, and the mi- 
nister, shall elect a schoolmaster, who shall be examined by 
the Presbytery concerning his sufficiency for the office, in 
respect of morality and religion, and of such branches of 
literature as by a majority of the heritors and the minister 
shall be deemed most necessary and important for the parish. 
The sole right of election thus belongs to the heritors and 
minister, while the power of induction is vested in the Pres- 
bytery. In the examination of candidates, the latter body 
generally acts upon the recommendation of the Assembly of 
I7O6, by preferring such as have attended college ; and, in 
the majority of instances, there is so much harmony between 
the Presbytery and the heritors of parishes, that the election 
by the latter, and the examination by the former, take place 
upon the same day, and in the same place. But still, from 
the heritors and minister having the privilege of deciding 
what branches of education shall be taught in the parish, and 
in consequence of the Presbytery not having the power of 
rejecting the object of their choice, unless they can declare 
him incompetent to teach the branches prescribed, or of im- 
moral character or unsound religious opinions, cases some- 
times occur in which, through private influence among the 
electors, the least qualified, both in attainments and expe- 
rience, is appointed. It would, therefore, be a very great 
improvement to the system, were certain qualifications laid 
down bv law, without which no teacher could be elected to 
a parochial school. In a petition which they presented to 
the last General Assembly, the schoolmasters prayed that 
Latin and Greek might be declared indispensable ; and the 
general propriety of this request appears from the fact, that^ in 
the county of Dumfries alone, there were, in the year 1824, 
not fewer than 500 learning these languages at the parochial 
schools. This county has indeed been long noted above 
every other in Scotland, except Edinburgh, for the number 
of young men whom it supplies to the learned professions : 
but, though the proportion may be somewhat less in other 
counties, there are very few parishes in Scotland in which 
there will not be some who require to be instructed in the 
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ancient classics. It was stated in a former article in this 
Journal*, that a considerable portion of the students, who 
attend the Scottish universities, have received no other in- 
struction than what they obtained at the parish schools ; and 
from this circumstance a knowledge of the elements of geo- 
metry should be added to the list of qualifications. The 
improved methods of teaching also require some acquaintance 
with history, geography, and the outlines of physical science. 
Another qualification, not less imperatively called for, is a 
practical knowledge of the principles and art of teaching. In 
Scotland, a schoolmaster has no opportunity of making him- 
self acquainted with these, till he has been appointed to his 
situation, and has acquired them by his own experience : arid 
no system of elementary schools can be considered complete 
in which there is such an utter want of all provision for the 
training of teachers. On this subject we shall transcribe the 
sentiments of two authorities, which ought to have no small 
weight with those who have the election and superintendence 
of schoolmasters. '* At the same time," we quote from the 
Report of the General Assembly's Committee for 1834, ** it 
is not forgotten that there is an art of teaching in which every 
schoolmaster ought to be instructed : and perhaps no greater 
benefit could arise to education than from the general diffu- 
sion of such methods as are practised in the sessional and a 
few other schools in Edinburgh, This, however, can only be 
accomplished comprehensively by the institution of model 
schools for the training of teachers to the practice of their 
calling. These very powerful methods of instruction may 
be found already, indeed, in a few of the General Assembly's 
schools, as in those of Arran and Tobermory. In their re- 
spective neighbourhoods, the schools of this sort have begot 
a zeal for instruction, where a zeal for any thing was formerly 
unknown. They have served, and almost without design, 
the purposes of a model or training school to many young 
men who resort to them, seeking to be formed for the charge 
of lesser schools in other parts of the country, — and declaring, 
by their voluntary pursuit of these superior modes, the de- 
mand which even the common people in these parts appear 
to have entertained for some considerable improvements in 
education. By such means the invaluable system now re- 
ferred to appears to be gradually extending throughout the 
Highlands. * * * * p^^, whom, it may be 
asked, is a model school of the description now proposed to 
be established ? It is answered, for the benefit of the entire 
population. Incidentally, it may give the higher branches to 

* Vol. iv. p. 22. 
Oct. 1834^Jan. 1835. C 
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a few of its immediate pupils^ who may either profit essen- 
tially by that superior instruction, or who, more probably, 
may not profit by it in any considerable degree. The chief 
design, however, of such schools will be to teach the ordinary 
branches to all with more than ordinary efficiency^ and to 
prepare a set of teachers capable of instructing in that manner 
at their respective stations ; and not refusing to carry along 
with them, in Christian humility, to the cottages of the poor» 
a talent of which it is not one of the least advantages that it 
renders the business of teaching so much more agreeable to 
the teacher himself.'^ 

*' It requires but little reflection," says Professor Pillans, 
in his Principles of Elementary Teaching, •' to arrive at the 
conclusion, that the power of teaching well is neither a thing 
that ' comes by nature,' nor at all commensurate with the 
capacity for learning; that a great stock of knowledge affords 
no proof, scarcely even a presumption^ that the possessor has 
the faculty of skilfully communicating any part of it to young 
minds. To stoop from the pride of superior attainment ; to 
conceive even the embarrassments that entangle the beginner; 
to become identified with the feelings and faculties of chil- 
dren ; to anticipate and remove the obstacles in their way to 
elementary knowledge; to curb and regulate their little 
passions and tempers ; and, what is still more difficult, one's 
own ; to awaken and sustain attention^ and know when to 
stop short of fatigue and exhaustion ; to lead, by short and 
easy steps, through a path that to them is a rugged one, 
bearing them, as it were, in arms over the worst of the road, 
and strewing it with flowers instead of planting it with thorns; 
to slacken one's own step, in order to keep pace with the 
pupil, instead of expecting or insisting on gigantic strides 
from the feebleness of childhood : to do all this is not so en- 
tirely a matter of instinct in man, that the power may safely 
be left without culture to its natural development. And 
with regard to other accomplishments not less necessary, 
and yet altogether independent of what a man may know of 
Greek and Latin, or mathematics, or any other science of 
the seven, — the faculty, I mean, of exciting emulation, en- 
couraging and rewarding industry, inspiring the love of know- 
ledge and of virtue, and so combining and directing the 
exertions of all, in one simultafleous movement, that the 
whole school shall resemble a piece of fine machinery, all 
the parts of which conspire to one general effect — which, in 
this case, is the production of the largest amount of useful 
acquirement, and virtuous habits ; these, I need scarcely say, 
are qualifications which it is highly desirable every school- 
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master should possess, and which there is very little chance 
of his ever acquiring without some previous training. Such 
a department for this purpose, however, as was, I believe, 
attached to the rival establishments of Bell and Lancaster^ 
and as is now in active operation, in the Model School of the 
Society for the education of the poor in Ireland, is by no 
means so perfect an institution, as to render it desirable it 
should be introduced into Scotland simply and without im- 
provement ; even supposing we had model schools like our 
neighbours, on which it might be readily engrafted. It 
would, no doubt, be a great benefit to us, who have nothing 
of the kind ; but something more, I conceive^ is required, 
than to bring the future instructor of youth into a school, 
where he may see the practical details of teaching going on, 
after the most approved method. An opportunity should 
also be afforded him of hearing the principles and theory of 
the art of teaching laid down and expounded in public lee* 
tures, before he sees, or rather while he is employed in 
observing, the theory illustrated by example." 

According to the Assembly's Committee, then, and to 
Professor Pillans, the establishment of model schools, in 
which young men would have an opportunity of acquiring 
the art of teaching, would be a valuable addition to the Scot- 
tish system ; and we agree with Professor Pillans in thinking 
that the preparatory training of schoolmasters would be incom- 
plete without an exposition of the principles of the art> and 
an account of the various systems of tuition, given in the form 
of lectures. Whether attendance on these, and at a model 
school^ should be made imperative, none being eligible to 
parochial schools but such as have been thus trained for their 
office, may admit of some dispute ; and an enactment to that 
eifect could hardly be expected to receive the sanction of 
those who at present have the appointment and superin- 
tendence of teachers. Nor does it appear to be absolutely 
necessary. In a country like Scotland, where there is a 
demand for education, and where no schoolmaster, who is 
not successful, will be long acceptable, it is the interest of 
the teacher himself to be as skilful as possible in his pro* 
fession. It might be sufficient, therefore, to furnish the 
means, and to issue an injunction similar to that which was 
laid upon the Presbyteries by the Assembly of 1642, with 
regard to grammar schools, namely, that the church courts, 
in connexion with the heritors and others interested in edu- 
cation, should endeavour to get model schools and lecture- 
ships established in all ^^ burghs, presbytery-seats^ and other 

G 2 
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important places," and that teachers who had been trained 
at these should be preferred to others, cceteris paribus. 

It will not be supposed that, in suggesting these additions 
to the qualifications required of parochial schoolmasters, we 
mean to throw any reflection upon those at present in office. 
We may state, indeed, without fear of giving offence, that 
till very lately the plan of tuition which they pursued was 
not the most systematic or the most efficient; but the fault 
lay not with them so much as >Yith the system under which 
they had been appointed, and which afforded them no oppor- 
tunity of knowing any other method than that according to 
which they themselves had been taught. So far as their 
knowledge and experience extend, we believe them to be a 
conscientious and laborious body of men ; and, of late years, 
they have shown no unwillingness to adopt any improve- 
ments which have been suggested to them by those who were 
competent and authorized to do so. Of their general cha« 
racter we have already spoken ; and concerning their attain- 
ments we have . the testimony of both the authorities last 
quoted. Professor Pillans states that ^' a very large pro- 
portion of the parochial teachers are men of good education 
and very respectable attainments." The General Assembly's 
Committee report, '* that, from the commencement of this 
scheme, they have received applications from not less than 
460 candidates for schools; that from that number they made 
choice of 293 for examination ; that of the candidates ex- 
amined 139 were found qualified to undertake the charge of 
schools of the first or second class ; and that, finally, the 
most select of those whose qualifications were thus ascer- 
tained now form the teachers of this establishment." In 
addition to this evidence, we may also state that, in the list 
of contributors to the Burgh and Parochial Schoolmasters' 
Widows' Fund, there are nearly a hundred probationers, or 
young men who, having completed their attendance at col- 
lege, have been licensed by their respective presbyteries to 
preach the gospel, and have thereby been declared competent 
to undertake the duties of parish ministers. Our animad- 
versions, therefore, are not upon the men, but upon the 
system, which, as we are attempting to show, is susceptible 
of material improvement. 

The small emoluments and accommodation of the school- 
masters have long been complained of as another great defect 
in the system of elementary schools in Scotland. It has 
been already stated, that, where there is only one school in 
a parish, the teacher must have a salary of not more than 
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34/. 4^. Ad., and not less than 25/. 13^. 3e/o with a school- 
house^ and a dwelling-house containing not more than two 
apartments; and that^ if the heritors and minister are of 
opinion that more than one school is necessar}^^ they may 
increase the salary to 61/. 6^. 6rf., which they may divide 
among as many schools as they think proper ; but that, in 
tlie latter case, the heritors are exempted from the burden of 
providing school-houses and dwelling-houses. It is greatly 
to the credit of the landholders of Scotland, that for some 
time back they have not measured their liberality, especially 
in the building of houses, by the provisions of the statute ; 
and we have much pleasure in making the following extract 
from the Assembly's Educational Statistics, by which we are 
led to hope that they would offer no opposition to such an 
extension of the system as was formerly suggested. ** At 
the same time, it is unquestionable that the Highland heritors 
have done much for the education of the Highland people, 
beyond what was required of them by the Parochial School 
Act. Of them, indeed, it might be expected that above all 
others they should be alive to the wants of a population that 
serves them by its industry, — that stands to them so fre- 
quently in the relation of immediate dependents, — and that 
still accords to them, in some instances, an almost feudal 
attachment and respect. It is found, accordingly, that the 
Highland heritors have been in general as anxious as became 
them for the moral and religious education of the people; 
and that they have not been insensible to the discredit of 
their estates being laboured by an unlettered population. 
Their exertions to promote the instruction of the people with 
whom they are so connected cannot indeed admit of any 
definite calculation ; but it is an easy matter to demonstrate 
that they must not be estimated as of little importance. 
There are 315 schools in the Highlands and Islands supported 
by societies, and each of these schools has been furnished 
with certain accommodations, very generally contributed by 
the heritors. It appears, further, that there are 137 schools 
wholly or partially endowed ; and it may be supposed that 
the endowments have in general proceeded from individuals 
connected with the Highland districts. There is, besides, a 
considerable amount yearly subscribed by the Highland 
heritors to the funds of the several Educational Societies." 
Notwithstanding the generosity of the landholders, however, 
which is not exclusively confined to the Highlands, as the 
sdhool-fees are very low (the usual rates being 2^. per quarter 
for reading, 2s. 6rf. for reading and writing, 3^. for reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, and 5^. when the boys learn Latin 
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also), the average income of the parochial schoolmasters 
throughout Scotland is little more than 50/. a year, with 
very limited accommodation. To show the two extremes of 
this average, we may explain that, on the one hand, where 
the parish is partly town and partly landward, and where 
the schoolmaster derives a considerable revenue, in his capa-* 
city of session-clerk, from the registration of baptisms and 
marriages, and from other perquisites, his emoluments some- 
times amount to 150/. a year; while, on the other hand, in 
very large rural parishes, in which it has been judged neces- 
sary to divide the legal salary among three or four teachers, 
their whole income is under 30/., without any accommodation 
whatever. In the synod of Argyle, there are, in eleven 
parishes, thirty-eight parochial teachers, whose average emo- 
luments do not exceed 29/. In their petitions to parliament, 
the schoolmasters have generally requested that the maximum 
salary should be increased to the value of three chalders of 
oatmeal (51/. 65. 6e/.), and the minimum to two chalders 
(342. 4^. 4rf.); and that, where more schools than one are 
necessary in a parish, the salary of each schoolmaster should 
not be under the latter sum. They have also requested 
that the number of apartments in their dwelling-houses 
should not be limited by statute to two, and that all the 
schoolmasters in a parish, however many there may be, 
should be provided with school-houses and dwelling-houses. 
If the prayer of these petitions should be granted, the aver- 
age income of schoolmasters with the maximum salary 
would be 70/. (including fees), and of those with the 
minimum 50/., exclusive of houses and gardens, which can- 
not be regarded as too high a remuneration for their invalu- 
able labours. So moderate an increase of their emoluments 
would render unnecessary any plan for allocating the advance 
of salary, in proportions corresponding to the merits of 
teachers, as Professor Pillans suggests; because it would 
not make them independent of the school-fees, and conse- 
quently would not take away from such as are disposed to be 
careless the only stimulus to exertion, which they are sup- 
posed to be capable of feeling. But even if, in some cases, 
they were exposed to this temptation, we should have little 
apprehension that many of them would yield to it, or that it 
would diminish the efficiency either of the body or of indi* 
viduals. We should confidently hope for the very reverse. 
The emoluments of a schoolmaster should bear some propor** 
tion, not only to his services as an instructor of youth, but 
to the previous time, study, and expense, which have been 
spent in preparing him for his office. Till this is the case. 



Elementary Education in Scotland. 23 

teaching will never occupy the rank among liberal professions 
to which its importance entitles it, nor will well-educated 
young men be prevailed upon to devote themselves to its 
labours, except with the view of forwarding their prospects 
in some other line of life. We are not indeed among the 
number of those who think, that in order to a teacher's being 
zealous and conscientious, it is necessary that his ultimate 
views should not extend beyond his profession ; for we have 
seen that, in Scotland, teachers were never more efficient, 
and were never more highly respected, than when the office 
of a parish schoolmaster was considered a stepping-stone to 
that of a parish minister. But we are nevertheless persuaded 
that, while every teacher should have a competency, there 
should be many situations in a complete system of elementary 
schools, each of which would be an object to a man of talents 
and learning as a settlement for life. We would therefore 
have two grades of teachers in point of emolument, such as 
the preceding scale of salaries would necessarily produce, 
experience and success in the one of which should form an 
admitted recommendation to promotion to the other. The 
hope of obtaining such promotion would furnish an additional 
motive for exertion to those in the lower class, or with in- 
ferior emoluments ; while, to prevent relaxation from duty in 
those of the higher, we should trust to the habits of diligence 
and application formed in acquiring the necessary qualifica- 
tions, to the influence of their improved status in society, and 
to the vigilant superintendence of the church courts. 

By the last remark we are brought to the only remaining 
defect in the Scottish system, on which we purpose to com- 
ment, namely the judicial powers of presbyteries. Several 
former Acts of parliament had entrusted the superintendence 
of all schools, whether parochial or not, to the church courts ; 
and, by the Act of 1803, the decision of presbyteries in all 
cases involving the literary qualifications, moral conduct and 
professional diligence of parish schoolmasters, was made 
final, there being no appeal or redress, except by an action in 
the supreme civil court, if a presbytery should exceed the 
powers vested in it by the statute. At the time the last Act 
was passed, some law of this kind was absolutely necessary^ 
as, from the many complaints against schoolmasters^ the cases 
before these judicatories were very numerous, and the right 
of appeal enabled each schoolmaster to remove his case from 
the local court, by which the circumstances could be most 
readily investigated, to the Synod or General Assembly^ 
which, in almost every instance^ confirmed its decision. In 
the meantime the delay was piost prejudicial to the parish, 
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in which there was no efficient instruction while these pro- 
ceedings were in progress. But now, when the character 
and conduct of the schoolmasters are so much improved, and 
when there is very seldom any occasion of complaint against 
them to the church courts, the clause which lakes away the 
right of appeal should be withdrawn ; and it is greatly to the 
honour of the General Assembly, and of many of the presby- 
teries, that they have unanimously seconded the petitions of 
the schoolmasters, and have even presented petitions of their 
own to that effect. 

But, while schoolmasters should have the privilege of ap- 
peal in all cases, in which a regular libel is necessary, and in 
which the sentence may amount to suspension or deposition 
from office, it would add greatly to the efficiency of the paro- 
chial schools, if more frequent inquiry were made into the 
manner in which they are conducted with regard to discipline, 
regularity of attendance, modeof teaching, and other matters 
equally within the cognizance of the church courts, — if pres- 
byteries, in short, were a little more active in their superin- 
tendence. At present they do little else than examine the 
schools within their respective bounds once a year, and 
transmit a report of the number of scholars to the General 
Assembly. We are aware that, from their extraordinary 
powers, the interference of the clergy is looked upon with 
great jealousy by the schoolmasters, and that, from motives 
of delicacy, the clergy are very unwilling to interfere unless 
in extreme cases. But in so important a matter as the edu- 
cation of youth, the superintendence of its legal guardians 
should be something more than nominal. As nothing operates 
more powerfully in inciting a careless teacher, and in en- 
couraging an active one, than the examination of his pupils, 
the visits of the clergy to the parochial schools should be 
more frequent ; and the effect would be greatly increased, if 
they could persuade other influential persons in the neighbour- 
hood to accompany them, and to take a personal interest in the 
labours of the master and the progress of his pupils. The 
guardianship with which they are entrusted also implies, that, 
as recommended by the Assembly of 1705, the clergy should 
suffer no parent to neglect the education of his children ; that 
they should pay particular attention to the school-books used, 
which, according to the account of Professor Pillans, do not 
appear to be the most judicious; that, like the Assembly 
of 1642, they should make inquiry concerning the best 
methods of teaching ; and that, in a word, they should do 
every thing in their power to promote the religious, moral, 
and literary instruction of their people. Such active exertions 
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are not only recognized but enjoined in many of the acts of 
Assembly formerly enumerated, and are at this moment being 
made by the Committee, of whose labours M*e have so often 
had occasion to make honourable mention. In one of their 
recent reports they state, that their *^ appointed task will not 
find its proper termination, so long as there remains an indi- 
vidual in Scotland unqualified to read, and to peruse the 
Scriptures for himself." The general diffusion, we should 
rather say the revival, of the spirit which is breathed 'in this 
quotation, is all that is necessary to make the superintendence 
of schools by the clergy as efi^ective as it once was, and as its 
powers are ample : and we doubt not but such a state of 
things would be rapidly hastened by the amendment of the 
present laws, and by placing in the hands of the General 
Assembly the means of extending the parochial and sessional 
system of elementary schools to every part of the country, 
and to the lower classes in large towns. How far the Church 
of Scotland is worthy of this confidence from the State, we 
leave to be judged from the exertions of individual clergymen 
to establish additional schools in their own parishes *, from 
the efforts of the church collectively to promote education in 
India, and especially from the labours of the Committee 
for increasing the means of instruction in the Highlands and 
Islands, with another extract from whose Report for 1834, we 
shall conclude the present article. 

*• At every period of the Church of Scotland, the parochial clergy 
have watched with exemplary care over the interests of education 
throughout the country. It was the custom of the Church to act in 
this matter almost exclusively by its presbyteries, and by its ministers 
individually, within their respective bounds. The spirit of the pres- 
byterian form was satisfied by the unobtrusive manner in which one 
of its most important fimctions was thus effectively performed ; 
nor is it easy to estimate the services thus rendered by presbyteries 
and by ministers, in the advancement, protection, and superin- 
tendence of education within their bounds. But there are offices in 
that way which the Church can perform only in its collective capacity ; 
that is, by its only representative, the General Assembly. By that 

* In a country parish known to the writer of this article, there are five day 
schools, besides the parochial one; three of which — an infant school and two fe- 
male schools — have been organized by the clergyman, who has also, besides these, 
established six Sunday schools. One of the clergymen of the city of Edinburgh 
has the education of 980 young persons under his immediate superintendence. 
It may be useful to give the details in this latter case, as showing the sort of 
interest which the Scottish clergy are again beginning to take in the education 
of youth. They are as follow: — two infant schools, attended by about 100 
each ; a senior female school, 90 ; boys' ditto, 60 ; class of religious instruction 
for children of the better classes, 200 ; young gentlemen's class for religious 
instruction, 30; young ladies' ditto, 80 ; servants' ditto, 120; Sunday-school, 
200. 
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organ alone it has influence to win fronn one portion of the popula- 
tion what may contribute to the Christian instruction of another. If 
such aid, therefore, from the general sympathy, be required in any 
part of Scotland, it must be considered as the duty of the General 
Assembly to seek the means of extending it as far as possible, no less 
than it is the duty of every minister to consult and to provide for 
the proper education of his own parish. There is, besides, one feature 
of the present time that might well sucrgest to the Church the em- 
ployment of every instrument it commands, and especially of its 
General Assembly, in the care and government of education ; and 
that is, the extraordinary advances now making in general instruc- 
tion among the people throughout the country. That instruction is 
sometimes almost entirely secular ; and in such cases it is satisfac- 
tory to observe that it does not appear to have been always consid- 
ered as sufficient for the whole work of education. On the contrary, 
there appears to have been a prevailing expectation that the qualifying 
and vital element of religion was still to proceed from the hands of 
the Church. It is manifest, indeed, that an instruction merely secular 
cannot safely be allowed to proceed alone; and that the greater 
progress which it makes, the more it behoves to be accompanied 
with an instruction which embraces religion as its most essential 
part. In accordance, probably, with some such views, there has 
been throughout Scotland, during the last year, a greater promise 
than had been given before, of support to the educational measures 
of the Assembly. Not a few of the presbyteries have formed them- 
selves into associations in aid both of these measures, and of the 
scheme for extending Christianity abroad. The plan may have 
some varieties in the different presbyteries; but generally it em- 
braces these essential particulars, — that in every parish within the 
presbytery, there shall be for these objects an annual collection, at the 
most suitable season of the year ; that in such parishes there shall be a 
periodical communication, to all who are interested, of intelligence on 
the progress of the Assembly's measures; and that the parochial col- 
lections shall be thrown together in a common fund, and the distri- 
bution of the total amount voted annually by the presbytery. Asso- 
ciations of this kind, if more extended, and if steadily maintained, 
will soon enable the Church to effect very signal benefits in education 
by means of its General Assembly; and it may be hoped, that when 
the Committee are next called on to report, the example may have 
been followed by all or by the greater part of the presbyteries 
in the Church." 
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Project of a Plan of Moral, Industrious, and Intellectual Education 

for Females, 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

* Nothing more is wanted than the dejcree of liberality now ad- 
vocated, to obtain for Britain at large the invaluable boon of popular 
education. If dominant sects are listened to, we shall never see the 
day of its coming ; our people will remain uneducated secularly, un- 
educated religiously, and continue in their present state of debase- 
ment and suffering:. It is trusted, it is entreated, that the conscien- 
tious of the dominant sects will lay the state of the question to heart. 
For it has come to this issue : Education to embrace all sects, or no 
education. Let them not, by holding out, defeat both our object 
and their own. The government once persuaded that is the alter- 
native (and there can be little doubt that they are so persuaded, and 
moreover that a large majority of the legislature are so too,) ought 
not to wait till they succeed in removing prejudices and reconciling 
clashing interests. On them a tremendous responsibility rests. The 
state of the country calls for the education of the people with a voice 
which overwhelms the chill and feeble tone of sectarian opposition. 
An immense increase of political power has been given to a class, 
us yet but imperfectly educated. Is it reasonable to expect a wise 
use of that power without a great enlargement of the means of 
education ?' 

In an age in which there is so decided a tendency towards 
an amelioration of the existing systems of education^ all who 
have devoted their time and attention to the education of 
youth are called on to contribute their share of information, 
in order to assist in solving a question of such vital import- 
ance to the happiness of individuals and of society in general. 
As an introduction to the subject which we shall attempt to 
discuss, we have selected the above extract from the ex- 
cellent work of Mr. J. Simpson, a Scotch advocate. 

What is the true destination of women ? To be wives and 
mothers, to watch and preside over domestic duties, to be 
the ornaments of society, to be competent to give the first 
instruction to their children, thoroughly to understand the 
characters of their husbands, and on all occasions to be 
able to assist them with their advice. But all this necessarily 
implies a cultivated mind, sound judgment, and great sen- 
sibility obedient to the control of reason. Where is the 
woman who would desire a better lot than to be the wife of 
the man of her choice, associated with him in one common 
interest both tending to the same end, educating her children 
wisely without however quitting her own sphere ; possessing 
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the affection of her friends^ and the esteem and approbation 
of society ? Where is the woman who would not feel herself 
happy, though possessed of a small or even straitened for- 
tune, in pasi^ing her life divided between the dearest affec- 
tions of the mind, and those occupations and pleasures 
which delight the understanding and satisfy the heart ? Such 
a condition is not very difficult to be attained ; all agree in 
thinking it woman's true position ; women themselves gene- 
rally limit their wishes to it, and ask for nothing more. How 
then does it happen that it is the position of so few, and that 
the condition of women in society is so often miserable ? 
It may be attributed, we think, to the general absence of a 
good plan of practical moral education, that these evils arise 
which the actual state of society aggravates still more. 

By education we do not mean merely the lessons given in 
childhood ; but that progressive instruction acquired during 
the course of life, as much by experience as by reflection. 
The education of all females is in many respects extremely 
deficient ; and if this be the cause of their exerting a per- 
nicious influence on morals, so does the positive morality of 
society reciprocally exercise a baneful influence over them. 
What we here understand by morals, is the totality of opinions, 
conduct, and rules of life, and in this sense we may say that 
it is in positive morality, and not in positive law, that we must 
seek for the radical evil that affects the condition of woman. 
Let us begin by examining in what manner, if we mistake 
not, the greater part of females in the middle and higher 
classes are brought up. The first habits received, are those 
of idleness and slothfulness ; the instruction imparted is false, 
limited, and superficial 5 the tastes acquired, those of dress 
and the world ; the ideas imbibed, frivolous, and without any 
reflection ; and all this being increased by a naturally delicate 
organization, they at last forget the substance of everything 
to think only of the shadow. The aim of this education is 
to furnish women with those external advantages which are 
likely to captivate men at first sight, and to obtain for them 
the doubtful advantage of a rich establishment which fortune 
may perhaps offer them. Few are the chances, however, 
that such an expectation will be realized. It is in a great 
degree owing to this artificial education of females, that 
young men who are fond of study and devoted to scientific 
or literary pursuits are deterred from matrimony. Serious 
study renders them more reflecting, and consequently more 
prudent. A female brought up as we have described, is 
simply an object of luxury in a family 3 and even supposing 
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a man would wish her to be such, he must first seriously 
consider whether his fortune is sufficient to meet the expenses 
of such a wife. Besides^ those who have fortunes generally 
choose a wife who has one equal to their own ; it is tlierefore 
easily conceived how very few chances of marriage there are 
for young women with little or no fortune. A poor man 
resists his desire to marry through prudence ; the studious 
man from reason ; and the rich from avarice. In fact, the 
education of females is not only frivolous, but false and con- 
tradictory. They are taught things purely ornamental, and 
left entirely ignorant of the world and its dangers, life and 
its realities ; they are cradled in luxury, as if fortune must 
always smile on them ; their energies stifled as if sorrows 
would never assail them; their judgment unnerved as if 
reason would never be useful to them. Instead of moral 
principles, prejudices and rules of etiquette are inculcated, 
which are only destroyed by the dearly bought lessons of 
after experience. With this semblance of education, these 
habits of indolence and frivolity, this ignorance of the world, 
these false and confined notions, this soft and vacillating cha- 
racter, young women are suddenly launched into a vicious 
and corrupt society beset with dangers, where the path is 
uncertain and every step is dangerous. In the last session 
of the French Chamber of Deputies M. Delessert spoke 
thus : — 

* The education of females is as worthy of your attention as that 
of men, and it is necessary that the laws on the education of girls 
should be revised. I request, therefore, that the Minister of Public 
Instruction will prepare for the next session a law on this subject.' 

To this important motion M. Guizot answered : — 

• The system of the girls* schools at the present day is so uncon- 
nected and badly understood, that I am compelled to declare myself 
unprepared with a set of reasonable propositions on the government 
of female schools ; nor can I yet fix the period when I shall be able 
to present a memorial on this subject.' 

Thus we find the Chamber of Deputies in France recog- 
nizing the absolute necessity of a new code of laws on female 
education. The Minister of Public Instruction, a man fully 
competent to speak on this subject, admits that the present 
system in all that concerns female schools is so vague, that 
he requires much time to arrange his information, and to 
prepare a new series of resolutions. 

The most important of all the institutions of society arc 
those which regard the education of both sexes, because 
education has the power of determining to a great extent the 
happiness of individuals, as well as that of society at large. 
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If we ascend to the origin of all the crimes and evils 
which disturb society^ we shall find it to be the want of a 
good plan of education ; a complete reform in education 
would bring with it all other reforms which the present state 
of society requires. As the influence of education on morals, 
and of morals on education, ought to be simultaneous and 
reciprocal, one cannot advance at a greater rate than the 
other ; for such a disproportion in progress would only be 
attended by discord and confusion. We must not then, in 
our opinion, in a plan of general education, any more than in 
a plan of social reform, frame theories of ideal perfection, 
but examine into the actual state of society^ and ascertain 
what may be effected, — in a word, strive to uproot evil by 
regular progress towards a better order of things. Man 
has not the power of satisfying at once the whole of his 
desires : he must limit his designs to what is practicable at 
the time. 

The system of public instruction for the youth of both 
sexes in France and Belgium, comprises establishments in- 
stituted either by the government, or by private persons, 
religious or lay ; and lastly, free-schools, founded by govern- 
ment or by individuals. This competition of the government 
with private persons, the laity with the priests, is called 
liberty of teaching. But it necessarily produces confusion 
in public instruction, and is a great barrier to the organization 
of it, since, except a few trifling restrictions, every one may 
teach what, where, and when he will. A complete system of 
public education is so far from existing in these countries, 
that no exact statistical account of education can be obtained. 
The number of schools varies every day, and the mode of 
instruction pursued in each changes according to the caprice 
of the director. 

This liberty of teaching has these inconveniences: in- 
struction is given without rules, limits, or method ; it becomes 
in private hands frequently an object of pure speculation ; 
instructors are induced to embrace it more from the necessity 
of gaining a maintenance, than from any capacity for such 
an avocation ; parents, who are themselves usually incapable 
of appreciating the distinguishing marks of a really good 
education, find no sure guarantee in any school ; and lastly, 
it prevents the formation of a plan of general education which 
would include all the various branches of instruction. 

Yet still, in the existing state of society, where all insti- 
tutions depend on the principle of competition, this liberty 
of teaching is one of the most valuable privileges, for even its 
very abuses give rise to improvements. 
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Can we say what class of society offers sufficient securities 
to have the monopoly of instruction confided to it ? Is it the 
clergy, the learned laity, the philanthropists, or the govern- 
ment ? Neither the government nor any other class of society 
could at present propose a complete system of public education, 
which should secure the confidence of all parties in every re- 
spect. Competition and liberty of teaching are then indis- 
pensable requisites ; for the most insupportable of all tyran- 
nies, as a large majority would certainly consider it, would 
be that which compelled parents to have their children brought 
up in principles dissimilar to their own. But from this com- 
petition itself a unity of views ought to arise, the only sure 
foundation on which to erect a well-organized system. That 
person or party among all the competitors who can propose 
the best method, and point out the means likely to insure 
its success in practice, should be at the head of all education. 

Now the government alone possesses sufficient means and 
power to engage the most enlightened knowledge in accom- 
plishing this object. Government then should be the centre, 
the focus which, constantly attracting to itself the rich abund- 
ance of new discoveries and intellectual improvement, should 
distribute it through every part of the social body. It will 
be clearly seen, that we suppose a time when government, 
through the medium of representatives, will be truly the 
expression of the people's opinions. For certainly if we 
impute bad or retrograde intentions to government, and if we 
deny the efficacy of the representative system in compelling 
it to keep the path of justice and progressive improvement, 
there is no reason to expect any good from its interference 
in education ; but on the contrary, we must expect to see the 
total destruction of all national education when under its 
direction, and even rejoice at the amount of evil resulting 
from it. This is an extreme case ; but it was the case of 
France during the Restoration. Years, as they roll by, sweep 
from the earth whole generations pertinaciously opposed to 
all improvements ; and what are our hopes that the new gene- 
rations will be more wise ? The liberty of the press, and the 
system of national representation, how imperfect soever, still 
give some hope that, though government is not as willing and 
enlightened as we could desire, it will still keep pace with the 
moral and intellectual improvement of Ihe people. There are 
countries, Belgium for example, where the liberals complain 
bitterly that the clergy daily become more active in theii? 
attempts to engross all public education. But they have no 
reason to complain. The field is open alike to all ; every 
competitor may carry there his ambition, or his philanthropy, 
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The clergy bring both. The liberals, on the contrary, have in 
this, as in every thing else, the fatal maxims of indifference 
— * let it be ;' * let it alone.* The Catholics have gained, and 
ought to have gained, the ascendency over a party that has 
neither agreement in views and exertions, nor any perse- 
verance. The principle of competition granted, the arms are 
equal between all parties ; government alone is the strongest 
of all the competitors, when it will really rouse itself to 
action ; and it will always be the best of all when it wears 
not the livery of a party. When it does, it is more feeble 
than any — it is but an instrument. 

We should then address the government, in every expo- 
sition of a plan of public education. When the government 
refuses its aid, private attempts may supply, to a certain 
extent, the want of a more general action : the condition of 
many may be thus ameliorated, though the mass will remain 
in their suffering condition ; for society can never be effec- 
tually relieved but by institutions capable of including and 
remedying all its wants. One of the means that belongs ex- 
clusively to government, is the command of the public purse. 

A plan of public instruction would probably require an 
increase in the funds already applicable to that purpose; but 
there is no increase in the expenditure to which the repre- 
sentatives of the nation would more readily assent, if ever a 
minister were to submit a plan containing real and vital 
improvement. The rate-payers themselves would probably 
as a body be far from complaining, if the cogent reasons for 
the measure were backed by the authority of the government. 
The philanthropy of citizens, and how far it might be available 
when directed to works really beneficial to society, are things 
yet imperfectly known. In these times men are much accused 
of selfishness, because they are pent up in a narrow circle 
from which there is no outlet, and because all institutions 
tend to make them so : yet there never was a purer spirit of 
charity, nor a more ardent desire to do good to humanity ; 
never also did there exist such division in plans and views, 
never such a variety of systems so vague, so unconnected. 
In the countries of civilized Europe at the present day, there 
needs but a determinate end, and the conviction that good 
must result from it, to induce every one to give out of his 
abundance, and frequently out of his scanty store. We see 
every day subscriptions filled that tend in no way to the 
real public good. What might not be expected from the 
generosity of the same men, when an object should be pre- 
sented to them whose aim was the most important of all 
reforms, one nearly touching the dearest interests of society, 
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as well as those of every individual ; and which in the wisdom, 
the enlightened intelligence^ and capacity of the men em- 
powered to carry it into effect, should give the surest gua- 
rantee for its accomplishment. 

We return to our main subject, the exposition of the 
improvements which the present system of instruction in 
girls' schools requires. The most essential of these concern 
the children of the poor. What is more pitiable than the 
sight of these miserable little creatures frequently a greater 
burden to the poverty, than objects of love to their parents, 
whose intellects are impaired, as well as their bodies, even 
before they are developed \ their after condition is frequently 
one of certain and inevitable misery. The boys may be fit 
for labourers or soldiers ; but the daughters of the very poor 
receiving no education at all, are unfit to discharge well 
the duties of any condition. All this has long been felt ; 
benevolent establishments have been founded for indigent 
females, infant schools are daily erected ; yet all these are 
but palliatives ; they are not sufficient to remedy the evils 
which affect the condition of this class. General measures 
are wanting, which without any exception would provide for 
the future as well as the present. Government ought to act 
upon that obvious principle of consulting the general interest, 
which imposes on society the obligation of giving to every 
member a moral and intellectual education,* and more par- 
ticularly to take all orphans under its protection. Now when 
parents can neither give their children education, means of 
subsistence, nor bestow on them the necessary physical cares 

* In France, the Foundling was erected with this intention. In Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway, the children of both sexes receive an education by a 
master appointed on purpose by the government in every parish. The number 
of foundlings received, maintained, and educated by the French government — 

In ]819 • . 99,346 

1820 . • 102,103 

1821 • • 106,000 

1822 . • 109,000 

1823 • . 111,000 

1824 . . 116,749 
1831 . . 122,981 

Expended 8 J25,84 francs, or 360,000/. 

There are besides similar establishments for orphans ; now when we examine 
these with attention, we cannot deny that the children are, in every respect, 
physical, moral, and intellectual, greatly superior to the neglected children of 
the poor. Maternal care, clean linen, warmth, food, medical attention, and 
even social habits, all these advantages form a contrast with the abject misery, 
filth, and brutality of the greater part of the poor in the towns and villages of 
France, and in many other countries also. It may be necessary to guard against 
the possible inference, that we are recommending Foundling Hospitals. What 
we do recommend is, that governments should not allow a large part of the 
community to grow up in ignorance and brutality, but should check the evil by 
prompt and efficacious measurest 

OcT^— Jan., 1835. D 
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— not even their daily food— are not these unhappy infants 
orphans in reality ? Does it not become an imperative duty 
on society to adopt them as its own children, with the view 
of so instructing and educating theni^ as to prevent their 
giving birth to a race as ignorant and as immoral as the 
parents from whom they are sprung? It is requisite then 
that there should be free-schools in all towns and villages, 
where all children really orphans, or those whose parents 
have not the means of supporting and educating them, should 
be admitted. 

There might be three difierent kinds of schools for poor 
girls. In the first kind, infants from two to six years old 
should be received ; matrons should be appointed, whose office 
would be to take charge of them, prevent their hurting them- 
selves, amuse them with games suited to their age, allot them 
easy tasks, accustom them to good habits, and give them 
true and just answers to every question they might ask. 
These superintendents ought to be good-tempered, moral, 
and intelligent persons, fond of children, interested in their 
little pleasures, and compassionate to their short-lived griefs : 
for this no great degree of knowledge is required. These schools 
would be an immense advantage. Most parents of the poorer 
class really cannot watch over the early years of their chil- 
dren. Forced as they often are to attend to their out-door 
occupations during the day, they are obliged to abandon 
them to themselves; or even if their employments be within 
the house^ still they can but give a partial attention to them 
and must often turn a deaf ear to their complaints and tears.. 

It would be painful to relate all the evils which arise from 
the neglected condition in which the working classes are 
compelled to leave their infants, and to enumerate the acci- 
dents, deformities, diseases, which are thus entailed on them 
through life, or the violent deaths which annually befall so 
many. What an incalculable benefit would it be to the 
workman and the artisan, to have large well-aired apartments 
where they might send their children, either to remain alto- 
gether, or only during the day, with the certainty of their 
being taken care of, and having that attention paid which 
the parents cannot bestow themselves. If we consider at 
what a trifling expense so much good might be effected, were 
it nothing more than a safeguard to the tender years of in- 
fancy, it would be a great advantage gained. Infant schools 
are now very generally established in England^ but to make 
them universal and efficient, the care and protection of 
government are necessary.* Savings banks, combined with 

*" See a subsequent article in this Journal on Savings Banks* 
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infant schools, well conducted, would prove of all means the 
most efficient for raising the character of the poorer classes 
at present, and securing a future race of industrious and 
moral men and women. 

Again; these establishments, in which every attention 
would be paid to all physical wants, conjointly with the ru- 
diments of moral education given to children in early child- 
hood, would offer such advantages to parents of all classes, 
who cannot devote their time to the incessant watching of 
their offspring, that undoubtedly they would place them there, 
rather than confide them to servants, frequently the first 
corrupters of infancy and youth. In education, as in every 
other institution, the advantages arising from association are 
very great. The more this is encouraged, the more efficient 
will education become. Similar to these schools for the 
people, there should be schools of a higher order for persons 
in the middle class. The care and attention should be the 
same in all respects, for there is no essential difference in 
early education, how distinct soever the situations of children 
may be. 

It may^ perhaps, be thought that private persons acting on 
the principle of competition, would wish to appropriate this* 
branch of industry to themselves, and erect pay-schools on 
their own account, and only leave to government the expense 
of the free»schools, or of such for the establishment and 
maintenance of which the aid, at least, of government is 
essential. This is precisely the case where the government 
has nothing to fear, whenever it will undertake the task. 
The object of a private individual in opening a house of edu- 
cation is always that of profit, or at least to procure a com- 
fortable subsistence. Government, on the contrary, ought 
to aim only at public good, and so far from desiring any 
profit, it ought to supply deficiencies from the public purse. 
But if it has nothing to fear from competition in pecuniary 
matters, may it not apprehend rivalry from the merit of in- 
structors? Here, again, the superiority of government shows 
itself; for in this case, above all others, it possesses the 
means of attracting general confidence by selecting teachers 
distinguished by their virtues and talents. It is also the 
business of government to form instructresses in normal 
schools established for this purpose. 

Perhaps it may be objected, that a line of demarcation 
between the poor and middle classes is but a sorry basis for 
a plan of national education. We answer, that notwith- 
standing all the prejudices and abuses destroyed, there will 
still exist two totally distinct orders of society — those who 

d2 
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possess wealth, and those who have nothing — the working 
class who labour to subsist, and the affluent, to whom labour 
is unnecessary. Among women, especially, this is a very 
great difference : we have the labouring and domestic class, 
for example^ where each individual is obliged to gain her 
bread by daily work ; and the superior class, in which re- 
munerated labour forms an exception, a grievous necessity, 
and is submitted to unwillingly. Such is the actual basis 
on which society is constituted : it is undoubtedly a great 
misfortune, and it is to be wished, because it would be for 
the happiness of all, that every member of society should 
work either manually or intellectually ; but still we repeat, 
society is so organized, and we are obliged to live in it. 
Education, which is but an apprenticeship to after life, must 
necessarily be based on positive morality and things as they 
are. To frame schemes independent of existing institutions, 
would be to involve ourselves in purely ideal theories, which, 
though they do infinite honour to the generous philanthro- 
pists who suggest them^ have hitherto remained without any 
result. 

We have stated that there ought to be three different sorts 
of schools for the daughters of the poor. The first, simply 
schools for infants that have not attained the age of six years. 
The second, which we would designate elementary schools, 
should be open to children of the poor from the age of six to 
twelve. The aim of these schools should be to give them a 
moral education, — to develope to a certain extent their in- 
tellectual faculties, — and, lastly, by giving them some trade, 
occupation, or art, to insure the means of subsistence. 
Teaching* should be divided into three parts: the first would 
depend in a great measure on the good conduct, sense, and 
morality, in the teachers themselves; for instructions imparted 
in moral conduct are much better when given by example 
and daily conversations than by lessons and precepts. The 
second part, instruction properly so called, should be confined 
to reading, wnting, arithmetic, and descriptive geography ; a 
greater amount of knowledge could only prove pernicious to 
persons who must subsist by their manual labour. The third, 
which would occupy the greater part of their time, should 
consist in. work. Under this we rank all occupations of 
work-women and domestic servants. The schools ought to 
be an apprenticeship to the different arts of the mantua- 
maker, milliner, confectioner, laundress, &c. &c. Each pupil 
should be taught the greater part of these arts, because they 

V * See Nos. XI. XII. XIII. of the Jonrnal of Education. 
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enter into domestic education, but this would not prevent 
their adopting any one. Now, if we consider what an im- 
mense benefit it is when infancy (deprived of its natural 
guardians) is preserved from the physical evils that menace 
it, how much greater would the benefit be to poor girls, to 
have none but pure ideas presented to them, and sound 
principles inculcated at the same time that they are furnished 
with habits of industry and means of lucrative employment : 
and if we feel persuaded that this blessing would extend 
itself to all the poor female population, beginning from the 
most indigent, we may naturally conclude that this improve- 
ment alone would prepare the way for the complete rege- 
neration of a class the most exposed from poverty to seduc- 
tion. This education, it is true, would not be conducted 
beyond the age of twelve, when the body and mind are yet 
in their infancy ; but the first impressions are the most in- 
delibly fixed. There is much to be hoped from the conduct 
of a child well brought up till that age, and whose future 
line of life is traced out. If, however, it should deviate from 
the path of rectitude, it is not its education that must be 
censured, but that state of society where no step can be made 
without being exposed to the contagion of bad example. If 
ever a complete social reform be effected, education will be 
easy; it will perfect itself in the midst of society; every 
speech, every action, of others will serve as a lesson. But 
now, when contact with society destroys the fruits of educa- 
tion, rather than matures them, we must the more carefully 
watch over the first development of the mind and under- 
standing to prepare the soil for a love of virtue, which alone 
affords a sufficient warrant for the goodness of after life.* 

Moreover, the task of government towards the daughters 
of the poor is not fulfilled at the expiration of the six years 
of apprenticeship. The parents who might wish to take 

* ^ In a well-regulated social order,* says Raspail (p. 230), in his work entitled 
Nouveau Systeme de Chimie Organique, *vice and wickedness are anomalies, 
todahility being the ruling propensity. Since civilization has carried the social 
propensity to so high a point, it is but rational to expect that education should 
have gradually diminished, and finally entirely worn away, the predominance of 
a propensity to evil and wickedness ; and this, through its operation of tuw 
and good kabitsj or by new remedial means exciting the development of a 
kindred propensity. Those legislators who have written vengeance on the tables 
of the law, and who, in order (as they pretend) to avenge outraged society, 
have preferred the cruel and useless infliction of torture to any attempts at 
ameliorating the condition, or to seeking a cure for him who is ill-educated or 
diseased, so as to enable him to make ample reparation to the great family for 
whatever wrong he may have done — those legislators, I say, should be consi- 
dered as the most wicked among men, were it not that the context of their 
law evidently proves them to have been the most absurd.* 
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their children home, should be at liberty to do so^ and ought 
also to have that option during the six years of education. 
A deep feeling of affection, it is true (excepting perhaps a 
very few instances^) will always impel them to sacrifice every- 
thing for the advantage of their children. Parents would 
certainly not withdraw their children from the schools, unless 
they could continue at home the good education thus com- 
menced, and provide the means of subsequently establishing 
their daughters in some occupation, such as that of mantua- 
maker and others above-mentioned, or in domestic service. 
The national education of a part, then, of these poor girls 
would be completed at the age of twelve, but still a large 
number would remain of those who are really orphans, or 
those whose parents, reduced to abject misery, or plunged 
into vice, could not take their children. These girls, too 
young to be placed in shops or employed in domestic service, 
would require a third kind of school. This might be desig- 
nated a school of industry f and should be of a truly industrious 
nature, containing spacious workshops, where the girls should 
be employed in all manual labour suitable to the sex. Their 
time would be divided as in the elementary schools, partly 
between religious exercises, moral instruction, reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, and part would be allowed for those physical 
exercises conducive to health. Still the greater portion 
would be devoted to work, the produce of which would serve 
to defray the expenses, and form a fund ultimately to be 
given to the pupils. Provided these establishments were 
well conducted, the expenses would not be considerable, as 
the girls themselves would do all the work of the house, the 
cooking, washing, making their own clothes, and keeping the 
accounts. These industrious institutions would offer a double 
end of utility. These young girls, having received the national 
education described, would possess the most desirable testi- 
monials of morality and capacity : the richer classes would 
feel themselves extremely fortunate in havings such places to 
apply to when they required servants. Generally speaking, 
servants offer no security for morality ; tainted with nearly 
all the vices of their condition, they are the pest of families, 
especially the female servants, whom mothers must in some 
degree admit into the intimacy of their children. The most 
mischievous consequences often follow in families through 
the influence and example of immoral servants. We might 
then rest assured, that the particular care of the education 
of poor girls intended for service would be an advantage 
to every class of society. This reform in education would 
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have the immediate effect of reforming morals, for it must 
be admitted that girls, artless, honesty and thoroughly well 
brought up, would obtain greater regard from their employers 
than the present set of servants. Their mistresses more par- 
ticularly would consider themselves in a manner called on to 
continue their education, that is to say, to guard them from 
all immoral contact which might in any way sully their purity 
or destroy the effect of their early instructions. The servant 
would become another member of a family, and every ine- 
quality, save those of knowledge and refinement, would, in 
fact, disappear ; and this alone would be a great advance ia 
society, at the same time that it secured internal peace to 
private families. If we have succeeded in explaining our- 
selves, it will be understood that the girls will quit the schools 
in rotation from the age of eighteen to twenty-five, for the 
purpose of being placed in some occupation ; those who bad 
passed most time and displayed the greatest ability, to be 
established on their own account^ with that portion from 
the funds which belonged to them. As these leave the 
schools of industry, they would be replaced by others from 
the elementary schools. Thus we might picture the plan of 
national education complete for the daughters of the poort 
From the most tender age they would be instructed in the 
only kind of knowledge suited to their condition, until they 
were completely formed in body as well as mind, and fur- 
nished also with some art, trade, or acquirement, as the 
means of subsistence, so that they should not be thrown 
into the vortex of the world without that well-fprmed cha^ 
racter and that sound practical knowledge, which always 
command attention, respect, and confidence. 

After the schools for the poor, the most important insti- 
tution is that of normal schools,"^ where teachers would be 
formed for all ranks of society. Without normal schools, 
there cannot exist a truly national, that is to say, a regular, 
methodical education, suitable in all respects to the people 
who receive it. The term national education would be im- 
properly applied to any kind of private establishments, in 
which each director or proprietor follows his own ideas and 
plans. This kind of education offers nothing but a mass of 
vague knowledge^ which, having no connecting link with 
practical conduct or actual life, does not, in fact, deserve the 
name of education. National education ought to bind and 

* MM. Levi and Lourmaud have already pointed out a mode of reforming 
education, by opening in Paris a normal school for the gratuitous instruction of 
females intended for governesses. 
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harmonize society by giving it a code of moral, scientific, and 
practical rules. It ought so to cement the whole social body 
that it should participate alike in the progress of intelligence 
and in the improvements of science. It is right, however, to 
add, that before even a foundation could be laid for such an 
institution, there is an almost invincible obstacle which pre- 
sents itself. How can a uniform set of opinions be adopted 
in a society which acts without fixed principles, without 
straightforward views, — where the most opposing ideas float 
about separately, and do not intermingle, — where some are 
obstinately wedded to old methods, while others inconsider- 
ately embrace every new system ? 

It is really astonishing how greatly opinions on female 
education have changed, and how generally the want of more 
solid information is felt, and yet how very little improvement 
has been made during the last half-century. The fault is 
with the old religious and political institutions. We must 
point out and call into active operation the new elements 
that have sprung up in society ; for many such elements 
exist, which are nearly unknown even to the society that pro- 
duces them, but the promulgation of which would meet with 
no opposition. A superior normal school should be founded, 
for the purpose of facilitating the progressive improvement 
of society, through the medium of moral and intellectual 
education. This institution, however, cannot be surrounded 
by too many safeguards to prevent it becoming, under the 
direction of power, or in the hands of innovators, an arbitrary 
instrument. Parents ought always to have the chief superin- 
tendence of their children's education ; the principle of com- 
petition, with the liberty of teaching, ought therefore to con- 
tinue, as a matter of right, though we may expect that social 
improvements, by causing the whole stream of education to 
flow from the normal schools, will ultimately abolish all 
schools, the principles and practice of which are not in har- 
mony with the improved state of society. 

We conceive the following to be the principal regulations 
required in the normal schools, the object of which is to 
form competent teachers for the secondary schools, and 
generally to furnish the establishments throughout the country 
with instructresses or well-informed governesses. Such 
schools would afibrd women those means, which they have 
not hitherto possessed, of receiving extended and solid in- 
formation — of raising themselves to a level with the know- 
ledge of the age — of understanding their own condition — 
and lastly, of serving an apprenticeship to the important em- 
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ployment of teachers; an employment which, so far from 
beings as it appears to be thought, within the compass of 
everybody, requires a particular training, united with some of 
the rarest qualities and talents. The normal schools founded 
in the capital (generally the centre of learning) should have 
a course of instruction which the pupils would follow, in 
whole or in part, according to their capacities. This course 
should embrace all the various branches of female education. 
This instruction should be divided, as with men, into three 
classes — moral, intellectual, and physical science. The class 
of morality should comprehend all the instruction that can 
inform the mind on the general nature of society, and the 
particular part which women have to fill in it; all lessons, pre- 
cepts, and learning, which are calculated to produce virtuous 
propensities and good habits, and inspire them with a love 
of each other and of humanity ; and, lastly^ the study of the 
fine arts, which, at the same time that it unveils the principles 
of beauty, infuses a love of moral order far better than words 
can ever do. — The intellectual sciences should comprehend 
all that can assist in the complete development of the mind, 
in giving correct views of what really w, or rather by leading 
the mind to observe and judge correctly of all things by itself. 

Learning, properly so called^ should be entirely subordi- 
nate to moral education. 

Physical sciences should embrace all the bodily exercises 
that mature the growth and contribute to health. These 
exercises assist the moral and intellectual education, for the 
mind cannot be mistress of its own powers when the body 
suffers from disease or weakness. — Female professors would 
be more suitable in these establishments than men ; but un- 
happily the old system of education has hitherto prevented 
them from attaining the same skill in the arts and sciences. 
It would then be absolutely necessary at first, in almost every 
department, to employ men as professors in the normal 
schools, though the object would be to replace them in 
course of time by females. This might, in part, be effected 
almost immediately, for the masters in the female schools 
ought to be replaced by female teachers from the normal 
schools as soon as they are qualified. If we find men gene- 
rally acting as teachers in public and private female edu- 
cation, it is solely because of the difficulty in finding females 
sufficiently instructed to fill the office. Contiguous to the 
edifice designed for the public lectures, a house should be 
appointed to lodge those pupils of the normal school who 
do not reside in the capital. The rules of this should be as 
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strict as in the school itself; the most scrupulous, even 
rigid, attention ought to be paid in the admission of pupils^^i 
but still more in the choice of teachers* Equal caution 
ought to be observed in the admitting out-door students. 
The normal schools instituted by government, and main- 
tained at its expense, should be pay-schools, except perhaps 
in a few cases, where government might admit gratis a cer- 
tain number of pupils, chosen from females who presented 
themselves as candidates, but whose limited means did not 
allow them to pass some years of apprenticeship in the 
normal schools. The other pupils should pay a fixed sum> 
the produce of which would serve to defray a part, if not the 
whole, expense of the establishment. 

At the same time that the government founds a normal 
school in the metropolis, it ought also to open establishments 
for public education throughout the kingdom, in the different 
counties^ districts, or principal towns, according to the wants 
of the population. These establishments should consist of a 
house, library, and all other requisites proper for instruction. 

Those pupils of the normal schools, pointed out by the 
teachers themselves as the most distinguished for intelli* 
gence, benevolence, and aptness, should be appointed by 
the government to these schools, there to introduce all the 
improvements which their experience may suggest in the 
arts and sciences which they themselves have been taught 
in the normal school. A certain number of pupils should be 
admitted gratuitously in these, as in the normal schools; 
government might also receive an annual interest for the 
money expended on these institutions ; but the remainder of 
the profits should belong to the teacher. It roust be obvious, 
that the institution of a normal school would greatly improve 
the condition of that class of females who, unhappily deprived 
of fortune, and incapacitated for labour by their social position 
above the lower orders, are yet frequently in a more dis- 
tressing situation than any of the labouring class, living from 
day to day in a melancholy and precarious state of existence ; 
indeed, we do not hesitate to affirm that such females are, of 

* ' The method of instruction, and the general discipline of the school, though 
very strictly laid down by law (in the grand duchy of Baden), still depend 
greatly upon the master ; and I have had opportunity of ascertaining that the 
moral condition of a whole parish had been changed by the appointment of a 
good or bad schoolmaster ^ and his continued residence in the place. M'^ere there 
space, some most striking instances of this fact (in the same grand duchy) 
might be given, showing the absolute necessity of what have been called normal 
schools, from the immense influence that primary schoolmasters exercise upon 
the moral condition of the people.— G, T.' — Education^ — Letter JII. to Lor4 
Mthwrp, 
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all others^ the most to be pitied. Should not society render 
them some assistance ? — is it not a duty incumbent on it to 
provide subsistence, or rather the means of obtaining it^ for 
all its members P—does it not become a more imperious duty, 
when women are concerned, — ought it not to take them 
entirely under its protection ? The least it can bestow is an 
education which may enable them to provide for themselves 
some art or occupation suitable to the situation in which they 
were born. 

Having claimed for the daughters of the lower orders the 
only education suited for them in the existing state of society, 
and which it is the duty of society to give,— namely, one to 
fit them to become workwomen, artists, servants, &c.— we 
demand, for the same reason, on behalf of the daughters of 
the higher orders, an education to qualify them for the only 
social employment which remains open to them, — that of 
teaching. Let it be remembered also, that the pupils from 
the normal schools, who are nominated by government to the 
direction of other establishments, would not be the only 
females whose subsistence would be insured ; but that, by a 
natural consequence, this benefit must extend to all the 
pupils. The certain result of such an establishment would 
be, as in the case of mothers and mistresses of shops applying 
to the industrious schools for workwomen and servants, that 
the principals of female schools would apply to the normal 
schools for their teachers and governesses, either for public 
or private tuition. This class of females would then be saved 
from the horrors of want ; they would have a noble end in 
view, and the means of obtaining it. What an unbounded 
influence might not these normal schools thus obtain over 
private education, through the medium of teachers and 
servants brought up under their roof and fully trained for 
their respective duties. 

Lastly, let us reflect how this education, so uniform and 
yet complete, issuing, as it were, from one common source — 
the normal school — whose pupils had all received the same 
kind of instruction from properly qualified teachers, would 
again diffuse this superior intelligence through all ranks of 
society by their superintendence of private and public edu- 
cation. Let us reflect what an influence education would 
exercise over the whole community by the exertions of those 
females who had received the training of the normal schools 3 
and we can scarcely form an idea, what might be the effects of 
a national education on morals and opinions, if the govern- 
ment, that is to say, the organ of society at large, became 
the master and director of it. 
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Before concluding this article we roust answer an objec- 
tion, which may perhaps be raised^ on the score of individual 
liberty ; for in all establishments of this kind, what is most 
to be feared is that persons should be considered as things, 
and compelled to follow certain invariable rules, while the 
very character of our nature revolts against all restraint. 
It is then necessary to lay down as a law, that the pupils of 
the normal school, even those who are gratuitously admitted, 
shall not be required to take any engagement^ nor bind 
themselves to follow the profession of teaching — not even 
engage to remain a fixed period in the establishment; so 
long as they are there, they should follow the rules and sub- 
mit to the duties imposed, but with perfect liberty to quit 
the moment they desire. Even after being appointed to 
the government schools^ they should always have the power 
of relinquishing their situation, if agreeable to them to do 
so. Parents also ought to preserve the right of placing 
their children either in the government establishments or in 
private schools. It cannot be too frequently repeated, that 
liberty of teaching, so long as it does exist, or rather so long 
as it preserves the estimation in which it is held at present, 
renders, in a great degree, a complete national education 
impracticable ; still, under existing circumstances, much may 
be done by the government showing a model of better schools 
than any which now exist, and by continually training up a 
set of teachers who will deserve the confidence of the public. 
The perfect liberty which every person ought to enjoy of 
sending his children to private schools of his own choice, 
would tend to counterbalance any evils that might arise in a 
system of public instruction under the direction of the go- 
vernment; for no government system could maintain itself in 
this country, if its schools became less efficient than those 
managed by private individuals. 

The industrious and normal schools would then be for 
two classes of females, whose education would be determined 
by their social position. — There remains yet another, much 
the least numerous and important class in society, that is to 
say, those whose fortune allows them to consider education 
as merely a means of moral and intellectual cultivation^ so 
far as it is in harmony with the ideas and wants of existing 
society. We must then have a third kind of public esta- 
blishments, M'hich we would name intermediate schools ^ for 
those females who seek in education only a methodical de- 
velopment of their faculties, and not the means of subsistence. 
The object of this third kind of school is nothing more than 
the improvement Qf education as it at present exists ; but 
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this improvement would be greatly aided by the institution 
of a normal school^ which alone can furnish the means of 
perfecting a system which shall embrace education in all its 
parts. 

To those women who feel themselves capable^ and who 
have the will to influence public opinion, we address our re- 
flections on a new organization of female education : if go- 
vernment should still refuse to lend its aid towards modifying 
and perfecting the social body, and education, its foundation 
and framework, let every member at least concur individually, 
as much as lies in his power, towards this desirable end. 



EDUCATION OF PARISH-POOR CHILDREN, UNDER 
THE POOR-LAW AMENDMENT ACT. 

Important as the results are which we anticipate from the 
chief provisions of this bold but wise legislative measure 
(the Poor Law Admendment Act), in checking the headlong 
course of national degradation, we cannot but attach the 
highest value to the clause which falls more immediately 
within the province of the Journal of Education ; namely, 
that in which the commissioners are empowered to make 
and issue rules, orders, and regulations for the education of 
the children in the workhouses. It would perhaps have been 
difficult to pass through the legislature a distinct and sepa- 
rate bill, giving to three individuals so vast a power of doing 
good as is contained in these few words. By other portions 
of the act they have the power of stemming the current of 
corruption and debasement: by this, of imparting new life to 
society, by fitting those who in less than twenty years will 
constitute a large portion of the men and \vomen of the 
country, to contribute to the national prosperity by pursuing 
what is really their own interest. Full as the task is of diffi- 
culties, we trust, indeed we have every reason to hope, that 
the commissioners duly appreciate their situation, — that they 
will meet those difficulties manfully, and, having laid down a 
well-considered plan of action, will not allow themselves to 
be swerved either to the right or to the left by any clamour 
that may be raised against them ; while, at the same time, 
they pay due attention to any good suggestions that may be 
ofi^ered. 

The commissioners, by this act, have a power of enforc- 
ing, although not a system of national education which will 
embrace every individual in the country, at any rate one 
which will extend to every county, town, and village in it. 
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They have the power of exhibiting a model of a national 
elementary schooly and if that model be one worthy of imi- 
tation, we have little doubt of its being gradually and gene- 
rally adopted. The object of the commissioners therefore 
appears to us two-fold : — the immediate one, of educating 
the children of paupers in such a manner as shall rescue 
them from their present dangerous position ; and the more 
distant, but not less important one, of giving an example of 
a sound practical system of education throughout the 
country. 

The plan to be pursued ought to be founded upon a consi- 
deration of the evils to be overcome ; and a knowledge of 
the more prevalent vices of the parents must point to the 
mode of dealing with the children. The pauper population 
consists of the following elements : — In the metropolis and 
the larger towns, some are persons reduced in circumstances 
by inevitable calamity, more are persons reduced by impru- 
dence, and the largest proportion are the offspring of vice, 
confirmed mendicants, thievesi and prostitutes : in the 
country, there are certainly but few who have ever held a 
higher rank in society than that of labourer, but then the 
evil is more widely spread among that class, for in many 
places it would be difficult to find labourers who have not 
at some time received parochial relief. The general effect 
of receiving relief under the old system has been, that those 
who have once received it appear thenceforth to have their 
love of independence blunted, and to grow careless of the 
earnings of labour. The natural springs of prosperity to 
the individual become dried up, and he knows not himself, 
and consequently cannot teach his children how to meet 
manfully the difficulties of life, and to maintain a virtuous 
and independent position in society. The knowledge of the 
principles upon which society hangs together become ob- 
scured, the real nature of the value of labour and the right 
of property are forgotten, while the feeling for domestic 
comforts, the honest pride of independence, and the natural 
affections, all appear to be buried in one common tomb. To 
restore a manly tone, and to give a knowledge of their true 
position in society to that portion of the rising generation 
committed to their charge, is the duty of the commissioners. 
In the workhouses, as at present administered, the method 
of acting with regard to children is, various. We have our- 
selves lately visited the workhouse of St. Mary-le-bone. This 
workhouse is in many respects well conducted, and has the 
character of being upon the best system of any in London 
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The time both of the adults and the children is properly 
employed ; the children receive instruction in various trades ; 
we saw them at work as tailors, shoemakers, ropemakers^ 
and weavers. But the system is defective in several essential 
particulars. The separation of the children from the adult 
paupers was by no means complete, for while at work they 
were mixed up together. A more fatal mistake than this 
could not well be made — for if from the good and virtuous, 
who are advanced in years, youth receive instruction with 
humility and respect, they are too often liable to corruption 
from an intercourse with ' hoary vice and grey iniquity.' 
The literary instruction at this workhouse was of the ordi- 
nary description, reading, writing, and arithmetic ; which, of 
themselves, are but feeble agents in fortifying children with 
principles for their guidance when they go out into the world. 
The reply of one of the children whom we asked. Why he 
should not tell a lie ? was, having the fear of the cane before 
his eyes, < Because he should be punished.' The system of 
labour adopted, although it may produce the habit of con* 
tinned application (a matter, we admit, of much importance)^ 
cannot give a knowledge of the value of labour, or of the 
necessity for the right of property. It is true that a few 
halfpence of their earnings are given to the children weekly, 
but upon being questioned as to the value of their labour 
per week, they replied, that it amounted to three-halfpence 
or two-pence ; they appeared to have no idea of their food, 
lodging, and clothing being given to them in part as a return 
for their labour — these things they considered as a right, 
with which their labour was in no way connected. 

But in most workhouses there is no system at all ; and 
great corruption arises from bringing the adept in vice 
into continual close connection with the inexperienced. 
A workhouse, in most cases^ is little less, if at all less inju- 
rious to character than a prison. In the London work- 
houses we hav€^ ourselves known instances where female 
children have been seduced by the agents of disreputable 
houses ; and we understand that the practice is not uncom- 
mon. The officers of some parishes, aware of these circum- 
stances, have sent their children out into the country to be 
kept I but as the persons who receive them do so for their 
own private interest, and the parishes, in their agreement 
with them, stipulate for little beyond wholesome food and 
clothing, it would be almost too much to expect that any 
sound system should be pursued with reference to the 
future welfiure of these children. Still, however small^ 
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this is a step, made by the parishes themselves, to obviate 
un evil (for the 7 Geo. III. relates only to children under six 
years of age), and we should feel an inclination rather to im- 
prove upon it than to strike out any scheme altogether new. 
We have lately visited an establishment of the kind at Nor- 
wood in Surrey, in which there were five hundred children, 
kept by a person of the name of Aubin. This establishment, 
although deficient in many points of importance^ possessed 
sufficient of what was good to assure us of its capability of 
becoming a powerful engine in benefiting the community. 
Mr. Aubin appeared to be an intelligent individual^ well 
aware that his only chance of maintaining his establish- 
ment was by making it worthy of approbation. We under- 
stood that he receives a weekly allowance of 4^ . 3d. for each 
child ; and, to judge from the appearance of the children^ 
the food which we inspected, and the airy lodging-rooms, 
his mode of treating them must be liberal. Indeed, if we 
were to find fault on these points, we should say^ that the 
beds were too soft and the bread too white ; for we feel 
assured that a child is not best brought up to contend with 
the difficulties of life by indulgence and too delicate treat- 
ment. A child should have all that is most wholesome and 
cleanly, but should not be allowed to despise either the hard 
bed or the brown loaf. Besides, the hard bed is much 
more wholesome. But Mr. Aubin not only feeds the 
children well, but also gives them some little instruction in 
reading and writing, which is valueless certainly for rightly 
forming the character, but indicates his desire to do what he 
thinks the best ; he also employs them, so as to fix their 
attention, in sorting bristles of various colours for brush- 
makers. Having said thus much in favour of the institution 
at Norwood, we must observe that there appeared to be but 
little provision made for the bodily exercise of the children, 
and no system adopted for the purpose of giving them a 
knowledge of their condition and duties in after life. We 
have heard, indeed, that at the suggestion of a gentleman 
who visited the establishment, Mr. Aubin was about to 
found an infant school, and to apportion a piece of land to 
the children for gardens ; and judging from what we saw, 
that Mr. Aubin was only desirous of having a good system 
pointed out in order to adopt it, we consider it to be highly 
probable that such is the fact. 

But supposing the corruption of a workhouse to be entirely 
put an end to by judicious arrangements, still we are not 
disposed to allow that all the most serious objections to 
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bringing up children within their walls would be removed. 
A child should never be degraded — a child should never have 
to wipe off a stigma from his character which he never can 
have merited. Some children would be so weighed down by 
a knowledge of having been brought up in a workhouse, that 
they would never have a chance of afterwards succeeding in 
life ; while others, more hardy, feeling the world their 
enemy, would become its enemies in return. The receptacle 
for those who have been brought to want by either their own 
imprudence or vice is not a good place for youth to start 
from in the race of life. It is therefore our conviction, after 
reflecting on the subject, that the school at which the parish 
poor children are to be educated ought not to be within the 
walls of a workhouse. But supposing the commissioners to 
take the same view of the case with ourselves, will the statute 
bear them out ? — we are of opinion that it will. The clauses 
bearing upon this question are as follows : — 

* And for executing the powers given to them by this act, the 
said commissioners shall, and are hereby authorised and required, 
from time to time, as they shall see occasion, to make and issue all 
such rules, orders, and regulations, for the management of the poor, 
for the government of workhouses, and the education of the children 
therein, and for the management of the parish poor children, under 
the provisions of an act made and passed in the seventh year of the 
reign of his late Majesty King George III., entitled an *' Act for the 
better Regulation of Parish Poor Children of the several Parishes 
therein mentioned, within the Bills of Mortality ; and the Superin- 
tending, Inspecting, and Regulating of the Houses wherein such 
Poor Children are kept and maintained, &c." It shall be lawful for 
the said commissioners, and they are empowered^ from time to time, 
as they may see fit, &c., with the consent, &c.,to order and direct the 
overseers or guardians of any parish or union, not having a work- 
house or workhouses^ to build a workhouse or workhouses^ and to 
purchase or hire land for the purpose of building the same thereon ; 
or to purchase or hire a workhouse or workhouses, or any building 
or buildings for the purpose of being used or converted into a work- 
house or workhouses.* 

And where they find a workhouse already in existence, 
there is a power given not only to alter and enlarge the 
same, but also ^ to build, hire, or purchase any additional 
workhouse or workhouses.' 

Although the first clause quoted gives the commissioners 
power only over such children as may be in the workhouses, 
and such as come under the act 7 Geo. III. (this act relates 
to the sending pauper children under six years of age from 
London into the country to be nursed), the subsequent clauses 
give them the power of multiplying (with consent of the local 
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authoritirs) workhouses as much as they please ; for not 
only can they build or hire a workhouse where there is not 
one already^ but they can also build or hire an additional 
workhouse or workhouses. And as the act gives them un- 
limited control in the direction of workhouses, and the 
interpretation clause gives a very comprehensive meaning to 
the term workhouse*, they may, if they please, allot one 
workhouse to grown-up persons, and another to children. 
Were they, therefore, to establish a school for the poor 
children in each parish or union, such school would, we con- 
ceive, come within the comprehension of the statute, and be 
a workhouse, although not such a workhouse as would inju- 
riously affect the children. Except in localities where there 
are workhouses already existing, with sufficient room for the 
separate lodging and schooling of the children, the expense 
attending such a total separation of the youthful from the 
adult paupers would not be much more than boarding them 
within the walls of the workhouse itself. If they were boarded 
and schooled within the walls of the workhouse, they must 
have a school-master and school-mistress : the superintend- 
ing officer of the union workhouse never could perform the 
double duty of attending to the adult establishment and in- 
structing the children. If the establishments were separated, 
as we recommend, they might still be sufficiently near to one 
another to allow all the economy which the provisioning of a 
great number allows. 

In this Journal we have constantly enforced the important 
truth, that instruction in mere reading and writing is not 
education. In no instance was it ever more important to 
enforce it than in the present, for such a bare save-trouble 
system pursued with regard to the poor children would, we 
feel assured, be not merely negative as to good, but probably 
foster the very evils which the Poor Law Amendment Act is 
intended to destroy. 

The main use of education, as it appears to us, is to incul- 
cate sound views as to the objects of life, and to give know- 
ledge and habits that will enable the individual to attain 
them. For this purpose he must not only be habituated to 
industry, know the value of labour, and respect the rights of 
others, but he must be accustomed to derive his happiness 

* ' The word workhouse shall be constmed to mean and indude any honse 
in which the poor of any parish or union shall be lodg^ and maintained, or 
any house or building purchased, erected, hired, or used, at the expense of the 
poor<rate, by any parish vestry, guardian or overseer, for the reception, em- 
ployment, cUutificaHon, or relief of any poor person therein at the expense of 
the parish.'— 4 and 3 WiU. IV, c. 76, sec 109. 
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from legitimate sources from ^be earliest period of his life. 
All of us love excitement ; excitement is indeed life ; but to 
be of real service either to the individual or society, it must 
proceed from pure and proper sources, and be directed to 
right objects. The vagrant has been accustomed to the ex- 
citement of uncertainty ; he has learned to derive a pleasure 
from the risks of his wandering life, from dishonesty, and 
from pilfering, and if allowed to come into contact with the 
more youthful portion of the community, would probably 
seduce them by his tales of hair-breadth escapes and occa- 
sional luxury. 

Let us consider how an unexpensive course of education 
can give, first, a knowledge of the use and necessity of the 
right of property; secondly, a knowledge of the value of 
labour ; thirdly, a deep tone to the religious and moral sen- 
timents ; and fourthly, a due appreciation of what is most 
valuable in life, considered chieny with reference to that 
station in life which the individual is likely to fill. 

First, a man born blind cannot possibly form any idea of the 
nature of colour, and a man who has never possessed, or has 
not a prospect by exertion of acquiring, any property of his 
own, cannot readily comprehend the respect that is due to 
the property of others. We are in the habit of looking at the 
errors of mankind with an eye of compassion, and are dis- 
posed to attribute wrong action in the majority of cases rather 
to the non-existence of favourable circumstances than to any 
thing fundamentally depraved in the characters of the indi- 
viduals. If, therefore, we would have a child learn to respect 
a right to property in others, we would accustom him to the 

Eossession of some from his earliest infancy. His own garden, 
is own box, his own tools, his own books, are things to be 
protected and taken care of. If his garden be entered, and 
his fruit and vegetables destroyed — if his box be broken 
open, and his tools or books carried off or injured — he will 
feel more sensibly what an offence want of respect for the 
property of others is, than if instructed on this head by the 
best lectures that could bQ given. The grand object with 
regard to the majority of mankind is to give them a thorough 
knowledge of what is right, accompanied by a habit of action 
in harmony with it. 

But property, to have the effect described, must be properly 
acquired 5 it must arise from the exchange of labour. If, then, 
the children have a garden, they must pay a rent for the land; 
if they have books and tools, they must purchase them. This 
leads to the second consideration, the inculcation of the value 
of labour — which there would not be much difficulty in doing 
if the children were by degrees taught to direct their labour to 

B 2 
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the acquisition of various articles of necessity, comfort, and 
utility. If a boy wants a box to put his tools in, for instance, 
and has not any money to purchase one, he may construct it 
by his own skill and ingenuity — but the wood and the nails 
must be purchased — for this purpose he can sell vegetables 
or fruit from his garden. For this reason we would take care 
that the children in workhouses had not too many of the 
conveniences of life given to them gratuitously. Articles 
almost of necessity should be wanting, until they had 
tasked their ingenuity and industry to supply the deficiency ; 
much character would thus be developed; the more active 
and intelligent children would be supplied first. The comforts 
which they had acquired would excite others to industry 
until it became a disgrace in the school to be without them. 
A school conducted on such principles assuredly would fulfil 
the true end of all education, the development of the natural 
faculties, and the formation of the character. To train up a 
child in the way he should go, you must place it in circum- 
stances to desire instruction, and by the exercise of its mental 
powers you must facilitate its acquirement. This, then, is the 
first step, and it is to efi'ect this that the friends of education 
have recently so strongly urged the formation of normal 
schools for the preparation of teachers. For as a skilful work- 
man depends upon the fitness of his tools, so does successful 
education depend upon properly educated teachers. In 
France, the government has established such schools, but it 
has done more ; it has undertaken to provide proper manuals 
of elementary instruction (the compulsory use of which, how- 
ever, we could by no means approve); and, among others, 
one which immediately relates to, and cannot be separated 
from, this division of our subject, namely, Les Principes de 
VEconomie PubUque, a kind of work much wanting in all our 
elementary schools. Our instruction is too exclusively reli- 
gious : our duty to man is too little taught, and still less are 
the principles involved in this second and great command- 
ment developed or explained. On this branch of the subject 
we cannot but refer our readers to Professor Pillans' evidence 
before the committee of the House of Commons on Education. 
Professor Pillans says (question 494) — 

* I conceive that the great defect in the system which the church 
has patronized, particularly hitherto, lies in the extremely limited 
nature of the information communicated, and the object being almost 
entirely the making members of the Church of England, and incul- 
cating a blind submission to her, instead of imparling along with 
religious instruction that general information and intelligence which 
alone can make a school ultimately valuable to an individual who is 
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to be in the lower walks of life. So narrow and unattractive is the 
instruction ^iven in the schools which call themselves, by a misnomer. 
National, that I think it by no means unlikely that a considerable 
proportion of the pupils, ten years after quitting them, will be found 
to have lost the power of reading. So little are their minds imbued 
with the love of books or of knowledge by the school business, that 
they have little temptation, in the ordinary circumstances of a life of 
labour, to keep up the acquirement. I conceive that by far the most 
important point to be considered in a national system of education, 
is the course of instruction that ought to be followed ; and that as 
long as the books perused and the instruction delivered upon them 
are of an exclusively religious cast, it is vain to expect that school 
training will contribute materially to form a moral, religious, and 
intelligent population.' 

This is precisely the view that we take of the subject. 
The object should be to develope the powers of the mind by 
the instrumentality of elementary education — just as gym- 
nastics are intended to give strength and activity to the 
powers of the body. 

Thirdly. Let us now consider how a deep tone may be given 
to the moral and religious sentiments. The moral sentiments 
will, in some leading points, have been effectually cultivated, 
when a child shall have been led to respect the right to pro- 
perty, and become acquainted with the value of labour. He 
will then have practically learned justice, industry, and fru- 
gality; and we are very much mistaken if the constant neces- 
sity that will exist for reciprocal good offices in the manage- 
ment of their little affairs, will not also generate a more 
accurate knowledge of duty towards their neighbours. Each 
child will find that simple justice from others towards himself 
will not be by any means sufficient : he will find it cold, he 
will want their good will also^ and those kind offices of which 
he who gives takes no account ; but he who receives repays 
in a measure ^ pressed down and running over,' and still not- 
withstanding his payment holds himself- a debtor for ever. 
The youthful mind will thus be well prepared to receive the 
seeds of instruction ; and every word, as it falls from the mouth 
of the master, exhorting to justice and truth, good will and bro- 
therly aflfection, will take firm root in the mind and bring forth 
fruit. For religion also the mind will be well prepared ; there 
M^ill be a palpable perception of the blessings of the Almighty. 
There will be already a healthy body, and a contented mind, 
good will towards man, and an habitual intercourse with 
nature ; and if in addition there be prayers, hymns, and 
religious instruction, and he who teaches be himself deeply 
impressed with the importance of what he is saying, it will 
neither be found that the religious sentiments have been left 
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uncultivated, nor that they are without influence upon 
conduct. 

A right judgment of what is most valuable in life can 
scarcely fail to be the consequence of a child's mind having 
been trained in the manner above-mentioned, for he will 
enter life with some practical experience of character and of 
things^ with habits of industry^ and a knowledge of his duty 
to God and to man ; and he will be fitted to become a better 
husband, a better parent, and more faithful servant, than if 
merely instructed in bare reading and writing. 

There is, however, one circumstance which we have some 
difficulty in providing for. The children are the offspring 
of paupers, and consequently home cannot well be appealed 
to in order to rouse their affections : honied that most en- 
dearing of all ties, is wanting to them ; the respectability 
maintained by their parents, cannot be appealed to as a mo- 
tive for good conduct. This last is a most important cir- 
cumstance, for even the most profligate men have held the 
respectability of those from whom they were sprung as some- 
thing sacred; when, but for that consideration, they have 
been ready to outrage every law, divine and human. 

Although the parish would be entitled to all profit from 
the labour of the children as paupers, we consider it essential 
for the purposes of such an education as would go to the 
root of the present moral disease, that it should, on the con- 
trary, belong to the children ; and as, by the new law, relief is 
to be considered as a loan for which the wages of the re- 
ceivers of it may be attached^ and relief given to children 
under the age of sixteen years is deemed to be given to the 
parent, the parent will be chargeable for all relief given \o 
the child. It would therefore be desirable that the child should 
be made acquainted with this circumstance, and be exhorted 
to exert himself in order to lighten the weight which he must 
be to his parents. This consideration^ when rightly pre- 
sented^ would to many be a powerful stimulus to exertion. 

It might, however, be arranged in another manner. All 
beyond absolute necessaries might be denied to children 
capable of earning something by their labour, until their in- 
dustry had enabled them to purchase them. We should^ 
however, for the sake of the kindlier feelings, prefer making 
the child dependent upon the parent, and exert himself to 
relieve him of the burthen. 

Should, however, a child capable of exertion either refuse 
to labour, or not appropriate its proceeds to legitimate pur- 
poses, he may easily be taught that he who has not earned a 
dinner shall not eat one, and that even he who misuses his 
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own property will not escape altogether the consequences 
of his folly. Blows, we feel convinced, from what we have 
witnessed in the treatment of destitute children by the 
Children's Friend Society at Hackney- Wick, may be dis- 
pensed with. The most obdurate will yield to kindness and 
to a good discipline, enforced by one whose character com- 
mands respect. When punishment is absolutely necessary, 
a blow is a punishment of the worst kind, for not being 
directed to the source of the evil, it cannot cure it. 

If the system of education here proposed, or any other of 
a similar nature, were to be pursued, we could wish it to be 
followed up by instruction very different from what is now 
given at the national schools. Still, even retaining the literary 
instruction of the national schools, much of what is sound 
and valuable would be obtained, and we should not be appre- 
hensive of any very bad consequences from it. As the com- 
missioners would have less prejudice to contend against in 
introducing some such system as we have here proposed, and 
retaining with it the literary instruction now generally esta- 
blished, than in making any material change in the method 
of literary instruction, we should wish them to make one 
step secure in the first instance, leaving other changes for 
subsequent consideration. 

Among the pauper youth, a considerable number are in- 
fants, or very young children, to whom of course the pre- 
ceding remarks can apply only to a limited extent. Expe- 
rience, however, has shown that children of a tender age 
may learn much that will be of service to them in after life. 
Infant schools have been established for this purpose, and 
conducted in a satisfactory manner in many parts of the 
metropolis and other large towns. The commissioners have 
doubtless taken them into consideration. For parish poor 
children these schools are peculiarly adapted ; for not only 
would the children themselves derive much advantage from 
such schools, but much trouble would be saved, as one school- 
mistress can keep a number of children happy and employed, 
who would require twenty nurses to take care of them. We 
entreat those of our readers who have never visited a well- 
conducted infant school to lose no time in obtaining so great 
a gratification— a sight more interesting we have rarely wit- 
nessed. 
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

MM. De Beaumont and De Toqueville, who were commis- 
sioned by the French government to examine the peni- 
tentiary system in the United States of America, with a view 
to determine the propriety of adopting the same system in 
France, have embodied in the report which they have made 
to the French government on the subject, a considerable 
amount of information concerning the moral condition of the 
people in the States which they visited. Among other 
matters treated of by them, that of public education has not 
been neglected ; and they have given an account of the 
system of public instruction in the State of New York, which 
we think it desirable to abridge for the information of our 
readers. 

The legislature has created two special funds^ one called 
the Literature Fund, the other the Common School Fund. 
The first is appropriated to encourage the higher branches 
of study ; the other to promote elementary instruction. 

An administrative board has been formed consisting of 
twenty-one members or regents, who have in their collective 
capacity received the name of the University of the State of 
New York. The governor and lieutenant-governor of the 
state always form part of the board, and are ex officio mem- 
bers of the university : the other nineteen members are all 
appointed by the legislature. It is the duty of these regents 
to advise with the state legislature upon the formation and 
chartering of establishments for promoting the higher branches 
of study; and the legislature will never act in such cases with* 
out the report of the university. Among all the colleges char- 
tered in consequence of their recommendation, the regents 
annually distribute assistance from the Literature Fund ; it is 
also a part of their duty to inspect the colleges, and to report 
annually concerning the state and progress of each of them to 
the legislative body. The regents have also the power of 
granting medical degrees as well as diplomas in science and 
belles-lettres. 

The second fund, that devoted to the promotion of elemen- 
tary instruction, is much larger than the Literature Fund. 
The information which we have derived from the report of 
MM. De Beaumont and De Toqueville relates almost ex- 
clusively to this branch of the subject. At the head of 
the functionaries to whom the administration of primary 
instruction in the State of New York is intrusted, is the 
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'Superintendent of Schools.'* It is his duty to distribute 
annually in the different counties the pecuniary help afforded 
by the state, and to watch over the execution of the laws 
enacted for the regulation of public schools. He receives 
every year a detailed account of the state of instruction in 
every township of the state, and the result of these accounts 
he makes the subject of a report to the legislature. 

It is obligatory upon each township to establish and sup- 
port one or more schools, and to provide for this object a sum 
at least equal to that given by the state : this sum is obtained 
by means of a kind of property-tax. In every township school 
commissioners are appointed, who control the proceedings 
and expenditure of each school within the township. It is 
their province to select teachers, and to discharge them if 
they see occasion ; but in this case an appeal lies to the 
Superintendent of Schools. 

The money obtained from the two sources above described 
is far from being sufficient for the end in view ; but it acts 
as an inducement to encourage individual exertion, and at 
least to ensure public attention to a subject of primary im- 
portance. In order to defray the rest of the expenses, each 
pupil is made to contribute a certain sum. If these payments 
are at all properly proportioned, the system here described 
may lay claim to a considerable degree of merit. The state 
and the inhabitants at large of the townships have an un- 
doubted interest in the plan, and are very properly called 
upon to contribute towards the success of that undertaking 
from which they are to benefit through the improving morals 
of the people; while the pupils themselves have a further and 
individual advantage, and for this their natural guardians are 
fairly made to contribute more largely than others whose 
interest is only general. 

In the year 1829, the Common School-Fund amounted to 
1 ,684,628 dollars, out of which the state appropriated to the 
different townships 100,000 dollars. The payments made 
by the townships in the same year, amounted to 124,556 
dollars ; and a further sum of 14,095 dollars was obtained 
from a separate fund especially applicable to the same pur- 
pose. The sum of 238,661 dollars was therefore raised in 
that year by the joint contribution of the state and the town- 
ships 'y while those who were especially interested in re- 
ceiving the instruction, paid the additional amount of 821,926 
dollars. The total sum, therefore, paid in the State of New 
York for primary instruction in 1829, amounted to upwards 
of 1,000,000 dollars, or about 221,000/. sterling, llie 
amount paid in that year for the common schools was — 
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For teachers' salaries . 663,903 dollars. 

For books . . . 247,479 

For fuel . . . 92,700 



1,004,082 dollars. 



The perpetuity of the Common School-Fund is guaranteed, 
and its gradual increase provided for by the following clause 
in the Constitution of the State : — ^ The proceeds of all lands 
belonging to this state^ except such parts thereof as may be 
reserved or appropriated to public use, or ceded to the United 
States, which shall hereafter be sold or disposed of, together 
with the fund denominated the Common School-Fund, shall 
be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest of which shall 
be inviolably appropriated and applied to the support of 
common schools throughout this state.* This provision of 
the constitution in relation to the transfer of the proceeds of 
state lands to the School- Fund, took effect on the 1st January, 
1823, at which time the capital of the Common School-Fund 
amounted to 1,155,827 dollars. In 1833, that fund was in- 
creased to 1,735,175 dollars. 

Many of the towns have a local fund for the support of 
schools. These local funds were, in most cases, created by 
reservations of lots of land for school purposes, in the original, 
formation of the townships. When these lots have acquired 
value from the increasing population of the township, they 
have been either sold or let, and the purchase money or rents 
vested in trustees chosen by the inhabitants. Only the annual 
revenue is allowed to be applied to the support of common 
schools ; the capital must be kept entire. From local causes 
many of these school lots have become very valuable, and in 
some towns an annual revenue exceeding 500 dollars is de- 
rived from them. 

In several of the towns a local school-fund exists, which 
has been derived from a different source. In these towns 
there was formerly a fund for the support of the poor, but 
this having been declared by law to be a species of charge 
which should be borne by the whole county, the town-fund 
was no longer needed for its original object. An act was passed 
in 1829, authorizing the inhabitants of any town thus circum- 
stanced to appropriate the poor-fund to other purposes, an 
authority of which they have generally availed themselves in 
favour of the Common School-Fund. From all these various 
sources the whole capital applicable to the purposes of that 
fund in 1833, amounted to 2,028,000 dollars. The manage- 
ment of the Common School-Fund is confided to the same 
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functionaries who manage the general finances of the state ; 
and the Commissioners of the Land Office have the manage- 
ment and sale of the School-Fund lots, in the same manner as 
they have of the lands belonging to the other funds of the state. 

There are 65 organized counties, and 811 townships and 
wards, in the State of New York. Distributed through these 
townships there are 9600 organized school districts, of which 
number 8941 had made reports to the superintendent up to 
the end of 1831. At that time the reported districts con- 
tained 508,878 children between five and sixteen years of 
age, and of those the large proportion of 494,959 were stated 
to have attended the schools during at least part of the 
months appropriated to teaching. In the course of the year 
1831, there had been 267 new school districts formed ; and 
the number of districts from which reports were received 
was greater by 106 than it had been in the preceding year. 

The average number of scholars in each school was 65^ 
and the schools were kept open for the reception of pupils 
during an average period of eight out of the twelve months. 
The number of scholars given above must be understood to 
comprehend all who had been on the school lists during the 
year, and it must not be inferred that each scholar had en- 
joyed eight months of instruction during that time. The 
progress of the system of public instruction in the State of 
New York may be judged from the fact, that in 1816, the 
number of organized school districts was only 2755, and the 
children who were taught during that year were returned at 
140,106; the number of public schools, as well as of scholars, 
has consequently increased in fifteen years to the proportion 
(comparing the numbers at the beginning and end of this 
period) of seven to two. It is certainly an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, and one which shows how highly the advantages 
of instruction are prized by the inhabitants of New York, 
that in so considerable a part of the state as was comprised 
in the returns, thirty-five out of every thirty-six children 
between the ages of five and sixteen were at some period of 
the year attending the public schools. If we take into account 
the many circumstances, which, in a country where the de* 
mand for labour is great and labourers are well paid, would 
induce many to quit their studies before the age of sixteen, 
we may almost venture to pronounce that every child within 
the reported districts receives or has received instruction. 

There are, besides public schools, other educational esta- 
blishments, which as they receive no support from the govern- 
ment, are not subject to inspection^ and are not included in 
the reports above alluded to ; but these do not appear to be 
numerous^ and it is mentioned that the children of the rich 
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and of the indigent meet together in the public schools, to 
the support of which they contribute according to the means 
of their parents. It is a remark made by the inhabitants of 
New York, and the observation might by no means be con- 
fined to that state, ^ that the poor seize with much more zeal 
on the means of instruction offered to them which costs little, 
but for which they nevertheless think they pay, than they 
evince to avail themselves of the same advantages when 
offered as a charity.' The mingling of all classes of children 
in the same schools is encouraged as being in unison with the 
republican institutions of the country. Such a system would 
probably meet with little encouragement among people by 
whom the artificial distinctions of society are valued ; though 
we may observe that this was the case in the former state of 
the free schools of England, and still is to a certain extent. 

The plan which has been described, and by means of which 
the requisite funds are raised, is said to be productive of 
various good results. The public contribution passes from 
the hands of the superintendent to the treasurers of 55 
counties, by whom it is apportioned to the commissioners of 
780 townships and wards^ and by these commissioners it is 
finally paid to the trustees of 8941 districts. The trustees 
are held accountable to the commissioners for the application 
of the money according to the true intent of the legislature ; 
and the commissioners on their part must make an annual 
report to the superintendent, founded upon the reports of the 
trustees. The machinery thus put in motion engages the 
active co-operation of full 38,000 persons, a circumstance in 
itself of great value, as tending to ensure a constant and 
vigilant attention to the cause of education ; while the regu- 
lation which obliges the inhabitants of every township to tax 
themselves for the support of the schools, gives an interest 
in the subject to each individual. Accordingly it is found 
that the school meetings in every district are very punctually 
attended by the tax-payers ; those among them whose pro- 
perty, and consequently whose contributions are the greatest, 
are induced to act as trustees, partly in order to secure them- 
selves against the evils that would arise from a corrupt or 
careless administration of the funds. It is mentioned as 
another benefit resulting from this mode of contribution, that 
the tax-payers who have children are induced to send them 
with more punctuality to the schools, and to put themselves 
to a further charge by that means, in order to obtain an equi- 
valent for the sum whicli they are obliged to contribute. 
These advantages would be lost, if the supply of the requisite 
funds were obtained from the state and the scholars, without 
the compulsory aid of the inhabitants of the townships. 
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The absolute condition on which each township receives its 
allowance from the state, is, that the inhabitants of each town 
shall, by a vote at their town- meeting, authorize a tax to be 
raised among them equal at least in amount to the sum ap- 
portioned by the state. Another requirement is, that before 
the inhabitants of a neighbourhood can participate in the 
public fund, a school district must be organized, a school- 
house must be erected, furnished, and supplied with fuel, 
and that a school must have been collected and taught there 
by a legally-qualified teacher during at least three months. 
It is only on a report of all these conditions having been 
fulfilled on the part of the trustees, that the commissioners 
of townships are authorized to apportion any part of the 
Common School-Fund to the district. 

The incorporated academies to which allusion has been 
made as being under the direction of the twenty-one regents, 
are intended to furnish teachers for the supply of the common 
schools. These academies are now fifty-five in number, one 
for each organized county, and for their erection and endow- 
ment about 400,000 dollars have been expended from sums 
contributed by the state and from individual subscriptions. 
A revenue of 10,000 dollars is annually contributed to these 
establishments by the state ; and in 1B27, a sum of 150,000 
dollars was transferred from the general funds of the state 
to the Literature Fund, for the express object of providing 
education for teachers of common schools, by increasing the 
apportionments to the academies. 

The subject of primary education in the city of New York 
is treated by the magistrates in a manner suited to its vast 
importance. A person is employed at a very liberal salary, 
w^hose only occupation it is to visit parents in all sections of 
the city, and to invite and persuade them to send their chil- 
dren to school ; and it further appears from the report of 
the commissioners, that the corporation of New York has 
passed an ordinance, * excluding from the participation of 
public charity all out-door poor, whether emigrants or not, 
who having children between the ages of five and twelve, 
neglect or refuse to send them to some one of the public 
schools.' The public schools in New York have an excellent 
character, and great efforts have been made of late to increase 
their number and extend their usefulness. 

Our remarks, it will be observed, apply nearly altogether 
to the fiscal administrative condition of the schools in this 
state : of their internal working and the value of the edu- 
cation and instruction given, we are not at present able to 
give any statement. 
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SAVINGS BANKS. 

The moral improvement of society is undoubtedly the pro- 
per end of all efforts for improving the education of the 
Seople, and no subject is foreign from the purpose of this 
ournal which is calculated to contribute to that end. 
The institution of Savings Banks appears to us admirably 
qualified to foster an essential class of our social duties, 
and thus may be said to aid directly the highest purpose 
of education 3 while indirectly it works to the same end, by 
providing the means of obtaming instruction, and probably 
also by generating the desire for it. It has recently come to 
our knowledge, by means of a statement to which we shall 
more particularly refer hereafter, that a large proportion — 
more than one-fifth — of the deposits in a considerable savings 
bank in the west of England are made in the names of children. 
It is probable that similar deposits may have been made in 
other quarters, and we would gladly hope that the fact is so ; 
for we hold it to be unlikely that parents who are willing thus 
to abridge themselves of present comforts for the sake of the 
future comfort of their children, should be unmindful of the 
greater benefit, in even a worldly point of view, which they 
would secure to them by means of instruction. A man who 
exercises the degree of forethought for his offspring which we 
have here supposed, cannot fail to have observed the compara- 
tive unproductiveness of money in the hands of the ignorant; 
that it is almost sure to be soon squandered in profitless dis- 
sipation; while on the other hand, almost every path to 
worldly advancement is filled by those who have received 
and profited by sound instruction. We are aware that in thus 
stating the question we have taken very low ground, and that 
we might, without stepping beyond the reasonable proba* 
bilities of the case, have assumed, that a parent thus anxious 
for the welfare of his child, would not bound his wishes to 
such advantages as we have mentioned, but would also attend 
to the child's moral improvement. 

Savings banks may further be said to assist the cause of 
education by the examples of prudence and self-denial, 
which they are the means of calling forth in the parents-— 
virtues which, in the case of persons in the poorer classes 
of life, cannot fail to have a peculiar influence upon the 
happiness, and consequently upon the character, of their 
families. What comparison can there be in this respect 
between the house where everything is managed with order 
and sobriety, and that in which all that can be taken from 
the vi'eekly earnings, after satisfying the absolute calls of 
hunger, is devoted to intemperance and riot? Into this 
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abode, the kindly virtuesi so powerful in softening the un- 
avoidable ills of life, can never or but rarely enter ; while 
in their stead will be found those constant strifes and 
bickerings which alienate the affections and poison every 
source of enjoyment. It is a common and we believe a well- 
founded remark, that the children of persons habitually in- 
temperate seldom resist the contagion of example, that they 
are almost certain to grow up in the indulgence of the same 
brutalizing vice which has been so constantly presented to 
their view and recommended by the practice of those to 
whom they naturally look for guidance. But it is not neces- 
sary that the spirit of improvidence should be carried to this 
dreadful length, in order to its exercising a very injurious in- 
fluence upon the dispositions and characters of those children 
who suffer from its effects. The family of the improvident 
man must be continually exposed to trials and troubles which 
would wear the spirits and ruin the temper of the best dis- 
posed, and which are but too likely to generate dispositions 
of recklessness or feelings of morbid misanthropy, under the 
influence of which it were vain to expect that education 
should exhibit any of its humanizing and beneficial results. 

If we are at all right in the view that has been here taken^ 
we must also be warranted in the opinion that we have ex- 
pressed, as to the great value of those aids to prudence — 
savings banks — and justified in recommending every one 
who has it at heart to better the condition, both moral and 
physical, of society, to promote their extension by every 
means within his power. 

The paper to which we have already alluded, is a well- 
drawn-out statement of the accounts of the Devon and 
Exeter Savings Banks, showing the condition of the depositors 
under various divisions and subdivisions, the number of each 
class whose savings are deposited, and the different amounts 
which individuals in each class have contributed to the funds of 
the institution. We believe that no similar statement has ever 
been drawn out by the officers of any other savings bank in 
the kingdom, although it must be evident that most, if not 
all of them, possess equal facilities for doing it. The use- 
fulness of such information is so evident, that it must be 
needless to enlarge upon its value ; and we trust that in pro- 
portion as the managers of other banks become acquainted 
with the plans and statements so judiciously formed by the 
actuary of the Exeter institution, they will be induced to add 
their part to the stock of our information on the subject. If 
it were practicable to obtain such statements from every 
savings bank in England and Ireland, how much light would 
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they throw upon various questions which are now the sub- 
ject of controversy with regard to the progress and prospects, 
both physical and moral, of the labouring classes in those 
parts of the kingdom ! 

The principal divisions adopted in the statement now 
under our notice are five: 

1. Domestic servants, under three subdivisions. 

2. Persons engaged in trade and manufactures, under 
eight subdivisions. 

3. Persons engaged in agriculture, under three subdivisions. 

4. Persons belonging to the navy and army, or connected 
with the revenue offices, under four subdivisions, and 

5. Miscellaneous depositors, under three subdivisions. 
Besides which, a statement is added of the number of indi- 
vidual depositors of friendly societies^ and of charitable in- 
stitutions and societies, whose funds are placed in the Exeter 
Savings Bank. 

We have already mentioned the large proportion of de- 
posits made in the name and for the benefit of children, and 
it is gratifying to add that these deposits are made by every 
one of the five classes above-mentioned. As might be sup- 
posed, the proportion is smallest in the first-named class, for 
the very obvious reason that comparatively few domestic 
servants are or have been married. Out of 4755 depositors in 
this class whose savings amount to 152,917'. — a large sum 
to be contributed from wages, which it must be remembered 
are by no means equal to the rates which are paid in the 
metropolis — there are still 332 children for whose benefit 
32841. of savings have been accumulated. In the next class, 
that of persons engaged in trade and manufactures, we find 
8208 depositors whose savings amount to 224,138/., out of 
which the large proportion of 50,840/ has been invested for 
the benefit of 3568 children. In the third class, that of agri- 
culturists, we find the still larger proportion of 53,933/. de- 
posited in the names of 3598 children ; the total number of 
depositors in this class being 6398, and their united savings 
159,880/. The fourth class we could not expect to find 
numerous. Many retired officers of the army and navy have 
it is true /taken up their residence in the county of Devon ; 
but persons of that class would probably resort to other 
means than the savings bank for the disposal of their surplus 
incomes, and besides, the greater part are probably resident 
in Plymouth and its neighbourhood, where similar establish- 
ments to that at Exeter are opened. Out of 1057 depositors 
of 40,977/. in this class, there is however the large proportion 
of 423 children, in whose favour 9254/. have been lodged. 



Savings Banks. 65 

In the miscellaneous class, which comprises persons of some 
education, the proportionate number of children is still greater, 
being 4/0 out of 831 depositors, and the sum in their names 
is 12,661Z. out of 32,654/. 

On referring to the statistical tables recently compiled 
under the direction of the Board of Trade, we perceive that 
the proportionate amount 6f savings deposited by the in- 
habitiints of Devonshire is very far beyond that made through- 
out the kingdom generally* The population of England at 
the census of 1831, was 13,089,338 ; and the deposits in 
savings banks in the same part of the United Kingdom on the 
20th of November, 1833, was 12,680,512/., or a small fraction 
below twenty shillings for each individual. The population 
of Devonshire, which amounted to 494,168, have deposited 
897,028/., or thirty-six shillings and four-pence for each in- 
dividual : the average amount invested by each actual de- 
positor in the county agrees with the general average of the 
actual depositors in the whole of England. 

This circumstance, so favourable to the labouring classes 
in the county of Devon, appears to be in a great measure, if 
not entirely owing to the system adopted by the managers 
of the Devon and Exeter Savings Bank, for facilitating the 
deposit of small sums on the part of those who live at a dis- 
tance from the city of Exeter where the savings bank is kept. 
For this purpose the managers have obtained the assistance 
of gentlemen of respectability and influence residing in dif- 
ferent parts of the county, and who undertake the receipt of 
small sums from their poor neighbours, and transmit the 
same to the managers. At the date of the last report upwards 
of 130 clergymen and gentlemen were acting in this manner 
as receivers of deposits and with the happiest effect. By this 
means many poor and industrious persons have been induced 
to put aside a part of their earnings, who if they had been 
without this opportunity of transmitting their little con- 
tributions to a distant city, would have been deprived of the 
opportunity of saving, which is thus offered by bringing the 
place of safe and profitable deposit, as it were, to their very 
doors 

One of the rules adopted by this well-organized institution 
provides, that except in cases which in the opinion of the 
visiting managers appear to be urgent, such as sickness or 
death in the family, or want of work, no depositor shall receive 
back the whole or any part of his principal money lodged in 
his name, except at the expiration of twenty-eight days from 
the date of a notice to be given to that effect. The length of 

Oct., 1834.— Jan., 1835, F 
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time which must thus elapse between the forming of the 
desire to withdraw their money and the day when it can be 
received, has, doubtless, the effect in many cases of preventing 
the giving of the notice at all ; and in other cases, the time 
which is allowed for reflection is of the greatest value, as the 
desire of withdrawing their funds frequently proceeds from 
a momentary excitement which passes off before the expira- 
tion of the notice. Often too, this restraint has the good 
effect of preserving the poor man's little hoard from the hands 
of designing persons, who might otherwise prevail on the 
depositors, by illusive promises of greater advantage, to place 
it in their hands. 



STATISTICS OF EDUCATION IN ENGLAND. 

As Education in England forms no part of the general admi- 
nistration, it has hitherto been impossible to make any accu- 
rate estimate of the number of children who are receiving in- 
struction in schools of all descriptions. The reports of various 
societies, such as the National School Society, and the British 
School Society and others, enable us to form a pretty exact 
estimate of the operations of such societies ; and the number 
of children who are under the direction of these societies, is a 
larga part of all those who receive instruction. Stiil there are 
numerous schools belonging to religious sects, of which either 
no reports are published, or, at least, none that are compre- 
hensive and satisfactory ; nor is it an easy matter in some 
cases to procure such reports. As to the number of private 
schools, by which we mean all those that are solely under the 
management of an individual or individuals, not responsible to 
any person or body of persons, no information at all can be 
obtained. 

With a view of endeavouring to ascertain the Statistics of 
Education in England, the late government requested returns 
to be made to certain questions from each town, chapelry, and 
extra-parochial place in England and Wales. As some of 
our readers may not have seen the form of the paper issued 
on this occasion, we give it at full length. 

' House of Commons. 
* Veneris, 24° die Mail 1833. 



* Ordered, That an humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
that he will be graciously pleased to give directions, that there be 
laid before this House,— 
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'* A return of the number of schools in each town, parish, cba- 
pelry, or extra-parochial place ; which return, after stating^ 
the amount of the population of the said town or place ac- 
cording to the last census, shall specify ; — 1. Whether the 
said schools are infant, daily, or Sunday schools; — 2. 
Whether they are confined, either nominally or virtually, to 
the use of children of the established church, or of any other 
religious denomination ; — Whether they are endowed or un- 
endowed ; — 4. By what funds they are supported, if unen- 
dowed, whether by payments from the scholars, or otherwise ; 

5. The numbers and sexes of the scholars in each school ;-— 

6. The age at which the children generally enter, and at 
which they generally quit school ;-*~7. The salaries and other 
emoluments allowed to the masters or mistresses in each 
school ; — and shall also distinguish — 8. Those schools which 
have been established or revived since 1818; — and, 9. 
Those schools to which a lending library is attached." 

' In pursuance of which Address of the House of Commons, his 
Majesty having given directions to his Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, to use his best endeavour to obtain satisfactory 
answers to the above questions, Lord Viscount Melbourne hereby 
requests the overseers or overseer of the poor of every parish or place 
in England and Wales to answer the said questions (in so far as 
they are applicable to each parish or place) in the manner pointed 
out on the following page of this sheet ; — or in case there should 
be no school whatever in the parish or place, to return this sheet 
forthwith, with an answer to that effect, signed by such overseers or 
overseer ; — ^but if there be any school or schools, the particulars of 
which are known to them or him, to insert answers to the ques- 
tions applicable to such schools ; — or if there be schools, the particu- 
lars of which are unknown to them or him, to send a printed copy 
of the Addresi^herewith enclosed) to each schoolmaster or school- 
mistress in turn, requesting written information from them severally; 
— and, in any case, the overseers or overseer will return such 
answers, or their own answer or answers (as the case may be), with 
this sheet ; — on the outside of which a proper direction is printed for 
duly returning it to the Home Office. 

' Melbourne. 

' Home Office, Whitehall, 1833. 



< » 



« 



J^ The Schoolmaster or Schoolmistress to whom this order is de» 
livered by tJie overseer will be so good as to answer the following 
printed questions^ in so far as they are applicable to his or her school. 

* Li/ani School*-^ 
Specifying 

The ntunber of infants in each school ? 



And of what sex? 



At what age do they usually enter, and at what 
age do they usually quit school ? 
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Specifying 

The number of scliolart in each school r 

And of what sex ? 



At what age do they usually enter, and at what 
age do they usually quit school? 



Sunday Schools — 
Specifying 

The number of scholars in each school ? 



1 



And of what sex ? 



At what age do they usually enter, and at what 
age do they usually quit school ? J 



\ 



^ Endowed and other Schonli— 

Whether an endowed school or schools ? 



If not endowed, by what ftinds supported ; that is, 
whether by payments from the scholars, or other- y 

wise ? __«_______ 

If by salaries, or other allowed emoluments, be 
pleased to specify particulars ? 

« Religion^ 

Is auy school confined (nominally or virtually) to the 
established church ? 

Or to any other denomination or religions persua- 
sion ? 

* if any of the above schools established since the year i 
1818, be pleased to specify the date when they severally > 
commenced ? J 

Is any lending library of books attached to any of these ) 
schools ? ( 

Be pleased to insert any observations which occur to 
you relative to the above questions, or any of them. 

Signed this day of 1833. 

Schoolmaster at 



Schoolmistress at 



' (For Schoolmasters or Schoolmisiresses.y 

This is the circular which the overseer has had to deliver to 
the schoolmaster or schoolmistress. The circular addressed 
to the overseer, in which the answers were to be entered, is 
the same, with the following additional head : — 

* What the total number of schools of every kind ; including 
herein (with the above Infant, Daily, and Sunday schools) 
Boarding schools, and any other description of schools not 
above-mentioned? With similar particulars as to number, sex, 
and age of scholars.' 
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The design of the government was good ; but two things 
were necessary to render this measure efficient. The govern- 
ment should have been able to compel the overseers to make 
careful returns, and to give them sufficient power for pro- 
curing the necessary information, which in some cases will 
have been withheld ; the second necessary thing was a well- 
digested formula or table of inquiries. Both these essentials 
were wanting, and of course the returns must be both defective 
and inaccurate. We believe that in many cases the overseers 
have taken great pains ; and we know that in other cases they 
have taken very little. Still we do not deny that the returns 
will be of some use, though it is easy to see how great the 
amount of error may be owing to the two defects just pointed 
out. If education formed a part of the civil administration, 
there would of course be no difficulty in obtaining complete 
returns of all the schools under the direction of the govern- 
ment : and as to the schools of all kinds not under the direc- 
tion of government, a tolerably accurate return might be in- 
sured, from the circumstance of there being in every parish 
some responsible persons connected with the government 
schools, who might be empowered to obtain the necessary 
statistical information^ as to such schools as are directed by 
societies or belong to individuals. If any system of national 
education existed, the legislature would know what was doing 
in their own schools, and they might infer what was probably 
doing in others ; and thus they might from time to time, frame 
such a series or table of questions, as would certainly bring in 
a mass of valuable information. The table of questions giyen 
above, shows pretty clearly that the framers of it were not well 
acquainted with the subject of inquiry. We propose to make 
a few remarks on this table. 

Infant Schools, — ^l^he religious sect under whose directioi^ 
each school is, should have been mentioned under this head. 
Of course it will appear under the head of Heligion, if the 
returns are complete ; but this will only tend to introduce con-r 
fusion. 

Daily Schools.-'^As we have a head of Endowed and other 
Schools which comes after, it is impossible to say what are 
meant by Daily Schools. Endpwed schools, as a general 
rule, are daily schools only, as far as the endowment goes, 
and many in the north of England are strictly, in practice, only 
daily schools : but many are boarding-schools also, at the same 
time, under present circumstances. 

Sunday- Schools. — A great number of children who attend 
Sunday-schools also attend day-schools ; and the returns 
ought, therefore, to show how many children who go to the 
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Sunday-schools also attend the day-schools. The religious 
sect under whose direction the Sunday-schools are, should 
have been stated under this head. 

Endowed and other Schools, — The head of endowed-schools 
is one that is tolerably distinct, but still there is room for 
error here also. The endowments of some schools, which 
were small, have been merged (we suspect illegally in some 
cases) in national schools. What other schools are we cannot 
conjecture. The intention was probably, that this head should 
contain all except those not included in the first three heads 
and under endowed schools ; but as the first three heads do 
not comprehend determined classes of schools, it follows that 
the classes included under other schools are undetermined also. 

12e/^on.— This head, as it stands^ appears to us to be 
useless. It was also injudicious to insert the words ' nominally 
or virtually.' Those who know what country parishes are, 
will easily conceive that the word virtually will sometimes 
puzzle the overseer. 

It must be quite clear to every person who reflects on the 
subject, that the form in which a table of questions for circu- 
lation is drawn up, has not necessarily anything in common 
with the form in which the whole results will ultimately be ar- 
ranged. The object of the table questions is to get the greatest 
amount of in formation > and to ensure its accuracy: the object 
of the table in which the collected information is ultimately 
registered, is to put the whole in that form in which it will 
be most useful to the public. It may happen that with these 
two different objects in view, the form of the questions and 
the form of the results will be altogether different. 

In the table of questions simplicity is everything. The 
answers should be as much as possible in figures, and no 
remarks or observations^ such as are asked for in this printed 
paper, ought to be called for. Under present circumstances we 
are inclined to think that the head of Religion should have 
formed the basis of the whole division of the table of in- 
quiries ; and not because it appears to be of any great im- 
portance to ascertain the exact proportions in which each sect 
contributes to the extension of education, but because this 
division, as we shall show, points out the easiest mode of 
getting precise answers. It perhaps might have been advisable 
first to have made a division of schools into public and private, 
though it is probable that some error would have come in 
here also ; and certainly some schools that were placed under 
the head of Private would appear again under some of the 
minor divisions, such as iV?^A^- schools, &c. Still the division 
into public and private is intelligible, and a few words would 
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explain clearly what was meant by a private school. It should 
be stated under private-schools whether they are day or board- 
ing schools^ or both ; for boys or girls, or for both. 

The subdivision of the public-schools would be the follow- 
ing :- 

The National-School Society has now spread itself over 

nearly all England and Wales ; their schools are the schools 
of the Established Church, and they are so numerous that 
they would form a distinct head of inquiry. The division of 
them into day and Sunday schools would be easily ascertained 
under this head. We consider it to be no objection to this and 
the following division^ that many children, not of the church 
of England^ are in the National schools^ and that the British 
schools comprehend children of all persuasions. The object 
of inquiry should be to ascertain how many children are edu- 
cated in the country, and how they are educated. The form 
of questions which will bring in the best answers on these two 
heads, is the best form of inquiry. 

The British-School Society, though less in numbers, also 
forms a separate class, and would make a distinct head of 
inquiry. Both the societies, it is well known, publish reports, 
but this is no reason for not making the inquiry about them in 
another shape. The schools of both these societies are of 
course included in the government returns made in compli- 
ance with the printed form, but we propose the present division 
because it is more simple. 

The other schools should be asked for under the heads or 
subdivisions of the several religious sects ; all the sects have 
schools strictly their own (though they may admit, as they 
often do, all who are willing to come), and they are the only 
parties who can say what description of schools they are, 
and who can give the other particulars of inquiry touching 
them. It is no objection to this mode of subdivision that the 
number of heads in the printed formula would be increased. 
The whole number of sects is not very great, and even if it 
happened that some which consist of a few congregations 
only were omitted, the error would be nothing compared with 
the errors that must necessarily exist in the returns according 
to the late formula. It may also be observed that as the an- 
swers ought to be given entirely in figures, a tabular form 
more comprehensive and compact than the one issued by the 
government would easily be devised. 

The head of Endowed Schools is a necessary one, but we 
are aware that there are causes of error in this head which 
will not be easily obviated. 

(Some classes of schools would require distinct heads inde- 
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pendent of religious distinctions: they are, adult-schools, 
schools for the deaf and dumb, schools for the blind, night 
schools, mechanics' schools and institutes, schools of industry, 
and a few other classes of schools. 

It will appear from an inspection of the government ques- 
tions^ that the recent inquiries refer only to one of the two 
things which such an inquiry should ascertain. If the returns 
were perfectly correct, they would show very little indeed be- 

Jond the number of schools and the number of children taught ; 
ut they will contain hardly any information on the more im- 
portant head of inquiry — how the children are taught. We 
hardly blame the framers of the questions for omitting all in- 
quiries on this head. In the present state of education in this 
country, it seems almost hopeless to expect that any set of 
inquiries, however well framed, would produce satisfactory 
returns as to the kind of education given.* Even were the 
books used in each school included in the returns, this would 
give very little real information as to the actual state of in- 
struction : this information can be got in no other way than by 
long and personal acquaintance with schools of various kinds. 
We believe that the general character of the education in this 
country may be known better by active individual inquiries 
than by any answers to government questions, so long as edu- 
cation is not a branch of the civil administration. We know 
pretty well the kind of education given in our grammar schools, 
in our ordinary boarding-schools, in the National schools, &c. ; 
and if more precise information were wanted, we believe it 
could only be got by sending out some active commissioners 
with full powers for making inquiry into all kinds of schools, 
taking such large portions or districts for examination as would 
enable us to form tolerably safe conclusions as to the state of 
education in the districts not examined. 

The following statement about the schools of Bolton, in 
Lancashire, has been drawn up with care by a friend in that 
place. It is not complete because no individual possesses the 
means of making such a statement complete ; nor is it pro- 
posed as a model in its arrangement, but it shows what the 
materials are in a large town, with respect to which a table 
of inquiries should be framed : — 

* Out of a population of nearly forty-two thousand, about one- 
fourth are receiving instruction in day and Sunday schools. The 
returns recently made to government, aided by further inquiries, 
give the following particulars of the state of education in this 
manufacturing town : — 

'*' See Mr. Rickman*8 judicious ansveer (15), in the evidence before the Select 
Committee ou KducntioD, p. 3 : also the rest of his answers. 



Statistics of Education in England. 73 

Boys. Girls. Total. 

Paid day-schools . . 1741 1342 3083 

Charity day-schools . 458 287 745 

Total number in day-schools • . 3828 

Sunday-schools . . 3432 4306 7738 

Paid night-schools . 311 115 426 . 

' From this statement it would appear, at first sight, that 
11,992 are enjoying some of the. advantages of education. It is 
not, however, strictly so; because a considerable number of the 
children in the infant and lower schools, are also sent to Sunday 
schools. The proportion of such would have been a proper subject 
of inquiry in the late returns, as the information cannot be expected 
through any other channel. 

* Tiie acquirements made in these schools are pretty accurately 
ascertained. Out of the number of scholars in the day-schools, 
about one- fifth, or seven hundred, receive a good common educa- 
tion, including grammar, geography,. arithmetic, history, &c. ; and 
a small proportion of these, some knowledge of Latin. At the free 
grammar school, the classics are taught, in addition to the usual 
branches of education ; but out of 120 boys who are educated there, 
it is not believed that many make much progress in the classical au- 
thors, unless with a view to obtaining an exhibition at the university, 
which forms part of the endowment.^ At the two other endowed 
day-schools, the course of instruction is on a lower scale, being 
intended for the children of working people. In the higher class 
of paid schools very little attention is given to what are called * ac- 
complishments/ as will be obvious from the fact that no teacher of 
any of the modem languages, drawing, or dancing, finds sufficient 
encouragement to reside in the tpwn. . The remaining four-fifths 
who attend the day-schools leapn little mpre than the elementary 
arts of reading and writing, and some few, perhaps, arithmetic. In 
the Sunday-schools nothing is taught but reading and writing, with 
religious instruction. The night-schools and the Mechanics' Insti- 
tution come in aid of these schools, and enable those who have no 
other opportunity to get some knowledge of arithmetic. A good 
library is attached to the Mechanics' Institute, which is resorted to 
by some of the reading operatives ; and libraries are established in 
connexion with many of the Sunday-schools and dissenting places 
of worship. There are also two other libraries in the town, one a 
public one, upon a liberal basis, containing about 1.500 volumes; 
and another of a more select sort, instituted about the time of the 
French revolution, and still retaining in its designation, as well as 
in its management, the spirit of that intolerant period. It bears the 
name of ' The Church and King Library.' Besides these, Bolton 
has no institutions for the advancement of education. 

* The number of day-schools is about eighty ; of which forty-four 
are for children between the ages of three and nine ; fifteen for girls 

* This Kchooli according to the Report of the Charity Commissiuu, has an 
income of 485/. lOt. 6</.— I^e Journal of Education f No« 16, p. 3d3. 
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only, from five upwards ; seven for boys only, of the same age ; 
and the rest for pupils of both sexes, between the ages of four and 
twelve. The average period of attendance in the day-schools is six 
years and a fraction. 

' Below are some of the data from which the above results are 
obtained : — 



In paid day-schools — 




Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Superior education 


• • 


311 


386 


697 


Common ditto 


• • 


1430 


956 


2386 


In charity day-schools — 










Superior education 


• • 


120 





120 


Common ditto 


•. • 


175 


120 


295 


Infant schools 


• • 


163 


167 


330 






2199 


1629 


3828 


In Sunday-schools — 










Parish school 


• • 


430 


720 


1150 


St. George's school . 


• • 


310 


490 


800 


All Saints 


• 


75 


125 


200 


Methodist — old and new connexion 


1464 


1744 


3208 


Primitive and Independent Me- 








thodists 


• • 


370 


340 


710 


Independent schools 


• • 


430 


570 


1000 


New Jerusalem 


• • 


69 


39 


108 


Catholic school 


• • 


110 


120 


230 


Unitarian • 


• • 


174 


158 


332 






3432 


4306 


7738 


In night schools — 










Mechanics' Institute* 


• • 


135 





135 


Csteri 


• • 


176 


115 


291 



311 115 426 

' If these returns are in the main correct, there must be several 
thousands of children without instruction. Taking the population 
at 42,000 and the number of families at 8000, the average must be 
nearly two in a family of an age to require education. This would 
give about 14,000 who should be at school, more by 2000 than the 
number given in the returns ; and if from that number we deduct 
1000, who attend both day and Sunday schools and are thus reck- 
oned twice, there will be 3000 who receive no instruction at all, not 
even the limited instruction of the Sunday schools. Can this be the 
actual state of the case?' 

* A night-school forms part of the plan. 
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HARROW SCHOOL.* 

In the Fifth Number of this Journal an account ^as given of 
the present system of instruction at this school. The publica- 
tion referred to in the note, seems to be one of that class which 
originate in the desire of the residents near an Endowed Gram- 
mar School^ to give publicity to the statutes and will of the 
founder, with a view of reforming abuses, or what by some 
people are considered to be abuses. Such publications are 
especially useful, when they concern schools which were either 
excepted from the act appointing the charity commission^ as 
Harrow school was, or belong to districts not yet examined by 
the commissioners. The main design of such a publication as 
this^ is, we presume, to show that the governors do not strictly 
observe the statutes and rules of the founder. Our object is 
not to insist upon the propriety of compelling governors and 
trustees of endowed schools to observe regulations, many of 
which at the present day are either useless or positively mis* 
chievous ; but to show the necessity of giving to all our en- 
dowed schools an enlarged code of rules suitable to the pre- 
sent time. The governors of Harrow school would not cer- 
tainly consult the interests of that establishment, if they followed 
in all things the undoubted meaning of John Lyon's statutes. 
But, on the other hand, if governors of endowed schools can 
modify the statutes according to their pleasure, or even accord- 
ing to their best judgment and most honest intentions, what 
security is there that they, or some who follow them in their 
innovations, may not entirely pervert the property not only 
from its destination, but from all useful purposes ? The only 
security is to frame a new set of rules for all endowed schools 
in England, and to make the trustees and governors imme- 
diately and periodically responsible to some central authority, 
without the tedious form of appeals to Courts of justice or the 
Crown as visitor. 

As the nature of John Lyon's foundation is of a mixed kind, 
we will briefly state what it is. The Free School of Harrow 
was intended for the instruction of the children of Harrow 
parish, but the master, with the consent of the governors, can 
take other children for his profit. Part of the lands of John 
Lyon were intended for the building and support of the Free 
School, according to the rules by him laid down ; and for the 
preaching * thirty good learned and godly sermons yearely 

* Orders, Statutes, and Rales, to be observed and kept by the Governors of 
the Free Grammar School at Harrow-on-the-Hill, in the County of Middlesex. 
Founded by John Lyon in the year of our Lord, 1590. Published by Order of 
Vestry under the direction of George Padmore. liondon. March, 1833. 
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for ever, in Ihe parish of Harrow-upon-tlie-Hill.* Twenty 
pounds also, are to be annually distributed among sixty of the 
poorest householders of Harrow parish ; and twenty pounds 
yearly for * fowre poo re scollers ' at the universities ; two at 
Gonviile and Caius college, Cambridge, and two at such col« 
lc»;es in Oxford as the governors shall think best. These 
exhibitions, in consequence of the improved value of the 
estates, have been raised to twenty pounds per annum each, 
accord ino; to a statement made in the introduction to the ves- 
try^s publication ; but this appears to be an error, as we shall 
afterwards show. 

The rents and profits of certain estates at Kilbourn and in 
the parish of St. Marylebone, said now to be worth 4000Z.* per 
annum, (see Introduction) are appropriated by the will of 
John Lyon to the repairing of the roads from Edgeware and 
Harrow to London, and for the maintenance of certain other 
roads specified. The other estates also are said to have in- 
creased much in value. *The disbursements are made by the 
governors in paying the masters' salaries and the exhibitions, 
educating poor children, relieving decayed housekeepers and 
widows, and by the payment of a certain sum annually to 
the National School, repairing the roads, &c, &c.' — Intro^ 
ductiofi. 

The discretionary powers of the governors under John Lyon's 
• Orders, Statutes, and llules,' are pretty ample, as we may 
observe from the following clause : — 

*' I doe, in the name of God, straightly charge the keepers and 
governors who now be or any time hereafter shall be, as they will 
answere before God and ihe Lord Jesus Christ, to be careful! and 
faithful iu the just and true disposition, execution and performance 
of all and singular the things herein menconed belonging to their 
charge, and to see and provide that the whole profitts of the said 
lands, the yearely rents, all ffines and other comodities whatsoever 
thereof in any wise arriseing or comeing, be wholly imployed and 
bestowed to and for the uses intents and purposes herein menconed 
and declared, in the best and most beneficiall wise that may be to 
their skill and knowledge ; and if any overplus be, the same to be 
safely kept in stock towards necessary charges, and parte thereof 
to be given and bestowed for the help and releife of poor marriages 
and other such good and charitable purposes within the said parish 
of Harrow, at the discrecon of the said keepers and governors/ 

The governors have thus the power in the present improved 
value of the estates, of doing either much good or harm ' at their 
discrecon.' We hope they have not done much for the * heipe 
and releife of poor marriages.' The whole value of the 
estates does not appear to be known to others than the go- 

* Some say that this is an exaggerated estimatei which is not unlikely. 
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vernors. ' Mr. Padmore (p. 40) applied at the oflSce of Mr. 
Decimus Burton^ the agent of the governors, to learn the 
amount of the present rental of the estates, without being able 
to obtain the information required.' There is no reason, as far 
as Ave can see, from the * Orders, Statutes, and Rules,' why 
Mr. Padmore should receive the information, or any other 
inhabitant of Harrow, on making a similar application. John 
Lyon intrusted his estates absolutely to the six governors and 
their successors, with directions, * in case of their being divided 
in opinion, to apply to the right honourable and most reve- 
rend father in God, the Archbishop of Canterbury for the time 
being, with humblest request to his Grace to expounde, order, 
and determine such doubt, or variance.* The parishioners of 
Harrow have no power of interfering in any way with the 
governors, all of whom, however, ought to be * honest and sub- 
stantiall inhabitants within the said parish of Harrow.' The 
vacancies in the body of governors are filled up by the sur- 
vivors. It appears that this part of John Lyon's will, as to 
the governors being inhabitants of Harrow, is not observed, 
though it is a positive rule of the founder ;* and as there ap- 
pears to be no court which has jurisdiction with respect to the 
election or amotion of members of corporations, the governors 
may elect whom they please to the vacancies in their body. 

By the ^ Orders, &c.' of the founder, the ' schoole-master,' 
(head-master) must not be 'under the degree of Master of 
Arte,' and the usher, now called the under-master, not ' under 
the degree of Bachelor of Arte,' at the time of election. No- 
thing is said as to their being in orders, though it is clear that 
the founder contemplated the possibility of the head-master 
being a clergyman, as he declares that if either the school- 
master or the vicar of Harrow shall be considered competent 
to preach Mhe thirty good, learned, and godly sermons,' and 
if the schoolmaster can preach the sermons without any hind- 
rance to the teaching, the governors may choose him or the 
vicar before any other, and give to the person so chosen, * the 
ten pounds for his paines therein.' As the vicar, we presume, 
can prevent any person from preaching in his own church, 
without his permission, we suppose that he preaches the ser- 
mons himself; or probably they are not preached at all. The 
governors can, if they please, under the clause above quoted, 
increase this payment to above ten pounds. 

Though John Lvon had a wife Johan, he ordered and ruled 
that the head- master and usher shall be * always single men 
unmarried :' if they marry, they are to be turned out. This 

* ' Those governors of the school who are resident in the parish, are in the 
habit oi* sending their boys to the school upon the foundation.* — Journal of Edu» 
calion, vol. i. p. 4. See also further as to the decree in the Rolls. — Lord Aber- 
deen is at present the only governor not resident in the parisli. 
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rule is not observed now, though it is as imperative as it can 
be. Nobo<Iy would wish to see such absurd regulations en- 
forced, which would manifestly be to the detriment of the 
school, but the existence of such imperative rules, and the vio- 
lation of them at the same time, are decisive reasons in favour 
of a complete reformation of the orders of John Lyon. 

The salary of the head-master was fixed by the founder at 
forty marks per annum, ' for his stipends and wages for teach- 
ing, ordering, andgoverning of the schoUers of the saide schoole,' 
with five marks additional for wood and coals. The salary of 
the usher was twenty marks, with an allowance of five more for 
wood and coals. We do not know whether or not these salaries 
have been raised with the increased value of the property. Such 
an increase of salary is within the power of the governors, and^ 
as it seems, would be a very proper use of their discretion.* 

The boys who are to enjoy the allowances at the universities 
are to be chosen out of the Free Grammar School (if there he 
competent scholars in the school) ; they are to be chosen by 
the governors, * of the most apt and most poore sorte that be 
meete, the poore kinsfolke of me the said John Lyon (if any 
such be), and such as are borne within the said parish of 
Harrow, being apt to learn, poore, and meete, to go to the 
university, to be preferred before others.' The following 
statement, from the account of Harrow School in the Journal 
of Education, will show the present condition of these scholar- 
ships. 

' Almost every boy in the sixth form, and many of the fifth 
form, offer themselves as candidates for those scholarships. 
The course of study, therefore, preparatory to their examina- 
tion, may be considered as a necessary part of the education 
of every boy of average abilities who rises into the fifth form. 
The governors* four scholarships of fifty guineas a year each, 
to be held for four years, have been recently founded by the 
governors of the school. The boy who gains one of them 
must go either to Oxford or Cambridge ; but he may enter at 
any college of either university.' 

These scholarships, though here said to have been recently 
founded, appear to be John Lyon^s scholarships, erroneously 
stated in the publication of the Vestry to be now 20Z. a year 
each ; for there are no scholarships mentioned as belonging to 
the school, except these and the two Sayer's scholarships, 
founded recently by the late John Sayer, of Park Crescent, 
Portland Place, London. 

These scholarships are certainly not disposed of according 
to the terms of John Lyon's orders ; but we do not for this 

* See the decision in the Rolli' Court (hereafter mentioned) as to the sums 
laid out on the Master's house. 
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reason infer that they are not well disposed of: we merely 
observe the discrepancy between the orders of John Lyon and 
the present practice. The Letters Patent of the 14th of 
Elizabeth^ granting John Lyon a license to establish his school, 
and constituting the keepers and governors of the school a 
corporation, particularly mention that two of the scholarships 
are for Cambridge and two for Oxford. These Letters do in- 
deed empower the governors to make statutes and rules touch- 
ing the school, with the advice and consent of the Bishop of 
I^ndon for the time being ; but so that these statutes be not 
contrary to the statutes and ordinances of John Lyon, made 
and to be made. 

The regulations of John Lyon, as to the admission of chil- 
dren into the school, are unintelligible, as they are printed in 
the Vestry's publication. It appears that his main design, in 
all his bequests, was to benefit the parish of Harrow, and, 
among other things, to establish in it a free grammar school 
for the children of Harrow parish ; but he also intended that 
children from other parishes should be admissible, for the 
profit of the head master. The clause is as follows : ' And a 
meete and competent number of schoUers, as well of poore, 
to be taught freely for the stipends aforesaid (viz., the forty 
marks and the twenty marks), as of others to be received for 
the further profitt and comoditie of the said schoolemaster, 
shall be sett downe and appointed by the discrecon of the said 
keepers and governors, from time to time.' Another and a 
subsequent clause is, — ' The governors of the said Free Gram 
mar Schoole, or the more parte of them, for the time being, 
shall have the authority, with the consent of the said schoole- 
master for the time being, to admitt children into the said Free 
Grammar Schoole.' The last regulation appears to render the 
master's consent necessary for the admission of cdl scholars, 
though we believe that the founder could not have meant this. 

In 1831, the total number of boys in the school at mid- 
summer was 214, of whom only 15 were upon John Lyon's 
foundation : at present, we are informed that the number is 
probably about 260, with about 15 or 18 on the foundation. 
Those boys on the foundation are exempt from a charge of 
ten guineas a year which all the rest of the boys pay to the 
head and under master, under the name of schooling, and 
likewise from the payment of one guinea per annum for 
school charges. In all other respects they are on the same 
footing with the rest of the boys ; and the invidious distinc- 
tions, which exist in such schools as Eton, are said (Journal 
of Education) not to exist here between the boys on the 
foundation and those who are not. This, however, is to be 
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attributed to the very difTerent nature of the foundations of 
Eton and Harrow. It would appear that Harrow School 
must have lost nearly altogether its character as a free school 
for the parish. The necessity which is imposed on each boy 
of having a private tutor would of itself be a formidable ob- 
jection to the poor, if, as we understand the stateinent in 
the Journal of Education, and as we are also informed by 
the best authorities, each boy, including those on the 
foundation, is compelled to have a private tutor to whom he 
pays 20/. This is the sum mentioned as paid for a private 
tutor by those who lodge in the head master's house, and 
the same sum is paid by the boys who lodge in other houses. 
In the Journal of Education^ it is said, that it is the ' invariable 
practice that each boy should have a private tutor;' and in 
fact no boy can get on without one. This appears to us a 
complete departure from the intention of John Lyon, in the 
case of boys on the foundation. 

The ' Orders, Statutes, and Rules/ as printed in this publi- 
cation^ are prefixed in it to a decree of Lord Chancellor EUes- 
mere, made in the 9th of James L, on a Bill of complaint exhi- 
bited by the then Attorney-General against the governors.* It 
seems that the Rules are not very accurately or completely 
given. It is stated in the Introduction, that John Lyon ' adds a 
singular clause, that the master shall not receive any girls into 
the school.' This clause does not appear in the Orders, &c., 
printed in the publication of the Vestry ; and there is other in- 
ternal evidence that the Rules of John Lyon are not complete in 
this publication. (See the Introduction.) The original Rules, 
>ve conjecture, are in the chest in which * shall be kept all the 
deeds, evidences, and writeings that shall appertaine to the 
lands and tenements of the corporation of the said governors, 
or in any wise concerning the corporacon.' 
- The following summary of the proceedings in the Rolls' 
court as to this school is from Vesey's Reports, vol. x'vii. 
(Case of Harrow-School, the Attorney-General v. the Earl of 
Clarendon, Rolls, 1810, August I7th.) This information 
stated, among other things, that five of the six governors did 
not reside in the parish ; that they were not duly appointed \ 
that few or none of the children of the inhabitants of the parish 
or town of Harrow, have been educated there. It complains 
that the children of Harrow parish cannot be sent safely or 
properly to the school, on account of the number of foreigners 

* We have compared the printed rules with the original in the Harleian 
Collection, 2211, British Museum. In this MS. the rules are not immediately 
prefixed to the decree, as in the Vestry's publication, which, however, appears 
to be a correct transcript. 
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(piipiU from other {ilaces), who are chiefly the sons of the 
nobility and gentry of the kingdom, and who constantly scoff 
at and ill treat the other boys. The informatton further states, 
that the children of Harrow town or parish, if sent to the 
school, are apt to imbibe the extravagant and expensive ideas« 
as well as the pernicious habits of the young men of fortune 
admitted into the school. The information prayed an account 
of the revenues, the removal of the governors not duly ap- 
pointed, and the appointment of others ; with a reference to 
the roaster to approve a plan for the better regulation of the 
school, &c. The defendants in their answer admitted that 
for many years past persons had been chosen governors who 
were not inhabitants ; but that they were fit persons, and no 
injury had arisen from it. That all the governors, not actually 
resident in the parish, can travel to Harrow for the purposes 
of the school in two hours. They admit that few childi-en of 
Harrow parish come to the school, but that they have never 
been refused to be admitted, and have even been encouraged 
to come. They say that the school is a school for classical 
learning ; that, however wise the intentions of the founder 
might have been, the school is not now adapted generally for 
persons of low condition, but better suited to those of a higher 
class. Such prevailing opinion, it is stated, is the chief reason 
why a greater number of poor children of the inhabitants have 
not attended the school ; and some parents have alleged as a 
reason for not sending their children, that they lived too far from 
the school, and could not bear the expense of boarding their 
children in the town ; and others have objected to the expense 
of purchasing classical books. 

As to the ill-treatment of the parish children by the others, 
it is said by the defendants, that instances may have occurred, 
as may have been the case with other boys in so large an 
establishment ; but that the masters have invariably repressed 
such conduct by every possible means. They admit that the 
expenses of foreigners are necessarily considerable, though 
always checked by regulations and the vigilance of the masters; 
but the children of inhabitants who choose to attend the school 
are put to no expense whatever, except purchasing necessary 
books ; unless they choose to attend other masters, who form 
no part of the founder's plan. That, as to imbibing the habits 
and manners of others, or expensive and extravagant ideas, 
there is no danger of the kind but what necessarily arises from 
boys of different fortunes and situations in life being brought 
together. That more children do not come from Harrow 
parish, because few of the inhabitants are desirous that their 

children should be educated in classical learning : the defend* 
OcT^— Jm^ 1835. a 
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ants conceiving that this vols intended as a school for teaching 
grammatically the learned languages ; and not for the instruc- 
tion of the children of Harrow in general learning. 

The Master of the Rolls decided that the court had no juris* 
diction with regard either to the election or amotion of corpo* 
rators of any description ; that where, for want of an heir of 
the founder, the crown becomes the visitor, it is by petition to 
the Great Seal that the removal of a governor from the cor- 
porate character which he de facto holds is to be sought. Mr. 
Williams, one of the governors, to whom a part of the school 
estate was let, was ordered to deliver the premises up, and to 
pay rent to the full value, if it should appear that the rent he 
had paid fell short of that full value ; and the relators were de* 
clared entitled to have inquiries directed, to ascertain whether 
the estates are properly and advantageously managed, with a 
view to prospective regulation, if any should appear necessary. 
It was further decided that the purposes to which, after pro* 
viding for the sustentation of the school, the surplus income is 
to be applied, are partly specified by the founder's rules, and 
partly left to the discretion of the governors. But, as it ap-* 
pears that the application of the income is not in all respects 
agreeable to the directions of .the founder, it was decided, that 
it is fit that it should for the future be fixed and ascertained 
by a scheme ; having a due regard, on the one hand, to the 
founder^s directions, and, on the other, to the alteration of cir- 
cumstances that may have taken place since his time, and 
which may be such as to render a literal adherence to his rules 
adverse to their general object and spirit. 

The complaint as to the alleged conspiracy against the 
parish boys was declared not to be satisfactorily made out ; 
and the reason given for there being so few parish scholars 
appeared to be that few of the parishioners wish to give their 
children a classical education. Any restriction as to the num* 
ber of foreign scholars could not be consented to by the court, 
except such restriction as the founder himself prescribed. The 
school clearly was not intended solely for Harrow parish : 
it was for the gratuitous instruction of such as chose to receive 
the kind of education there offered, and for other scholars not 
of the parish who might choose to resort there. 

The complaint as to the expenditure on the Master's house, 
which was one of the grievances alleged by the relators, was 
decided to be unfounded. 

It was also said that the course of education and internal 
discipline might be altered by the governors, and that they are 
expressly authorized to alter the rules of the founder. But, it 
is added, that if there should be any substantial deviation 
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from the principle and purpose of the institution, the visitato- 
rial authority may with propriety be called on to interpose. 

This decision appears, with one exception, to be a fair one, 
as far as the imperfect co{)y of J. Lyon's statutes enables us 
to judge. The governors are not expressly authorized to alter 
the rules of the founder. Elizabeth's letters-patent expressly 
declare that the Governors' rules are not to be contrary to the 
ordinances and statutes of J. Lyon, a clause which un- 
doubtedly limits their powers in certain directions positively 
and completely. The school, it is true, appears to be a 
grammar school ; and, therefore, if the inhabitants of Harrow 
want other instruction, and not instruction in grammar only, 
they must seek it elsewhere, or pay an extra charge for it 
here. It may be observed, however, that as the governors 
have changed the rules in many instances, and in some 
certainly for the benefit of the school, they might have taken 
the same liberty, had their views of education been other- 
wise than very narrow, as to the kind and amount of learn- 
ing to be taught in this school. John Lyon's rules as to this 
being a pure grammar school are not more strict than John 
Lyon's rules as to the masters not being allowed to marry. 
The Master of the Rolls decided that rules should be maqe 
partly with regard to the alteration of circumstances since 
J. Lyon's time ; which is a very reasonable decision. In con- 
formity with these altered circumstances, the masters are 
allowed to have wives ; and as the masters have had their 
liberty enlarged, it would not be unreasonable to e'hlarge the 
course of instruction which John Lyon (it is said) limited, or 
intended to limit, to grammar, i. e., the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages. The decision clearly recognises this power in the 
governors. But changes made in the rules of founders are 
made only so far as may suit the particular views of governors 
and trustees : they do not make tnem on any general or broad 
principle. We should certainly not be advocates for any 
change which would prevent the resort of foreigners to the 
school ; but for the benefit both of foreigners and natives, we 
think that other things besides Latin and Greek should be a 
part of the regular school course, and should be given gratui- 
tously to those on the foundation. And this leads us to the 
last remark that we have to make. The Master of the 
Rolls says, * That the school was for the gratuitous instruc- 
tion of such as choose to receive the kind of education there 
offered.' Nothing is said by the relators as to the 20Z. for a 
private tutor, which we may therefore, perhaps, safely infer is 
a regulation made since that date, and clearly against the de- 
cision of the Master of the Rolls. 

Q 2 
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FLOGGING AND FAGGING AT WINCHESTER. 

Personal violence as a mean for correcting errors in judg- 
ment, defects in moral character, and the ebullition of passion, 
although it has now been for some time condemned by the 
good sense of the reflecting portion of mankind, is still 
not only retained, but is almost the only regulating power 
made use of in the public schools of this country. Whether 
inflicted by the formal and indecent castigations of the master, 
or by the authorised violence of the pr8Bfect,*or the more law- 
less passion of the stronger, it is the indiscriminate application 
of what, as a remedy^ is ineffectual, as a punishment inconsi- 
derate, and as an exercise of power, cruel. A blow may inti- 
midate> but it never can convince. Does it necessarily follow 
that> because you are angry, you are so with reason ? It is 
the business of education to form a manly and upright cha- 
racter, and yet, most inconsistently, an appeal is made not to 
the fear of doing wrong, but to personal fear. And many a 
father and master, who would scorn the character of a coward, 
endeavours, throughout the whole course of childhood and 
youth, to influence those under his charge by working on their 
timidity. When Galileo was imprisoned until he denied his 
theory of the earth moving round the sun, and the conviction 
of his understanding arising from reasoning founded upon ob- 
served facts was attempted to be overturned by an appeal to 
the infirmity of the body, he replied — * I will deny it, but my 
denial cannot alter the fact.* If a boy errs from wrong judg- 
ment, we cannot understand how flogging will be the means of 
correcting it. Such a proceeding is more likely to generate an 
idea of the injustice of the master, particularly if it be accom- 
panied by violent passion. If a boy errs wilfully, the object 
should be to make him feel ashamed of his conduct ; but if 
you inflict an ignominious punishment, the shame will be of 
the punishment and not of the fault ; and consequently, if he 
can contrive to commit the fault secretly so as to escape the 
punishment, he will not feel himself disgraced by what he has 
done. But supposing the same personal ignominious punish- 
ment to be equally inflicted for ofiences morally wrong, and those 
which, in their own nature, are indifferent, but still are ofiences, 
as being infractions of the regulations of the master, it will 
follow either that those things, which in their own nature are 
indifferent, will be considered as bad as those which are morally 
wrong; or that those which are morally wrong will be consi- 
dered as venial as those which, in their own nature, are indif- 
ferent ; and as the offence is no disgrace, so neither will the 
punishment be considered as such. In either case a most 

* Prefect is the designation of the head boyi or monitort of Winchester ichool. 
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melancholy confusion of ideas is the consequence, which we 
think we are able, without much difficulty, to trace in the 
character of many individuals. We cannot refrain from ex- 
tracting an eloquent passage from Montaigne, in which he 
forcibly touches, in his quaint language, upon this subject. 

* Ostez moy la violence et la force : il n'est rien, k mon advis, qui 
abastardisse et estourdisse si fort une nature bien nc^e. Si vous avez 
envie qu'il craigae la honte et lechastiement, ne Fy endurcissez pas: 
endurcissez le a la sueur et au froid, au vent, au soleil, et aux ha- 
zards qu'il luy fault mespriser : ostez luy toute mollesse et delica- 
tesse au vestir et coucher, au manger et au boire ; accoustumez le 
k tout : que ce ne soit pas un beau garson et damaret, mais un gar- 
son vert et vigoreux. Enfant, horame, vieil, j*ay tousiours creu et 
}ug6 de mcsme. Mais, entre aultres choses, cette police de la plus 
part de nos collt^ges m'a tousjours despleu : on east failly k I'ad ven- 
ture moins dommageablement s'inclinant vers Tindulgence. C'est 
une vraye geaule de jeunesse captive : on la rend desbauchee, Ten 
punissant avant qu' elle le soit. Arrivez y sur le poinct de leur 
office, vous n'oyez que cris, et d'enfants suppliciez, et de maistres 
enyvrez en leur chol^re. Quelle manit^re, pour esveitler I'appetit envers 
leur le^on, k ces tendres ames et craintilves, de les y guider d'une 
trongne effroyable les mains arm^s de fouets ! Inique et pernicieuse 
forme ! joinct, ce que Quintilien en a tres bien remarquc^, que cette; 
imperieuse auctorite tire des suittes perilleuses, et nommement k 
notre fa9on de chastiement. II n'y a rien tel que d'alleicher Tap- 
petit et Paffection : aultrement on ne fait que des asnes chargez de 
livres ; on leur doiine a coups de fouet en garde leur pochette pleine 
de science ; la quelle pour bien faire, il ne fault pas seulement loger 
chez soy, il la fault espouser.' 

And Socrates in Plato's Republic, book 7th, says — the les- 
sons that are made to enter by force into a child^s mind do not 
take up a lodging there. 

Quinctilian powerfully reprobates the system : — 

* Caedi vero discentes, quanquam et receptuin sit, et Chrysippus 
non improbet, minime velim, priinum quia deformeatque servile est, 
et cert^, quod convenit, si setatem mutes, injuria: deinde, quod si 
cui tarn est mens illiberalis, ut objurgatione non corrigatur, is eliam 
ad plagas, ut pessima qusque mancipia, durabitur: postremo, quod 
ne opus erit quidem hac castigatione, si assiduus studiorum exactor 
adstiterit Munc fere negligentia p;edagogorum sic etnendari vide- 
tur ut pueri non facere, quae recta sunt, cogantiir ; sed cum non fece- 
rint, puniantur. Deniqne cum parvuluin verberibus coegeris, quid 
juveni facias, cui nee adhiberi potest hie metus, et majura dicenda 
sunt ?* 

Quinctilian, while he reprobates the system of flogging chil- 
dren, never for an instant imagines it possible that stripes 
could be deemed a suitable punishment for youths of a more 
advanced age; but we have seen in one of our public schools 
(at Winchester) youths, and even bearded young men, com- 
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pelled to submit to the indignity of a flogging. One great vice- 
inherent in such a system is^ as the author just quoted sug* 
gestSj the deficiency which must exist of a principle of con* 
duct when the fear of punishment has been removed. And so 
we find it; young men let loose from school, particularly 
those whose parents have neglected to exert their influence^ 
plunge into every description of extravagance; they know 
no rule of action — they are ignorant of the reasons for moral 
conduct — they have no foundation to rest upon — and until 
they have been severely disciplined by the world, are ex- 
tremely dangerous members of society. What sufferings to the 
unfortunate individuals themselves might be spared, by a more 
humanizing and a more rational system of education. 

Upon entering a public school there is no circumstance 
which so immediately and so entirely occupies the attention and 
thoughts of a boy, as the singular relation in which he finds him- 
self placed with regard to his schoolfellows. There is a custom 
existing in all, or nearly all large public schools, sanctioned, 
by length of time and invariable usage, by which the boys are 
divided among themselves, independent entirely of the will and 
authority of the master, into three distinct classes,— the 
higher — the middling — and the lower. The higher class, in 
addition to each individual member of the class having a boy 
allotted to him as a sort of personal servant, have the privi- 
lege of ordering and commanding to the lower, whatever 
their will and caprice may dictate, and of enforcing those 
commands by the united power of their whole body — 
which being composed of the oldest boys in the school is of 
course irresistible ; — 2. the middling class, although they can- 
not give a command except to some boy allotted to each of 
them as a servant, are themselves exempted from servitude ; — 
3. the lower class are the slaves and drudges of the school, 
performing the most menial offices, subjected to the most wan- 
ton caprice, and often to the most cruel personal ill usage : 
their condition is like that of women in uncivilized communi- 
ties, tyrannized over because incapable of resistance, and whose 
oppression is only bounded by the Caprice of their husbands. 
We will give a few particulars respecting the public school 
we ourselves are best acquainted with — Winchester. On 
a cold winter's morning the Unfortunate juniors have to rise 
an hour before their masters to boil water for them to 
wash in ; they have to watch out of doors, without hats, 
in order to notify the exact n^oment the schoolmaster goes 
into chapel, in order that their lazy masters may be nei- 
ther a moment too early nor too late. If, after chapel, it 
is the pleasure of a senior to enjoy a game of fives, hdif* 
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a^doien unfortunate juniors are sent for, and although they 
have not the pleasure of playing, they have to watch and run 
after such balls as the senior has been too clumsy to strike 
accurately, or has wantonly struck in another direction for the 
express purpose of giving them trouble. Should any of them 
be not sufficiently attentive or active in performing this duty, 
it will be his fate either to be placed under the wall to be 
struck by the ball^ or to receive some blows from the bat upon 
the handy or from the clenched fist upon the head. During 
school hours there is a greater, although not even then an entire, 
equality, but the moment they are over, it is at an end. Instead 
of going to breakfast, after several hours' fasiting, the unfor- 
tunate juniors have either to prepare and serve their masters' 
breakfast, or to toast bread for any of the privileged class who 
may choose to order them. We remember having often seen 
some twenty unfortunate juniors round the fire on a morning 
with toasting forks of their own making, some under the legs 
of the others, some poking their bread through some little 
crevice in the mass of bodies, and others unable to get in at 
all, — the strongest of course obtaining and maintaining the 
best places, — while a brute of a fellow, with a long whip, has 
lashed those whose strength or skill has not enabled them to 
procure a place. As soon as this operation is finished, — for 
which, if done ill, they are rewarded with blows of the clenched 
fist upon the head,^t might be imagined that they would be 
allowed to eat their breakfast in peace ; — no such thing : they 
are then obliged to stand at the top of the hall, there to be 
ready to minister to the wants, whims, and caprices of any of 
the seniors who may please to call them, and if they can con-- 
trive, while there, without knife or table, to find time to s\^ allow 
down their bread and butter and cold milk, they are lucky 
fellows ; — if they are sent on errands, this is often out of 
the question. School hours, again, give the juniors not much 
relief, as they are expected to have learned their lessons during 
play hours, and we have just seen how they have been oc- 
cupied. School hours at an end, the gates are opened, and 
there is liberty for the boys to go out and enjoy themselves. 
It might be thought that now, at least, the juniors would be 
permitted to do so ; no such thing. One of the senior boys 
sends them to watch out at cricket, that is, to run after the ball 
when others have struck it, without participating in the pleasure 
of playing, receiving blows on the head, as usual, for any want 
of attention or skill ; or to play at foot-ball, that is, to be 
pushed about, and to have their shins kicked at the pleasure of 
the seniors. Well do we remember the dread that such orders 
used to inspire, and boys would hide themselves> expose them«> 
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selves to be flogged, or otherwise panisbed by the master, or even 
pretend illness in order to escape this odious tyranny. Although' 
dinner is a more peaceful meaJ, supper is a repetition of break- 
fast; and bed-time, so far from bemg a time of rest, is often 
that in which tyranny is exercised to the greatest extent. 
Tossing in the blanket, tying toes, bolstering, &c., although 
matters which, when boys are of the same size and age, may 
be laughed at as puerile amusements, become subjects of more 
serious consideration when exercised by the older upon the 
younger, who are utterly unable to defend themselves, and who 
would be most soundly thrashed if they presumed to return 
one joke by another. (See Note at end of the Number.) 

To the fagging system we think is mainly attributable the 
want of independence, both politically and in private life, which 
has characterized too many of our countrymen, — a servility 
without an object, — an unmeaning, unaccountable subserviency 
to the will and caprice of others. That in Turkey men should 
abase themselves in the presence of those in power, we are 
able to understand ; there is a bowstring in question. We 
can understand, too, the cringing of servility, degrading and 
disgraceful as it is, when a place or a pension can be obtained 
by the practice of it; but we cannot understand that habitual 
self-humiliation which is practised every day in society, where 
men without character or talent are receiving the homage of 
whole circles because they are in possession of hereditary title 
or wealth, neither of which the admiring crowd have any 
chance of participating in. The man who is habituated to be 
a slave is well schooled to be a tyrant, for he who has forgotten 
his own rights is not likely to bear in mind those of other 
people. The abject slave and the insolent tyrant are inva- 
riably united in the same person. The eunuchs of the East 
are a notable instance of this. 

In Turkey, says a modern traveller, ' from the top to the 
bottom of the ladder is a gradation of servitude. The Grand 
Vizier kisses the Sultan's foot; he bows to Mohammed. The 
Pasha kisses the Grand Vizier's foot : the Bey the Pasha's : the 
Aj3;a the Bey's ;' and while the one party debases himself, the 
other i<^riominiously spurns ihe crawling reptile, which he is ready 
himseir to liecomr at a moment's notice to his own superiors. 
But a sensitive regard for individual inde[)endence Invariably 
characterizes those who extend a benevolent dispo^sition to 
all the world, and who would he grieved even inadvertently 
to wound the feehn^s of another. The humbling of the 
growing spirit of youth, which is the great ruling principle 
of our public schools, is every way objectionable. We cer- 
tainly should be careful to correct its abuse or excess, but we 
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think that a boy cannot be too early characterized by a spirit 
qf independence, a term which we use in the proper and good 
s^nse, and beg our readers so to understand it. 

From the moment that the mind is capable of distinguishing 
between right and wrong, we would teach a child to judge of 
his own actions by this sole criterion, and never by the unex- 
plained approval or disapproval of others. Let him use his 
own reason, and be assured of the rectitude of his purpose,] 
and act boldly. Errors in judgment we would never punish ; 
we would correct them by pointing them out. There is gene- 
rally a delicate sensibility in youth of the nobler stamp of cha- 
racter, which renders them easy to be corrected in this manner 
when blows will either damp the spirit or render it sullen or 
incorrigible. The regular practice of calmly and kindly point- 
ing out the errors which a child must necessarily fall into, will 
be more likely to check arrogance or over-weening conceit 
than any rough treatment. A blow is not a reason ; and if no 
weightier argument is adduced, a boy with a tolerable capa- 
bility of endurance is likely to consider his logic as accurate as 
that of the person who gave the blows : and although the fear 
of punishment may induce him to keep the opinion to himself, 
he still retains it to bring out when he can do so without the 
fear of personal injury. Mr. Bulwer, in his work entitled 
* England and the English/ says with much justice,— 

* The only moral principle at a public school is that which the 
boys themselves tacitly inculcate and acknowledge ; it is impossible 
to turn a large number of human beings loose upon each other, but 
what one of the first consequences will be the formation of a public 
opinion, and public opinion instantly creates a silent, but omnipotent 
code of laws. Thus among boys there is always a vague sense of 
honour and justice, which is the only morality that belongs to 
schools. It is this van^ue and conventional sense to which the 
master trusts, and with which he seldom interferes. But how vague 
it is, how confused, how erring ! What cruelty, tyranny, duplicity 
are compatible with it? It is no disgrace to insult the weak and to 
lie to the strong; to torment the fag and to deceive the master. 
These principles grow up with the boy ; insensibly they form the 
matured man Look abroad in the world, what is the most common 
character ? thut which is at once arrogant and servile. It is this 
early initiation into the vices of men, which with s«>me parents is an 
inducement to send their sons to a public school. How often you 
hear the careful faiher say, ''Tom got-s to Eton to learn the world.** 
One word on this artrument : your boy does not accomplish your 
object ; he learns the vices of the world, it is true, but not the caution 
which should accompany them. Who >o thouohtiess as the young 
man esctiped from a public school ? Who so easil} duped ? Who so 
fair a prey to the trading sharper and the sharping tradesman ? Who 
run up such bills with tailors and horse-dealers? Who so noto* 
riously the greenhorn and the bubble? Is this his boasted knowledge 
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of the world? You may hare made your boy vicious, but you will 
find that that is not making^ him wise.' 

This is all true with the exception of lying, with regard to 
which our experience of Winchester enables us to say (hat it 
was condemned in that school at least. In fact» it was the only 
vice which appeared to meet with condemnation from the 
public opinion of the boys ; for the most blasphemous swearings 
the most disgusting and indecent language, and outrageous 
tyranny, were of daily and hourly occurrence. In addition to 
the evils we have mentioned as consequent upon the fagging 
system as permitted at a public school, the health is frequently 
seriously and permanently injured ; and timid characters are 
often so completely destroyed, as never afterwards to be able 
to oppose ordinary courage to the difficulties of life. By the 
supporters of the system it will be urged, that boys ought not 
to be brought up too delicately ; that the knocking about and 
roughing of a public school is but a foretaste of the world they 
are about to enter, and well fits them to conduct themselves 
in it with spirit and propriety. We too would wish to habi« 
-tuate children to endurance ; we would have them patient 
of suffering, of heat, of cold, and of fatigue ; we would not 
have them faint at labour; we would wish to rouse the spirit, 
but not to dull the affections ; we would not bring them up 
either as tyrants or slaves, to console themselves when slaves 
with the idea of one day being masters. To inflict an injury 
should be to them pain^ and we would not have them submit 
to one in silence. 

Force is in ail cases brutal, for it is the mere effort of the 
animal uncontrolled by that moral understanding, which is the 
characteristic of a man as distinguished from a beast. Force 
therefore should not be the ruling power in a school, either 
in the community which the boys form among themselves, or 
in the government which the master exercises over the boys. 
We would have a boy comprehend why his action was wrong ; 
we would therefore rather point out his error than flog him for 
it. As a master, we should prefer being known to the boys as 
a friend who had no interest but their own, and who was more 
ready to assist them in correcting faults in their character 
than to punis»h them — instead of being considered as a person 
of superior strength, whose will was in direct opposition to their 
happiness, and whose only object was to find out faults for 
the purpose of inflicting bodily pain. We would use our tw- 
Jluence to induce the elder boys to let their intercourse with 
those younger than themselves, be characterized rather by 
kindness and good will than by ill usage and hard blows. With 
regard to the fagging system, we would use our authority^ and 
abolish at once this odious and demoralizing usage. 
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A TREATISE ON ALGEBRA. 

A Treatise on Algebra. By George Peacock, M.A., F.R.S., 
&c., &c., Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Canabridge, Deighton, 1830. 

In some previous articles we have suggested methods of teach-^ 
ingthe first principles of arithmetic and geometry to beginners. 
At the time, we neglected the higher science of algebra: partly 
on account of the very great extent and importance of the 
subject, for those who are to become mathematicians ; and 
partly because it is extremely difficult to draw the line which 
separates the elements from the higher parts. For reason9 
which will appear in the course of this article, though the 
transcendental part of every one of the mathematical sciences 
aids in giving clear views of the first principles, in none is this 
$0 much the case as in algebra. 

A description of the work before us in a small space would 
not be an easy task. We shall take the opportunity of pre* 
senting some general views of the subject, and then proceed 
to inquire in what relation they stand to the subject-matter of 
this article. That we shall be always intelligible to every reader 
we cannot promise ; but, to the best of our knowledge and 
belief, such considerations should be understood (we do not 
say admitted^ but understood) by every one who pretends to 
teach algebra as a preparation for the higher mathematics. 

The general notion entertained of the mathematical sciences, 
namely, that there is perfect security and evidence from the 
very commencement, contains a sort of petitio prmcipii. It 
is true only of a beginner who has already mathematical powers 
and habits : that is, of one who has gained what it is usually 
presumed can only be gained from the studies of which the 
assertion is made. Dip a mathematician in Lethe as to the 
results he has learned, but let the powers of his understanding 
remain in all the strength derived from the manner in which 
he came by these results ; let him then recommence his mathe- 
matical course, and he will no doubt be able to propose objec* 
tions, and understand the answers. He will establish every 
point as it ought to be established to the most critical eye of 
reason ; and principles which are now deferred, not because 
they require foundation, but because the power of abstraction 
is not yet sufficiently strong in the mind of the learner, woqI4 
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be, in the case supposed, the most proper and easy ground- 
work. With the ordinary beginner the case is of course dif- 
ferent. The same want of grasp which would prevent him 
from understanding the answer, also makes it impossible that 
he should originate the objection ; and if he is satisfied during 
every part of his algebraical career, it is either because care 
is taken that the difficulties are kept out of his way for a 
season, or because he is satisfied with anything that his in- 
structor may say. Here then are two methods which comprise 
much the greater part of all teaching on this subject : the first 
consisting in the rejection, either temporary or permanent, of 
all (he difficulties which arise from the confined views of the 
student ; the second, that of meeting them by authority. 
Among the latter, we include all such explanations as the 
student cannot understand; which if he receives at all, it 
must be because he has them on the word of those whom he 
believes to be wiser than himself. 

Against both methods we have decided objections. With 
regard to the temporary postponement, it seems to us that the 
matter is not mended, because the difficulties for the most 
part are of such a nature that habits derived from other parts 
of the science are not those which are required to surmount 
them. To learn how to use a term or a symbol in a limited 
sense, though a most necessary preliminary, is not all that is 
required for preparing the mind to grasp the extension of its 
meaning, and to get accustomed to pause upon it wherever it 
occurs, to make sure that what is only true of the limited sense 
is not fallaciously asserted of the more general. We will take 
an instance from common life, which will place the nature of 
the difficulty before all our readers, whether mathematicians 
or not. We learn the use of the word • to see' when we are 
very young. When we become older, we know that our pri- 
mitive meaning of this term applies to perception by means of 
the action of light on the eyes, and at all nges we rest convinced 
that we cannot see in the dark. But in time w« learn another 
use of the word, by the same habit which taught us the first; 
any conclusion which the reason can draw, even from the other 
senses, is represented as an act of sight. We may ea^^ily see 
that Rossini's style differs from that of Handel : there is no 
one who does not see the guilt of murder. Bnt none (except 
a felonious punster) would advocate the abolition of all respon- 
sibility between sunset and sunrise, because he could not then 
clearly see the diff*erence between right jind wrong. 

However odd the preceding illustration niay appear, it is 
much to the point, because the extension of terms is one of 
the greatest difficulties of algebra. All jests are only very 
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obvious fjallftcies, and may always be made to furnish illus* 
trations of those which are less apparent. Its application is as 
follows: suppose it were proposed not to let children hear the 
extended'*' use of any term until they arrive at an age to under- 
stand the process employed ; that is^ the phrase ' to see' would 
always have its primitive and physical sense, so that it never 
could be used, except as connected with the idea of a perception 
which is impossible in the dark. No doubt such an education 
would close up several sources of misconception ; but it would 
also deprive the mind of several most important modes of in« 
vention. Would this, we must ask, be a good preparation for 
the common use of language ? We believe most people would 
answer in the negative, and we affirm that extension, if not 
learnt in childhood, would never be learnt at all. We see 
by daily experience, that invention of new words (if indeed it 
ever take place, in the strictest sense) is the act of men ; 
while children never invent words, but invariably extend those 
which they already have. Indeed, in common life, it would 
be difficult to show more than a single English wordf which 
has really been invented in modern times. 

While on this part of the subject, we really wish that the 
idea Could be entertained without ridicule, of forming a dic- 
tionary of euphonious monosyllables and dissyllables, which 
have no meaning, for the supply of new terms when wanted. 
We doubt if ever a word could be thence brought into com* 
mon juse ; but had such a process been legitimate, we should 
not have had in science to labour through such words as nume- 
rator, denominator, multiplicand, &c., which are in constant 
use, and with unenviable correctness;]; have never been abbre- 
viated. 

The great difference between mathematical and common 
extension is in the apparently immense steps which are made 
by the former. We say apparently, because so convenient is 
the usage found, that the extensions have almost universally 
been made as matter of practice, before the principle was cor* 
rectly understood. 

Leaving the temporary postponement of such difficulties, as 
tending rather to increase than diminish the labour of mind to 
which it is thus admitted we must ultimately come, we proceed 

* We have used this word here in preference to metaphoricuiy because we do 
not believe the latter word really expresses the way in which we actually come 
by the manifold use of terms. 

f The word cabal (^if the historioal story be true) comes most near to the tit]« 
of new-invented. 

X One of the benefits of the diffusion of knowledge will, we hope, be the 
clipping of scientific terms by the great master of language—- the common 
people. 
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to consider the question of the entire abandonment of them. 
It may be asked why we do not substitute new words in place 
of the extension of old ones ? To this the answer is twofold. 
In the first place^ by so doing, we of our own accord relinquish 
analogies which have been the most efficient guides to discovery. 
We require the substitution of a new word at the very point at 
which our previous investigation has almost removed the diffi- 
culty of extension. For, to the habits of a mathematician, 
as we have observed, the extension is no difficulty ; and th6 
process of reasoning and comparison by which the necessity 
for a new term appears is, pro tanto, the formation of the 
habit, for want of which the new word is proposed instead of 
the extension. The extension is always found to come very 
naturally at the end of a particular process : this process cannot 
be avoided, merely by proposing that its result shall be diffisr* 
ently expressed. And all that we have said of new words and 
of words altogether, equally applies to symbols, which are the 
words of algebra. 

The second argument, which is practically the stronger of 
the two, is the fact, that unless the student learns words as 
they are used, no matter whether properly or improperly, he 
cannot read that which has been written. Let us suppose 
a tutor and pupil to set out with a clear view of their mutual 
contract. The tutor has notions of his own, which he con- 
siders reasonable, in opposition to universal practice. The 
pupil, it may be supposed, wishes ultimately to read, let us say, 
the works of Laplace. If the tutor, knowing such to be the 
view of the other party, choose to persist in his own system, it 
is clearly his duty to make the other party aware of what he is 
about to do, and to give him his choice between Laplace and 
himself. And the pupil will do wisely to prefer the former; 
for since, take which course he may, he is obliged by his igno- 
Tance to act upon the authority of others, even in the system 
on which be shall learn a science of pure reason, he will do 
better to choose the greater authority. And he may depend 
upon it, in nine cases out of ten at least, that those who have 
most reputation* amotig the learned are the best guides to 
those who have not knowledge to judge for themselves. 

This brings us to the subject of meeting the difficulties by 
authority in all its various shapes. Whatever we may think 
of this sanction as a guide to the road, we would reject it alto- 
gether as to the details of the voyage. The little bit of know- 
ledge (be it ever so little) which is gained day by day should 
be a real and satisfactory addition to the working faculties of 

* We must not be supposed to mean the popular estimate of scientific cha- 
racter. The Newton of the world at large, is not the Newton of philosopher!. 
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the mind. . But even here we must put a limit to the studisnt*^ 
rights. If he ever wishes to become a mathematician, he 
must not reject absoUitely any proposition because he does 
not understand it. To make his own powers the test of what 
is to be learned or not learned, at the outset^ would be equi- 
valent to supposing he has all (as to thinking power) that he 
wants to acquire or can acquire. How then can he reason cor- 
rectly (which is indispensable) while he is supposed to be without 
the power of rejecting what he thinks wrong ? To take a case ; 
suppose that the demonstration proposed is as follows : ' A is B, 
B is C, C is D ; therefore A is D.* Suppose that he sees the two 
latter propositions with sufficient clearness, but that he is either 
dubious about * A is B/ or even entirely of the contrary opinion. 
He must not receive this proposition on the evidence of his 
tutor, or of the treatise he reads, neither of which are worth 
anything, except where they produce conviction. Neither 
must he stop his course on this account. But, seeing that he 
has completed the proof of the proposition ^ A is D,' except 
only that he does not receive * A is B/ he is entitled to con- 
clude that *if A is B, A is D.' He may then proceed with (he 
subsequent propositions, remembering always that such as 
depend upon * A is D,' or in any way follow from it, are hypo- 
thetical, and not demonstrated until the fundamental pro- 
position, ^ A is B,' shall have been established. His reasoning 
will then be perfectly correct : for he must remember that 
reasoning is not the affirmation or negation of propositions, 
but the right deduction of them from one another ; and that 
though the certainty of mathematical conclusions depends 
upon that of the fundamental propositions^ the correctness of 
mathematical reasoning has nothing whatever to do with that 
circumstance. And the very process of retaining an hypothe- 
tical conclusion, and deducing its consequences, keeping in 
mind that the latter partake of the uncertainty of the former, 
is, for the purposes of every other branch of learning, as well 
as of common life, one of the most useful that can be devised, 
and one of the most neglected. There is a manner in which 
children (sub rosd^ we have done it ourselves) amuse them- 
selves with dominos, by placing them upright behind one 
another, in such a way that when the first falls, it knocks 
down all the others. This is what the older children must 
play at. They are reasoning correctly, provided they place 
propositions before their mind in such a way, that if any 
one fall, all its successors fall after it ; and this is the plan 
which the deepest proficient must follow, as well as the be- 
ginner. For he must be a bold man who is not pr<^pared tp 
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think it possible^ even in mathematics, that he may to-morrow 
refuse to admit that, which to-day he considers unquestionable. 
There are two succedanea which we have not alluded tOy 
because the first is almost without advocates, and the second 
without defenders. The former is the rejection of what we 
may call symbolical algebra, on account of its difficulties ; the 
second, its adoption without the difticulties of extension being 
properly placed before the student. The first confine them- 
selves to general arithmetic, and entirely shut themselves out 
of algebra as a science of investigation of methods ; the second 
deface arithmetic itself by retaining arithmetical terms, without 
making it appear that they do not use them in their arith- 
metical meaning. We cannot agree either to relinquish the 
richest vein of mathematical science that ever was opened, at 
the bidding of the first ; or to give up existing treaties with 
Cocker, at the pleasure of the second. We will, therefore, 
give each a question, and leave them : from the first we should 
be glad to know a purely numerical method of finding divisors 
of the second degree ofaf" + 1, and also a clear explanation 
how it happens that the — in their language — absurd expression 
log ( — 1) -i. ^ "ZTl will never arise, except when the rational 

process would yield 3 •14159. To the second we propose the 
following as a question of pure arithmetic : supposing a pupil 
aged fourteen years to receive quantities less than nothing 
(arithmetically speaking) on the word of a tutor, how much 
greater than infinity must be the credulity of a newly-born 
infant ? 

There are abundant attempts to simplify the mathematical 
sciences, and make them very easy. Of the elementary works 
which issue from the press, a large proportion professes to 
teach algebra and geometry almost without the trouble of 
thought. We will not call this charlatanerie, because we 
know that the original fruit of a man*s own mind always 
appears so clear in comparison with what he has read, that it 
needs not even self-love to make him suppose it will be equally 
clear to others ; and it is as difficult to fix the extent to which 
simplification may be carried, as to define the boundaries of 
human power. Therefore, we are always pleased to see a new 
annunciation of a geometry or algebra with all the difficulties 
removed, because, though sometimes only a trap, it is as fre- 
quently the index of something like a new and original work, 
which, being in no respect harder than its predecessors, may 
add a mite to the materials for future constructions. We 
have seen within a century, that the works which at the begin<» 
ning of that period were too difficult for most teachers, are 
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now the elementary treatises of students. In another century, 
it may be that all those obstacles of which we now treat shall 
equally have ceased to exist. But of this we may. be certain, 
so boundless is the subject^ that however much may be made 
' clear to the meanest capacity,' a field of difficulties will always 
remain to exercise those who will think upon them. The 
mathematician will never sit down at the limits of his science, 
to weep that there are no more worlds to conquer ; and there- 
fore those general principles which we now find it useful to 
apply to what we call the elements of algebra would imme- 
diately find their proper employment, even though every child in 
the kingdom were to become in one moment intuitively cogni- 
zant of all that is already known. Therefore, though morally 
certain that algebra is, at this moment, in spite of all that has 
been written, a very difficult science, we are disposed, instead 
of abandoning the causes of embarrassment, to put them fairly 
before the student, and to try what time and thought will do 
for him : convinced that by such an experiment only can we 
expect to find out what is the best way of proceeding. 

Let us consider for a moment what is the end proposed in 
teaching algebra. Certain habits of mind are to be acquired, 
certain methods of calculation are to be demonstrated to be 
true, and made easy by practice. To obtain this end, books 
are written (we speak of school- treatises) in which from begin- 
ning to end there are ho difficulties except what arise from 
mere complication of processes. That which has few letters 
is always easy ; that which has many is always hard. How 
are we to explain this circumstance, consistently with what we 
have said of the real difficulties of algebra ? In this noalnner : — 
so much of the incomprehensible as is necessary to the partial 
view there taken, is laid down in rules ; and, what is the grand 
secret, the examples furnished to the student are so contrived, 
that they shallexhibit just what the rule is good for, and no 
more. The learner is much in the position of a boy set to tend 
tame cattle, which are used to a limited range, and to herd 
together within it : but this is not the way to acquire skill and 
strength to use the weapons which shall bring down the wild 
bull or the tiger ; and we imagine our algebraical student would 
be in no condition to deal with a newly-caught example out 
of the mass which might be proposed. In speaking therefore 
of the greater part of our elementary treatises, we consider 
them as good for the instances they give, and no more'; we 
have never seen independent power obtained by means of them. 
That which the student afterwards acquires he has to labour 
for afresh ; he struggles with an algebraical principle while he 
is already deep in the Differential Calculus, and gets his first 

Oct., 1834.^Jan., 1835. H 
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ideas of a common process of numbers out of his treatise on 
mechanics. All the sciences are taxed, each in its due pro- 
portion, to furnish elements of algebra ; and the reason is that 
the books on that science are mostly filled with useless rules, 
in order that every name known to arithmetic may have its 
counterpart in algebra, and that the second science may seem 
a literal translation of the first. 

This account may be considered exaggerated as applied to 
many foreign treatises, and to some of those which have been 
published of late years in this country. But we do not speak 
of that small fraction of the whole which is called univertiity 
education, but of the algebra taught in the multitude of private 
schools. There the proposed habits of mind are not formed, 
because there is more of rule than of reasoning ; the intended 
facilities of calculation are not given, because, to sa\e trouble, 
a few rules are substituted for wide and difficult principles, 
such rules being incapable of application beyond their own 
letter, and almost sure to fail the student in the very first 
instance in which he ventures beyond the little collection of 
examples which is arranged for his use. 

In the same manner as the learner is left to acquire what is 
really useful in algebra from the subsequent sciences, as he 
best may, so the works on this subject seem intended to teach 
him what he ought to have known before, namely, arith* 
metic* How to learn the former science without a thorough 
knowledge of the latter is a secret we have not yet discovered, 
though it has been attempted in thousands of itistances every 
year. Though the former is founded upon the latter, (at pre- 
sent entirelyf ,) or, in Mr. Peacock's phrase, which is prefer- 
able, suggested by it, yet the former is expressly constituted 
and defined to include a large class of relations, which it cannot 
be the object of the latter to consider. Arithmetic numbers 
and counts, according to any rule that may be laid down ; 
algebra points out what the rule must be, whether any rule 
can be devised or not, and if not, how it happens that the par- 
ticular case in question admits of no rule, and what modifi- 
cations it must undergo before the establishment of a rule 
becomes possible. By arithmetic we add or subtract; by 
algebra we find out whether to add or subtract. The latter is 

^ * We speak here as much of facih'ty of computation as of knowledge of prin* 
ciples. Few students who begin algebra have even the necessary practice in the 
management of fractions to prevent very simple applications from being la- 
borious. 

t Formerly it was not so, but partly on arithmetic, partly on geometry. We 
still retain the vestiges of this in algebraical language ; but the connexion, accord- 
ing to Vieta, was so close as to place such expressions as a*-|-a* among the 
number of impossibihties. 
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therefore a science of investigation, ivithout any rules except 
those under which we may please to lay ourselves for the sake 
of attaining any desirable object. The hypotheses, the mean* 
ing of the symbols^ however laid down, are in our own power : 
subject only to the great rule of all search after truth, that 
nothing is to be asserted as a conclusion^ more than is actually 
contained in the premises. 

But in drawing the distinction just alluded to^ it must be 
remembered that every species of arithmetical investigation 
is a part of algebra ; and in reference to the distinction, we 
use the term arithmetic in the most common sense, as im- 
plying no more than computation by rules. But when we 
say that students do not previously learn arithmetic, we use the 
word in its wider sense, as implying the species of investigation 
which they might learn while employed upon numbers. 

The first glimpse of the manner in which algebra breaks 
beyond the province of arithmetic may be, according to the 
widest notion a learner can form of it, very easily given. The 
latter is a part of the general science of quantity. Its province 
is number, and number only. In geometry, it enters in the form 
of proportion ; and the Fifth Book of Euclid, which is a purely 
numerical speculation, is the foundation of its application to 
that science, the investigations being conducted by what we 
must call an algebraical method. 

But in considering the relations which may exist between 
one line and another, we find the twofold notion of length and 
direction. The first can be estimated arithmetically; but not 
the second, unless we introduce the arithmetical science of 
quantities of an entirely different nature, namely, of angles. 
If therefore we ask for a symbol which will represent a line 
both in direction and magnitude, it is plain that we require 
something which is not in the province of arithmetic directly 
applied to linear quantity. 

I-et us turn to another magnitude,* which we are of necessity 
in the habit of estimating, and which we call time* We have 
here, by well-known methods, the power of numbering or 
counting ; but the relations implied in the words before and 
after are as much beyond the reach of arithmetic, as those of 
north or south in geometry. There is no arithmetical symbol 
which at once expresses a number of days, and also whether 
that number is to be reckoned forwards or backwards from a 
given epoch. 

Here arises a point of comparison which, at an advanced 

* The mathematical definition of magnitude is, anything to which the terms 
greater or less may be applied, and such that two things of the kind may bo 
compared by a common unit* 

-h2 
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stage of his progress^ must strike the inquirer. When we 
speak of north and souths we have also an idea of an infinite 
number of directions which are neither north nor south ; but, 
according to our notions of this relation, they lie between the two. 
But when we consider time, we find that we have no complex 
idea connected with duration, which appears neither to ex- 
press before nor after, but something between the two. We 
know before, at, and afters but no other modes ; and this we 
say is evident enough from the ' nature of the case,' which 
words must always be interpreted to mean that we wish to have 
something to say about what is above our faculties. But 
whether, if we had higher faculties, such relations would 
open upon us, or whether no such thing would happen, is not 
essential to our present question. The bearing of the com* 
parison upon our present object is simply this : that when we 
have acquired an algebra sufficient for the purposes of geo- 
metry, that is when we have symbols and operations which 
will consistently express and combine all the conceivable 
varieties of length and direction, we shall have gained notions 
too general to be applied to our ideas of duration. We can 
imagine a fixed point to represent a particular epoch : points 
on the left to represent anterior epochs, and on the right, 
posterior epochs, on the scale, as we should express it, of an 
inch to a year, or any other. But in the right line chosen 
will lie all the analogies which we can conceive to exist be- 
tween duration and a right line. If therefore we were to apply ^ 
a perfect geometrical algebra to the consideration of a question 
connected with time, we might conceive a problem which, 
though geometrically considered, should be possible, yet, 
mutatis mutatidis, should have no intelligible counterpart. 

We may take other objects of calculation in which a boun- 
dary, instead of appearing we know not how, or * by the nature 
of the case,' to speak learnedly, merely exists by the common 
habitudes of life. A sum of money is either to be received, 
paid, or retained, and we do not usually consider any other 
possible circumstances. Here the analogy of geometry is true 
to the same extent as in the former case. It should seem then 
that a system of representing and combining relations of mag- 
nitude which is fully equal to the wants of geometry, may be 
considered as sufficiently extensive for those of every other 
subject in which calculation is involved ; but that arithmetic, 
which treats of absolute magnitude only, cannot be sufficient, 
because it has no means of representing relations which are as 
necessary to the specification of the conditions of a problem 
as the knowledge of the absolute magnitudes which it treats of. 

A mode of viewing the subject so general and abstract as the 
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preceding would, we may be sure, not be the one which was 
first adopted. It is the characteristic of all the sciences^ in- 
deed of all branches of human knowledge, that the combined 
machinery of a thousand years may be made apparent in all 
its details, in a shorter time than was found to be necessary 
for the perfection of one of its parts. A shipwright's appren- 
tice does not begin his career by burning a tree into the form 
of a canoe; his first step is not regulated by his powers of 
invention, liut by those of perception, and any tool, however 
skilfully imagined, is put into his hands, provided he is able to 
understand why it is constructed. So we imagine must it be , 
in teaching algebra ; it certainly is so in teaching geometry. ^ 
Analysis is considered out of the question for some time ; 
there is no acquired power of investigation. Is there more in 
readiness for the study of algebra ? We suspect not, but at 
the same time we think the writers of most elementary trea- 
tises must have been of a different opinion. Because algebra 
is considered an analytical art, it seems to have been imagined 
that learners must be analysts from the very beginning. And 
the attempt has been to make them analysts by rule ; and to 
make them masters of every case that may arise, by telling them 
the result to which some of their predecessors have come in a 
few cases, without insisting on any one of the principles by 
which these results were obtained. 

The present system might be abandoned, were it only upon 
the principle that algebra for the sake of its results is of little 
use, except to those who intend to cultivate mathematics to a 
considerable extent. This we think can hardly be disputed ; 
how many of those who learn a certain portion of school 
algebra, say to quadratic equations inclusive, ever find occasion 
to apply anything they have learnt in the common business of 
lifeP If they have gained, which we hope has been the case 
with many, some quickness of calculation and extended range 
of perception in questions of number, it is no more than they 
might as easily have acquired upon a different system, which 
gave the same quantity of thought and reading, A walk for 
exercise, without any other object, may be taken in one direc- 
tion as well as in another. But to look at our treatises, we 
should suppose that a certain number of specific operations 
were necessary to some daily application of the science ; and 
that, at whatever sacrifice, these were to be first secured. 
This is not the case : take some of the rules on which great 
stress is laid ; say, what is called division, involution, evolution, 
and the numerical solution of equations of the third and 
fourth degrees. We presume that many a person who has toiled 
at these operations has pleased himself by the reflection that 
at least he was doing something which deep mathematicians 
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were always doing, however little wish he might have to use 
them in such a capacity. But we say that these rules are of 
very infrequent occurrence ; that several of them arise out of 
an attempt to create analogies between arithmetic and algebra, 
which are forced and inconvenient ; that the mathematician 
always proceeds to the same end in a different way, which 
gives him a clearer view of the nature of the result which he 
wants ; and that^ take the whole M4canique Celeste from one 
end to the other, the three first-mentioned operations would 
hardly occur once,"*^ and might certainly be easily avoided. 
The numerical solution of equations occurs in a few instances ; 
while many simple principles^ not mentioned in our books, are 
to be applied in almost every page of the work mentioned. 
And under this defect, the advantage of works written by men 
so well versed in the actual state of analysis as Mr. Peacockf 
appears conspicuously ; because^ independently of any other 
merits, they show what is actually taking place in the world 
of science, and are not merely new editions of works which 
have previously appeared on the matters of which they treat. 

We have yet, before we enter properly on our task as re- 
viewers, to consider how algebra might be taught to a mathe* 
matician who has forgotten the subject, but retains the 
powers of mind he derived from it ; or, which is the same 
thing, to a student who possesses a high capacity for gene- 
ralization. But by this word hangs a tale. We cannot pro- 
ceed without explaining what is the mathematical meaning of 
the term. We are, of course, as true Baconians, suspicious 
of general propositions ; we have heard many objections to 
algebra altogether, as a science of alarming generality; and it 
is a sort of proverb that In genera lihus latet error. This is 
the only proverb that we like; for it destroys all the rest, and 
ends by committinjj suicide. What is such an apophiheorra but 
a very general prof)osition, so unlimited in the ideas which it 
conveys, that it may, on some occasion, become a weapon on 
any side, and gain force at^ninst some one position by the 
authority which it derives from having been used in a thousand 
different senses by a thousand different people ? Few very 
specific propositions ever became proverbs ; which are garments 
of conversation always ordered without measuring^ because 

* It 18 difficult to give the student an idea of the extent to which some pro* 
ces»e8, fundamental in appearance, are practically useless. The process of 
finding the sides of a spherical triangle by means of the angles occupies as pro- 
minent a place in most treatises of trigonometry as any other case. Delambre, 
who had perhaps more experience in this subject than all the men of his time 
put together, says it never came before him but once, and then he could at 
well hav^e done without it. 

t See the Report of that gentleman to the Brilith Auociaticn on the pres^it 
£tat6 of analysi*, published iu the second volume of their TriuiMotionA. 
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we know that if they do not fit^ they will stretch. As against 
algebra^ the preceding saying of the wise has been terribly dis- 
tended from its original dimensions ; if there be any meaning 
in it^ it is this : that general conclusions drawn from particular 
premises are likely to be false, sometimes at least. That is» 
we may not assume that what is true of A^ B, C, and D, is 
therefore true of the whole alphabet ; or induction, however 
numerous the facts on which it is based, is liable to fail as a 
guide to perfect truth. But there is another process to which 
the name of generalization is given, perhaps improperly, and 
out of which the generality of algebra springs. It does not arise 
from drawing conclusions wider than the premises will logically 
admit, but from arbitrary conventions by which terms in com- 
mon use are made to signify less than their vulgar meaning 
implies, the algebraical meaning being always a part, and not 
the whole, of the common meaning. On this point much 
depends ; when an alg^raical term is converted (by express 
hypothesis for the time being) into the arithmetical term which 
corresponds to it, it is by super-addition to the algebraical 
meaning, the latter, as far as it goes, being already the arith- 
metical meaning. To the mathematician we have supposed 
we present the algebraical meaning ; to the common student 
we present at first the whole arithmetical meaning ; and, when 
the necessity arises^ we show him the convenience of restricting 
the sense he has hitherto used, of throwing away part of what 
was necessarily considered as implied in the word, retaining 
only those propositions which are true of the restricted meaning, 
and of course rejecting those which are true only of the fullest 
meaning of the word. It therefore follows that certain for- 
mulae may be chosen, not as consequences of any meaning 
given to the symbols, but as the definitions of the symbols 
themselves. For instance, we know that if + and — have 
their arithmetical meaning, 

But we cannot say that this equation implies the whole of the 
arithmetical meaning; for it only constitutes such a relation 
between + and — as would equally exist if the former signified 
subtraction and the latter addition ; or, if the former signified 
the raising of a power, and the latter the extraction of a root, 
+ might stand for to the rights provided — stood for to the 
left. Indeed the preceding equation merely expresses that — 
is an operation of a contrary eSect to that denoted by + • 

Now what we insist upon is this> that there is no magic 
virtue in 4. and — by which the first must mean addition and 
the second subtraction. In giving our own signification to 
these arbitrary symbols, we are at liberty either to let them 
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remain, subject only to the preceding equation, free to signify 
any two inverse operations, or to restrict them by further defi- 
iiition> so that each shall signify one only of two sets of inverse 
operations, and the other the other. Or we may further confine 
4- to mean either addition or subtraction^ provided that » 
means the other. Whichever we may choose, there is only 
one question for the student. Are the consequences asserted 
of the definition such as are logically deducible from it, and 
no others ? Of the convenience or inconvenience he is no 
judge ; it could never be supposed in geometry, that the tyro 
should form an opinion upon the propriety or impropriety of 
the definition of a straight line, provided he see clearly what 
is meant. And in algebra we should say the same thing of 
the student, even were his power of abstraction as great as we 
have supposed it must be, before this first and most abstract 
mode of viewing the question is presented to him. 

It is but a small class of readers who would readily enter 
upon the development of the preceding views ; they will find 
principles of this description in the work before us fully carried 
out. In justice^ however, to Mr. Peacock, we state that all 
that is said in this article contains only our own opinion^ except 
where the contrary is specially mentioned. 

We will now suppose ourselves proceeding with a person 
moderately skilled in the processes of algebra, habituated to 
the most usual applications of it to geometry and mechanics, 
but who has never paid much attention to the real import of 
the symbols which he uses, and perhaps has never thought at all 
upon the subject. Many such we know are engaged in teach- 
ing, who if pressed to explain the meaning of any really alge- 
braical symbol^ say the isolated negative quantity^ would not 
be able to do it to their own satisfaction. In most cases we 
have found the magic word 'conventional* applied to the pur- 
pose, and there the matter ended. Our object in writing 
this article was to give the ideas of such persons a good be- 
wildering shake, to the end that they might see^ though our 
limits do not allow us to place the whole before them, that there 
is more in the subject than is 'dreamed of in their philosophy.' 
We should call the attention of such a one first to the well- 
known fact, that the truth of his theorems depends entirely on 
the meaning which the fundamental symbols receive; and that 
if +, — ,a, 6, &c. had been used in other significations, there 
would have been no reason to expect that the same combina- 
tions of them which now express truths would have formed 
the theorems of the new science. This would be easily granted ; 
but we should then ask, whether it might not be possible so to 
vary the meaning of the signs, as to make an entirely different 
algebra^ which should nevertheless present exactly the same 
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theorems in form as the old one^ the forms having different 
meanings. For instance, when a and b are numbers, when x 
means multiplication, + addition, and ^ subtraction, we 
know that 

(a 4- A) X (a — A) =« X a — A X i. 
But are these the only significations which can be attached to 
+ > — » X ^ « and by that the above may be true ? Certainly not ; 
a very material alteration may be made in one only, and the 
theorem will remain true. Let x > instead of meaning that the 
preceding and following numbers are to be multiplied together, 
mean that their sines are to be multiplied together, all other 
things remaining the same ; the above equation will still remain 
true, and will become the well-known trigonometrical formula 

sin (a + b) sin (a — 6) = sin "a — sin *A. 
A formula might remain true under an alteration still more at 
variance with common notions; that is, when the ordinary 
meaning of a sign is changed in some parts of a formula, and 
not in others. For instance, take the evident equation 

(a + i5) + (2a+2i5) =3a+3A5 
let the sign + retain its ordinary meaning, only where it is 
placed between the two sets of brackets ; but in every other 
case let it imply, not the sum of the preceding and following 
quantities, but the diagonal of the rectangle constructed upon 
two lines represented by those numbers, with any arbitrary 
linear unit. The preceding theorem will still remain true. 

Instances such as the above only exemplify changes of 
meaning which do not alter the truth of particular theorems : 
the question we ask is, can any change of meaning be pro- 
posed, affecting some or all of the symbols of algebra, but not 
affecting the truth of any one theorem or method ? This may 
seem something like asking, whether two different languages 
might have all their words in common, but with different mean- 
ings, in such manner that by writing a treatise on astronomy 
in the first language, we write, totidem verbis^ a treatise on 
music in the second. There is a reason why we should feel 
pretty confident of the negative on the second point, and another 
why we cannot be so sure of the same as to the first. The 
words of a language contain a vast number of independent 
conventions ;* here the latter term is properly used. Etymo- 
logy apart, and considering words merely in the way in which 
children come by them, there is no process deducible from the 

* The 'primitive convention' of language, like that of government, is a con- 
venient hypothesis, but a dubious fact. Both are meant to preserve popular 
rights, against the assumption of divine attributes ; which are equally invaded 
by those who make truths of all their phrases, and laws of all their wishes. 
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tense which we affix to the sound astronomy which is any 
guide as to what it is right or wrong, or even convenient or 
inconvenient, to signify by the term music. But in algebra, 
conventions which are really of the nature of affixing meanings 
to arbitrary sounds or symbols, are few; while semi-con- 
ventions strongly dictated by convenience, but not imperatively 
deduced by logic, are numerous. The equation a^ = 1 is not 
pure convention^ neither is it strictly inferred : it is at our 
pleasure to make a° stand for the logarithm of a ; that is, there 
is nothing against such a supposition in the elements of al- 
gebra, and we might with care conduct all future operations 
conformably to such a definition. But it is highly convenient 
to let a"* stand for 1, because these are methods derived from 
the first principles, which will be continually leading us to 
write a** in the place of 1 ; and in fact, we shall never be led 
to a* by any operations of algebra, except where a different 
and intelligible process would have substituted 1. Therefore 
we say, let a° = 1 ; but the word is a great deal more like 
* I think we must let a^ = 1,* than ' We are perfectly free to 
choose a meaning for a®, and therefore let it be I.* 

The smallness of the number of independent conventions 
which exist in algebra may therefore render it highly pro- 
bable that an equally small number of other independent con- 
ventions might create another science, differing in the truths 
it expresses, but not in the manner of expressing them. In 
like manner one sentence consistin<r of a few words might, 
by conventional alterations of signification, readily be made 
to give any other meaning. But the best mode of showing 
that the question can be answered is to answer it ; which 
perhaps our readers may think we should have done at first, 
but which we deferred because we thought the preceding con- 
siderations would give those who have not yet seen this view 
of the subject, the necessary insight into our meaning. The 
answer is as follows : — * 

Let a b Cy &c. indicate, not numbers, but lines, all in one 
plane. Let each symbol be significant not only of the length 
of its line, but of its direction ; that is, let two lines of the 
same length, but in different directions, be different things, re- 
quiring different symbols. Let a + b mean the diagonal of 
the parallelogram described on the lines a and b ; or if they do 
not meet in one point, of the parallelogram described upon 
parallels to them which do meet in one point. Let a ^ b 

* The reader may see a fuU account of the rise and progress of this system in 
Mr. Peacock's report cited in the note to page 90, and a detailed demonstration 
of the consequences asserted in the subject of this review, as well as in Mr. 
Warren's Theory * 0/ the Square Roots of Negative Qaantitiet,* Cambridge, 
1828. 
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mean the iQverse of the preceding ; that is^ a being a diagonal 
of which b is one side^ let a --- i be the other side. Let an 
arbitrary axis be chosen ; and let a b imply a line containing 
as many units as the product of the units in a and b, but in- 
clined to the arbit^iy axis at an angle which is the sum of the 
angles made by a and 6 with the same. Or in general, let 
four lines be called proportional, when, in addition to the 
relation between their lengths required by the arithmetical 
meaning of that word, they satisfy the following condition : 
that the first makes the same angle with the second which the 
third does with the fourth ; and let a b mean a fourth pro- 
portional to 1 (measured on the arbitrary axis) a and 6. These 
hypotheses being made, it will follow that every theorem which 
expresses any relation of ordinary algebra will now express a 
geometrical truth ; and it will be found that every formula 
which is true in the one algebra will be true in the other. For 
example^ the formula 

(« + 6) X (« - 6) = a X o - 6 X &, 

which in common algebra expresses that the sum of two num- 
bers multiplied by their difference is equal to the difference of 
their squares, will now be a compendious representation of 
the following geometrical theorem : — 

Let there be two straight lines (a and A) passing through a 
given point in an axisj on which an arbitrary line 1 is measured, 
and making angles a and /3 with that axis. Through that point 
draw lines as follows : (1) the diagonal of the parallelogram 
made by a and b ; (2), a line parallel and equal to the other dia- 
gonal ; (3), a fourth proportional to the unit (1), and (2), in- 
clined to the axis at an angle equal to the sum of the angles of 
the diagonals; (4) a third proportional to the unit and a, 
inclined at twice the angle a; (5) a third prof)ortional to the 
unit and 6, inclined at twice the angle ^; (6) the remaining 
side of a parallelogram of which (4) is the diagonal and (5) one 
side Then shall the lines (3) and (6) coincide in magnitude 
and direction. 

Now a little consideration will make it appear, 1st, that so 
long as all the lines are measured in one direction, there is no 
difference between this and the common algebra ; 2nd, that 
there are no impossible quantities in the new algebra, or at 
least that none of the forms which are impossible in the old 
algebra are impossible in the new. For a -^ b when b is 
greater than a, is possible, since the diagonal of a parallelogram 
may be less than one of the sides. Again, 6 ^ J must de- 
note a line equal in length to 6, and making with the axis an 
angle greater by a right angle than that which 6 makes with 
the axis. 
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One of the principal hypotheses in the preceding, namely^ 
that each symbol carries with it its own direction as well as 
lengthy need never be made after its consequences are once 
established. For a line whose length is a. and which is in- 
clined to the axis at an angle d^ is legitimwly expressed by 

o (cos 9 + V ^^^ sin 9) 
containing explicit symbols of direction. 

We now proceed to the use which may be made of this new 
supposition by a person unhabituated to take that general view 
of the subject which modern algebra has for a long time re- 
quired. 

The theory of the simple negative quantity has long been 
established on grounds which we have always considered clear 
and satisfactory, though not easy to a beginner. The theory 
of the square roots of negative quantities, up to the promul- 
gation of the system which has been briefly stated in the pre- 
ceding pages, was never considered by us as standing on the 
same species of evidence. Demonstration there undoubtedly 
was, of an order superior to what is found in any kind of know- 
ledge except mathematics and mathematical physics ; but it 
seemed to be of a kind more approximating to that of the latter 
than of the former. We are convinced few could say that ex- 
perience was not a direct part of the ground on which their con- 
fidence in this branch of pure mathematics was built. To the 
nature of the foundation we did not object ; for we never 
felt disposed to assert, that we would have all the relations of 
quantity deducible on our own terms, or that we would not 
have them at all. We could admit either Aristotle or Bacon as 
having pointed out one way to truth ; but we should have taken 
leave to have dissented from either, if either had asserted his 
to be the only way, requesting him to add ' as far as he knew.' 
At the same time, we presume that it would always have been 
desirable to have the strongest kind of evidence ; just as it is 
to be wished that the celebrated axiom on parallels in geometry 
could be dispensed with, though geometry itself is not to be 
rejected until that can be done. 

The question about impossible quantities will, we conceive, 
be set at rest by the system of algebra above-mentioned. 
Though it appears to rest upon geometrical considerations, yet 
that is mere matter of illustration, not of necessity. Let the 
lymbols of the new algebra differ from those of the old only 
oy accentuation, or some similar difference : it being under- 
stood that the distinction is to represent the difference of 
meaning. Our definitions will then be expressed by such 
equations as the following : — 
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Extended Algebra. Old. 

a+'i means Va' + )6» + 2a*cos (a — /3) 

„ s/f h rt ^ hi'^^^ "*®<^ ^"^ S'^^^ equations as the 

" ^ '^ »' » X o\ last, with the angle « + /3. 

and so on : in which, though the term angle is employed, it 
may be as the representation of the angle of analytical trigo- 
nometry, the definitions of which are not necessarily based on 
geonietry. We have then the following argument : — 

1. Since the results of the new algebra are always true, and 
have a direct arithmetical, or, if we please geometrical, mean- 
ing, as well in the case where common algebra is impossible, 
as in any other : 

2. Since among the results of the new algebra are to be 
found all the results of the old, and since the new algebra 
reduces itself to common algebra (as far as the meaning of 
symbols is concerned) in all cases in which the disappearance 
of the angles, or (see preceding page) the elimination of the 
symbol ( — • 1) * takes place : 

3. It follows that all those results which have been deduced 
by what in common algebra are called impossible quantities, 
may be deduced by the same steps from the new algebra, in 
such a manner that every step between the hypothesis and the 
result may be capable of an arithmetical exhibition of the 
meaning of both sides of every equation, which, though com- 
plicated, shall be always intelligible. 

This will explain how it has happened that no error has ever 
arisen from the use of the square. roots of negative quantities, 
that is, from the application of the principles of numbers to 
things which were not number, or any (then) conceivable 
modes of quantity. It is as if a race of calculators had no 
conception of fractional parts, but only of whole numbers. 
They would call fractions impossible,* and would be surprised 
to find that operations conducted with these inconceivable 
quantities were true and intelligible, whenever they happened 
to give whole results. In time would come to be understood 
the extension by which fractions are formed from whole num- 
bers, after which the name of impossible would be dropped. 
So, in the present case, the methods and results of an extension 
have been matured, before the extension itself has been for- 
mally made. And as the consequences of this extension are 
developed and methodized, it may not be unreasonable to sup- 

* It is curious enough that some older arithmeticians (among the rest, the 
illustrious Cocker) call fractions negative numbers, and seem not to be very 
clear about admitting them at all. Vieta objected to subtraction altogether, 
and always, where he could, avoided what he called the ^vitium negeuioni^ 
meaning any subtraction, even of the less from the greater. 
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pose that the impossible part'*' of the new algebra will appear, 
and in time dictate the manner in which it is to be interpreted. 
The length to which these remarks have run renders it 
necessary for us to reserve the remainder of this article to the 
next number. We have yet to consider in what degree it is 
practicable or desirable to make any part of the preceding 
enter into the method of teaching beginners. But we are con- 
vinced that no one will see the true meaning of algebra, who 
does not master the diiScuIties of the preceding considerations. 

APPENDIX TO THE CAMBRIDGE EDITION OF 

iESCHYLUS. 

Appendix ad Editianem JEschyli Cantabrigiensem novit* 
simam, Confecit Jacobus Scholefield, A.M., Grsec. Lit. 
Prof. Reg. Cantabrigise e prelo Fittiano. mdcccxxxiii. 

The • last Cambridge edition' of iEschylus, referred to in the 
title which we have prefixed to this article^ was published in 
1830, and was a second edition of a work which is entitled 
* iEschylus. Recensuit Jacobus Scholefield, A.M., Coll. Ss. 
Trin. nuper Socius et Graecarum Lit. Prcif. Reg. Cantab. 
MDCCcxxviii.' Now if a person of tolerable scholarship, but 
unacquainted with the University of Cambridge, were told that 
the Greek professor in that university (the successor of Porson) 
lectures on Greek 'to crowded audiences;* j that i£schylus 
has been the subject of two courses of his lectures ; that he is 
a university examiner ; that a passage from ^schylus, and 
generally one on which the professor has remarked, forms a 
part of his examination ; the person in question would natu- 
rally presume that these publications of Professor Scholefield 
may be taken as a fair specimen of the kind of scholarship 
which now prevails at Cambridge. If the supposed person 
were then to examine this edition of -SEschylus under this im- 
pression, he would naturally conclude that, in a knowledge of 
the Greek language, the University of Cambridge is much be- 
hind its continental contemporaries. This, however, would not 
be a true conclusion ; for many Cambridge scholars — we might 
be permitted to instance the translators of Niebuhr, and the 
authors of several of the articles in the Philological Museum- 
are not only well acquainted with the present state of ancient 
learning, but also fully competent to improve it by their own 
exertions. 

* Has it not done so already P In several cases where the exponent of an ex- 
ponent has been not purely numerical; circumstances inexplicable by common 
rules have been observed. 

t Journal of Education; No* IV. pb 245. 
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The faults which we complain of in the edition of ^schylus 
and the Appendix are not trifling; they are of such a nature 
as to show that a professor of the Greek language is unac- 
quainted with the great progress which philology has made 
in the last thirty years, or so strangely prejudiced as to make 
no use of the works of his fellow-labourers. His notes savour 
so little of the scholarship of 1833 that we could have believed, 
while reading them, that we had fallen on some posthumous 
commentary of Tobias Damm, or a series of extracts from 
Dr. Butler^s voluminous annotations. The University of 
Cambridge seems to be destined for a long time to feel the 
effects of her refusal to allow Porson to edit iEschylus in his 
own way, inasmuch as every attempt made by Cambridge men 
to correct or explain this poet has been a signal failure. 
Butler, Blomfield, and Burges, by their mode of editing the 
whole or part of his plays, have, as far as in them lay, ren- 
dered the study of the finest specimen of the Greek drama 
unprofitable ; and now, after all that has been done foriiischy- 
lus since the publication of the last of Blomfield's plays. Pro- 
fessor Scholefield comes into the field with a neW edition^ as 
the satyrical drama to the tragic trilojjy of editions in which the 
son of Euphorion has been so unmercifully handled. Before 
we proceed to justify this general censure, and to show how 
difficult and how unprofitable it would be to study iEschylus 
in Mr. Scholefield's edition, we will make a few observations 
on the way in which this author might be edited so as to 
make the study of his plays both profitable and easy. 

In the first place, then, we should have a good and cheap 
impression of the text and fragments by themselves, — such a 
one, for instance, as the Oxford reprint of Dindorfs edition, 
though the text of this is not altogether such as we could wish. 
A copious and complete commentary (either in good English 
or intelligible Latin) would also be necessary to explain all 
the peculiarities of construction, and to take advantage of the 
opportunities furnished by the poet's prif/M&* l<jrvoBdfd'Oy<X' of 
illustrating the etymology of the Greek language ; such a com- 
mentary should also fully and correctly discuss the allusions, 
which so frequently occur, to the history, mythology, and 
plastic art of the author's age and country. Of the manner 
in which all this might be well done an elaborate specimen has 
been given by C. O. Miiller in his edition of the Eumenides ; 
and the true method of correcting the text of this poet, and 
this is a point which our commentary should not overlook, has 
been beautifully explained and exemplified by H. L. Ahrens, 
in what Miiller calls his inhaltreiche Abhandlung, * de causis 
quibusdam ^schyli nondum satis emendati.' If iEschylus 
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were thus edited and explained, his works might be made the 
medium of much useful information^ and would at the same 
time cease to be a sealed book to the many in this country 
who pretend to have had the advantage of a classical education. 

Mr. ScholeJlield has a very different view of the mode of 
editing i^schylus. In the first place he has published a dear 
edition ofi^schylus : the Oxford Dindorf, a beautifully printed 
volume, is published at less than half the price of the ' last 
Cambridge edition.' Mr. Scholefield's edition is incomplete 
as concerns the fragments ; bad as concerns the text ; de- 
ficient in every kind of collateral information ; ' and accom- 
panied with foot-notes, written in very odd Latin, and of 
which it is not too much to say that nearly all of them are 
either trivial or incorrect ; that they either contain nothing 
which is not already known to any well-taught schoolboy, or 
something to which a scholar will decidedly object. It often 
happens that critics and authors differ in opinion, and this is 
the case here, for we observe that the Professor says in his 
preface — that he has edited iEschylus, so that he may now be 
studied optima cum fructu. 

We do not doubt that any person moderately acquainted 
with the Greek of ^schylus will assent to the opinion which 
we have formed with respect to Professor Scholefield's edition. 
A few selections from his notes will, however, not be amiss, 
by way of proving what has been said. We will first make 
some remarks on the notes which are found in the first and 
repeated in the second edition, and then turn to the pamphlet 
named at the head of this article : — 

Suppl. 339. alSot) av 7rqvfji.vav TfoXeos" 5S' horsy^ixiyi'nv. * Trpi/ptvav 
groXfos^, i. 5., wayov.' Professor Scholefield has overlooked the 
allusion to the custom of crowning the sterns of vessels with 
garlands, and seems to suppose that the height of the stern is 
the thing principally referred to. 

485. ' a\^om 6^ pioMTd vpo^svov Kac^eTv. Vix potest esse henigne 
loquentem, ab Homerico psco dico.' We should be glad to 
know in what part of Homer Mr. Scholefield has found pico, 
dico ? Wellauer's explanation is perhaps right, or at least in- 
telligible, provided the text is right, — ' de oratione regis be- 
nigne fluente dictum fere existimaverim.' Or piovra may be 
used in a sense like svpo'^. Pers. 593. ed. Well. 

896. Troioiaiv sivafv ^po^evoif syxcoqioi^ ; * Trqo^evoi, i, q,y irpo^ 
ardroLi, &c. Ar. Pac. 684 ; infra 940. Haec fere Butl.' Pro- 
fessor Scholefield and Dr. Butler, therefore, suppose that the 
proxeni were the same as the prostatse, or protectors of the 
resident aliens, — and this, too, in the face of the passages 
quoted by Mr. Scholefield. It is surprising that he did not 
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perceive that the l-elationshlp between the king and the public 
messenger of another bta(e was different from that subsisting 
between him and the suppliants whom he had received into 
his protection. 

Pers. 219. .* Retinlii vulg. S^a/xTj^ua utpote ab sS/jaiuiov for- 
matum.' The reason given for retaining lpifx%ix,oc is a proof 
that the elements of Greek etymology have not formed part of 
the Professor's studies. 

Prom, 21, 2. * Luc. xi. 64. aivBcpx^n to arofx^a kxI ti yXSjoaoL. 
Mox in 23 — 5. cf. locum pulcherrimum Deuteron. xxviii. 67.' 
We copy this note as a specimen of the numerous references 
to the sacred writings which the editor often makes. In this 
instance, at least, the references are perfectly useless. 

Sept. 62. ' Vide Pors. Med. 523. Sed potuit ^schylus 
lonicam formam retinere, etiamsi Euripides Atticam mallet. 
In Pers. 411. omnes in vni consentiunt' From this we infer 
that the editor supposes vni to be an Ionic, and not an Attic 
form. Perhaps this notion originated in the following note 
to Blomfield's edition on Pers. 414 — * Formse Atticae erant vavs 
va*. lonicse \nts, voq«.' The Attic forms were vaDi-, wii^ as we 
hope all good schoolboys know. 

We refer to the note on Agam. 993, for a specimen of the 
mode of translating Greek into Latin, — grXeov (pipziv is rendered 
by * opem ferre/ 

Choeph. 222. (yxg\}/a< roptip TrpoaOsiffoc ^6<jrpv%oy rqi%6s, ' ropti?) 
sc. TOfxaigL T§ix*. cf. 161.' ro/ut^ does not signify ' hair cut oflF,' 
but Hhe place from which it was cut,' as will be proved by 
6;retS^ iipoura, rof^m Iv oqsTcn XgXoiWev, 11. A., and Thucyd. ii. 76, 
dvo rris roiAms, and by the obvious meaning of the context of 
this passage of ^schylus. 

955. ' Casus autem felici jactu utentes retrocedent {e con- 
trario cadent) iis {Oresti et Elecirce) qui domum e mutate 
fortun'i obtinebunt omnia et videre et audire sperantibus.* 
This translation shows that Mr. Scholefield has neglected the 
meaning of the word fAiroiKos, and that he has not seen that, 
according to his reading, which is perhaps a true one, the con- 
struction must be Ufjihoif ^g^oyvra*, * shall fall out to the wish 
of,' similar to the phrases oioixivois IX^^h^ /Soz/Xo/asvo; zIikh^ 8ic. 

1000. vvv avrov aivo) vvv d^^oif^cu^^cj TFocpuv. ' Nunc eum (^gis- 
thum) laudo quoniam ultus sum, nunc defleo mortem ejus 
praesens et ab exilio reversusJ* Although we are unable to 
pronounce with certainty on the meaning of this line, we are 
quite sure that Mr. ScholefieWs * laudo quoniam ultus sum' 
is not the meaning. Some lines may have been omitted by 
the transcribers ; if the present reading avrov be correct, the 
pronoun refers to (povot;, and not to AlyiVfloy ; and cuvw retains 
its proper meaning. See Buttm. Lexil. ii. 112. 

Oct. 1834.-^an. 1835. I 
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Eumen. 668. ' to Jeivbv, reverentiam.'' Professor Scholefield 
has very unnecessarily gone out of his way to make a mistake. 
The next line shows that the words do not mean an effect 
but a cause of terror — was Furcht erreget, as Miiller has it. 

931. vtKJi y dyaBwv 'iqif i^/msrs^a Sia vavros. ' Certamen uter 

f)lus beneficiat.' This is certainly not the meaning ; the trans- 
ation is inconsistent with the context^ and cannot be forced 
from the Greek. The construction dya^m %pis ruMripx is the 
same as xai rov l/uioy (Askia^ voaiv "Kxroqat, Eurip. Androm. 107. 

The Appendix is characterized by the same errors and tri- 
vialities as the edition itself; In v. 425 of the Supplices, Mr. 
Scholefield classes rvf/^Travov, ai^TiXdKyiiAa, mfj^m'Knfxi^ ttekti/ul- 
fiqoro^f of/S^^f^h together, as if the fx was inserted in all these 
words on the same etymological principle. The word df^vvKuv 
gives occasion to this remark ; it is also added, that, in the list 
of words given above^/u. may be inserted or omitted. But this 
is not the case : its insertion is, in some of the words, neces- 
sary ; in others, such as viV^Xyi/jii, it is omitted in particular 
forms, such as the compound E/A^ri^Xvjpti, where the reason for 
omitting it is precisely the same as the reason for inserting it 
in gri/x7rX7}/uii — euphony, and nothing else. This (a, however, it 
is added, cannot be omitted in of/xgrt;^^ * siquidem df^v, est a/x.^1.' 
It appears^ then, that v^ is a termination — a conclusion to 
which, we think, few scholars will come. We do not think 
that a/xvt/^ is of the stock dy^mixfa : vowels are not treated in 
this unceremonious way. We have the form (z/m^c^xa^o/, in 
which the element <nvvL is manifest, and this element exists in 
oL^Msvi, with d\d prefixed. 

In the Persse, 205, there is nothing similar in the construc- 
tions fiojfMv irpoffiffrdvoUf vdyov gr/JOJiTgiv, and x/vSuvov ex^Toivai* 
In the two former, the accusative relation is to be accounted 
for from the motion implied ; in the last from the entire 
change of signification — extrroivai, with an accus., signifies 'to 
avoid,' with a notion of fear implied — cf. Soph. Aj. 82, (ppo- 
vovvra ydp viv oCk &v l^sj'nQv oxvoj. 

Pers. 152. We have often had occasion to remark that 
every language has an arrangement of words peculiar to itself, 
which arrangement is one of those characters of a language 
that is an essential and not an accessory. It is the outward 
form and representation of the order and connexion of thought. 
Now in the two following lines, 

aXX' ^Se— &eft;v Jjov o^&aXptoiV 
(pdoS'^^opf^drai fArimp fiaaikioos, 

one would suppose there could be no difiiculty ; we have placed 
the two dashes to show where a reader who comprehends 
the meaning would make a pause. Yet Mr. Scholefield gives 
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the following note in his Appendix — * constructio certe est, ut 
videt Schutz. ^Jg o§/xara< ^ios Krov o^&aX/xoIV 9"6ft;v.* Such 
notes are worse than trifling: they are mischievous, as they 
tend to prevent a student from ever learning the language. 

Pers. 825. 'forsan melius Schutz. e Schol. interpretatione 
legit xg%§a)/xEvov, sapienticB inopemJ On this passage Blom- 
field remarks — ' forsan tamen rectius scriberetur xex^-jij/xevov.' 
A proper study of the language would remove such doubts, 
and prevent editors from confounding forms connected respec- 
tively with xp^'^ ^"^ Xf^"*?^> o** XPVK^* 

Prom. 241. dXX* ai(srojoa.s yivos to vav «X/''j:i^6v aXKo ^irvaxi 
ysov. * Omnino dele punctum post *nav, cum ordo verborum 
est, ?X^'y)^6v d'iardfoas yivof ro grSv (pirv(jai aWo,* In place of 
cum . . est, we venture to suggest the emendation, • cum . . sit.' 
Nothing can be more injurious to a student of Greek than this 
imaginary 'ordo verborum.' The right order of the words is 
that which ^schylus has given j any other would take from 
the force of the passage. 

We do not exactly know what Professor Scholefield means 
in his next note (on v. 351) by his reference to the Greek 
text and English version of St. Paul's Epistle to the Gal. iii. 4 ; 
nor are we aware of any diflSculty in the very common union 
of el and xai which should render a reference to an Hellenistic 
writer necessary. 

Sept. c. Thebas, 213. ' Restat in hoc loco diflScultas, quam 
neminem moratam esse miror. Quaenam enim syntaxis est 
rrif Ivitqa^las aurvipos ? Quod suppl^t Scholiastes, rr^s ante 
(jcarTi^bs certe desideratur. De generis enallage nemo dubitabit ; 
sed propter constructionem subest corruptelae suspicio.' For- 
tunately ffischylus has not put a nrins before aearr^pos : in that 
case there mignt have been a difficulty. Those who will read 
the words in the order in which they stand cannot mistake the 
meaning. 

700. ita — utqui — studemus, we believe to be a soloecism. 
See Plautus, Curcul. ii. 1, 2. Quando ^sculapii ita sentio 
sententiam utqui me nihili /acta^ nee salvum velit. 

Agam. 47/. We do not transcribe this facetious note, 
lest some reader should complete the Professor's scale of com- 
parison : Blomfieldii nota — pene ridicula; Wellaueri nota — 
magis ridicula ; Scholefieldii nota — plane ridicula. 

530. wodsv TO ^u(T^poy tout' Emv (TTuyos arpacrS ; 'locus 
obscurus, &c. &c.* If any of Professor Scholefield's readers 
agree with him in thinking this an obscure line they have to 
thank him for making it so. It is quite clear that arqxrco is 
governed by lirSv, and that Griyos, like its synonym arv% 
(Choeph. 5o2), does not mean * malevolentia,' but • any cause 
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of abhorrence or fear,' and so construed the meaning of the 
line is obviour. We agree with him that ffrqarS is not populuSf 
as Wellauer says ; but who will translate the line as Mr. 
Scholefield does? — Unde iibi super veiiit hac adeo ingrata 
erga exercitum malevolentia 9 

566. < yixoffxsifof ovK amlvoiAOLiy non invitus vincor; quasi plena 
constructio esset, vixc^/xsvof ovk dvahof^xi vixaa^ai. Sic in locis 
apud Blomf. Gloss. Sic etiam in Suppl. 58. aKouatv iol^dtrsi 
(oxoiJgiv).' Here we have the construction of a verb with a 
participle explained by the addition of an infinitive of the very 
same verb which is participially expressed ; and that, too, in 
the case of a verb, the peculiar signification of which in this 
construction has been explained by two scholars^ with whose 
notes most Greek students are well acquainted. — (SeeElmsley 
and Hermann on Eurip. Bacchae, 251, [248].) 

595. ' Sed apud Soph. Aj. 651, simile proverbium occur- 
rit. jSaipip triiviqof is! There is no similarity between the pro^ 
verbs, as Mr. Scholefield calls them. 

1422. * Constructio esse videtur ^a^ovl/wv^/xa ^XiSSf evvSi" 
rrif BfAri^. Opsonium clandestinum voluptatis lecti mei, vel ut 
Schutz, lecto meo cumulum voluptatis addidit.^ This is a 
successful attempt to pervert the meaning of a plain passage, 
by inverting the natural order of the words. According to 
the Professor, we have the following absurd sentence — 
* Here she lies, and her death has brought me a secret enjoy- 
ment of the pleasure of my bed.' As if the death of Aga- 
memnon and Cassandra would not have the effect of inducing 
Clytemnaestra and iEgisthus to throw off" the restraint under 
which they might have previously carried on their intercourse, 
rather than make their cohabitation clandestine. The mean- 
ing of the passage clearly is — ' 1 have slain Agamemnon in 
revenge for my child's murder' — (iywv vs/xiof TraXaiSf, 1351,) 
but his paramour has also perished, and her death has brought 
me an additional, a subordinate, an accessary gratification of 
my pride, namely, * one touching my bed,' that is to say, * I 
have not only avenged my child, but I have also, by the mur- 
der of this concubine, indulged my jealous spirit.' Xx»Si we 
take in the same signification as in Od. ix. 888 ; the word 
never signifies * voluptas.' 

Choeph. 736. In regard to the old nurse's talk, which Mr. 
Scholefield has been pleased ' exscribere in lectoris gratiam,' 
we really do not see anything to object to in Mr. Dindorf' s 
punctuation, which we suppose is included in the Professor's 
sweeping censure. 

804. Professor Scholefield's translation of this passage 
proves how necessary it is that an editor of iEschylus should 
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be well informed as to the usages of the Greeks. In the first 
place, he translates ovpiQarocrfiv * iutensam,* by which, we sup- 
pose, he means (in reference to the first part of the compound) 
'going with full sail,' / full, V * earnest ;* but this rendering 
gives no force to the second part of this synthetic adjective. 
In parathetic combinations both parts of the compound retain 
their full force, but the latter or verbal part of thq synthetic 
compound is generally the most forcible. We do not think, 
therefore, that Professor Scholefield has been able to appre- 
ciate the remarks which Blomfield makes in his Glossar}% 
though we are quite sure that this word i$ to be explained (as 
Dr. Blomfield seems to have understood it), by the application 
of <(TT73pti and its derivatives, (as ardais /xeXo/v, Aristoph. Ran. ; 
(TTadiptov (AsXo^, Aristot. Poet. ; Ttapa^rdr^Sy Aristot. Polit. iii. 4.) 
to the formation of choruses. In the next place the Profes- 
sor has suffered Dr. Blomfield to mislead him, as to the mean- 
ing of x§exTov : ycpium means ' to beat ' in general, and its ap- 
plication to the beating of the lyre is only a secondary sig- 
nification. We must remark also, that the flute and not the 
lyre was the instrument used by mourners. (See e. g. Iph. 
T. 146.) The passage to which he refers (21) %qolv . . . xrvircf) 
shows that the beating of the breasts is alluded to ; and that 
*such is the case is clear^ from another passage of this play^ so 
beautifully and certainly emended by Ahrens, and by him re- 
stored to the chorus (444) ; for f^eQUvai x^exrov yorjTft/v yofxoy is 
nothing more nor less than xo^teiv KOfjLfjjiv yofjLois IrikByt^iorpias. 

Eumen. 497. ^ Aldina lectio dvci(Trpi(pcov non improbabilis est, 
eo sensu unde v. 23. io^ifji^ovcDv dvaarpo<pri.* But in this sense 
the Greeks said avajr^eipstv groSa, Eurip. Hippol. 1176, or dva" 
arqE(pe(Tdah Od. xiii. 316. 

Our views of what an edition of iEschylus ought to be 
differ altogether from what Professor Scholefield has produced, 
and it is therefore needless to carry our remarks farther, as 
they would all be to the same general effect. 

It is our object rather to direct attention to the imper- 
fect and inaccurate mode of studying a Greek author, implied 
by the publication and republication of such an edition, than 
to point out particular errors ; though of these there is, in our 
opinion, a plentiful supply, considering the meagre and limited 
nature of the Editor's remarks. It is much to be regretted that 
such a book should have got, as it appears to have, a firm 
footing in the university of Cambridge. The better class of 
tutors, we are aware, will not fail to point out its errors and 
defects, but there are unfortunately many among them who 
must be content to take what is offered. 
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MCLLERS iESCHYLUS, 

1. ^schylos Eumeniden Griechisch und Deutsch mit erlaii- 
ternden AbhandlUngen von K. O. Muller, Gottingen, 1833^ 

2, Anhang zu demselben, Gottingen, 1834. 

This is the work which we have mentioned in the preceding 
article. A general commendation of Miiller's contribution to 
the already long list of German works illustrative of the Greek 
Drama would have been suiSicient to introduce his book to 
the English student without a separate notice, had he not been 
already reviewed by two of his countrymen in a spirit and upon 
principles of which we cannot approve. Milller concluded his 
preface with a protest against Professor Hermann's setting him 
right before the public with a dictatorial sentence, like a judge 
who has been asked for his opinion, ' before,* adds Muller, * he 
has even in the least convinced us that he really possesses a 
clear conception of the connexion of thought and of the plan 
of one tragedy of iEschylus, or in general of any one specimen 
of ancient poetry ; and yet it is to the attainment of such con- 
ception that, in our opinion, the efforts of philology at the present 
day ought principally to be directed.' Now it seems that this 
protest, and the remarks which precede it, have been considered 
as a sort of challenge by the Leipzig School of Philologers, and 
two champions have accepted the challenge of the Gottingen 
professor, the redoubted Hermann himself, and a former pupil 
of his, Mr. Fritsche. Their strictures have been answered 
at some length by Miiller in an Appendix to his book, and 
we think satisfactorily. Indeed, the specific errors in this 
translation and the accompanying essays are so few, that 
Muller's two antagonists have, in their eagerness to find'fault 
objected to translations which are manifestly right, and have 
proposed emendations which, by their own tacit admission, are 
untranslateable. It is not, however, on the particular blunders 
of Messrs. Hermann and Fritsche that we would insist • Pro- 
fessor Muller is perfectly able to defend himself against his 
veteran opponent, and has wit enough to enable him to turn into 
ridicule the petulant presumption of his younger antagonist. 
We would rather direct the attention of the English philoloo^er 
to the two assumptions virtually made by Hermann and his 
pupil; namely, that verbal criticism is determinable by and 
dependent upon the mind of an individual critic (in the present 
instance of Mr. Hermann) ; and, consequently, that it is not 
an art : secondly, that grammatical considerations alone are to 
determine the necessity for an emendation and the eligibihty 
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of an emendation proposed; and^ therefore, that a compre- 
hension of the connexion of thought in the whole work, and 
a knowledge of the subjects treated of in the work which 
may be derived from other works are not necessary for that 
purpose. Proceeding on these suppositions, Hermann has 
made a series of attacks on those editors of Greek books^ who, 
like Miiller, have ventured to act as if they thought it possible 
for a scholar to emend a passage differently from Mr. Hermann, 
and yet be correct in his emendation ; who have been bold 
enough to assert that it is more difficult to correct a detached 
fragment in Athenaeus than a passage in an entire play ; and 
parodoxical enough to assume that philology and archaiology 
are in some measure connected, and not altogether independent 
of one another. 

As we imagine, from the sort of scholarship which has gene- 
rally thriven in England, that our countrymen would rather 
be inclined to favour the Leipzig party, we feel it due to our 
conviction of the superiority of Bockh's method of editing 
Greek authors, to make a few remarks on the worthlessness of 
verbal criticism, pursued merely for its own sake, and car^ 
ried on by a process of guessing, the certainty of which de- 
pends on the sagacity of the individual critic. The uncer* 
tainty of emendations thus introduced into the text of ancient 
writers is shown by the number of Hermann's criticisms 
which have been already eschewed by their author ; and the 
barrenness of all speculations on the true reading of a given 
text, speculations directed neither by nor towards a knowledge 
of the subjects of the particular work, must be sufficiently 
evident to all persons who will take the trouble of comparing 
Burney's Tentamen (where the choruses of iEschylus are 
altered to what was supposed, in the then state of Greek syn« 
tax, to be grammatically possibley in order to meet the exi- 
gencies of an hypothetical system of metres) with the arrange- 
ments of two or three of the same choruses in Ahrens' essay, 
where emendations are introduced for reasons suggested by the 
connexion of thought, and the general scheme of the poem. 
But, although the results of the two methods of criticising are 
so apparently conclusive in favour of the archaiologers, this is 
not the only argument which can be advanced against the po- 
sition of Hermann and his school ; their method may be also 
shown to be theoretically defective. For a method which pro- 
poses to do by guesswork that which may be done by system, 
which proposes to render independent of art that which natu- 
rally falls under it, and which would reduce to the standard of 
individual capacities that of which a common standard already 
exists, must surely be liable to the charge always brought 
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against bad methods, namely, of not attaining the object pro- 
posed in the best, the shortest, and most certain manner. And 
this is the fault of Hermann's school ; the result has been an 
almost universal failure of the disciples of that school where- 
ever they have attempted comprehensive criticism. Indeed, 
Hermann's own success in many points must be ascribed to 
his having deviated in practice from the method of criticising 
which he now wishes to vindicate and maintain. The first to 
adopt the style of criticism which is so offensive to Messrs. 
Hermann and Fritsche was the late Dr. Schleiermacher ; who 
showed, after an accurate perception of the connexion of 
thought in Plato's works, that he was enabled not only to 
arrange them as to their philosophical correlation, but also to 
correct with some certainty the words of his author in many 
corrupt passages. He was followed confessedly by Bockh in 
his edition of Pindar, (see Dissen. apud Bockh, Praef. vol. iii.) 
and Welcker, Ahrens, and Miiller have subsequently applied 
the same principle to the elucidation and correction of Aristo- 
phanes and iSschylus. Of the labours of the last-named of 
these scholars, we shall now give a short account, in order that 
the English reader may be able to form a notion of the advan- 
tage of attending both to the subject and language of an author, 
in preference to confining his attention to the words only. 

The book, the title of which we have prefixed to this article, 
is a new edition of the Eumenides of iEschylus, with a Ger- 
man translation and essays, containing much collateral informa- 
tion respecting the subjects treated of in the play and connected 
with it. Of the text, we need only say that it is the most 
satisfactory recension of a play of jSischylus which we have 
ever seen. Miiller has not, indeed, collated any new MSS., 
but the comprehensive view which he has taken of the poem, 
and of its external relations, has enabled him to introduce 
nearly one hundred and fifty corrections more or less impor- 
tant, into the text of Wellauer — (a considerable number of 
which, however, he has borrowed, with due acknowledgments, 
from his guessing predecessors) ; the effect of these alterations 
is such, that the once nearly inaccessible Eumenides may be 
now read without much difficulty. Not, however, that we 
entirely agree to all Muller's emendations : for instance, no 
doubt it would have been better to borrow in 1. 204, tj/jxejev 
from Wellauer, than to adopt, as Miiller has done, Bothe's 
dpnidei; and he now prefers to his former reading TriveaQai 
(211) after Hermann, the reading rmaQcici proposed by Messrs. 
Hermann and Fritsche, a reading which we consider to be 
certain. Again, in v. 169, we would substitute for 'icrriv oi, 
which is iassumed from Hermann, %k y l/xo5, as nearer to the 
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unmeaning lycmov of the MSS. We also do not like the 
E^x^Xoyj' in 823. But these objections are of little import- 
ance. Of the translation as a poem, it would not become us 
to speak ; that is a question for the author's countrymen to 
decide. As an interpretation of the Greek it is very good, and 
we have no doubt that it would convey to the unlearned reader, 
the same ideas that the original calls forth in the mind of the 
scholar.* 

To examine fully and fairly the two explanatory dissertations 
which follow the play would require a volume, so replete are 
they with new views or old remarks in a new form. We must 
be contented, therefore, with a brief description of their con- 
tents. The former of these two dissertations is an essay on 
the representation of the play ; in this, among other subjects, 
the long disputed question of the number of the chorus is de- 
cided by internal evidence in favour of the number fifteen : 
and the choral songs are arranged according to a method, as 
new as it is convincing, which the author was led to by his 
clear view of the scope of the whole play. In the other dis- 
sertation, the political circumstances under which the Eume- 
nides was composed are first discussed, and in this part of 
the essay we find some inferences as to the aristocratic feelings 
of .^schylus, founded on passages from his writings which we 
do not consider sufficient or satisfactory. We do not discover 
anything in the account given in the Persse of the landing on 
Psyttaleia which should prove that the poet was ' a warm par- 
tizan of Aristeides;' nor can we infer from the observation of 
the messenger, (Pers. 341) dvipS^v yap ovrcov tpKos ejtIv d(y(paKi^, 
that iEschylus disapproved of Themistocles* plan of fortifying 
Athens and the Peirseus, or that he was generally ' an oppo- 
nent' of that statesman (see Miiller, pp. 119, 120). Our 
author next proceeds to discuss the Greek notions of the duty 
of avenging the murder of one's relations, the pollution incurred 
by the murderer, the mode of washing out the stain of blood, 
and other points connected with the criminal law of Athens. 
And in this part of the essay, which is somewhat lengthy, al- 
though there is little which is absolutely new, there is much 
that deserves the attention of the student of Greek antiquities, 
on account of the methodical arrangement of the authorities 
and of the application of the discussion to the full explanation 
of the latter part of the play. In the third part of the second 
essay, which treats of the Eumenides in a religious point of 
view, we have principally to remark the new light thrown upon 

* There are, however, a fet^ mistranslations. For instance, we would suh* 
stitute for MuUer's translation of 1. 931, the foUowing^-doch uberwaltigt 
Zeus. . . . und der Wackeren Streit, der unsre, liir immer gesiegt hat. 
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the (Edipus Coloneus of Sophocles, by the exhibition of the 
hero of the piece as a person devoted to the Demeter Erinnys 
(Miiller, p. 169, seqq.), and the most ingenious and convincing 
development of the idea of Zeus-soter, as the predominating 
notion in the whole trilogy (p. 186, segq.). The fourth 
section is taken up with an application to the Oresteia of certain 
aisthetical principles, which have been long admitted and 
adopted on the continent : and this we consider, though per- 
haps the least original, at all events the most instructive part 
of the essay to him who, following Hermann's mode of reading 
a Greek play for the words only, has never arrived at a full 
conception of the beautiful unity of an ^schylean tragedy as 
a work of art, and of the mutual dependence and harmony of 
its apparently unconnected parts. 

In concluding this brief account of what Miiller has done 
for ^schylus, we hope our readers will not be satisfied with 
our concise description of his work, but will study it them- 
selves. We are sure, they will unite with us in thinking that 
it will be a new and not undesirable event in the history of 
British philology when a work shall appear from one of our 
professors^ exhibiting as much taste, learning, and good sense 
as the Gottingen edition of the Eumeuides. 



ELEGANTIiE LATINiE. 

Elegantia Latince ; or Rules and Exercises illustrative of 
Elegant Latin Style, Sfc. 

To be able to write Latin prose with accuracy is an acquire- 
ment^ which, even at the present day, will not be undervalued 
by any good scholar. Indeed the advantages derived from 
the labour necessary for this attainment appear to be one of 
the best parts of our Latin studies. The occasions for turning 
this acquisition to any practical use may be rare, yet in en- 
deavouring to imitate the style of the best Latin authors, we 
gradually acquire a more correct knowledge of the precise 
signification of the words, and a delicate perception of the 
idiom of the language, as well as of what is harmonious and 
proper in the structure of its sentences. We are, conse- 
quently, better enabled to read, understand, and enjoy the 
Roman writers. The truth of these remarks will not perhaps 
be questioned ; and if they are correct, they show how ne- 
cessary it is that every learner who is desirous of something 
more than a mere smattering of Latin should devote a con- 
siderable portion of his time to composition in that language. 
Now let us consider what assistance towards the formation 
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of a pure Latin style can be derived from such works as the 
Elegantiae Latinse. A correct and appropriate mode of ex- 
pressing our ideas in Latin can never, we venture to affirm, be 
acquired by the study of mere rules and their exemplification ; 
the assistance which such rules give is hardly worth mention- 
ing compared with that which may be obtained from a well- 
conducted practice of translation and retranslation. In order 
to be able to write Latin, or any other foreign language, the 
memory must be well stored with words; there must be a 
readiness and facility in using them; a clear conception of 
their peculiar and distinctive meanings ; judgment must be 
exercised in selecting one in preference to another ; and they 
must be arranged in an idiomatic and harmonious order. Now 
how is it possible that all this can be effected by rules, or how 
can any exemplification of rules be sufficiently extensive^ or 
of such a nature, as to furnish the student with all these re- 
quisites? But the method of double translation, especially 
when under the direction of an able teacher, is nearly suffi- 
cient of itself for all the purposes which we have mentioned. 
By means of such translations a large store of words is laid 
up^ their significations are distinguished, the propriety and 
harmony of connexion and arrangement are observed, and the 
ear itself is gradually trained to the rhythm of the language. 

In turning English exercises into Latin, as an exemplifi- 
cation of some rule, the student may perhaps^ so far as the 
rule directs him, write correctly ; but how is he to perform 
that part of the example for which no direction has been 
given ? We cannot suppose that he is already prepared for 
this ; because this supposes that he can write Latin, and* if 
so, exercises are unnecessary. Nor is this all ; for as there 
are in every English sentence, proposed as an example, sub- 
ordinate parts, for which no rule is given, and as these must 
be generally more numerous than those to which the rule itself 
applies^ the consequence is that such parts will often be 
translated incorrectly^ and more time will be employed upon 
this incorrect writing than upon that which is intended to 
exemplify the rule. Under such a system it is not likely 
that the student will ever acquire a pure Latin style. We 
will explain what has been said by a particular instance. The 
first rule in the Elegantifie Latinae is, that the word vir is used 
when the praise or excellence of any one is mentioned ; and 
this is the example : — 

* A man of the greatest virtue and honour has been cruelly put 
to death by a man of the most abandoned character.' 

There can be little doubt that the student would here use 
the word vir for a man of the greatest virtue and honour ; and 
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homo when translating a man of the most abandoned charae- 
ter ; but what is he to do when he comes to the other parts of 
the sentence — how is he to know what Latin answers to the 
English, and what should be the arrangement of the words? 
If he cannot manage all this, most of what is written will be 
miserably incorrect and barbarous ; and if he can, such exer- 
cises will be of little or no use. 

There is also an objection to the manner in which the exam- 
ples of the Elegantiae Latinae have been selected. The lan- 
guage of Cicero is that which is usually taken as the standard, 
and it is to the imitation of this author*s lucid arrangement and 
flowing periods that writers of modern Latin are generally ad- 
vised to apply themselves. But many of these exercises are 
taken from other authors ; and in some cases even from poets : 
this appears to be injudicious, because such exercises cannot 
enable the student to acquire that style by which his future 
progress in the language will be estimated ; nor will he, by the 
promiscuous use or imitation of various styles, become tho- 
roughly acquainted with the distinctive peculiarities of any 
one. Perhaps even the common idiomatic expressions of the 
language will not be impressed upon his mind in such strong 
and marked characters, as if he were thoroughly master of 
one good author. The language of some particular author 
should first be fixed upon as a model for the young scholar's 
imitation ; and as Cicero is not only the most copious Latin 
writer, but as his works offer so much variety in the subject 
matter, they seem best adapted for the purpose. 

Notwithstanding these objections, the Elegantiae Latinae 
contain many good remarks ; and it is probable that these 
Rules and Exercises may be used with advantage, in connexion 
with the constant practice of translation and retran slat ion. 
But it would be a pity that any person should spend his time 
and labour upon these Exercises, in any otherway than that 
which we have just suggested, with the fallacious expectation 
of thus acquiring a pure Latin style. 

We concur pretty nearly in the remarks of Mr. Kenrick 
prefixed to his * Introduction to Greek Prose Composition, 
Part II. Syntax.' * 

*• It is an inconvenience which attends all teaching of languages 
by short examples, that the connexion is necessarily destroyed ; and 
as no other language has such a perfect and beautiful continuity by 
means of its particles as the Greek, none suffer so much by the de- 
struction of the original integrity of a period* The best remedy for 
this unavoidable inconvenience is to intermix double translations 
of longer passages with the use of the Exercise Book. Double 

* London : John Murray, Albemarle-Street. 1834. 
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translation alone does not fix the attention with sufficient distinctness 
on the rules of construction ; the Exercise Book alone may teach 
the rules of construction thoroughly, but will never give the genuine 
colour of antiquity to the style/ 

Mr. Kenrick, in these Exercises, has frequently given a little 
assistance to the learner in foot-notes, independent of the 
general precept or rule placed at the head of each series of 
exercises. These foot-notes have apparently been added with 
the view of obviating the difficulty already stated, with respect 
to the Elegantiae Latinse^ by aiding the student, as far as it is 
practicable or desirable, in rendering that part of the example 
which does not come under the rule. This seems a good plan ; 
but even with this aid, some pupils will be much embarrassed 
with those parts of the sentence to which the rule does not 
apply. 

We exhort those who are using the Elegantiae Latinae alone, 
to adopt some more efficient system, and to save themselves 
or their pupils the bitter disappointment of labouring hard for 
an object which, in this way at least, we do not believe to 
be attainable. Of all those who have spent many years on the 
study of Latin, and even on the practice of Latin composition, 
how few are there who can write a page of Latin with tolerable 
ease and accuracy ; and still fewer are those who have derived 
from this discipline the advantages which would attend it, if 
followed up on a good system. To attempt to write a foreign 
language, when we make the attempt on sound and rational 
principles, is a sure mode of getting a better insight into the 
language, even if our actual proficiency in writing it should 
never be very great. But under a judicious system of teaching 
Latin, such as once prevailed in this country, before dictionaries 
were known and rules invented, we believe that the power of 
reading a good Latin author, and of writing tolerably good 
Latin, will always go together. 



THE TEACHER. 

The Teacher; or Moral Influences employed in the Insfruc- 
Hon of the Young. Intended chiefly to assist Young 
Teachers in organizing and conducting their Schools. By 
Jacob Abbott, Principal of Mount Vernon School. Re- 
vised by the Rev. Charles Mayo, LL.D., late Fellow of St. 
John's College, Oxford. London. Seeley and Sons. 

In the Preface with which Dr. Mayo has introduced this little 

volume to the English reader, we find the following passage : 

* Whenever improved principles of popular education are advo- 
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cated, this difficulty is invariably started, — •' Where shall we find 
persons cooFipetent to execute these views ?*' Men must be trained, 
they must be taught to teach, educated to educate. We have had 
enough of books adapted to disguise the ignorance of the teacher 
and perpetuate that of the pupil ; we must now form nun ; we must 
bring the living mind in contact with mind, the living heart in con^ 
tact with the heart.' 

Judging from the evidence afforded by Mr. Abbott's book, 
we should say, that in his case the want here expressed has been 
satisfactorily supplied ; that he has thus trained himself to be 
a skilful teacher ; and that he has not only acquired the art of 
conducting the education of children upon sound and rational 
principles^ but has also succeeded, to a considerable degree, 
in explaining his views and recommending his plans to the 
adoption or imitation of other teachers. 

The business of teaching is entered upon by different per- 
sons with very different feelings : some few are led to adopt 
this profession from a real love for it, but by far the larger 
number of instructors regard the labour as an odious drudgery. 

In a great majority of cases^ those who are forced by cir- 
cumstances to pursue a course of active industry have had 
the particular branch which each has adopted, determined by 
accident rather than by any predilection for the employment. 
It may> and doubtless often does happen, that the profession 
embraced is even disagreeable to the individual ; and where 
this feeling is not overcome, it will be useless to expect any 
great success. In every case the indulgence of such feelings 
of dissatisfaction is unwise ; but with those who, through the 
chances of life, have been led to undertake the duty of teach- 
ing, it is worse, and may be pronounced even criminal, since 
it unfits them for the performance of a duty^ on the con- 
scientious discharge of which depends the formation of the 
characters of numbers who, in their turu> will influence the 
welfare of society. 

It is the principal object of Mr. Abbott, to show how the 
labour of teaching may be converted into a pleasing and ex- 
citing occupation. This end he accomplished in his own case, 
by calling into exercise his ingenuity for devising plans by 
which his scholars might be converted into instruments for 
assisting in their own instruction. He provided for himself 
a continual fund of amusement by contriving means for acting 
through the instrumentality of others, and of thus accomplish- 
ing a great effect by slight efforts of his own ; the source of 
the pleasure thus attained is described as follows : — 

* Looking at an object to be accomplished, or an evil to be 
remedied, then studying its nature and extent, and devising and 
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executing some means for effecting the purpose desired, is, in all 
cases, a source of pleasure ; especially when, by the process, we bring 
to view or to operation new powers, or powers heretofore hidden, 
whether they are our own powers or those of objects upon which 
we act. Experimenting has a sort of magical fascination for all. 
Some do not like the trouble of making preparation, but all are 
eager to see the results. Contrive a new machine, and everybody 
will be interested to witness or to hear of its operation ; develope 
any heretofore unknown properties of matter, or secure some new 
useful effect from laws which men have not hitherto employed for 
their purposes, and the interest of all around you will be excited 
to observe your results ; and, especially, you will yourself take a 
deep and permanent pleasure in guiding and controlling the power 
you have thus obtained. 

' This is peculiarly the case with experiments upon mind, or ex- 
periments for producing effects through the medium of voluntary 
acts of the human mind, so that the contriver must take into consi- 
deration the laws of mind in forming his plans. To illustrate this 
by rather a childish case : I once knew a boy who was employed by 
his father to remove all the loose small stones which, from the pe- 
culiar nature of the ground, had accumulated in the road before 
the house. He was to take them up and throw them over into the 
pasture across the way. He soon got tired of picking them up one 
by one, and sat down upon the bank to try to devise some better 
means of accomplishing his work; he at length conceived and 
adopted the following plan. He set up in the pasture a narrow 
board for a target, or, as boys would call it, a mark, and then col- 
lecting all the boys in the neighbourhood, he proposed to them an 
amusement* which boys are always ready for, firing at a mark. 
I need not say that the stores of ammunition in the street were 
soon exhausted, the boys working for their leader when they sup- 
posed they were only finding amusement for themselves. 

* Here now is experimenting upon the mind : the production of 
useful effect with rapidity and ease, by the intervention of proper 
instrumentality ; the conversion, by means of a little knowledge of 
human nature, of that which would have otherwise been dull and 
&tiguing labour, into a most animating sport, giving pleasure to 
twenty instead of tedious labour to one. Now the contrivance and 
execution of such plans is a source of positive pleasure ; it is always 
pleasant to bring the properties and powers of matter into requi- 
sition to promote our designs, but there is a far higher pleasure in 
controlling, and guiding, and moulding to our purpose the move- 
ments of mind.' 

The principle which Mr. Abbott has here familiarly exem- 
plified must always^ in a greater or less degree^ be called into 
action for the governing of communities^ and there can be no 
good reason why that which is found so efficacious, or, more 
properly speaking, so necessary, in carrying forward the ope- 
rations of government, should not be also efficacious in the 
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management of that little world, — a school. The element to 
be acted on is the same in both cases, with this difference 
only^ that the minds of children are more easily acted upon 
through the greater degree of deference and respect which 
they entertain towards a judicious teacher, than is usually felt 
by masses of grown up men for those by whom they are re- 
strained and directed. 

A great number of plans are described in this volume by 
which the ends of interesting the teacher, and at the same 
time of securing the co-operation of the scholars, are said to 
have been attained. These plans may uU of them have been 
judicious in their conception and successful in their applica- 
tion, under the circumstances in which they were applied. 
We do not, however, think they would be equally successful 
in cases where the previous social discipline of the children 
in their parents' houses may have been different from that 
pursued towards those who were the subjects of Mr. Abbott's 
plans. This, however, is of small importance. If the principle 
for which Mr. Abbott contends be correct, it is compara- 
tively of little moment that the plans by which that principle 
has been developed in one case are not strictly applicable to 
all other cases. The object of the author appears to be any- 
thing rather than that of prescribing unvarying rules for cir- 
cumstances which must be varying ; his object is explained 
to be principally the imparting of interest to the business of 
teaching, and it would in fact be defeated by the adoption of 
any unvarying system, since no man can be supposed to take 
so great an interest in following out the plans of others, as in 
testing the efficacy of methods which are the produce of his 
own invention. 

The object of teachers must be the same in all cases — that 
of giving knowledge and forming the pupil's character. It is 
in the means of pursuing that object that the invention of in- 
structors must be tasked ; and the point to be steadily kept 
in view — that of interesting both teachers and pupils in their 
mutual labours — will perhaps be best attained not only by 
each instructor adopting his own plans, but also by producing 
as constant a variety in the mode of executing those plans 
as is consistent with the steady pursuit of the object to be 
attained. This position has been well exemplified by Mr. 
Abbott, in the following passage : — 

* Intellectual effort, in new and constantly varied modes, is in 
itself a pleasure, and this pleasure the teacher may deepen and 
hicrease very easily by a little dexterous management,- designed to 
awaken curiosity and concentrate attention. It ought, however, to 
be constantly borne in mind, that this variety should be confined 
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to the modes of pursuiitg an object which is permanent and con- 
stant, and steadily pursued. For instance, if a little class are to be 
taught simple addition, after the process is once explained, which 
may be done perhaps in two or three lessons, they will need many 
days of patient practice to render it familiar, to impress it firmly in 
their recollection, and to enable them to work with rapidity. Now 
this object must be steadily pursued. It would be very unwise for 
the teacher to say to himself, my class are tired of addition, I must 
carry them on to subtraction, or give them some other study. It 
would be equally unwise to keep them many days performing ex- 
ample afler example, in monotonous succession, each lesson a mere 
repetition of the last. He must steadily pursue his object of fami* 
liarising them fully with this elementary process, but he may give 
variety and spirit to the work by changing occasionally the modes. 
One week he may dictate examples to them, and let them come 
together to compare their results, one of the class being appointed 
to keep a list of all who are correct, each day. At another time, 
each one may write an example, which he may read aloud to all the 
others, to be performed and brought in at the next time. Again, 
he may let them work on paper, with pen and ink, that he may see 
how few mistakes they make, as mistakes in ink cannot be easily 
removed. He may excite interest by devising ingenious examples, 
such as finding out how much all the numbers from one to fifty 
will make when added together, or the amount of the ages of the 
whole classes, or any such example, the result of which they might 
feel a little interest in learning. Thus the object is steadily pursued, 
though the means of pursuing it are constantly changing. We have 
the advantage of regular progress in the acquisition of knowledge 
truly valuable, while this progress is made with all the spirit and 
interest which variety can give. 

* The necessity of making such efforts as this, however, to keep 
tip the interest of the class in their work, and to make it pleasant to 
them, will depend altogether upon circumstances, or rather it will 
vary much with circumstances. A class of pupils, somewhat ad- 
vanced in their studies, and understanding and feeling the value of 
knowledge, will need very little of such effort as this, while young 
and giddy children, who have been accustomed to dislike books and 
school, and everything connected with them, will need more. It 
ought, however, in all cases to be made a means, not an end ;— ^the 
means to lead on a pupil to an interest in progress in 'knowledge 
itself, which is, afler all, the great motive which ought to be brought 
to operate in the school-room as soon and as extensively as pos- 
sible.* 

It is not intended by the limitation in the last paragraph 
to recommend that means of giving interest to the studies of 
older pupils should be neglected; and that, as regards them, 
reliance should be placed altogether upon the desire of ex- 
tending their amount of knowledge. On the contrary, it is 
expressly recommended, that as frequently as possible the 
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connexion between their studies and the practical business of 
life should be taught and exemplified, by seizing upon the 
occurrences which are passing in the world, and showing in 
what manner the studies in which they are engaged can be 
rendered subservient to the better understanding of those 
occurrences, and towards assisting the pupils in the regulation 
of their conduct when they shall be called upon to take a part 
in the active business of life. The example^ which is given in 
the volume before us, of the manner in which this may be 
accomplished, is not, in our opinion, one which it would be 
advantageous to imitate. Questions connected with party 
politics (such questions are included in Mr. Abbott's scheme) 
call for the exercise of a greater share of judgment, as well 
as of knowledge, than can well be expected from a youth who 
is pursuing his studies at school ; and there is great danger 
lest, without intending it, the teacher may imbue his scholars 
with his own particular views. An intelligent tutor will always 
be able to extract from the events which are passing around 
him means for exercising the minds of his pupils, without 
having recourse to this class of subjects. One of the highest 
motives which it should be the business of every instructor of 
youth to awaken in the minds of his pupil, is the desire of 
being a useful member of society, and nothing will tend more 
forcibly to implanf and strengthen this desire than the con- 
sciousness of possessing the means of usefulness. 

Another advantage resulting from this course will be, that 
the judgment of the pupils will be cultivated : they will be 
so trained as to form their own opinions upon various subjects, 
as they present themselves, and thus be fitted to take their 
station in the world, where they may have no guide to consult, 
or where their judgment, if not well cultivated^ may be in 
danger of yielding to the false opinions with which they come 
in contact. 

In following up the plans which have here been mentioned 
for exciting and interesting pupils, it is by no means the object 
to convert the business of instruction into a pastime. In fact, 
one of the great ends of education would be missed if children 
were thus, as it were, cheated into the acquirement of know- 
ledge, for they would not be trained to that habit of steady 
application, nor accustomed to that struggle with difficulties, 
which is essential to the formation of a firm and good character, 
and so absolutely necessary to success in real life. Mr. Abbott 
seems to be fully impressed with this truth when he says :— 

' Even if the work you ar^e assigning to a class is easy, do not tell 
them 80« unless you wish to destroy all their spirit and interest in 
doing it ; and if you wish to excite their spirit and interest, make 
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your work difficult, and let them see that you know it is so-^not so 
difficult as to tax their powers too heavily, but enough so to require 
a vigorous and persevering effort. Let them distinclty understand, 
too, that you know it is difficult — that you mean to make it so,—- 
but that they have your sympathy and encouragement in the efforts 
which it calls them to make. 

* Another way to excite interest, and that of the right kind in 
school, is not to remove difficulties, but to teach the pupils how to 
mrmouni them. A text-book so contrived as to make study mere 
play, and to dispense with thought and effort, is the worst text-book 
that can be made, and the surest to be in the end a dull one. 
The great source of literary enjoyment, which is the successful exer- 
cise of intellectual power, is by such a mode of presenting a subject 
cut off. Secure, therefore, severe study. Let the pupils see that 
you are aiming to secure it, and that the pleasure which you expect 
they will receive is, that of firmly and patiently encountering and 
overcoming difficulty ; of penetrating, by steady and persevering effort, 
into regions from which the idle and inefficient are debarred, and 
that it is your province to lead them forward, not to carry them.' 

The description which is given of the system pursued during 
four years in Mount Vernon school is exceedingly interesting* 
The statement is too long for insertion here> and it would be 
difficult to make any extracts that would give a fair view of the 
plans and principles which are laid down for the guidance of 
the scholars. The whole chapter may be studied with advan- 
tage by every one engaged in superintending the education of 
youth. 

One of the most interesting portions of the volume is the 
chapter on moral discipline, a branch of education little con- 
sidered by many teachers, but one which is of far greater 
moment than the whole catalogue of studies which ordinarily 
fill up the measure of school learning. The system described 
and recommended by Mr. Abbott is similar to that already 
explained, as applied to other branches of education : the 
pupils are themselves to be made active instruments in form- 
ing their own moral characters. Where means can be found 
for interesting them in the examination of their own motives 
and principles of action, there can be no question but that, in 
securing those aids, more will be accomplished than would be 
likely to result from the best lectures or advice of a tutor, un- 
accompanied by the co-operation of the pupiL The circum- 
stances in which we ourselves have taken a part as actors will 
always make a deeper and more lasting impression, than 
those in which we have been merely spectators. We cannot 
better illustrate this position than by quoting from Mr. Abbotf a 
volume one of the scenes which ne has inserted in oorder to 
explain his system. 

K2 
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• 

' The subject for the moral exercise to-day is Prejudice. Each boy 
may take one of the papers which have been distributed, and write 
upon them anything relating to the subject. As many as have 
thought of anything to write may raise their hands. 

' One or two only of the older scholars gave the signal. 

* I will mention the kinds of communication you can make, and 
perhaps what I say will suggest something to you. As fast as you 
think of anything you may raise your hands, and as soon as I see a 
sufficient number up, I will give directions to begin. You can de- 
scribe any case in which you have been prejudiced yourselves, either 
against persons or things. 

* Here a number of the hands went up. 

. * You can mention any facts relating to antipathies of any kind 
or any cases, where you know other persons to be prejudiced. You 
can ask any questions in regard to the subject, questions about the 
nature of prejudice, or the causes for it, or the remedy of it. 

' As he said this many hands were successively raised, and at last 
directions were given for them to begin to write. Five minutes 
were allowed, and at the end of that time the papers were collected 
and read. The following specimens, transcribed verbatim from the 
originals, with the remarks made, as nearly as they could be remem- 
bered immediately after the exercise, will give aa idea of the ordinary 
operation of this plan. 

' '*I am very much prejudiced against spiders, and every insect in 
the known world, with scarcely an exception. There is a horrid 
sensation created by their ugly forms, that makes me wish them all 
to Jericho. The butterfly's wings are pretty, but he is dreadful 
ugly. There is no affectation in this, for my pride will not ^permit 
me to show this prejudice to any great degree^ when I can help it. 
I do not fear the little wretches, but I do hate them." 

* This is not expressed very well. The phrases " to Jericho,*' and 
" dreadful ugly," are vulgar, and in very bad taste. Such a dis- 
like, too, is more commonly called an antipathy than a prejudice, 
though, perhaps, it comes under the gener&l head of prejudices. 

* " How may we overcome prejudice? I think that when we are 
prejudiced against a person, it is the hardest thing in the world to 
overcome it." ' 

' A prejudice is usually founded in some unpleasant association 
connected with the subject of it. To connect some pleasant associa- 
tion with it is therefore the best way to overcome the prejudice 
against it. 

' For example, to take the case of the antipathy to the spider 
alluded to in the last article. The reason why that young lady dis- 
likes spiders is undoubtedly because some unpleasant idea is asso- 
ciated with the thought of those insects, perhaps, for example, the 
idea of their crawling upon her, which is certainly not a very plea- 
sant one to any body. Now the way to correct such a prejudice is 
to try to connect some pleasant thoughts with the sight of the animal. 

* I once found a spider in an empty apartment, hanging in its 
web in the wall, with a large ball of eggs which it had suspended by 
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its side. My companion and myself cautiously brought up a tumbler 
iinder the web, and pressed it suddenly against the wall so as to 
inclose both spider and eggs within it. We then contrived to run 
in a pair of shears so as to cut off the web, and let both the animal 
and its treasure fall down into the tumbler. We put a book over the 
top and walked off with our prize to a table, to see what it would 
do. At first it tried to climb up the side of the tumbler, but its feet 
slipped from the smooth glass. We then inclined the glass so as to 
favour its climbing and to enable it to reach the book at the top. 
As soon as it touched the book it was safe. It could cling to the 
book easily, and we now placed the tumbler again upright to watch 
its motions. 

' It attached a thread to the book, and let itself down by it to the 
bottom of the tumbler, and walked round and round the ball of eggs 
apparently in great trouble. Presently it ascended by its thread and 
then came down again. It attached a new thread to the ball, and 
then went up, drawing the ball with it. It hung the ball at a proper 
distance from the book, and bound it firmly in its place by threads 
running from it in every direction to the parts of the book which 
were near, and then the animal took its place quietly by its side. 

* Now, I do not say that if anybody had a strong antipathy to a 
spider, seeing one perform such a work as this would entirely re- 
move it, but it would certainly soften it ; it would tend to remove it. 
It would connect an interesting and pleasant association with the 
object. So if she should watch a spider in the fields making his 
web. You have all seen those beautiful regular webs in the morn- 
ing dew, ("Yes, sir; yes, sir!") composed of concentric circles, and 
radii diverging in every direction ? ( ** Yes, sir !" ) Well, watch the 
spider when making one of these, or observe his artful ingenuity 
and vigilance when he is lying in wait for a fiy. By thus connecting 
pleasant ideas with the sight of the animal you will destroy the un^ 
pleasant association which constitutes the prejudice. In the same 
manner, if I wished to create an antipathy to a spider in a child, it 
would be very easily done. I would tie her hands behind her, and 
put three or four upon her to crawl over her face. 

* Thus you must destroy prejudices in all cases, by connecting 
pleasant thoughts and associations with the objects of them. 

' *' I am often prejudiced against new scholars without knowing 
why." 

' We sometimes hear a person talk in this way, '^ I do not like 
such or such a person at all.'' 

'"Why?" 

* ** Oh, I don't know ; I do not like her at all. I can't bear her." 

* "But why not ? What is your objection to her ? " 

* " Oh, I don't know ; I have not any particular reason, but I 
never did like her.'* 

* Now, whenever you hear any person talk so, you may be sure 
that her opinion on any subject is worth nothing at all. She forms 
opinions in one case without grounds, and it depends merely upon 
accident whether she does not in other cases. 
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4 (( \yiiy jg It tii^t SO many of our countrymen are, or seem to be, ^ 
prejudiced against the unfortunate children of Africa? Almost / 
every large white boy who meets a small black boy insults him in 
some way or other." 

' *' It is so hard to overcome prejudices that we ought to be careful 
how we form them." 

« >< When I see a new scholar enter this school, and she does not 
happen to suit me exactly in her ways and manners, I very oflen get 
prejudiced against her, though sometimes I find her a valuable friend 
aAer I get acquainted with her." 

* There is an inquiry I should like very much to make, though I 
suppose it would not be quite right to make it. I should like to 
ask all those who have some particular friend in school, and who can 
recollect the impression which the individual made upon them when 
they first saw her, to rise, and then I should like to inquire in how 
many cases the first impression was favourable, and in how many 
unfavourable. 

* '* Yes, sir ; yes, sir." 

' Do you mean you would like to have the inquiry made ? 

* " Yes, sir." 

' All, then, who have intimate friends, and can recollect the im- 
pression they first made upon them, may rise. 

' (About thirty rose, more than two-thirds of which voted that the 
first impression made by the persons who had since become their 
particular friends was unfavourable.) 

* This shows how much dependence you can justly place on first 
impressions. 

*' *^ Is it not right to allow prejudice to have influence over our 
minds as far as this ? If anything comes to our knowledge with 
which wrong seenia to be connected, and one in whom we have 
always felt confidence is engaged in it, is it not right to allow our 
prejudice in favour of this individual to have so much influence over 
us as to cause us to believe that all is really right, though every 
circumstance which has come to our knowledge is against such a 
conclusion ? I felt this influence not many weeks since in a very 
great degree." 

' No, it would not be prejudice in such a case. That is, a pre- 
judice would not be a sufficient ground to justify withholding blame. 
Well-grounded confidence in such a person ought to have such an 
effect, but not prejudice. 

* The above may be considered as a fair specimen of the ordinary 
operation of such an exercise. It is taken as an illustration, not by 
selection from the large number of similar exercises which I have 
witnessed, but simply because it was an exercise occurring at a time 
when a description was to be written. Besides the Articles above 
quoted, there were thirty Or forty others which were read and com- 
mented on. The above will, however, be sufficient to give the 
reader a clear idea of the exercise, and to show what is the nature of 
the moral effect it is calculated to produce.' 

Mr. Abbott's work is altogether one of the most interesting 
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f and practically useful which we have lately seen. Though we 
do not agree in all respects with the author, we can safely re- 
commend his book to all classes of teachers who are anxious 
to discharge their duty faithfully. They will find much well 
worth adopting in the general management of schools; and 
where they may not feel inclined to follow the author^ it is 
probable that their inventive faculties may be roused to devise 
something better suited to the circumstances in which they are 
placed* Mr. Abbott is not one who dogmatizes in matters of 
education ; he gives us the benefit of his experience and 
thought^ and then leaves us to help ourselves. Teachers are 
already .under great oUigations to Dr. Mayo for what he has 
contributed to the improvement of education ; and for the 
re-publication of the present work he is justly entitled to their 
gratitude. 



^ ACTUAL STATE OP GREECE. 

De VEtat Actuel de la Grece, et des Moyens dHarriver a sa 
RestauratUm. Par F. Thiersch, 2 vols. Leipzig. F. A. 
Brockhaus. 1833. 
Though many of the facts contained in these volumes are now 
matter of notoriety^ and many of the speculations have Ic^t 
their interest by the actual course of events, this work is still, 
in many respects, worth the attention of those who have 
studied the past history and formed conjectures on the future 
prospects of regenerated Greece. 

It has been often said that Thiersch was sent to Greece on 
an official mission by the King of Bavaria, and the author has 
accordingly thought it necessary (vol. i. pp. 307-326) to ex- 
plain the motives for his journey. By the Protocol of London^ 
Greece was to be independent, and to have a king chosen from 
some royal family of Europe, not excluded by the terms of the 
Protocol. Professor Thiersch, who is well known as a scholar, 
and one who had paid ereat attention to the affairs of Greece 
during the late struggle, immediately set about thinking of 
a proper person for the kingly office, and accordingly made a 
proposition on the subject to the King of Bavaria, whose sub- 
ject he is. From his own statement it appears that the king 
gave no answer to his letter of Sept. 10, 1829, in which he 
proposed that Prince Otho, the king's son, should be the 
future King of Greece : but though the king gave no direct 
answer, he was too considerate to! allow the Professor to be 
damped by apparent indifference; he thanked the writer 
through his secretary, M« de Kreuzer. Thiersch next ad'* 
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dressed himself to M. Eynard, then at Paris, \vho had long taken 
an active interest in the affairs of Greece^ and proposed to him 
also Prince Otho as the most suitable person in Europe for 
the newly-created kingly office. He also took advantage of a 
favourable opportunity which offered, to write on the same 
subject to the Emperor of Russia, inclosing a copy of the 
letter to M. Eynard, and assuring his Imperial Majesty that 
the King of Bavaria was entirely unacquainted with its con- 
tents. M, Eynard, adopting the idea of the German Professor, 
used all his influence to procure the election of a prince who 
was a minor ; and among the princes in this predicament none 
could come into competition with a son of the house of Bavaria. 
France accordingly proposed one of the sons of the Bavarian 
King, and Russia would have consented, but the English 
members of the conference objected to a prince "who was a 
minor, and finally Leopold of Saxe-Coburg was chosen, in 
compliance with their wishes. 

On the resignation of Leopold (March 21, 1830), the throne 
was again open to competition, but the negociations were inter- 
rupted by the events of July of that year, which drove Charles 
X. into exile. Both Charles X. and his ministry were fa- 
vourable to the Greek cause, and it was the proposition of 
Polignac himself that the island of Eubcea should form a part 
of the new kingdom. The conference of London was recom- 
menced under the administration of Lord Grey, and the choice 
of a king again became a matter for deliberation. In Sep- 
tember, 1830, Thiersch learned at Berlin that the new French 
government was favourable to the claims of Prince Otho, and 
that there would be no opposition on the part of England ; 
but at this time a new difficulty presented itself. John Capo- 
distria, the President of Greece, it was now generally known 
cherished a strong desire to retain the dignity with which he 
had been only provisionally invested^ and to be the founder of 
a new dynasty in Greece. Professor Thiersch had acquainted 
the President with the measures which were adopted by him 
and his friends to secure the election of Prince Otho, but re- 
ceiving only evasive replies from the Count, and having daily 
more reason to suspect his sincerity, the Professor determined 
to pay him a visit, and readily obtained the king's permission 
for that purpose. On the eve of his departure, the Professor 
applied to the king through a third person, in order to learn 
his majesty's views as to the chief object of the journey. His 
majesty's answer was in accordance with what he had said from 
the commencement, — that he did not wish to impose his son 
on the Greeks iii any way whatever, and that the most satis- 
factory thing to him would be that the nation itself should 
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ask for Prince Otho, if he was to be their sovereign. The 
king also gave Thiersch a letter of recommendation to the 
President. 

. On his arrival at Nauplia, the Professor had several inter* 
views with the President^ in which the old politician^ according 
to our author's account^ embarrassed by the difficult position of 
affairs, and having to deal with one who was fully on his guards 
could get nothing from him that might compromise^ in the 
slightest degree, the interests of his royal master, and his own 
future reputation as one of the pacificators of Greece. Two 
days after his last interview with the President, Thiersch set 
out to visit the interior of the Peloponnesus^ and on arriving 
at Nemea he heard the intelligence of Capodistria's assas- 
sination (Oct. 8, 1831). The confusion that followed the 
President's death was in some degree abated by the arrival of 
the news, in the following year^ that the conference of London 
had offered the crown of Greece (February, 1832) to Prince 
Otho. The Professor received the intelligence of this long- 
desired consummation of his labours and his wishes, on his 
arrival in the island of Syra (March, 1832) from a visit to the 
coasts and islands of Asia Minor. 

From this statement it is not difficult to infer the precise 
nature of the mission to which we owe the account of the 
' actual state of Greece,' 

A large part of the first volume is taken up with the history 
of the Greek government from the death of Capodistria to 
the dissolution of the mixed government, which was soon after 
followed (Jan. 30, 1833) by the lauding of King Otho at 
Nauplia. 

It would perhaps be difficult to give any considerable degree 
of interest to the history of Capodistria's administration, and 
to the series of intrigues and petty movements with which this 
unhappy country was distracted during the latter part of the 
President's life, and still more after his assassination. Nor 
do we think that Professor Thiersch has treated the subject 
in a way to render it at all attractive. His narrative is often 
confused, indistinct, and sometimes unintelligible ; nor do We 
think it possible to draw from it, were it worth the labour, a 
fair estimate of the blame attaching respectively to the different 

Earties, and to the agents of the foreign powers. The writer 
imself was largely mixed up with affairs at one period, 
(p. 80, &c.} Though not professedly holding any public ap- 
pointment, circumstances made him in some degree a public 
character, and accordingly he does not fail to inform us of the 
active part which he took in several transactions. 
The character of Capodistria has been differently repre- 
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sented by his friends and enemies. As the short-lived admi<* 
nistrator of a country to which the recollections of three 
thousand years are attached, and one which is now called into 
a new and doubtful existence, he claims a notice which other- 
wise would not be his due. Like many of those who play a 
prominent part on the theatre of the world, he was a weak and 
ill-educated man> raised by circumstances to power^ to which 
he clung with an obstinacy of purpose proportionate to his 
consciousness that he was nothing when detached from the 
accidents to which he owed his importance. The judgment 
of Thiersch on this renowned diplomatist is neither harsh, nor, 
on the whole, so unfavourable as we might have expected ; but 
the defects of his character and his unfitness to govern the 
Greeks are points made sufficiently clear. He could not write 
the language of the people whom he was sent to govern ; nor 
had he the slightest sympathy with the heroic characterx>f 
those men who had endured nine years of war and privation 9 
and who had placed the name of Mesol6nghi in the annals of 
their history by the side of Marathon and rlatsea. The Pre* 
sident's settled purpose from the commencement was to esta- 
blish his[own power in Greece and to^transmit it to his family. 
To carry these views into effect, he stopped at no act, however 
illegal. He began by dissolving the legislative body (th 
fiovXevriKov), and putting two of the members in prison who 
protested agaitist this abuse of power ; and all his subsequent 
acts were of a piece with this arbitrary proceeding. To par- 
ticularize the pitiable intrigues and the various acts of oppres- 
sion by which he roused against him a whole nation who, on 
his arrival, had received him with open arms, is not necessary 
here. His public acts, mean, cruel, and contemptible as they 
were, may perhaps find their apologists and defenders ; but 
the guilt of instigating a son to murder* his father (p. 15) is 
a blot on the Corfiote which justifies all the suspicions of his 
bitterest enemies. 

The President had no taste for learning or the arts : he was 
a stranger to the ancient recollections of the country which he 
had come to govern, and declared, after visiting the Acropolis 
of Athens, * that it was a heap of rubbish, and that nobody 
bdt those whose heads were turned could attach any importance 
to such stuff.' Yet after all the author describes him as a man 
' who had not tiaturally a bad heart, but had been cori'upted 
by vicious intercourse with others, and hardened by experience* 

* Thiersch asserts this on the authority ot the son himself. Though the 
President, as we are told by the author, couM not toriie Greek, he coald^ it 
seems, speak at least as much as this — ^iktt iT»sei n tlrux,** '»»i i«y fMr^^fg rw 
ir»Ti^» 0-0 vwhich is as much as to say— < If you wiU only get rid of your 
father, yout fortune is made.* 
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Besides he was governed by the strongest of passions, that of 
power, and blinded by excessive vanity* His conversation 
was animated and varied. He was never at a loss what to say, 
and indeed took all the conversation to himself: full of the 
idea of his own superiority, he only listened to his own voice> 
without troubling himself about the opinions of others* His 
wish was to be loved, and hence he could relish even hypo^ 
critical marks of attachment and respect. He was temperate 
and industrious ; his table, his furniture, and his mode of life^ 
everything showed him to be a man of simple habits, and 
averse to splendour.' 

The arrest and imprisonment of Peter Mauromichali* were 
the immediate cause of the President's assassination^ who fell 
by the hands of Constantine and George Mauromichali, as he 
was entering the church of St Spiridion (Oct. 8, 1831.) In 
the republican days of Greece, such an act would have beeti 
considered as the just punishment of a cruel tyrant, and the 
assassin might have had his statue placed by those of Harmo-^ 
dius and Aristogeiton. Constantine was immediately killed, 
but George Mauromichali, after escaping for a short time, was 
tried by a court-martial^ and shot. 

[^ The most interesting part of Professor Thiersch's work is the 
second part, * On the Situation of Greece and the Means to be 
adopted to restore it to Tranquillity.' As to his general specula- 
tions on the foreign policy^ the commerce^ finance, and innume- 
rable other subjects, touching the present and prospective state 
of Greece, we are of opinion that, with some occasional excep- 
tions, there is a great deal of vague talk without any definite 
meaning ; and on various points we think the learned Profes- 
sor out of the sphere of his studies> and not always correct. 
But an educated and reflecting man, to whom the ancient his- 
tory and language of this interesting country have been so 
long familiar, could not fail to make numerous valuable ob- 
servations ; and> accordingly, some of the chapters in the book 
are not only of the highest interest to the general reader^ but 
still more so to those whose early associations have been con- 
nected with the language and monuments of ancient Greece. 

The population of Greece (Part ii.' § 3.) is of a very mixed 
kindy viewed with reference to their occupations and the vari* 
ous degrees of education. There is a nomadic or pastoral 
clasSj a class of cultivators of the soil, and a body of enter- 
prising merchants and able seamen : in the interior, there are 
captains who cannot read or write ; and men of extensive and 
solid acquirements^ united with a great aptitude for business. 

* See the events as they are told in an anonymous work, entitled ^ Sketches 
in Greece and Turkey, London, 1833.* 
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* From the heroic times to the French revolution, every 
generation has left here its impress and its manners. The 
middle ages, and those near our own times, still exist by the side 
of Hellenic antiquity and Byzantine institutions ; for here con- 
querors have succeeded one another without altering the basis 
of society, and no change, at once moral and political^ has 
acted with sufficient power to re-cast the perishing memorials 
of past ages, and make them harmonize with new wants and 
new laws/ 

« There is a pretty marked distinction among the inhabitants 
of the three great divisions of Greece — Kumelia or Greece 
north of the Isthmus, the Peloponnesus, and the Islands. The 
inhabitants of Rumelia have retained a chivalrous and warlike 
spirit, with a simplicity of manners and mode of life, which 
strongly remind us of the pictures of the heroic age, and of 
ihsX social state which the historian of the Peloponnesian"^ 
war has described as existing in a large part of northern 
Greece at a time when Athens had attained a high degree 
of civilization. The Peloponnesus, with the exception of the 
Mainiotes, was completely under the Turkish yoke before the 
late revolution. Some few families of Klephthes maintained 
themselves in the mountains and enjoyed akind of independence. 
' * The islands (p. 219), by their connexion and their com- 
merce with Europe, are hearer a state of civilization. In 
most of them the houses, furniture, dress, food, and lodging 
are in the Frank fashion ; and it is like being transported into 
a different age, when you leave Helicon or Parnassus — ^where 
you have seen, in a wretched cabin, the husband, wife, and 
children sleeping on the ground, on one side of the fire-place, 
with the asses and oxen on the other — and arrive at Tenos or 
NsCxos, where the houses are furnished in the Venetian 
fashion, and where all the conveniences and comforts of life are 
found. And though the mode of living may be considered 
as somewhat old-fashioned, it is framed altogether after the 
social usages of western Europe.* 

' The soil of Rumelia is, in general, cultivated by Bulgarians, 
Albanians, and Vlachians (Bx^x^O* under which last term the 
three are generally comprehended. In eastern Greece, Parnassus 
with its impregnable natural bulwarks, is the only place where 
t|ie Hellenic race has maintained itself, and speaks the Greek 
language with some purity ; in the mountainous parts of wes- 
tern Greece, there are also some remnants of Hellenic stock. 
The Vlachians are a robust, industrious, and honest race, but 
possessed of neither the regular features nor lively character of 
the Greeks. Mingled among them are the captains and their 

• Thucyd, L 6, 6. 
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soIdiers> called pallicari (young people), who are trained to the 
sole profession of arms^ and often extort from the unresisting 
peasant the hard-earned fruits of his labours. Besides the 
peasants and soldiers^ there is an active and intelligent body 
of proprietors, merchants, and artisans in the towns, and 
among them some of Greek stock. MesoWnehi, though neg- 
lected by the government of the President, had recovered some 
of its trade ; and Calaxidi, at the entrance of the Gulf of Sa- 
lona, is now a thriving place. 

- The population of the Peloponnesus consists nearly of the 
same races as that of Rumelia ; but the Peloponnesians are 
more ignorant and less honest than the Rumeliots. The 
Albanians occupy Argolis and a part of the ancient Triphylia. 
Amongthe rest of the inhabitants, who all speak Greek, there 
are considerable social differences : the cultivators of the plains 
are not the proprietors, all their lands belonging to the state, 
or to the rich families. These cultivators are less industrious 
than the little proprietors in the mountainous districts, whose 
houses and lands are in a much better condition. The popu- 
lation of the towns is of a mixed character, as in Rumelia, but 
there are among them many wealthy Greek families, who, under 
the Turkish government, had an active share in the administra- 
tion, which they exercised for their own profit and to the disad- 
vantage of the rest of the community. Were this class now to 
gain a political ascendency, and a kind of territorial title to 
nobility, they would keep the country in a state of servitude 
more unfavourable to industry than the dominion of the Turks. 
The military chiefs of the Peloponnesus owed their existence 
to the war of independence ; and their soldiers were merely 
peasants who came from the plough and have returned to it"*^. 
Scattered through the country, and collected in the towns, is a 
class of small dealers and artisans, who bear the character of 
being industrious, frugal, and honest. The Mainiotes form a 
separate class of the population : they are generally called 
Mainiotes from the name of one of their districts, but their 
true name, which they have never lost, is Spartans. They 
occupy the lofly and sterile mountains between the gulfs of 
Laconice and Messenia, the representatives of a race driven 
from the sunny valley of the Eurotas to the bleak and inhos- 
pitable tracts which they still occupy, though the plains which 
are spread out below them are no longer held by a conqueror, 
and the fertile lands lie uncultivated for want of labourers. 

In the islands there is a similar mixture of Albanians and 
Greeks. The Albanians of Hydra and Spezzia have long been 
known as active traders and excellent mariners : the Hydriotes 

* Compare Thacjrdides J. 141* wrw^yti n 7«f tUt TUKtwifim^wj d^ 
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made great sacrifices for the cause of independence in the late 
war ; the Spezziotes^ more prudent and calculating, increased 
their wealth and their merchant navy. The island of Syra, 
which has long been the centre of an active commerce, now 
contains the remnant of the population of Psara and Chios. 
The Psariotes are an active and handsome race, and skilful 
seamen : the Chiots, following the habits of their ancestors, 
are fond of staying at home and attending to their shops and 
mercantile speculations ; they amass wealth, but they employ it 
in founding establishments of public utility, and in the educa- 
tion of their children. In Tenos, the peasants, who are also the 
proprietors, cultivate the vine and the fig even amidst the most 
barren rocks: in Syra, Santorin (Thera), and at Naxos, 
they are the tenants of a miserable race of nobility, whose 
origin is traced to the time of the Crusades, and who still re- 
tain the Latin creed of their ancestors. Besides these various 
elements belonging to the kingdom of Greece as at present 
constituted, Thiersch enumerates various bodies of Suliotes, of 
people from the heights of Olympus, Candiotes, many Greek 
families from Asia Minor, Phanariotes, and others, who have 
emigrated or been driven by circumstances within the limits 
of the new kingdom. And we must not omit, says the author 
(p. 230), — ^ a crowd of physicians, literary and scientific men, 
and young politicians, who have come from Paris, frequently 
with democratic opinions, and with a smattering of the know- 
ledge which is there preached in the streets — all of whom 
contribute to increase that great variety of character, manners, 
and opinions, which marks the motley population of Greece.' 
The northern limits of Greece are a line drawn from the 
Gulf of Arta to that of Volo, but the exact course of the line 
has not yet been definitively fixed, or, at least, as far as we 
can learn, is not yet made public. The ancient Acarnania on 
the west, and the valley of the Sperchius on the east, are both 
within the limits of the new kingdom. The statistical infor- 
mation of the author is partly founded on the documents in 
the Statistical Office established by the President at Nauplia ; 
but as this information was both inexact and incomplete, the 
author corrected and enlarged it by actual inquiry on the spot, 
and by the assistance which he derived from the bishops and 
d^mog^rontes. The modern provincial divisions of Greece 
are called Eparchies : of these the eastern part of northern 
Greece contains eleven, with as many chief towns, and 585 
villages. The calculations as to population are founded upon 
a conjectural estimate of houses or families, which gives about 
130,200 for the population of this part of Greece. The western 
part of northern Greece, comprehending a part of the country 
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of the Locri Ozol®^ ^tolia and Acarnania, is divided into 
eleven eparchies, with a conjectured population of 76,000, 
making the total of Northern Greece about 206,000. 

The Peloponnesus, in extent, differs little from Northern 
Greece, but it is more populous, better cultivated, and alto- 
gether the most important part of the new kingdom. It 
contains thirty-five eparchies, with a population of 429,250, 
according to the author's estimate : this includes the Spartan 
population of Maina, as well as the Spartans in other parts of 
south and south-eastern Peloponnesus. 

The large island of Euboea, and thirty- two inhabited islands 
in the JEgean, form the insular portion of Greece, with a con- 
jectured population of 176,185. The total population of the 
whole kingdom will, according to these estimates^ be only 
811,435, on a surface calculated by the author at 1100 
(German) square miles, or 23,595 (English) square miles. 
This is more than one-third and less than one-half of the area 
of England and Wales, which have a population of 13,897,187; 
but the population is not double that of the agricultural county 
of Kent, which has an area of about 1500 square miles. Before 
the war, it is supposed (p. 272) that Peloponnesus and Northern 
Greece contained a population twice as large as that now esti- 
mated for the whole kingdom : some eparchies have lost more 
than half their population. The islands in general have suf- 
fered less, with the exception of Eubcea and Hydra. 

Greece is a mountainous country, containing few extensive 
plains, but numerous small and often fertile valleys. The 
mountains; such as Parnassus and most of those in Attica and 
Megaris, are chiefly composed of calcareous rock, which, 
however, varies much in its quality. Slates occur in the ridge 
of (Eta, in Helicon, and several of the mountain masses of 
Messenia and Arcadia. The calcareous formation charac- 
terizes most of the islands ; but as we advance to the easft 
granite prevails in the grey and barren rocks of Myconos and 
of Delos. The mineral wealth of Greece is little known, and 
with the exception of the^ mines of Laurium in Attica and a 
few of the islands, the mining branches of industry do not seem 
to have been prosecuted either with ardour or success by the 
ancient inhabitants of this country. Thiersch (p. 274) says that 
the gold, silver, copper, and lead, found in Attica, at Cnelcis, 
and in the islands of Siphnos and Seriphos, are far from being 
exhausted : iron abounds in Scyros, at Tsenarum, and in 
Euboea. Abundance of coal also has been discovered in 
Eubcea, and other beds of the same useful mineral are ex- 
pected to be opened in Elis. The forests of Greece have been 
in a great measure destroyed : still there is a considerable 
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quantity of wood in Euboea^ on Parnassus, Helicon, in the 
Megaris, and especially in Arcadia and the heights of Taygetus. 
The pine is one of the most common trees, but the author adds 
that^ towards Thessaly, there are still noble forests of oak ; and> 
as we learn from other authorities, the timber of the Pelopon- 
nesus often occurs of majestic size and of many varieties. 
Great damage is occasioned by the shepherds setting fire to 
the brushwood and even to the forests themselves, in order 
that the ashes after the heavy rains may fertilize the ground 
and produce fresh pasture for tneir cattle. The author, on his 
route from Elatea to Thermopylse, passed through a forest of 
majestic oaks, of which he counted more than two hundred 
blackened and injured by the flames. In many parts the 
pine trees are tapped in order to procure the resin, and then 
left standing to die and wither away. The demand for wood 
also for ship-building, and the absence of all proper control 
over the felling of the timber, has contributed to the present 
state of devastation. 

The physical character of Greece is yet but imperfectly 
know^n, and the few and hasty glances that the traveller or the 
antiquarian explorer has cast upon it^ serve more to excite 
than to satisfy curiosity. Within the narrow limits of the con- 
tinental part of the new kingdom, nature has presented 
perhaps more varieties of surface^ soil, and climate, than are 
crowded together anywhere else within the same limits. And to 
no spot on the face of the earth is such a series of recollections 
attached — from the dim and indistinct forms of the mythical 
ages^ through the long historical period of a nation's exist- 
ence, which, though humbled, debased, and mingled with 
foreign blood, still lives and speaks the language of ancient 
Greece. 

The numerous sites of antiquity which still remain to be 
explored promise a rich harvest of discoveries, which cannot 
fail to throw light on the domestic usages, the social life, and 
the whole history of the nation. But perhaps few subjects 
present more curious matter for inquiry, and are at the same 
time so closely connected with the present interests of Greece, 
as the remains of those great works which were undertaken 
for the draining of the country and the securing it against 
inundations. The narrow valleys and plains of Greece some- 
times eoi^tain small lakes, or are so formed as to be liable to 
be converted into marshes and swamps by the closing of the 
cuts by which they were once kept dry. In this way (II. p. 16) 
some of the richest levels in Arcadia and Boeotia have been 
rendered almost useless ; for the waters, rising to a great height 
in the winter time, do not subside in the summer soon enough 
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to allow the land to be profitably cultivated. The fertile lands 
about the Lake Copais in Boeotia^ the most extensive plain in 
all Greece, are so deluged by the rising waters of the lake in the 
winter-time, that the cultivation of the country round its banks 
is annually decreasing. • The old men of Livadia say, that 
within the last fifty years the marshes have approached nearer 
the town by more than a league. Out of twenty conduits or 
outlets which once existed there is only one in tolerable con- 
dition, and if unfortunately this should be choked up like the 
rest, the inundation would reach, on one side, to the base of 
Parnassus, and on the other to eastern Boeotia, where it would 
seek an outlet in the valley of the Asopus. We should then 
see the times of Deucalion restored, and one might sail from 
Helicon to Parnassus over entire provinces buried in the 
water, with their towns, villages, and fields*. That which 
may happen to the plains of Boeotia and Phocis, has already 
occurred in the valley of Phonia (in Arcadia). The smaller 
of the two subterranean outlets from the lake was choked up 
twenty years ago, and the larger ten years after. Since this 
time, the waters, having no outlet, have gone on rising : the 
whole valley of Phonia is already covered with water ; twelve 
villages situated on the slopes of the mountains have been 
swallowed up, and others to the north are threatened with the 
same fate.' 

The basin of the Lake Copais is one of the most interesting 
parts of Greece. The late survey of Captain Copeland shows, 
that from the outlet of the Boeotian Asopus to the commence- 
ment of the low flats which fringe the Gulf of Zeitun, a moun- 
tain-barrier lines the Boeotian and Locrian shore of the 
Euripus, and allows no outlet for any stream from the interior 
of the province. Ktt/pa, near the narrowest part of the Eu- 
ripus, is 3401 feet high ; a mountain near the ruins of Larymna 
is 1855 feet ; and a mountain near C. Stalamata, north of 
I^rymna, 1146. From this last a range of mountains runs 
westward into the interior, of which Talanta is one, forming 
the northern boundary of the basin of the Copais and Cephisus, 
and separating it from the basin of the Sperchius and the Gulf 
of Zeitun. There can be little doubt that the level of the 
Lake Copais is considerably higher than that of the Euripus ; 
the author indeed asserts, without stating any authority, that 
the lake is more than a thousand feet above the sea ; but this 
may safely be denied, or at least doubted, till it is proved. 
The lake is separated from the sea by the range of Mount 

* See Pausanias, IX. 24, as to the tradition of the Boeotian Athens and 
Eleasis being destroyed by the rising of the Lake Copais ; and the curious 
description of the plain of BcBotia in Strabo. (P. 406^ Casaub.) 

Oct. 1834.— Jan. 1835. L 
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Ptoon, which is about four or five miles across. Between the 
eastern end of the lake and the coast the subterranean channels 
still exist, with the shafts or wells communicating with them, 
which unfortunately are now choked up. (ii. p. 23.) Pro- 
fessor Thiersch explains how this ancient work is to be restored, 
for the mode and means of doing which we refer to his book ; 
such projects involve many more difficulties than hd takes into 
his account. 

This great work for draining the Copais is one of the most 
ancient memorials of Greek civilization, coeval with the wealth 
and political importance of the Boeotian Orchomenus. The 
destruction of this ancient city probably caused the conduits 
to be neglected, the consequence of which was that the waters 
of the lake recovered a part of the territory which the industry 
of the ancient inhabitants had won from it. ' In the time of 
Alexander, the great Crates of Chdlcis began to restore the 
subterranean communications, and he succeeded so far, in 
spite of the troubles in Boeotia, which prevented the comple- 
tion of the work, that the sites of the ancient Orchomenus, of 
Athens, and Eleusis were discovered on the banks of the 
Triton, Since this time the passages have been again choked, 
and, as we have remarked, only one is now open. If we may 
trust the examinations made on the spot by the chief persdns 
of Livadia, there are the traces of twenty conduits. Several of 
them communicate with the surface by wells or shafts, from 
which it would appear that these works are constructed simi- 
larly to the aqueduct of Polycrates * at Samos, of which I dis- 
covered the course ; and that of Tenos, which has been lately 
discovered and restored. We observe the same construction 
in the conduit {emissarius) of the Lake of Alba Longa, cut in 
the midst of the Latin mountains, and still remaining, after the 
ravages of the barbarous ages; the same kind of conduit also 
drained the Lake Fucinus (Celano), which they are cleaning 
out at the present time.' 

It should be observed that Strabo (p. 405) makes the river 
Cephisus discharge itself into the sea near Larymna of 
Bceotia ; but he does not probably mean to say that this was 
an original and natural outlet of the river. In another passage 
(p. 406), he says, that ' a chasm opening close upon the lake 
and near Copae, made an underground passage for the water 
thirty stadia in length, which received the river. The Cephisus 
emerged at Larymna of Locris, where there is a lake of the 
same name, and then entered the sea.' A small stream is 
marked in Capt. Copeland's chart as entering the sea near the 

* See the curious description of this great work, Herod, iii. 60. 
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ruins (Jf Lsirymna, which, if it is not a mere mouritain-torrehi:, 
must be the outliet of the Cephisus. Whether the ancient 
drainage df the Cephisus was altogether a work of art. Or 
whether, in this singular country of earthquakes and subter- 
raneous water-courses, advantage was taken df somie great 
operation of nature, is a question that may perhaps be decided 
by future inquiries on the spot. 

The reader may compare with thie general observations and 
sometimes rather loose remarks of Professor Thiersch, those 
of Colonel Leake (^Travels in the Morea,' iii. cap. 26) on the 
Pheneatice and the Zerethra of the Peloponnesus. The 
account of the attempt made by the Turks, in 1776, to clean 
out the great canal of the Stymphalia is exceedingly curious. 
(Thiersch, p. 19, &c.) 

Our limits do not allow us to enter upon the consideratloii 
of the various topics of administration, commerce, finance, 
education, and numerous other subjects which the learned 
author has discussed. To do justice to such varied matter 
would require dissertations as long as those in the work itself, 
many of which are, in our opinion, more amusing than con- 
vincing. That any man should be able to form a sound judg- 
ment on the almost endless topics which enter into the work of 
Professor Thiersch could hardly be expected ; and though we 
think few persons, with the limited time allowed for obser- 
vation, could have collected more facts than the author, we 
are inclined to think that a more lucid arrangement of them 
might have been made, and sounder conclusions drawn, by 
many men of much smaller acquirements. Judging from some 
slight errors as to facts, which are observable here and there, 
we do not feel such confidence in the accuracy of all the 
author's statements, as to consider this sketch of the present 
state of Greece perfectly unexceptionable authority. The 
work has evidently been drawn up in a hurry in Order to 
prevent the ground being occupied by others; and to this 
we may perhaps attribute the author's innumerable crude, 
disjointed, and often impracticable plans, through the dark- 
ness of which certain glimmerings of good sense now and then 
appear. 

To give his opinions a wider circulation, the author has 
written in French, a language of which he has shown him- 
self not quite a master. In a postscript to his preface he 
regrets 'que les sept premieres feuilles soient si gravement 
defigur^es par des fautes d'impression, contre la langue et le 
sens mfeme ; il n'6tait pas possible d'y rem^dier sans aniener 
de nouveaux retards.* We regret that we are obliged to add 
that the errors, both typographical and others, are not confined 
to the first seven sheets. We have never yet seen a book 

L2 
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from a man of Professor Thiersch's ability and learning so ill 
written, and so overrun with typographical errors. Even the 
classical names, which are of frequent occurrence, are barba- 
rized in almost every possible form, owing either to his own 
carelessness or that of the correctors of the press*. 



DYMOCK'S BIBLIOTHECA CLASSIC A. 

The reader will perceive in the advertisement leaves of this 
Journal, some remarks in reply to the review of ^ Dymock's 
Bibliotheca Classica.' (Journal, No. XII, p. 298, &c.) This 
advertisement would have appeared in the last Number, but 
for a mistake which it is unnecessary to explain here. 

On all occasions, when an author feels dissatisfied with any 
review in this Journal, we invite him to give his reply in the 
advertisement sheets of the same Journal, in preference to any 
other periodical, or even, if he likes it, in addition to his reply 
in any other review. In this way, the readers of the Journal, 
having the evidence on both sides before them, may judge for 
themselves. We do not think it necessary to institute a fresh 
examination of the ' Bibliotheca Classical though we are not 
unwilling to do so, and even to enter more at length into the 
subject matter of it : we shall be content if the review and 
the remarks upon it are compared. Whatever errors of any 
kind the authors of the ' Bibliotheca' may detect in the review, 
will be so much fairly deducted from the censure passed on 
their book, and so much blame on the editor for allowing even 
the minutest error of a contributor to pass unnoticed. 

With reference to the last paragraph in the remarks on the 
review, it is necessary to observe, that, independent of the 
numerous errors in the * Bibliotheca,' there are two specific 
charges made against the plan of the work : the first is, that 
the * Bibliotheca' contains a very large amount of useless mat- 
ter ; the second is, that it omits an equally large, or larger, 
amount of matter useful and necessary. And to this last 
charge, it is no answer to say that the work is intended merely 
for a school-book ; for if the charge is true, it is not suitable 
for a school-book, though intended to be a school-book ; and 
further, the authors themselves have fixed the standard by 
which their work may be fairly tested, by telling us, as they do 
in the preface, that the * Bibliotheca Classica' is designed to 
render separate treatises on geography and antiquities quite 
unnecessary. 

* Since writing this article we have learned that the Commissioners are now 
employed in retracting the ground for the purpose of completing the formal and 
ofRctal Map which is to constitute the line of separation between Greece and 
Turkey ; and their labours are expected to be very shortly brought to a close. 
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FRANCE. 

The Royal Printipg Press at Paris, — This establishment is in 
possession of fifty-six distinct sets of Eastern characters, comprising 
all the known styles of writing of the Asiatics, whether ancient or 
modern ; it is also possessed of sixteen sets of characters peculiar to 
those nations in Europe who do not make use of the Latin character 
which we ourselves employ. With regard to the latter, the Royal 
Press has at its command forty-six complete sets, in all their various 
forms and sizes. The whole of these types weigh 875,000 kilo- 
grammes (7387 cwt.) at the least ; and as the characters required 
for an octavo page weigh about 3 kilogr. (above 6 lb.), the establish- 
ment has, in its own stock, the means of composing 7822 octavo 
sheets, which would form nearly 260 volumes, or about 125,000 
pages. The number of presses which it has in use would enable it 
to work off 278,000 sheets, or nearly 580 reams of paper per diem, 
which is equivalent to 9266 octavo volumes, supposing them to 
consist of thirty sheet* each. This prodigious command of means 
places it in a situation to keep 5000 forms of type set up, which are 
called for by the public departments, and in this way to economise 
both labour and expense very essentially. The consumption of 
paper for public purposes which actually takes place in it, year by 
year, amounts to between 80,000 and 100,000 reams, or between 261 
and 326 reams per working day, which are distributed among the 
several public departments and boards. The number of workmen 
commonly employed amounts to about 350. 

Teachers in Elementary Schools. — The master of every such school 
(and one at least is to be established in each district) is nominated 
by the Minister of Public Instruction, and receives, besides a salary 
of 200 francs (8/.) or upwards, certain fees for pupils, as fixed by 
the district authorities, which the collector of taxes levies upon the 
parents. Every individual, too, who has passed his examination as 
teacher, and can produce a certificate of good conduct from the 
mayor of the district, is at liberty to open a school. All towns, pos- 
sessed of a population of more than 6000 souls, are required to 
establish an elementary school of a superior class, and to pay the 
master a salary of 16/. (400 francs) at the least, besides which he is 
entitled to a fixed fee for each pupil. And every department is 



150 JUiscellaneotis. 

required to erect a normal school for the education and formation of 
teachers. 



Law Students, — ^The French schools of law were re-organized 
under the decree of the 15th March, 1904, which laid down certain 
regulations prescribing the subjects to be taught, the courses to be 
pursued, the nature of the examinations to be passed, the degrees 
to be given, &c. The decree requires that all pupils desirous of ob- 
taining a certificate of competency as attorneys (avoues) should 
follow a full year's course of study, and submit to an examination ; 
if desirous of a diploma of licentiate, which is necessary in order to 
obtain admission into the class of barristers {avocats\ they must 
have previously passed through a three years' course of study, and 
four examinations, as well as have held a public disputation ; and 
lastly, if desirous of obtaining the more elevated rank of a doctor, 
they must have pursued a four years' course of study, passed six ex- 
aminations, and held two public disputations. A later law, that of 
the 10th of May, 1806, converted the schools of law into faculties of 
law, and declared them an integral member of the imperial univer- 
sity of France. There are at present nine courses of law delivered 
in the faculty of law at Paris, the ninth being the new course on 
constitutional law; the others treat, 1st. Of the civil code; 2d. Jus- 
tinian's Institutes, or the elements of Roman law; 3d. Civil proceed- 
ings and criminal legislation ; 4th. The Pandects ; 5th. The Com- 
mercial code ; 6th. Administrative (practice oQ law ; 7th. The his- 
tory of law ; and 8th. The law of nations. Nine professors and eight 
adjunct-professors (professeurs suppleans) are attached to this faculty ; 
they are chosen by open competition (concours) ; and the pupils and 
students are in number between 2000 and 250Q. The diplomas 
annually granted are as follows : — Diploma of competency about 
140 ; to bachelors, from 980 to 1000 ; to licentiates about 650 ; and to 
doctors about 25 or 30. One half of them are granted by the school 
of law in Paris ; the remainder by the schools of Aix, Caen, Dijon, 
Grenoble, Poitiers, Rennes, Strasburg, and Toulouse ; the last- 
named university grants about one-third of those emanating from these 
provincial establishments. The amount of fees received by all the 
schools of law in France is about 31,250Z. (781,400 francs) per annum. 

BELGIUM. 

Free University. — In opposition to the exclusively Roman Catholic 
University, which has been opened at Mechlin, subscriptions are 
raising in the Netherlands with a view to found a university in 
Brussels, the benefits of which are to be open to parties of every 
religious persuasion. The first meeting of the Provisional Council 
took place in the Museum at Brussels, on the 8th of August, and 
appointed Mr. H. de Brouck^re their president. It was determined 
at this meeting to circulate twelve hifndred lists for subscriptions 
(scrips for shares), and to divide the council into sections for the 
purpose of forwarding the object iii contemplation >vith as little 
delay as possible. A plan for the general details of management 
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is to be drawn up by Messieurs H. de Brouckere, Delvaux de Salve, 

Dumortier, Laisn^, and Baron, the last of whom has been chosen 

^ secretary. The discussion and settlement of the arrangements con- 

" -^cted with the different faculties have^ been distributed as follows : 

' e faculties of Maw' and ' political science,* Messieurs U. de 
!re, Blargnies, Barbanson, and Verhaegen ; fpr * medicine/ 
ind Guillery ; for the ' sciences,' De Puydt, Dumortier, and 
; and for the ' belles lettres and classics,' Vautier and Baron. 
)intments of professors are to be pnade until the whole ar- 
3nts are completed. 



rsity^ of Mechlin. — A Belgian paper announces that the 
! Ram, a professor in the Ecclesiastical Seminary in Mechlin, 
1 installed as rector of the New Catholic University in that 
ad empowered to nominate all the professors. This indi^ 
\ editor of the * Nouveau Conservateur Beige/ 

HOLLAND. 

ns' Correspondence. — M. Uylenbrock, Professor of Physics 
ronomy in the University of Leyden, has recently published 
irto volumes, containing Huyghens' Correspondence with 
:, L'H6pital, Vaumesle Duilliers, and Hubert Huyghens. 
jority of the letters are in French ; and the remainder in 
The originals are preserved in the Public Library at Leyden. 

GERMANY. 

ADT. — Great improvements have been made of late years in 
establishments for the education of youth. Independently 
ligh School and the Technical Seminary, there are no less 
hteen public and eleven private schools in this small state, 
liber of pupils in the whole of these establishments is 2978. 



SN. — ^The number of students resident in the past winter 
(1833-4) was 362, of whom 50 were not natives of Elec- 

5se ; the remainder consisted of 136 from the province of 

lesse, 102 from that of Starkenburg, and 74 from that of 
Hesse. The population of these provinces is, for the 

1,000 souls; for the second, 257,000; and for the last, 
it follows that the proportions of students from each are, 
Hesse, 1 in every 2000 souls ; in Starkenburg, 1 in every 

id in Rhenish Hesse, 1 in every 2567 : the average for the 

ctorate is 1 in every 2304. 

. <r. — Grammar Schools. — The whole number of these in- 

stitutions in the kiqgdom of Saxony is fourteen ; and at the close of 
1833, they had 81 bead teachers, 66 assistant teachers, and 1847 
pupils, which gives an average of ne^irly 10 teachers and 132 pupils 
to each school. We sul^oin a few particulars of the principal 
schools : — 
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Departures. 













For some 


Glasses. 


Teachers. 


Pupils. 


InaU. 


University. 


Kreisschule (school of the 












circle or department) at 












Dresden . 


5 


15 


350 


79 


35 


Gymnasium at Bautzen 






108 


70 


13 


Do. Zittau 






93 


13 


6 


Lyceum at Aunaberf^ 


3 


6 


76 


15 


5 


Gymnasium at Freyberg 


4 




150 


17 


11 


Lyceum at Zwickau 


4 


6 


50 


23 


6 


Do. Schneeberg 






109 


49 


16 


Gymnasium at Plauen 


3 


8 


151 


30 


11 


St. Thomas' School at 












Leipzig 


6 


11 


168 


18 


18 


St. Nicholas do. do. 






214 


18 


18 ' 



Students* Dress. — ^This part of academical discipline appears 
in past times to have been an object of no small concern to the 
ruling powers. In 1618, for instance, the Elector Augustus required 
the students in his dominions * to make use of respectable clothing' 
{erharer kleidung)^ and prohibited them from ' wearing hacked, 
slashed, or parti-coloured garments;' but he is much more parti- 
cular in the directions which he gives to their teachers, whom he 
thus admonishes : — * The youths are not to be apparelled like 
country boors (Jtandsknechte)^ but in a decent, respectable way ; and 
they are not to wear slashed garments, but such as are worn by 
pious (frommeri) and respectable persons. And they (the teachers) 
are not to allow any among them to appear in slashed and puffed- 
out breeches, hats dangling with feathers, large broad sleeves like 
sacks, or the like.' From another of the orders issued by the same 
prince it may be inferred, that custom and perhaps necessity had 
given even the youngest of his subjects a right to wear arms about 
their persons ; for he says, * none of them shall be permitted to 
carry daggers, and if they bring arms (loehreri) to school with them, 
the teacher must require the same to be delivered up to him, and 
hold /them in safe keeping until the youth leaves the school.' 

The Book Trade. — The Saxon ministry have recently commu- 
nicated to the Committee of German Booksellers at Leipzig, a pro- 
posal laid before the late Congress of Envoys at Vienna and actively 
discussed in it, for placing the book trade of Germany upon a broader 
and securer basis. The proposal assigns the Diet of the Con- 
federation as the court of appeal for any matriculated member of the 
Corporation of United Booksellers, in whose case the laws of such 
body shall have been infringed, and no redress given him by his 
own government. No printer, proprietor of a circulating library, 
author, antiquary, bookbinder, or hawker, is to expose stocks of 
books for sale, or become a publisher. Piracy or the unauthorized 
reprint of books published in Germany is to be abolished. Copyright 
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and protection against piracy are to be secured by the deposit of two 
copies of every work previous to its publication. Any member 
guilty of pirating a work so deposited is to lose his matriculation in 
the corporation for life, to be expelled from it, and to forfeit his 
privileges as a regular dealer : the pirated edition to be confiscated, 
and the offender to be liable to an action for damages. Five years 
are to be allowed for the sale of such works as shall have been pirated 
previous to the establishment of the corporation ; but such works 
not to be allowed to circulate at the Leipzig Book Fairs. The works 
of all authors, who have been dead twenty years, to be deemed public 
property^ and they may be reprinted by any member of the corporation. 
An anonymous work may be reprinted by any member after a lapse 
of twenty years from the date of the last edition upon two months* 
notice of such intention being given. A number of minor regulations 
are proposed, but as they are merely conducive to the better accom- 
plishment of the objects here declared, their recapitulation would 
be uninteresting to a general reader. 

The foundation stone of the new ' Exchange for German Book- 
sellers' was laid at Leipzig on the 26th of October last, by M. von 
Langenau, to whom the task was specially assigned by his Royal 
Highness, the co-regent of the kingdom. Mr. F. Fleischer, one of 
the leading booksellers, delivered an opening speech on the occasion, 
and was followed by Dr. Haase, the rector of the university, and 
other individuals of note. 



GraiiU for the Promotion of Education and Science, — The 
^ Budget for Churches, Academies, and Schools, in the kingdom of 
Saxony* for the present year, contains the following among other 
items : — 
For the University of Leipzig . . Doll. 34,001 or -^4675 

Protestant Churches and Schools 

Catholic ditto 

Deaf and Dumb Schools in Dresden 

Military Seminaries 

Completing the income of schools for 
the education of soldiers* children 

Mining Academy at Freiberg 

Forest Academy and Agricultural 
Institution at Tharaiid 

Academy of Arts in Dresden 

Maintenance of the Galleries and 
Collections in Dresden 

Support of several Societies of Arts, &c. 

Academy of Medicine and Surgery 

Botanical Garden, Dresden 



30,542 

19,415 

300 

34,285 


4199 

2669 

41 

4714 


9,130 
10,032 


1255 
1379 


8,772 
20,043 


1206 
2756 


20,666 

2,800 

16,995 

850 


2841 
385 

2337 
117 




-^28,574 



WuRTEMBERG. — Examination for Admisnon into a University, 
*The regulations for this examination were made public on the 14th 
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of June last, and are to the following effect :-^^ Every individaaU 
without exception, is required to give proof of his knowledge of the 
Latin language both by oral and written translations ; to answer 
questions in pure and applied logic, as well as in ancient and modern 
history and geography ; to solve questions in arithmetic, elementary 
algebra, and geometry (the latter in so far only as the questions 
are comprised in the First Three Books of Euclid) ; and to write a 
paper on given points in religion and morals ; the paper to be written 
in German, and to be taken as evidence of the student's ppwer of 
composition in his mother-tongue. Such students as intend to 
devote themselves to the study of theology, jurisprudence, or medi- 
cine, are to undergo an examination likewise, both orally and by 
written answers, in the Greek language. Candidates for the Church 
are in addition to pass an examination in Hebrew.' 

TpBiNGEN. — During the summer session just elapsed, the number 
of students in this university was 746 ; and of these 101 were not 
natives of the Wiirtemberg dominions. The divinity classes con- 
tained 163 of the Protestant, 169 of the Roman Catholic, and 5 of 
the Jewish persuasion ; the law classes, 82 ; the students in medicine 
and surgery amounted to 165 ; in pharmacy^ 10 ; philosopby^ 106 ; 
and rural, Sfd economy^ 44. 

Nassau. — ^There is an institution for the education of teachers in 
our national schools at Idstein, and every individual who is desirous 
of admission is allowed to enter, let his faith be what it may, provided 
he is a Christian. The prescribed course extends over three years, 
and the pupils are divided into three classes. The subjects of study 
include the doctrines and history of religion, German grammar, 
mathematics, history, natural history, geography and popular astro- 
nomy, psychology, psedagogy, composition, elocution, gymnastic 
exercises, organ -playing, singing, simple book-keeping, writing, and 
drawing ; besides husbandry, which is taught in the practical school 
of agriculture attached to this seminary. But instruction given here 
includes the theory of rural economy as well, together with botany 
and mineralogy, and the rudiments of zoology. Youths are admitted 
into the seminary, provided they are not under sixteen nor above 
eighteen years of age. The number of pupils in it last summer was 
eighty.— S***, 

Jena. — It appears^ from a communication made by M. de la 
Nourrais to the editor of the Revue Germanique, that in the inter- 
val between Easter 1558 and Michaelmas 1786, which comprises a 
period of 228 years, 90,689 students matriculated in this university : 
namely, in the sixteenth century, from 1558 to 1600 — 10,851 ; in 
the seventeenth, from 1601 to 1700 — 39,402 ; and in the eighteenth, 
from 1701 to 1786—40,436. The most flourishing periods in the 
last interval were the years 1711, 1712, 1715, 1717, 1733, and 
1752 ; the least so were 1611, 1626, 1636, 1637, 1640, and 1656. 
In the beginning of the eighteenth century, there were at one time 



Foreign. 155 

400CI Biudents in actual attendance ; during the Seven Years' War, 
the number varied between 1300 and 1400; but in 1778 and the 
following year they declined to their present number of 500 or 600. 

Saxony. — There are fourteen gymnasia in this kingdom, which 
has a population of about 1,500,000 souls ; in Prussian Silesia, where 
the population is about 100,000 more, there are seventeen ; and in 
D.ucal Saxony, where the inhabitants are about 100,000 few^r, there 
are twenty-two. Each high-school in Saxony costs, on the ave- 
rage, about 1200/. a-year,* independently of buildings and fittings. 
The Catholic schools are 11 in number, four of which are at Dresden, 
and the remainder in Leipzig, Chemnitz, Pirna, Zwickau, and Frei- 
berg. All but two of them admit pupils gratuitously, and some are 
wholly supported by individual benevolence and endowments. The 
state does not expend more than about 3200 dollars (480i.) a-year 
upon them. The number of pupils whom they at present educate 
is 1020. 

HANOVER. 

Constitution of the 26^A September^ 1833. — This important docu- 
ment which is become the fundamental law of his majesty's Hano- 
verian dominions, contains the following clauses to which we give 
insertion as coming within] the immediate range of subjects com* 
prehended in this Journal : — ^ Clause 25. The education of the king 
during his minority is, in case the preceding king shall not have 
made any other arrangement, to be directed by his mother, and in 
her default, by his paternal grandmother, provided they have not 
contracted a subsequent marriage in other countries ; and in default 
of these, by the regent and adjunct-councillor (beiratk) of the mi- 
nistry. In like manner the regent is to aid and assist the persons in 
whose province a minor king's education lies, and, in case there 
should arise any differences between such persons and himself, with 
regard to the choice of teachers or the plan of education, his deci* 
sion shall be binding.' The 30th clause enacts, that ' Every inha- 
bitant of the kingdom shall be entitled to full liberty of faith and 
conscience. And he is therefore authorized, as well as every indi- 
vidual in his family, to hold religious exercises under his own roof. 
The members of the Evangelical and Roman Catholic churches 
shall enjoy equal civil and political rights in the state. The king 
enjoys the right of recognising other Christian creeds and sects. 
The adherents of such unrecognised Christian confessions and sects 
shall be allowed the enjoyment of civil rights and private worship. 
Their political rights shall depend at all times upon a special law ; 
the direct sanction of the king is requisite for the public celebra- 
tion of worship. The nature of the rights to which members of the 
Jewish persuasion are to be admitted shall be laid down by a special 
law.* 



Finance, — ^The budget of the ministry for religious matters and 
education for the present year amounts to 98,000 dollars (abou| 
31,500/.) . . 
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Schooli.-^Ii appears by official returns that the actual number of 
elementary schools in the Hanoverian dominions is 3426, and that 
3085 of them belongs to the Protestant and 341 to the Roman Ca* 
tholic persuasion. The income of these schools, independently of 
allowances for lodging^ and fuel, amounts in the whole to 351,544 
dollars, or about 49,750/. sterling. The incomes of 436 of them are 
less than twenty-six dollars each (3/. 12<.)9 ftnd those of 736 between 
26 and 60 dollars (8/. Ss,) each. — Hanover Paper. 

PRUSSIA. 

Examination before MatricuUUion, — ^The minister of public in- 
struction issued a code of regulations in June last, which places the 
examination of young men previously to their matriculating at any 
Prussian university on a new footing. These regulations prescribe, 
that every youth desirous of devoting himself to any particular branch 
of study, for which a three or four years* course of university study is 
laid down, shall undergo a previous examination before a regular 
board of examiners at the gymnasium or high-school of which he is a 
pupil, with a view to ascertain whether he has acquired the requisite 
degree of scholastic knowledge. He is authorised to petition for exa- 
mination during the last three months of the fourth half-year of his 
attendance in the first or highest class. Scholars, however, who 
distinguish themselves by diligence, good conduct, and maturity of 
acquirements, may be admitted to examination in the last three 
months of the third half-year of their attendance in the first class. 
Such as wish to enter a university are to be examined in the Ger- 
man, Latin, Greek, and French languages; but if they intend to 
become candidates for the theological or philological departments, 
they are to be examined also in Hebrew. Further, all of them are 
to be examined in divinity, history combined with geography, mathe- 
matics, natural philosophy, and tlie elements of natural history (no- 
turbe8ckreibung% and philosophical analysis. The range of such 
examination is to be confined to those subjects which form the 
groundwork of the studies pursued in the first class, and it is to be 
so conducted as to afford evidence * of the continued, persevering, 
and successful assiduity of the examined during the whole of his at* 
tendance at the school.' The examination is to be both oral and 
by written answers and theses. With respect to the latter, the can- 
didate is to write a prose theme in his mother-tongue; an extempore 
essay in Latin, and a free version in the same language of some pas- 
sages with which he ought to be familiar ; a translation of some pas- 
sage in a Greek poet or prose-writer, which has not been before him 
at school, though it comes within the range of study assigned to the 
first class ; and a translation from his mother-tongue into French, of 
some didactic piece which is not too intricate in a grammatical point 
of view ; and a mathematical paper which is to contain the solution 
of two geometrical and two arithmetical questions, corresponding 
with the degree of mathematical knowledge which he ought to have 
attained. Candidates intended for the departments of divinity and 
philology are, in addition, to translate some piece in Hebrew, out of 
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the Psalms or the historical part of the Hehrew Bihie, and to add 
a ^ammatical analysis to such translation. The period allowed for 
composing these written papers for the examiners is three days, not 
consecutive ; each of which days must be confined to 8 hours' labour ; 
the German paper to 5 hours, the Latin extempore essay to 2, and 
the Latin version to 5; the translation from the Greek to 3, the 
French to the same number, the mathematical answers to 4, and the 
Hebrew, including the time for writing the paper out in a clear 
hand (reinschrift), 2. No subdivision of these labours is to be per- 
mitted ; i. e. no candidate can write part of a paper in the forenoon, 
and part in the afternoon. No books or other help is to be allowed 
except dictionaries and mathematical tables. The number of candi- 
dates present at oral examinations is never to exceed 12 ; and 
these examinations are to embrace all the subjects mentioned above. 



Silesia. — In the year 1831, this province, which had at that time 
a population of 2,459,789 souls, possessed the following seminaries ; 
namely, 1 university (Breslau), 21 gymnasia, 5 schools for educating 
masters, and 5400 minor schools. 



Bible Societiea. — The Parent Bible Society of Prussia received 
contributions last year to the amount of 7969 dollars (1095/.), and 
circulated 7602 bibles and 371 New Testaments. Since its first 
establishment, this society, in conjunction with its branches, has dis- 
tributed upwards of 630,000 copies of the Holy Scriptures. The 
Bible Society founded by Baron von Canstein, at* Halle, has pub- 
lished altogether 2,754,350 copies of the Bible, of six different ver- 
sions; 120,714 New Testaments with psalters^ 22,000 separate 
psalters; 90,105 copies of the Book of Jesus the sonof Sirach ; 10,350 
of a Bohemian Bible, which is already out of print; and 15,250 copies 
of the New Testament in the Bohemian language. The institution 
at present possesses and employs 10 common presses and 2 worked 
by steam ; and has a regular establishment of between 30 and 40 
workmen and 24 bookbinders. 



Berlin.— The king has granted 16,000Z. (120,000 dollars), over 
and above the annual appropriation, for improving the interior ar- 
rangements of the university buildings ; it being understood that 
the grant is to extend over six years, at the rate of 20,000 dollars 
per annum. 

Population, — Without including the number of individuals, who 
took up their residence in or emigrated from the Prussian dominions, 
and excluding also the principality of Neuchatel, the population of 
this kingdom amounted at the close of last year (1 833) to 13,223,385 
souls. But if the exceptions be included, it may be reasonably esti- 
mated at 13,250,000. 

BAVARIA. 

Examination for admission into High Schools, — If a youth is 
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designed for a learned profession, it is requisite that his should have 
exhibited sufficient talent and information, at the examination which 
he must pass through between his fourteenth and sixteenth year, to 
enable the Board of Examiners, consisting of four or more teachers 
in a gymnasium, to ascertain how far he has given proof that he 
possesses such capabilities as will warrant them in anticipating that 
he will go through the rest of his studies with diligence and effect. 
The preliminary step to admission into our gymnasia is, that a youth 
has duly attended a preparatory course of four years. Boys gene- 
rally enter the preparatory school between the ages of 10 and 14, 
and quit it between those of 14 and 18. They then pass into the 
gymnasium, after having undergone a rigid examination before a 
board of masters on all subjects comprehended In the preparatory 
course. The conditions of this examination are thus laid down in 
the instructions for the board : — " Whoever shall not afford proof, 
in translating from German into Latin, that he possesses sufficient 
acquaintance with the etymology and syntax of the grammar, and 
aptness in applying the rules ; or, in translating from German into 
Greek, that he is deficient in purity of expression and choice of 
words, as well as ignorant of the leading principles of the syntax; 
or, in translating an easy piece of Latin into German, that he is not 
well-grounded in German grammar, especially in orthography and 
punctuation ; and further, whatsoever youth, upon oral examination, 
shall not readily translate from the Classics and other books pre- 
scribed for the upper classes of the Latin school, and shall not evince 
a due acquaintance with such parts of religion, history, geography, 
and arithmetic, as are prescribed for the said school, — shall not be 
admitted into a gymnasium. The members of the board are one 
and all responsible for a rigid and impartial execution of these di- 
rections.' A youth incapable of passing the examination here pre- 
scribed is sent back to continue his studies in the fourth class of the 
preparatory school ; but this is seldom known to occur, except 
where he has been idle, or labours under positive want of ability. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Freiburg. — ^At the very moment when the schools in Lucern and 
Soleure have undergone a diminution of one-third in their number 
of pupils, the Jesuits' academy here has one thousand pupils at least 
under its care. In fact, the college has this year been thrown 
open for youth of all descriptions, and without any exception; 
and most branches of study are taught in one or other of two living 
and popular languages, even some of them in both, French and 
German. Though the income of this seminary amounts, on a 
very moderate computation, to 1600^. (24,000 Swiss francs) a 
year, the Great Council has been induced by their Jesuit friends to 
vote them 238/. (3877 Swiss francs) more, and this at the very time 
when the Council of Education has not been able to obtain above 
160/., say 2400 Swiss francs, towards the support of all the other 
establishments for public instruction existing in this canton; 
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Bern. — ^The third university in Switzerland was opened in tliis 
town in November last, and the arrangements for the Medical school 
have been completed by the appointment of Dr. Mohl of this place 
as Professor of Physiology and Botany, and Dr. Jahn, of Saxe- 
Meiningen, as Professor of Special Therapeutics and Clinical Medi- 
cine ; they are to receive a salary of 160L each. Dr. Theile, of 
Jena, has also been appointed Professor of Anatomy, and Dr. 
Brunner of this town Professor of Chemistry ; both with salaries of 
lObL each. 



Pays de Vaud. — ^The 388 parishes in this canton, the population 
of which is 177,000 soiils, are divided into 162 school districts, which 
contain 625 schools, attended by 21^,651 pupils, or nearly 17 in 
every 100 inhabitants. The sum expended on public education is 
about 76001. (115,000 Swiss francs), to which 3665/. (53,494 fr.) 
have this year been added for the purpose of raising the masters' 
salaries. 



Zurich. — This canton contained, in the scholastic year 1832-3, 
162 school districts, 576 parishes with schools, 393 teachers, and 
49,187 pupils. The total endowment of these establishments was 
257,320 francs, or about 8570/. per annum. 

Zurich, — In March last the number of professors and other 
teachers in this university was 54, and the number of students 164. 
The expenses attending it had amounted to 83,000 Swiss francs, or 
about 5500/. 



ARGOViA.^-The number of elementary schools in this canton in 
the year 1832 was 275; they were conducted by 440 teachers, and 
attended by 33,241 children. 

ITALY. 

Sardinia. — Independently of the University of Turin, which is one 
of the best attended in Italy, there is a university at Genoa, which 
has 29 professorships, and a school of the fine arts, as well as chairs 
of painting, sculpture, architecture, engraving, and the art of em- 
bellishment, a scliool of ship-building, another of navigation, and 
four public libraries. The chief towns in each province possess a 
college with from eight to twelve professors or teachers, who instruct 
their pupils in theology, canon law, civil law, surgery, mathematics, 
geography, rhetoric, and Latin. And there is scarcely a town with- 
out a college of an inferior description, conducted by two or three 
professors, and as many assistants. But the rural population is left 
almost to shift for itself; indeed no country in Europe has greater 
need of a well-devised system of national education than the Sar- 
dinian states. The schools, in the hands of the lay and secular 
clergy, are but so many nurseries for ignorance and superstition. 

State of Education in Savoy. — (From a private letter.) — * Since 
the year 1814 the clergy have contrived to obtain exclusive posses-* 
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Bion of all the colleges and grammar-schools in the country, and to 
eject every lay master or professor from them. There are altogether 
six colleges in this duchy, to which professors, both of the classics 
and philosophy, are attached at the public expense ; but no more 
nor any other sort of philosophy is taught by them than what is 
sanctioned by a government which is content to leave education in 
the hands of narrow-minded ecclesiastics. It really appears to me 
as if the ruling powers conceived that ignorance, or at least the 
smallest possible degree of intelligence, was the surest stay of go- 
vernment ; and if matters go on much longer in their present train, 
the natural result will be that none but the children of individuals 
of a certain income will be permitted to study the higher branches 
of knowledge. The first step towards such a consummation has 
long since been devised ; but the temper of the times has apparently, 
and I am told, really withheld the government from venturing upon 
it. The archbishop of Chambery is its avowed parent ; it was not 
only proposed by him to the late king, Charles Felix, but actually 
embodied in a royal edict and sanctioned by the royal signature ; 
the interposition, however, of a somewhat more enlightened coun- 
cillor happily prevented its promulgation. This precious document 
expressly enacts, that no parent who does not possess a clear income 
of 1000 livres shall be allowed to have his children taught any 
branches of instruction, besides reading, writing, and common arith- 
metic. In the meanwhile, no opportunity of giving the minds of 
the Savoyards a befitting tone is neglected ; among other means 
adopted, a missionary was sent on his travels through Savoy last 
year, for the purpose of warning the people (and I use his own 
words), that ** any one who suffers his children to learn reading and 
writing places the key to every secret sin in his hands," and that 
*' every parent guilty of so horrible an offence will for ever forfeit the 
key to heaven." In connexion with this anti-intellect device, I ob- 
served that the country clergy endeavour to put down all public 
amusements, particularly dancing, for which they entertain a special 
aversion ; and I know from the mouths of the Savoyards themselves, 
that great pains are taken at the confessional to persuade them, that 
there is scarcely a trespass or crime which does not emanate from 
'* the light heel and fantastic toe.'* But the priest is too wary to 
give utterance to such doctrines in populous places or large towns. 
The Roman government has already set the example by excluding 
every young man not posses'^ed of a certain monthly income from 
iheir universities, and requiring, before matriculation, that some re- 
sponsible party should be bound for his good conduct.' — ^A. G. S. 

Naples. — * There are few countries in Europe over which know- 
ledge is less generally diffused than Naples, although it is not de- 
ficient in the machinery of education; for it contains, Sicily in- 
cluded, the three universities of Naples, Palermo, and Catania, 5 
lycea, 11 royal colleges, 708 grammar-schools, in which a smattering 
of Latin is generally acquired, and 2130 elementary schools; but 
the majority of them are wretchedly attended, and the situation of 
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a master is almost become a sinecure. Hopes are, however, enter- 
tained that the present active-minded monarch will not lose sight 
of the intellectual slavery which presses upon his subjects^ and that 
he will ultimately be enabled to break its fetters : but he has to wrestle 
first with ignorance in high places, and next with the contagion 
of bad example arising partly out of the idleness and partly out of 
the immorality of nearly one and twenty thousand pampered members 
of religious orders. He has done much to improve the financial 
state of his kingdom ; he has infused a new spirit into mechanical 
industry and commercial enterprise ; and has shown, on several oc- 
casions, that he considers learning and science entitled to his regard ; 
let him labour strenuously at overcoming the pride and prejudices of 
his nobles and clergy, who are almost the sole proprietors of the soil, 
and he may then become the blessed means of eradicating the moral 
and mental diseases which prey upon the vitals of this fair and 
favoured land.* — Naple9, 2Sth August. 

SPAIN. 

There are schools in abundance in the Spanish metropolis, not 
excepting such as are suited to the capacities of the indigent portion 
of the community, though no one has yet ventured to introduce 
either the Madras or Pestalozzian system into them. Nor is there 
any want of masters for teaching the accomplishments of more re- 
fined life in Madrid. Mixed up with an occasional mathematician, 
naturalist, poet, or scholar, its learned society is deluged with theo- 
logians, though, long as I have resided there, I have never had the 
fortune to hear a good sermon. An elegant observatory, too, 
is near, but for practical science or observations it is almost 
below zero. The best part of the Spanish literature of the present 
day consists of translations from English and French ; the chief 
writers on medical science and pharmacy, chemistry, and natural 
history, the mathematics, and experimental philosophy, who are 
almost wholly of the French ischool, have been well translated in 
Madrid, and their works have been adopted as class-books in most 
seminaries. There is no such thing in this metropolis as a regular 
academy of the arts and sciences, such as exists in almost every 
other capital in Europe, even in Lisbon; a partial substitute is, 
however, to be found in the special academies which have been in- 
stituted for the cultivation of history, philology, political economy, 
medicine, and the fine arts, from which last music, however, forms 
an exception. Our medical practitioners are mostly brought up 
according to the French and English systems, though they are still 
warped by national prejudices. The surgeons are divided into two 
classes; Latin or educated, and non-Latin. The latter, in fact, 
form the confraternity of barbers, blood-letters, and dentists, though 
they practise other branches of the profession which are not within 
their regular sphere of duties. Medical police is more carefully 
looked after in Spain than in most countries, neither worm-doctors 
nor other quacks being allowed to dispense their art or drugs in 
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publie. Madrid is superabundantly provided with churches and 
monastic buildings ; of convents and monasteries, indeed, it pos- 
sesses no fewer than sixty-four: and yet there Is not a really 
handsome or spacious place of worship in the whole town, nor a 
single steeple or tower of any pretensions to architectural beauty. 
The interior of the churches is equally destitute of taste: tiiey 
are overloaded with old-fashioned embellishments, but without 
bench or sitting; the whole congregation stand or kneel, except 
ladies, who are permitted to squat down on mats : there are hosts of 
organs and organists, but few fit to be heard, and the bells are not 
rung by means of ropes, but by cumbersome machinery, which 
carries the bells and their clappers completely round the circle. The 
present school of painting is indifferently good, the painter, as com* 
pared with Murillo, Velasquez, or Mengs, holding much the same 
station as the present state of Spanish literature does when compared 
with the times of Cervantes, Calderon, or Lopey« de Vega. We have 
a few decent engravers, but no first-rate engraver, nor much employ- 
ment for any. There are printing-presses in abundance, but scarcely 
one of them affords a decent livelihood to its proprietor. A foreigner 
has also established a press for printing music ; as yet, however, he 
has not met with much encouragement. We have some excellent 
mechanics here, particularly gold and silversmiths ; but their charges 
are so excessive that, if you lose a key, it is cheaper to buy a new 
lock and key at once, which can be obtained of foreign make for 
less than the cost of a native key. I remonstrated once with my 
locksmith on his overcharge : * I'll tell you the reason,* was his 
reply ; ' abroad, everything is made with machinery, but here every- 
thing is extravagantly dear, and I have to pay my men enormous 
wages.' The commonest bricklayer or carpenter, in fact, earns his 
dollar a day; yet a poor creature of a female drudge in-doors 
scarcely gets three a month. — {Communicated by a many-years* 
Resident in Madrid.) 



Public Instruction, — The following copy of a royal decree is from 
the Madrid Gazette of Sept. 28 : — * With a view to the formation 
of a general plan of public instruction, which may extend the sphere 
of learning and contribute to the propagation of knowledge most 
immediately useful, I deemed it proper to appoint, on the 31st of 
January last, a commission, composed of learned men zealous for 
the advancement of the public welfare; but considering that the 
labours of the said commission ousht to have for their foundation a 
practical knowledge of the present state of public instruction in the 
Kingdom, of the literary establishments, of the effects produced by 
the existing plan of study, and of the means which may be relied on 
for realizing beneficial reforms in this important department, — that 
these indispensable requisites are alone to be found in the board of 
general inspection for public instruction and its subordinate officers ; 
and that, without the aid of the said requisites, it would be hardly 
possible to form a new system of education adequate to the present 
wants of the nation, and calculated to exercise a sufficient in- 
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fluence on the solid instruction of youth and the progress of know- 
ledge, I have decreed, in the name of my august daughter, the 
Queen Donna Isabel II., as follows : — 

• I: The board of general inspection for public instruction is abo- 
lished. 

• 2. A general directory of studies will be established in its stead, 
composed for the present of five regular and two supplementary 
members. 

• 3. Regulates the precedency of members of the commission. 

• 4. The general directory will immediately propose to me, 
through you, the authors whose writings, in their judgment, should 
be employed as text-books in the universities, in order that the 
course which is to open in October next may be read according to 
them, following in all other respects the system and direction of the 
existing plan of studies. 

• 5. The general directory will take cognizance of the state of the 
universities and other literary establishments which have been main- 
tained at the charge of the board of inspection, and supported by 
its revenues and dues, in order that they may accurately calculate on 
ulterior reforms, and on the possibility of carrying them into effect. 
Prom this inquiry the schools for primary instruction are fof the 
present excepted. 

• 6. The general directory will investigate what has been effected 
by the individuals who were charged with the formation of the sys- 
tem of study, on 31st January, and, aided by the knowledge 
and information which the existing state of education may afford 
them, they will form that plan which they may consider the most 
convenient and practicable, in conformity with the rules of experi- 
ence, transmitting the same to me through you for my examination, 
and for the sanction of my royal approbation. 

' To Don J. M. Moscoso de Altamida,' 



The following ' Royal Order* was published in the Madrid Ga^ 
zettCy during the month of September : — * Most Excellent Senior, — 
Her Majesty the Queen Regent, being informed of the happy results 
which have been, and continue to be, produced in the greater number 
of European states, by the great encouragements extended by the 
governments thereof to the Lancasterian mode of public instruction, 
and being convinced that the adoption of this method cannot fail to 
spread primary instruction throughout the whole of Spain, and at 
the same time economise the time of the pupils, and save the people 
a considerable portion of the vast funds employed for this purpose, 
has been pleased to resolve that the commission (of primary instruc- 
tion) should propose, with the shortest possible delay, whatever 
may be thought necessary by them, for the establishment in this 
city of a normal school of mutual education, in which a certain 
number of professors of primary instruction belonging to the pro- 
vinces, or such as aspire to that situation, having made themselves 
practically acquainted with the plan, may establish the same method 
in the remaining capitals, and cause every town gradually to partici* 
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pate in its indisputable advantag^es. Her Majesty also desires that 
the commission should at the proper time accompany their project 
with an estimate of the funds requisite to carry it into effect, formed 
with a view to economy, but without omitting the consideration of 
any expense which may contribute to the better organization of the 
establishment, and thus secure the immediate benefits which it must 
produce, and which her Majesty considers as the origin of many 
others of the highest importance for the promotion of civilization, 
and the consequent improvement of the moral condition of Spa- 
niards.' 



Schools at Menars. — We are glad to have it in our power to 
gratify the interest excited by an article in No. 13 of this Journal, 
respecting the schools established at Menars, by the active exer- 
tions of the Prince Joseph de Chimay. Recent accounts state 
that the enlightened and arduous labours of the prince have, 
within the past year, been attended with many happy results. The 
late director, M. Sauriac, has been replaced by M.Froussard, cheva- 
lier of the legion of honour, and ex-director of the normal school of 
the academy of Paris, than whom a more able man could not have 
been selected fur such an appointment. The Prytaneum now con- 
tains one hundred and twenty pupils, and possesses resources which 
amply assure its independence ; and it is hoped that the school of 
arts and trades will be soon in the same position. The organization, 
also, being more perfect, the system of the institution has been more 
completely developed, and it now comprises a school of commerce 
and of agriculture, a superior school for girls, the school of arts and 
trades, the school of pioneers, an infant school, and primary school 
for girls. The two last are gratuitous, and the whole are connected 
with the Prytaneum, of which they form the first, second, third, and 
fourth divisions. It is in contemplation to publish a statement of 
the progress of the institution, ia which will be detailed the results 
of past experience, and the defects which it is necessary to avoid. 
This will be circulated at a cheap rate, and will be calculated not only 
to serve the cause of education generally, but to satisfy the public 
interest more particularly as to the system pursued at Menars. 

GREECE. 

NAUPLiA.--(From private Notes,) — This town is built in the form 
of an amphitheatre ; the streets are regular, and by no means desti- 
tute of handsome dwellings, many of which might pass for minor 
palaces; and it is lighted at night by hundreds of lanterns, 
which are kept blazing even when the moon is high and bright. 
In comparison with the rest of Greece, Nauplia is well provided 
with literary establishments ; they consist of a military academy, a 
school for the middle classes, five printing-houses, a circulating 
library, several book societies, two lithographical establishments, and 
a bookseller's shop, which does not appear, however, to overflow 
with customers. The * Sotir/ or Saviour, a political and literary 
paper, is published in Greek and French at this place, and much 
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read in every quarter. One of the printing-houses is the property 
of the goyernment, and employed exclusively in printing the govern- 
ment paper ; but of the remaining four, one is by no means at 
full work, though possessed of Greek, French, and German types : 
the other three are employed in printing school and religious books, 
none of which are very good. The expense of printing here is enor- 
mously high, at least double as much as in France or Germany. 
The Greek teachers lay particular stress on teaching boys to pro- 
nounce correctly, according, at least, to their own notion of correct- 
ness, and exhibit a degree of patience at their task which I never 
met with elsewhere. 



National Schools, Sfc, (Syra, 17th July.) — ^The groundwork of 
a system of general elementary instruction has just been laid by the 
enactment of a law, which obliges every tithe-district in Greece to 
establish and maintain a school at its own expense ; the masters are 
to be appointed by the government after a preliminary examination, 
and are to give gratuitous instruction in reading, writing, the rudi- 
ments of modern Greek, arithmetic, geography, history, and natural 
history. The same law establishes also a normal school for the 
education of masters for these national schools, and other teachers. 
Another law has appeared, which directs that, in the Greek metropolis, 
(Athens) there shall be formed an academy of science and the fine arts, 
a university, museum of antiquities, cabinet of coins, natural history, 
and scientific instruments, an atheneeum and an observatory; besides 
other institutions for the encouragement of science and the fine arts 
in general. Establishments of a similar description are, in the 
course of time, to be instituted in the capitals of each department. 
The same law likewise orders that a director-general and local boards 
sliall be appointed in the several departments to superintend and 
keep up all these establishments, as well as to watch over the pre- 
servation of national antiquities. It also prohibits the exportation 
of such antiquities in the strictest manner, and lays down certain 
measures to be adopted in this respect which are likely to prove 
very efficacious. 

We regret that we became acquainted but a short time since with 
a little pamphlet entitled * Zur Topographic Athens. Ein Brief 
aus Athen und ein Brief nach Athen, von Dr. P. G. Forchhammer 
und K. O. Miiller, GOtt. 1833,' which contains some very valuable 
and original observations on the chorography of Attica; and, 
although these letters are no novelties in Germany, we think our 
readers will not be sorry to hear Dr. Forchhammer's ingenious me- 
thod of restoring the name of Lycabettus to a more dignified moun- 
tain than that which has been hitherto honoured with the name. Dr. 
Forchhammer tells Mr. Muller that it occurred to him, as he went 
up from the Peiraeus to the city, that the dr^iog rtwpytoc? which has 
hitherto gone by the name of Anchesmus, must be the ancient Lyca- 
bettus, both on account of the N.E. position with regard to the 
Acropolis, suggested by his very probable etymology of the word, 
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and also because Strabo calls the Lycabettus one of the Spta, a Iv ^v^ 
^an fuiXurra icTTi, a remark which would hardly apply to the little 
elevation hitherto known by that name ; and then proceeds to ad- 
duce the ancient authorities wliich are in favour of the new, and 
against the old, supposed site of the mountain. In the first place, 
when Plato in his * Critias,' p. 1 12, A., talking of the boundaries of the 
Acropolis, makes the Lycabettus the boundary U rov Karavrucp^ rij^ 
UvKvig, he clearly means by that name the HywQ Tci^pytoc* For, had 
he intended to add another boundary on the same side as the Pnyx, 
he would certainly have mentioned the hill of the Museium, rather 
than an insignificant elevation hardly separated from the Pnyx. 
Again, Antigonus the Carystian (de Mirabilibus, c. xii. p. 22, 
Beckmann) tells us, that * as Athena was bringing Lycabettus from 
Pentele (or Pallene) as a protection for the Acropolis, she was in- 
formed by a crow that Ericthonius was iv ^vtptpy whereupon the 
goddess, unfortunately too soon, set down the mountain where 
it now stands.' Hence it appears, that Mount Lycabettus was 
east of the Acropolis, and just so far off that it was not, indeed, 
a protection for the Acropolis, but excited a wish that it had 
been near enough to be one. Dr. Forchhammer's next proof is, we 
think, conclusive. It is founded on Theophrastus (de S ignis Vento- 
rum, c. i. § 4. p. 783, Schneider), who says, that Matricetas in Me- 
thymna used Lepetymnus — Cleostratus in Tenedos, Ida — and Phaei- 
nus in Athens, Lycabettus, as gnomons to obtain a knowledge of the 
summer- solstice, which Meton received from Phaeinus, and so set 
forth the cycle of nineteen years. Now, Ida lies in respect to Tene- 
dos just in the direction where the sun must rise, with regard to that 
island, at the time of the summer-solstice ; and Lepetymnus, as ap- 
pears from Theophrastus, was necessarily E.N.E. from Methymna : 
consequently Lycabettus lay E.N.E. from the Pnyx, where stood 
Meton's observatory ; and, therefore, must be the fiywc Ttiapytog, — 
an inference which is confirmed by an etymology suggested by 
Dr. Forchhammer and approved by Mr. Muller, p. 18, who calls 
Dr. Forchhammer's derivation of the word from XvKdtag, not only in- 
genious but self-evident. Besides, Strabo not only makes the Lyca- 
bettus one of the five mountains, rwv Iv dvofian, but also (X. 2) sets 
in juxtaposition 'lOam/v koI K^piror, 'A9rjvac Kal AvKatriTTbv, "PdSop ical 
*Ara€vptVf and AcuetSatfiova Kai Tavyerov : and the little hill north of the 
Pnyx was surrounded with buildings; whereas, it is said in the 
second Dialogue of^schines (Plato, Bekkeri, pars iii. vol. iii. p. 556), 
that the house of Polytion would be as useless a possession among 
the Scythians, as Mount Lycabettus is at Athens. If we add to these 
testimonies the remark in Xenophon s (Economics, (xix. 6), and 
the words in Aristoph. Ran. 1056 (1084), 

»/v ovv (TV Xsyyg AvraSijrro^c 
Kal Hapva(r<T&v rjfiiv fieysQiif 

we shall feel quite convinced with Mr. Miiller, p. 17, that Dr. Forch- 
hammer has beyond all doubt placed Mount Lycabettus on the site 
which belongs to it. With regard to the now displaced Anchesmus, 
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Dr. Porchhammer thinks that, if it is to be sought for on the Athens* 
side of the Hymeltus, it can hardly be any other than the little 
mountain which has hitherto borne the name of Brilessus. 

The other observations in the Doctor's letter, and the very sen- 
sible remarks in Mr. Miiller's reply, are well worthy the attention 
of the student, whom we must, however, refer to the letters them*, 
selves for these the less important part of their contents. 

RUSSIA. 

Riuiian Conversations- Lexikon, — ^An association of native RuS" 
sians, comprising the most eminent literary and scientific persons 
in the country, has been formed for the purpose of translating the 
German Conversations-Lexikon on a very extended plan, as to 
every subject connected with the Russian empire. With this view, 
the members of the association, who are said to be sixty in number, 
have divided themselves into twenty sections, each of which is to 
undertake some separate branch of the work. They entertain an 
expectation, that this valuable addition to Russian literature may 
be completed in six years. 

Tke Oriental Languages, — ^The celebrated Armenian Institution 
in Moscow for teaching the oriental languages, which was founded 
by John and Joachitn Lasarew in 1816, has formed upwards of 
three hundred orientalists^ and up to the present time has cost alto* 
gether 900,000 roubles, or about 41,200/. sterling. 

University ofKiew. — ^The solemn inauguration and opening of 
the new University of St. Vladimir took place on the 27th of July 
last, and the first members admitted were so admitted on this occa- 
sion by the conferring of diplomas of honour : they were Eugenius, 
the metropohtan of the diocese, Field-Marshal Prince von der Osten- 
Sacken, and Count Levatscheff, the governor-general of the province. 
The second of these high personages then rose and presented swords 
to the students, who had entered their names for matriculatioui 
The sum assigned by the government for covering the yearly ex- 
penses of the university is 248,390 roubles, about 11,400/., and the 
remuneration to be paid the processors and others has been placed 
on the following footing : — a professor in ordinary for salary and 
lodging, about 205/. a year (4500r.); a professor extraordinary, 
155/. (3400r.); an adjunct professor, 106/. (2300r.) ; a lecturer, 
91/. (2000r.) ; and each of the two professors of divinity and eccle- 
siastical law, 106/. (2300r.) ; towards establishing a fund for allowing 
pensions to professors, lecturers, and teachers of drawing, their 
widows and children, a sum of 10,000 roubles (about 457/.) is to be 
appropriated. The following chairs are to be instituted, namely, 
in the Faculty of Philosophy ^—^^ Section 1.* Philosophy, Greek Lite- 
rature and Antiquities, Roman Literature and Antiquities, Russian 
Literature, General and National History, and Statistics ; ' Section 2J 
Pure and Mixed Mathematics, Astronomy, Physics and Experi- 
mental Philosophy, Chemistry, Mineralogy and Geognosy, Botany, 
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Zoology, Technology, Husbandry, Forest Economy, and Archi- 
tecture. And in the Faculty of Juritprudence^ — General Systenoatic 
Review of the Science of Law, or what is called Encyclopedia of 
the Laws ; the Constitutional and Administrative Laws of the 
Russian Empire, and Social Law ; Russian Civil Law, including 
the laws respecting credit, trade, and manufactures^ as well as the 
provincial laws of particular governments ; Russian Criminal Law, 
Police Law, Laws concerning the Expenditure and Finances of the 
State, Roman Law in connexion with its history. For these several 
series of lectures it is intended that 15 professors in ordinary, 4 
professors extraordinary, and 6 adjuncts shall be appointed. Lec- 
turers will be nominated for the Polish, French, German, and 
Italian languages. The lectures are divided into half-yearly courses, 
but a full course of study requires four years for its completion, the 
last of which, particularly with reference to the crown students, (young 
men educated for the civil service or intended for the profession of 
public teachers at the expense of the crown,) may be devoted to the 
study of any special branch of knowledge. There is to be a yearly 
examination of the students, and at the close of the full course a final 
examination, the details of which are to be laid down by the Minister 
of Public Instruction. The degrees which the university is empowered 
to grant are those of Candidate (or Bachelor), Master, and Doctor ; 
and the student who is desirous to take a Doctor's degree will be re- 
quired to defend a dissertation, previously published by him, in open 
hall. If it concerns any ancient literature it must be written in Latin. 
All crown students (of whom there are to be 50 at Kiew, 26 for the 
department of education and 24 for the civil service) are required, 
upon quitting the university, to serve six years in those stations to 
which they have been appointed. The Board of Schools forms a 
section of the University Council, and this board is to direct and 
control the studies pursued in the various seminaries within its 
jurisdiction, which, by a recent ukase, embraces the districts of 
Volhynia, Podolia, Kiew, and TshernigofF. The general super- 
intendence of the university is vested in the Curator, whose duty it 
is * to watch vigilantly that all parties subordinate to him perform 
their duties conscientiously ; to direct his particular attention to the 
capabilities, zeal, and private conduct of the professors and other 
officers, and to adopt instant measures for the suppression of dis- 
orders of any kind whatsoever. His place of residence must be 
Kiew, and whilst he is absent for the purpose of inspecting the 
schools in the districts, or if he be indisposed, the rector of the 
university is to act in his stead.' 



Travelling Scholars. — ^There are at present 27 young men, who 
have been educated in Russia, now travelling in various parts, at 
the expense of the Russian government, for the purpose of com- 
pleting their education. Of 5 philologists, 4 are at Berlin and i at 
Leipzig; of 3 Orientalists, 1 is in England and 2 in Constantinople ; 
of 8 medical students, 6 are in Berlin, 1 at another German univer- 
§ity, a^d 1 in EngUnd; 1 is studying history and another the 
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mathematics at Berlin ; 2 are studying botany at Vienna ; 3 are 
studying diplomacy and the political sciences, and 2 the law at 
Berlin ; and 1 is studying painting in Italy. 

The Kuhatshine Republic. — ^The four villages of Kubatsha, Surar- 
killy, Shirilly, and Aroisgally, with the lands pertaining to them, 
form the little republic of Kubatsha (improperly called Kabusha) in 
the regions of the Caucasus. This petty state lies between the two 
circles of Saragi and Kabadaria, in the Akushan dominions, the 
government of which is at present in the hands of Kadi-Machmed, 
a Mohammedan ecclesiastic. According to the tradition prevalent 
among the Kubatshaus, their ancestors came from Frankistan, that 
is to say, the west of Europe, many centuries ago, and made exten- 
sive conquests in the countries about the Caucasus ; but their de- 
scendants have been stripped of all of them except the three 
villages which we have mentioned ; and, in fact, they are still treated 
as a conquered people. About'six hundred years ago the Kubatshans 
embraced Mohammedanism, and have ever since continued to be 
zealous followers of the Prophet and his doctrines. This little com- 
monwealth was not tributary to any foreign power until the year 
1821, when Prince Madatoff, the Russian general, imposed a yearly 
tribute of four hundred ducats upon it, in consequence of the secret 
aid it lent to the Kasikumuckish rebel, Surchai-Chan. In this way 
it is partially become a dependency of Russia ; but in every other 
respect, the people are in the full enjoyment of their own customs 
and usages, and, notwithstanding their Mohammedan tenets, have 
rigidly preserved their earlier habits, which bear evident trace of an 
European origin. The inhabitants of Surarkally, Shirilly, and 
Amisgally, though not positive slaves^ are excluded from all popular 
assemblies. Those of the first of these villages employ themselves 
in making earthen vessels of all kinds ; the Shirilly men are agri- 
culturists, and the people of Amisgally manufacture excellent 
steel ware. The females assist in (he various labours performed by 
the men ; there are about fifty families in each village, of the Lesghis 
tribe; but whether they pay any tribute or not to the Kubatshans 
it has not hitherto been possible to induce them to say. The village 
of Kubatsha contains between four and five hundred families, di- 
vided into twenty-five clans. Ten elders, whose station answers to 
what we should term senators (or oligarchs), and is hereditary, form 
a standing body of nobility ; they assemble once a year, and elect as 
many judges as there are clans, on whom the task of giving judg- 
ment in all contested cases devolves. In cases of importance, or 
on any occasion where either party is dissatisfied with the judgment 
given, the ten elders meet, and their award is irrevocable. In the 
event of dissensions in the three vassal villages, the whole twenty-five 
judges or heads of clans repair to the spot, and pronounce their deci- 
sion after inquiry into the circumstances. The proceedings are oral, but 
the decision is framed according to certain ancient dicta and customs, 
which are recorded in a large book. The language spoken by the 
Kubatshans is perfectly upiutelligible, not only to any of the Can-* 
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casian tribes* but even to the people of the three villages. It has 
imbibed, it is true, many of the qualities peculiar to the mountain 
dialects, but appears to be of easier flow than the language spoken 
either by the Avari or Lesghis of Daghestan. It is a guttural lan- 
guage even in its softer intonations. The code of laws seems to be 
written in their own tongue but in Tartar characters ; and their 
intercourse with the neighbouring Tartars has introduced several of 
their words into the language. The following words and phrases 
are taken from it : — * allah saW for God ; * the adamS,* man ; gall, 
a man ; chunul^ a woman ; iissii, a girl ; kaaka, a stone ; Hckiii, 
water ; tulud, bread ; much^ iron ; shin^ water ; outshA, water ; 
88a, one ; qua, two ; av, three ; aug, four ; chu, five ; eck, six ; va, 
seven, pronounced almost like ua ; ka, eight ; utshu, nine ; wig^ 
ten ; witknsa, eleven ; witkuqua, twelve, &c. ; ha, twenty, almost 
likegra; aw-tahl^ thirty; aug-zahl, forty; dash, a hundred ; oau, 
a thousand ; gall wa schian, come here, servant ; thsi na okullin, 
where art thou going ? oda mi vi kuldb, I love thee ; oda mi autsha, 
I do not love thee ; bequisi saaka, bring me some food ; shin 
deitshi hacka, bring me water to drink ; kaaka saaka^ bring me a 
stone. They usually lay the accent on the last syllable, and in con- 
versation dwell with a drawling emphasis on the last word in a 
sentence. The males employ themselves in manufacturing iron, and 
the females in domestic labours and weaving cloth. The Kubatshan 
muskets, pistols, and daggers are in great request ; nor is their 
cloth of bad quality. If a male has learned no mechanical art, and 
is not rich or adventurous enough to engage in trade, he sits the 
whole day long in the mosque, and gives at least a tinge of piety to 
his indolence. His wives, of whom the Koran allows him to possess 
four, are bound to feed him. — [The length of the details trans- 
mitted to us on the subject of this hitherto unknown commonwealth 
compels us to postpone the remaining portion of them to our next 
Number.] 

DENMARK. 

Establishments for Education, — Denmark cannot have less than 
2,000,000 inhabitants at the present day, among whom the num- 
ber of children of all ages fit to be instructed may be estimated at 
300,000. It possesses 2 universities, Copenhagen and Kiel, the 
former attended by 800 students, and the latter by 300 ; 27 gram- 
mar schools, containing 1400 pupils ; and 4600 elementary schools, 
of which about 3000 are on the principle of mutual instruction, 
attended altogether by 278,500 pupils. Besides these establish- 
ments there are 2 asylums for the deaf and dumb (in Copen- 
hagen and Schleswig), 2 seminaries for the education of teachers, 
and 2 academies for cadets. A general code of regulations for 
schools has existed since the year 1817. It appears also that the 
various school-houses are in general in a satisfactory condition, 
and that the remuneration paid to masters is on the whole sufficiently 
liberal. 
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TURKEY. 

Education. — ^The study of philosophy, so far as regards metaphysics 
and logic, is by no means neglected among the Turks, but it is pur- 
sued to a very limited extent ; this must be obvious when we come 
to consider that the pursuit has always been rendered subordinate 
to a religious code which materializes the intellectual world, not 
only with respect to the world which we inhabit, but even the enjoy- 
ments of Paradise itself. As to logic, which they figuratively term 
the ' science of balancing,' their good sense teaches them, however 
well they may be acquainted with its subtleties and resources, to lay 
but slender stress upon the use of it. On this subject the Turk 
broaches a maxim, which might come into common use with much 
benefit to ourselves : * Do good to all the worlds and avoid disputing 
with the ignorant.^ Though metaphysics and logic are held in slight 
esteem among Eastern nations, the science of morals on the other 
hand, or rather its precepts, is raised to the skies. In no other 
quarter is it arrayed in so splendid, attractive, and insinuating 
a garb. One cannot read the Turkish poets and historians, or 
the delightful outpourings of a Djami, Saadi, or Hafiz, by whom 
Persia has been raised to immortal fame, without concluding that 
lessons of so sublime a nature, as those which they inculcate, must 
be the type of a state of society which has attained to the highest 
degree of virtuous principle ; but — I need not tell you what these 
Easterns actually are. The Turkish S}stem of instruction is divided 
into three degrees. The * mekteb/ or primary schools, are spread 
throughout the empire. There are about twelve hundred of them in 
Constantinople, and in some parts of the town you will find as many 
as twelve or fifteen in a single quarter. Every one of these schools 
owes its origin to some pious endowment ; for it is not the ruling 
powers, but religious fervour which provides in Turkey for the 
exigencies of public education. The * medress^s' or colleges are 
similarly maintained at the expense of the Mosques. The instruc- 
tion which is given in them being gratuitous, the children of the 
poor as well as the rich are enabled to receive those elements of 
knowledge which society owes to every member of it. It were much 
to be desired that, in this respect, we should not allow the Turks to 
be so much beforehand with us. At a more advanced age the dis- 
tinction of classes depends, naturally enough, upon the wants and 
means of families themselves. But no better beginning or in- 
troduction to life could be devised than these primary schools, 
where all classes are intermingled, where every child's mind receives 
a religious impress which does not wear away, and where each pupil 
gains something by contact with his neighbour. The Turk is so 
sensible of the advantage thus acquired, that the wealthiest among 
them would feel repugnant to admit a * kodja,* or master, under his 
roof; in this matter, indeed, he adheres as inflexibly as in many 
others to the adage which is accepted amongst all his brethren, 
' One must do as the rest of the world does.' As no instruction is 
to be found elsewhere than in the mekteb and medres$($s, and the 
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whole system is subordinate to the religious code, it produces com- 
plete harmony of mind and action in the community at large, and 
imparts a uniform aspect to the whole nation. They know nothing 
of an academical clique, nor of what is extravagantly called amongst 
ourselves * freedom of education.' Whoever has the means at his 
disposal is at liberty to set up as teacher. The Turk does not pretend 
to make philosophers and philanthropists of his children ; but he 
makes them Turks, and this it is which has hitherto preserved them 
as a compact whole. If it be asked, whether the spirit of reform 
will find its way into the Turkish schools, it may be replied, that it 
is indisputably the Sultan's interest that it should ; otherwise his 
labours will perish with him and be buried with the existing gene- 
ration. Hitherto the mekteb and medresses have succeeded tolerably 
well in warding oiF all innovations. — (^Michaud et Povzelat, Cor- 
respondance de l^Orient, 1830 — 1831, 2d and 3d vols. publ. 1834.) 

AMERICA. 

University of the City of New York. — The present, term of the 
university commenced on Monday last, previous to which fifty-seven 
applicants for admission had presented themselves. Others, we are 
told, are still to be examined; and from present appearances the 
accession at the commencement of this year will be much greater 
than at any previous time since the university has been opened. 

Among the young gentleme?i received is Mr. Christopher Oscanean 
from Constantinople. Mr. Oscanean is an Armenian by birth, is 
already well versed in several languages, and has come out to com- 
plete a liberal education in the university. We hope he may be the 
forerunner of many others who may hasten to our shores on a like 
errand. 

We congratulate the friends of learning on the highly prosperous 
condition of this noble institution. By looking over a list of the 
officers, it will be seen that the several professorships are filled by 
talent of unusual excellence and variety, and that the council are 
extending the means of instruction, not only in general literature, 
but in arts and sciences, with much spirit and liberality. The officers 
are as follow: — Rev. J. M. Mathews, D.D., Chancellor; Rev. H. 
P. Tappan, Professor of Belles Lettres, and Lecturer on Moral 
Philosophy ; R. B. Patten, Professor of Greek ; Rev. John Proudfit, 
Professor of Latin ; C. W. Wackley, Professor of Mathematics ; W. 
A. Norton, acting Professor of Astronomy and Natural Philosophy ; 
Lewis C. Beck, Professor of Chemistry and Botany ; D. B. Douglas, 
Professor of Architecture and Civil Engineering ; S. F. B. Morse, 
Professor of the Literature of the Art of Design ; L. D. Gale, acting 
Professor of Geology and Mineralogy ; Rev. George Bush, Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew ; Rev. William Ernenspeutch, Professor of Ger- 
man ; C. L. Parmentier, Professor of French ; Charles Rabadan, 
Professor of Spanish ; L. L. Da Ponte, Professor of Italian. — From 
the Ntw York Commercial Advertiser, Oct. 9, 1834. 
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AFRICA. 

Algiers. — ^Three schools on the system of mutual instruction, and as 
many classes in Arabic, are at this moment in full activity within 
the circuit of the regency. There are a number of Moorish children 
from Oran and Bona, who also attend the elementary schools. 
Professors, chosen by open competition, will very soon be appointed 
to the three chairs of Arabic. The education of the natives forms, 
indeed^ a leading point in the system laid down by the French go- 
vernment, and it is but justice to say of the local authorities, that 
they lose no opportunity of seconding the impulse given from head- 
quarters. Besides these establishments, some private individuals 
have, with the full consent of government, set on foot several 
Moorish and Jewish schools, in which the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures and the Koran, and instruction in writing Arabic, are all 
that is at present attempted. Surely these beginnings area favour- 
able omen for this new theatre of European exertion. In ad- 
dition, it has been settled, that classes are to be opened next year 
in mathematics, Greek, and Latin ; besides a course of practical 
geometry and design, adapted to the comprehension of mechanics, 
&c. It is also said to be in contemplation to found a superior 
seminary in Algiers, on the plan of the Royal Colleges in France. 
A complete and accurate alphabet of the Mogrebin characters in use 
upon this spot has been collected, and it is intended to have a fount 
of types cast from it at Paris. A fount cast from the most perfect 
manuscript letters, such as are employed in every-day writing, is also 
to be prepared at the same time. 

Children's Friend Society, — In our Number for April last, we 
noticed the Annual Report of this Society, then conducted under 
the name of the Society for the Suppression of Juvenile Vagrancy ; 
the office of which is at Exeter Hall, Strand, and the establishment 
at Hampton-Wick. The Society have since that time received re- 
turns from the Cape of Good Hope communicating the establishment 
in that colony of the boys and girls since sent thither. These returns, 
which they have printed, give a total of 204 boys and 18 girls com- 
fortably settled in that colony, independently of those sent to the Swan 
River and to Canada, from whence the returns have not yet been re- 
ceived. The experiment appears to have been very successful, as 
will appear from the following extract from the South African Conu 
mercial Advertiser^ published at Cape Town, July 2, 1884. 

'We feel much pleasure at being able to inform our fellow 
Colonists that the Scheme for supplying them with young Appren-* 
tices as Agricultural Labourers, Domestic Servants, &c., of which 
we have so often spoken, is now fully matured, and the inhabitants 
of this Colony have it now in their power to obtain any number of 
such Apprentices of both sexes, by applying to the " Committee for 
Apprenticing Juvenile Emigrants in Cape Town.*' 

'The Society in England, from which this Committee receives 
these Juvenile Emigrants, having enlarged its plan, so as to em- 
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brace destitute children of every age, and formed establishments in 
which they can be educated and trained in habits of industry, order, 
and virtue, has adopted the title of the " Children's Friend Society.'' 

' In these Asylums a rnild system of discipline has been adopted, 
from which, so far as it has been tried, the happiest effects have re- 
sulted. Youths who were found to be utterly immoveable by seve- 
rity of demeanour and corporal punishment, have in many instances 
been shaken, and completely subdued by kindness and sympathy. 

^ When the first divisions of these Emigrants were landed here last 
year, an opinion was entertained by some, originating in the former 
title of the Society — **For the Suppression of Juvenile Vagrancy" 
— that most, if not all, of them had been guilty of, some crime or 
delinquency. And it is true that, of many of them, the Society in 
London could only say that they knew nothing, except that they 
were found in a state of destitution. Their future conduct was 
therefore a subject of deep anxiety with the Committee in Cape 
Town, and they pressed on the attention of the Society in London 
the superior advantages likely to be secured to the public, both at 
home and in the Colonies, by receiving destitute children into their 
Asylums, if possible before they had been forced by their unhappy 
circumstances into vicious courses, and to send none to the Cape 
beyond the age of fourteen years for Boys, and twelve for Girls, 
unless particularly applied for by individuals, and that a certificate 
of character should be transmitted with such as had been for any 
time under their protection. With these views the Society have sig- 
nified their cordial concurrence, and the most satisfactory testi- 
monials of character and behaviour have been received along with 
the last division which has just been distributed. 

* It is but justice to these Children, however, to add, that though 
no fewer than 174 have been apprenticed during the last twelve 
months, not a single case of theft, violence, or outrage, on the pari 
o/ ^^y one of them, has been brought under the cognizance of the 
Magistrate, During the first two or three months a few cases of 
desertion occurred ; but this was easily checked, as it seems to have 
arisen entirely from the novelty of their situation, and a want of 
sympathy with the strangers among whom they were thus suddenly 
placed ; and from all we have seen and heard on the subject, we are 
able to say that their conduct has been not only blameless but ex- 
emplary. 

* With a view to their further improvement, the Committee have 
engaged a Teacher to give instruction to such of theih as their 
masters can spare for that purpose for one hour in the evenings of 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday each week, from eight till nine 
o'clock. This School will be opened this evening. 

' As we consider this method of introducing Labourers and Do- 
mestic Servants into the Colony the most likely to prove beneficial 
in every aspect in which it can be viewed, that has yet been sug- 
gested, we offer no apology for the length to which our remarks 
upon it have run whenever we have had occasion to refer to it. To 
relieve the distress of those who are suflTering for the faults or in 
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consequence of the misfortunes of their parents — ^to snatch from the 
jaws of a cruel death by cold, want, and hunger, or from the gulph 
of moral perdition, more to be deplored than the cruellest of deaths, 
the orphan or deserted children of an over-crowded population — is 
an undertaking* to which none can be indifferent ; and when, by thus 
affording exercise to the best feelings of the heart, we see the certain 
prospect of securing an incalculable sum of good to our fellow colo- 
nists, we contemplate the whole scheme with unmingled satisfaction 
and delight.' 

South African College, — ^This iuittitution has been placed under 
the protection of the British government by the admission into 
the council of two directors, who are to be appointed by his 
Majesty. 
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UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE. 

Oxford f Oct. 8. — This day the Rev. George Rowley, D.D, and 
Master of University College, having been re-nominated by the Duke 
of Wellington as Vice-Chancellor of the University, took the oath of 
office in convocation. 

Nov, 29. — ^Nomina Candidatorum Termino Michaelis, A.D. 1834, 
qui honore digni sunt habiti, in unaquaque classe secundum ordinem 
alphabeticnm disposita. 

In Literis Humanioribus, Classis 1. — Barnes, Carolus, e C.C.C. ; 
Dale, Henricus, e Coll. Magd. ; Daman, Carolus, eColl. Magd.; 
Godfrey, Daniel R. e Coll. Reg. ; Hussey, Gulielmus, e Coll. Ball. ; 
Hyman, Orlando H. B. e Coll. Wadh. ; Woolcombe, Henricus, ex 
iEde Christi. 

Classis 2. — Brancker, Thomas, e Coll. Wadh. ; Bruce, Hon. 
Fredericus Gul. Adolp. ex iEde Christi ; Davies, Nathaniel, e Coll. 
Peii.b. ; Govett, Robertus, e Coll. Vigorn. ; Gunner, Gulielmus H. 
e Coll. Trin. ; Morris, Joannes B. e Coll. Ball.; Owen, Lewis W. 
e Coll. Ball. ; Pocock, Nicolaus, e Coll. Reg. ; Stupart, Gustavus F. 
e Coll. Exon. ; Ward, Gulielmus G. e Coll. Line. ; Wilson, Joannes, 
e C.C.C. ; Wing, Joannes G. e. Coll. Univ. 

Classis 3. — Allen, Thomas, e Coll. Ball ; Black, Patricius, ex 
Mde Christi.; Blencowe, Thomas, e Coll. Wadh. ; Boyce, Henri- 
cus Le Grand, e Coll. Vigorn. ; Bright, Joannes E. ex ^Ede Christi ; 
Dewar, Edvardus H. e Coll. Exon. ; Faber, Joannes C. ex ^de 
Christi; Fortescue, Robertus H. e Coll. Exon. ; Hanmer, Thomas, 
e Coll. ^u. Nas. ; Jackson, Thomas, ex Aul. B. M. V.; Johnson, 
Jacobus T. e. Coll. D. Jo. Bapt.; King, Bryan, e Coll. -^n. Nas. ; 
Kitson, Ellis P. e Coll. Ball. ; Law, Georgius S. e Coll. Oriel ; 
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Moze]ey, Jacobus B. e Coll Oriel ; Pclly, Theophilus, e C.C.C. ; 
Slight, Henricus, e C.C.C..; Talbot, Hon. Gul. C.ex Mde Christi; 
Vaugrhan, Jacobus, e Coll. Vigorn. ; Waller, Stephanus R. e Coll. 
JEn, Nas. ; Webster, Josephus, e Coll. Trin. ; West, Washbourne, 
e Coll. Line. ; Woolcombe, Gulielmus W. e Coll. Exon. 

Classis 4. — Austin, Robertus R. ex ^de Christi ; Butler, Daniel, 
e Coll. Line. ; Cookes, Denham C. J. e Coll. Vigorn ; Coxe, Hen- 
ricus J. T. eCoU. D. Jo. Bapt. ; De Salis, Gulielmus A. e Coll. 
Oriel ; Domville, Jacobus G. ex Mde Christi ; Emerson, Alexander 
L. e Coll. Pemb. ; Hall, Henricus, ex Mde Christi ; Jeans, Guliel- 
mus e Coll. Wadh ; Mayne, Henricus B. ex ^de Christi j Morris, 
Johannes, e Coll. Jesu ; Newton, Gulielmus, e Coll. Ball. ; Oswell, 
Henricus L. ex iEde Christi ; Owen Jacobus R. e. Coll. Jesu ; Pell, 
J. e Coll. Exon. ; Radcliffe, Carolus E. e Coll. Mn. Nas. ; Ryder, 
Gulielmus, D. e Coll. Exon. ; Sidney, Johannes, e Coll. Mn. Nas. ; 
Spry, Arturus, B. e. Coll. Trin. ; Sykes, Josephus, e Coll. Oriel ; 
Vine, Marshall H. e Coll. Univ. ; Whatman, Jacobus, ex ^de 
Christi. ; Wheeler, David, ex Aul. S. Edm. , Wrench, Henricus O. 
e. Coll. Vigorn, 

Augustus Short, 1 
Gul. Hayward Cox, I Ezaminatores in 
Georgius Moberly, I Literis Humanioribus. 
E. W. Head, ] 

Oxford, Dec. 15. — Nomina Candidatorum Termino Michaelis, 
A.D. 1834, qui honore digni sunt habiti, in unaquaque classe se- 
cundum ordinem alphabeticum disposita. 

In Disciplinis Mathematicis et Physicis, Classis 1. — Ansticej 
Robertus Ricardus, ex .^de Christi ; Jeffray, Gulielmus Lockhart, 
e Col. Ball. ; Pocock, Nicholas, e Col. Reg. 

Classis 2. — Ward, Gulielmus Georgius, e Col. Line. ; Woolcombe, 
Henricus, ex Mde Christi. 

Classis 3. — Brancker, Thomas, e Col. Wadh. ; Domville, Jaco- 
bus Graham, ex ^de Christi; Kitson, Ellis Puget, e Col. Ball. ; 
Slight, Henricus S., e C.C.C. 

Classis 4. — Vine, Marshall Hall, e Col. Univ. 

A. Neate, lExaminatores in Dis- 

G. R. Browell, > ciplinis Mathemati- 
G. H. S. Johnson, J cis et Physicis.. 

Dec. 4.— ^The convocation voted 50/. from the university chest, 
towards buildingah scool-room at Bexley, in Kent, in which parish 
the university possesses an estate, and where a subscription is being 
raised for that purpose. The building is in progress, the foundation 
having been laid in September last, as mentioned in our former 
number. ■ ■ 

CiMBRisoE. — ^The death of the Duke of Gloucester, Chancellor, 
and that of the Earl of Hardwicke, Lord High Steward, having 
created vacancies in those offices, the Marquis Camden has been 
elected Chancellor, and addressed a letter to the Senate on the 16th 
December thanking them for the honour conferred on him ; and at 

Oct. 1834.^ Jan. 1835. N 
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a coDg^regation held on the following day» the Duke of Northumber- 
land was appointed Lord High Steward. 

The subject for the Norrisian Prize Essay for the present year is. 
— * The person, character, and actions of Jesus Christ, afford a satis- 
factory fulfilment of all the prophecies in the Old Testament which 
relate to the Messiah/ 

Oct. 25. — ^Tbe Seatonian Prize Poem was this day adjudged to 
the Rev. T. E. Hankinson of Corpus Christi College. Subject, Jacob. 

Dec, 25. — Prize Sfu6jcc<«.— The Vice- Chancellor has issued the 
jfbllowing notice in the university : — 

I. The Most Noble Marquis Camden, Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity, has signified to the Vice-Chancel lor, his intention of giving, 
this year, a gold medal to such resident under-grafluate as shall 
compose the best English Ode, or the best English Poem in heroic 
verse, upon the following subject : — ' The death of his late Royal 
Highness the Duke of Gloucester.' 

N.B. These exercises are to be sent in to the Vice- Chancellor on 
or before March 31, 1835 ; and are not to exceed 200 lines in length. 

II. Sir William Browne's medals will this year be— 
(I.) For the Greek Ode — Delos. 

(3.) For the Latin Ode — Belisarius, 
(3.) For the Epigrams — 

Amphora ccepit 

Institui, currente rota cur urceug exit ? 

III. The Porson Prize for the present year is — Shakspeare» 
Third Part of King Henry VI., Act ii. Scene 2., beginning, 

' Clip. My gracious liege.' 
And ending-— ' To hold thine own, and leaYe thine own with him.' 



Nov. 22. — The following is the number of residents in this Uni- 
versity during the present term ;-— 

In College. In Lodgings. Resident 
Trinity « 231 • 250 • 481 

St. John's 
Queen's 

Caius • • 

Christ's 

Corpus Christi • 
Catherine Hall • 
Pembroke • 

Jesus • • 
St. Peter's 
Magdalene , 
Emmanuel 
Clare Hall 
Sydney 

Trinity Hall • 
King's 
Downing • 

Total 1153 585 1788 

Matriculations (Mich. Term) . 396 ^ 
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Dec. 4.— A grace passed the senate, proposinflc, « that in future the 
examination of the candidates for mathematical honours, shall com- 
mence on the Wednesday (instead of the Thursday) preceding the 
first Monday in the Lent term.' 

The Lalande medal, which is every year adjudged by the French 
Institute to the author of the most important service in astronomy, 
has just been assigned to Professor Airy, for the benefit rendered to 
physical astronomy by his observations. It was last year given t6 
Sir John Herschell for his discoveries respecting double stars. 

Sydney Sussex College, — The Masters and Fellows have given 
notice that, in the week afler the admission of the commencing 
Bachelors, 1835, there will be an examination open to candidates 
from any college in the university, for two mathematical exhibitioners 
on Mr. Taylor's foundation. One exhibitioner will be elected from 
those under-graduates who, in the ordinary course, would become 
commencing bachelors of arts, in January, 1836; the others, from 
those who would become commencing bachelors in January, 1837. 
The exhibitioners are to receive, at least, 50/. per annum each, and 
to have rooms in college rent free ; if elected from another college, 
they will be required to remove to Sydney on their election. The 
examination will be confined to Mathematics. 



Cambrioob Philosophical Society. — At a meeting of the so< 
ciety, on Monday, Nov. 24, Professor Airy gave an account of the 
calculations which he had caused to be made, in order to determine 
the apparent disk of a star and the rings which surround it, when 
seen through an object-glass with a circular aperture. He also 
stated that corrections had been recently discovered to be necessary 
in the results of the trigonometrical survey of this country, by which 
the difference which had previously appeared to exist between the 
astronomical and geodetical determinations of the latitude and 
longitude of Cambridge observatory are greatly diminished. Mr. 
Stevenson, of Trinity College, read a memorial on the establishment 
of certain geometrical properties, by the combination of the infini- 
tesimal method with the doctrine of projections. Professor Sedg« 
wick and other members then communicated some observations 
illustrative of the geology of Cambridge. It was stated that the 
relalions of the successive formations are very obscurely exhibited, 
in consequence of the strata and their junctions being marked by 
diluvial masses; and it was requested that all persons who might 
obtain any additional information from excavations, borings, or 
fossilS) would communicate it. 



Medical Protincial Schools. — Most of the large towns now 
possess one or more of these institutions, at which lectures are 
delivered, and opportunities afforded to medical pupils of studying 
the various branches of their art. The circumstances to which 
they owe their origin, and the probable consequences of their esta- 

N 2 
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blishment, are briefly described in the following^ extract of a speech 
made at the anniversary dinner of the Sheffield Medical Institution, 
by Dr. G. C. Holland :— 

' We live in a restless and spirit-stirring age — an age distinguished 
by improvements, and especially by the vigorous march of mind. 
In times past, year succeeded year with scarcely any perceptible 
changes, but now e^ich succeeding year is fraught with important 
changes — the evolution of new principles — the recognition of new 
rights — and the outpouring of general knowledge. One of the nu- 
merous consequences flowing from this altered state of sociely is a 
sense of the imperfections of the educational establishments of the 
country ; this, indeed, has been acutely felt by the medical profes- 
sion, and hence, in every large town in the kingdom, one or more 
medical schools have been established for the purpose of giving to 
the rising generation abundant means of improvement. Schools of 
this description have the highest possible claim on the countenance 
of society, their aim and tendency being to relieve the bodily suffer- 
ings of humanity. To effect this with success, something more is 
necessary than a mere smattering of professional knowledge. An 
excellent professional education raises, as it were, a series of steps, 
by which the understanding ascends to a favourable position for re- 
ceiving in the clear light of day everything around it ; and without 
this education the steps are few, and the elevation extremely limited, 
and consequently the view is circumscribed to a comparatively smalt 
number of objects. He reasons best who reasons from the greatest 
number and best established data. Provincial medical schools exert 
a beneficial influence on the feelings, tastes, and pursuits of the 
profession at large. By promoting the interchange of thought and 
sentiment, by bringing the mind to the consideration of liberal and 
general subjects — narrow and selfish prejudices are gradually dissi- 
pated ; and in their place ennobling feelings, enlightened views, and 
social regards spring up, giving to the profession respectability and 
dignity.' 

Etchilhampton, Wilts. — On the 2nd of December a new and 
commodious school-room, built by subscription, for the use of the 
poor children of the village, was opened by the clergyman and a 
considerable number of visitors. The attention of the children to 
the addresses made to them on the occasion is stated to have been very 
gratifying. 



Corruption of Children in the Gin-shops. — By the subjoined 
extract from the Report of tfie Temperance Society our readers may 
form some estimate of the number of children who are in the habit 
of frequenting gin-shops. To prove how pernicious the habit of 
indulging in ardent spirits is, more particularly among children, 
we need but direct the attention to the squalid looks and dwarfish 
forms of the children who crowd St. Giles's, and other low neighbour- 
hoods in the metropolis, whose countenances are deeply marked 
with lines, and disfigured by an expression, which betray the working 
of passions that belong to a more advanced period of life. 
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It is not surprising that the keepers of these houses should allow 
children to be served with spirits, for it is all in the way of trade ; 
but it is seriously worth consideration if any direct legislative 
enactment could be framed which might restrain this pernicious 
practice. The improvement of the poorer classes by a good educa- 
tion is, we are aware, the only effectual restraint ; but if anything 
could be done, in the mean time, in the way of direct prohibition, it 
might have the effect of diminishing the evil. Those who have 
once found their way to the gin-shop are very likely to go again ; 
but if the first visit can be deferred, or rendered more difficult, or 
at Jeast less inviting, possibly the evil, in the case of children, might 
be partially diminished. 

Mr. Smithes Garden AXiLOTMENTS to Children. — Among the 
various plans for rightly influencing the character of youth, which 
have of late been adopted, there is a very simple and efficacious one 
pursued jby Mr. Smith of Southam, in Warwickshire. This gen- 
tleman has neither erected a school nor hired a schoolmaster, but 
has let a small quantity of land to the children in his neighbour- 
hood to be cultivated in gardens. The following is his own ac- 
count, extracted from a recent publication : — 

' It is not a school — it is simply three rods and ten poles of land, 
divided into twelve gardens, occupied by boys from twelve to eigh- 
teen years of age in the cultivation of garden vegetables, peas, car- 
rots, cabbages, kidney-beans, celery, parsnips, &c. I allow only 
one-fourth to be cultivated for potatoes, and wheat not at all ; they 
pay all prices, from sixpence per month to one shilling per month, 
according to the size. The rent for the whole amounts to about 
4/. 17^. per annum. 

\ The seventeen shillings I expend in one rent dinner and a cup of 
ale monthly, when they bring their rent, which I am glad to tell you, 
my dear little tenants have hitherto done to an hour. It is a glo- 
rious sight, or rather was a glorious sight in the summer, to see all 
the gardens clean and full of stuff-^I could have challenged it for 
produce and cleanliness against any acre of ground in the country. 
The moral advantages, too, have been very great ; if it could be 
copied and extended in a small degree, all tendencies to sedition 
and anarchy might be neutralized and suspended. For instance, in 
this town we have 1200 inhabitants, the greater part of whom being 
agricultural labourers, have been fully and feirly employed the whole 
summer. There are about 40 boys or young men who have been at 
the national school, but who are not yet old enough to go out into 
service. 

' In the summer evenings, if unemployed, they are very apt to be 
in mischief; but my boys, since they have had a garden to resort to^ 
have forsaken the streets, and are acquiring that sort of knowledge 
which is likely to be serviceable to them when they become men. 
Their fathers and mothers, especially the latter, are made very 
happy ; their cottages have been filled with good vegetables all sum- 
mer, at no expense to the father's strength or mother's care ; for 
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the boys, whilst they work hard to procure the rent, are very wiUing 
io let their parents have the produce. This they sometimes pay the 
poor boys for and sometimes not ; whichever they do amounts to 
the same thing-. If the boys sell their Tegetables to their mother, 
the money is laid out in clothing, so that saves the father's purse; 
If four acres of land could be given up and procured for every 40 
boys (which is about the number for 1200 inhabitants), we should 
have the whole country smiling with health, activity and content.* 

SouTHWARK Literary Society. — ^This institution now consists of 
about 500 members. Classes have been formed for the study of ma* 
thematics and astronomy. A reading-room has been provided* and a 
very extensive library formed both for reference and circulation, 
partly from the subscription funds, and partly from donations: and 
lectures are to be given. 

British and Foreign School Society. — A speech of Lieut* 
Fabian (the Society's representative) at a meeting at Derby, states 
that the society is 1400/. in debt, and a deputation has been making 
exertions at different places throughout the country to obtain the 
means of diminishing the incumbrance. 

Bath Free Grammar School. — The date of the Bath Free 
Grammar School is July 12, 6th Edward VI. It was endowed with 
land that belonged to the . dissolved Priory of Bath. It was ' for 
the education, institution, and instruction of boys and young men 
in grammar,' and the master was to be ' a fit person to serve in the 
said school, meet and learned, and at least well -instructed in the 
Latin tongue.' The mayor and citizens of Bath were to be the 
trustees, and were empowered, with the advice of the bishop of the 
diocese, * from time to time' to make statutes and ordinances touching 
the order, government, and direction of the school, and of its 
revenues. 

How long the school was well conducted is doubtful. The cor<«- 
poration was possessed of its funds, and was guilty of so scandalous a 
misappropriation of them as to excite inquiry. In the 10th Geo. IL 
a Decree was made, by the charity commissioners under the Act of 
Elizabeth, for its regulation. It states tliat the corporation * having 
so notoriously mismanaged and misapplied the revenues of the 
lands given to their predecessors by King Edward VI., for the 
support and continuance of the Grammar School, and the relief and 
comfort of ten poor persons, paying interest sometimes 30/., some* 
times 20/., and sometimes 10/. a year to the master ; although the 
income thereof had amounted to a much greater yearly sum, and 
had not disposed of any part thereof for the relief of the poor persons 
aforesaid, but applied the same to their own private uses; nor 
having kept any account, at least not producing any, of the receipts 
or disbursements of the said revenues ; and having so mixed the 
said lands with other lands of their own, or aliened or granted them 
away, that much the greatest part of the said lands could not be 
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found or distinguished, and leaves being cut out of the aceount 
books, and having been guilty of other breaches of trust, should be 
for ever absolutely removed and displaced from the said trust.* 

The Decree directs that the school shall for ever continue a ' Free 
Grammar School ' for the instruction of youth, subject to such rules* 
orders, limitations, and appointments as were thereinafler men- 
tioned for its conduct and management for the term of thirty-iive 
years, as the utmost time for which the tenants of the described 
premises could hold the same at existing rents. It orders that the 
master of the school shall instruct, gratis, ten boys, children of free- 
men or inhabitants of Bath, to be, from time to time, elected by the 
governors or trustees for the time being, to be nominated or reoom* 
mended by twenty of the chiefest and most substantial inhabitants of 
Bath, who paid most to the rates, levies, or assessments of the said 
city. It directs the removal of the corporation as trustees, and that 
they shall pay two sums of 5000/. and 450/. for their misappropria- 
tions of the trust funds. It then orders that, upon the expiration of 
the said terra of thirty-five years, or as soon before or after as the 
trustees should be enabled by the receipt of the said sums of money* 
or income of the said premises, a piece of land should be purchased; 
whereon should be built a school-house and house and conveniences 
for the master, and also an hospital (St. Catherine's) for the habitation 
of as many poor persons as could be maintained out of the revenues 
of the said charity lands, afler the deduction of the allowance there- 
inafter directed to be paid to the master. And that after the expi- 
ration of the said term, or so soon as they should be enabled by the 
expiration of any of the said leases, the trustees should allow and 
pay the schoolmaster 50/. a year, who should then teach more boys^ 
according as the trustees should direct. 

By this Decree a conveyance was to have been made of the cha- 
rity funds to trustees named in it, who were afterwards to govern 
the school. The corporation remained in possession, and there is 
no evidence to show that the conveyance was made. The school 
continued to be badly managed, and uo free scholars were admitted. 

The Parliamentary Commissioners investigated the affairs of the 
charity in 1820. In consequence of their interference, the corpora- 
tion in 1822 passed certain resolutions which were afterwards signed, 
according to the terms of the original trust, by the Bishop of Bath 
and Wells. By these resolutions ten free scholars only are to be 
taught, and on each nomination the various conditions required by 
the Decree on the nomination of the first ten scholars are in future 
to be observed. The salary of the master is fixed at 84/. a year, and 
exhibitions or scholarships are to be founded upon the increase of 
the charity funds. 

The school was originally open to all, and it was in consequence 
only of the mismanagement of its property that it ever became less 
useful than its founders designed. How far the Decree could limit 
the number of free scholars is doubtful: if they could be limited to 
ten, they might be limited to two ; the principle in both cases is the 
same. But the Decree orders that the number of free scholars shall 
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be ten, so long as the salary of the master is 2011., and it distinctly^ 
directs an increase in the number of free scholars when the salary 
shall he raised. The members of the corporation, in 1822, fixed the 
salary of the master at 84/., and limited the number of free scholars 
to ten, with the old Decree before them, perfectly aware of its direc- 
tions, and fully acquainted with the orders it contains. Had they 
been desirous to provide for the interests of the population, they 
would not have been insensible to the importance of education ; 
every mode by which it might have been extended would have been 
an object of solicitude. Occupying a public position, with great 
means of doing good, it was a portion of their duty to render public 
institutions under their control more useful and efficient, and in this 
instance, more strongly than in any other, their public duty and that 
of humanity coincided. Having the power to do so, they ought to 
have thrown the school open. 

The master at present receives, in addition to the fixed salary of 
84/. a year, the advantage of a good school-house and the rectory of 
Charlcombe, which was granted by a Mr. Robins to the Corporation, 
in order to present the master, if in holy orders ; the profits of which 
amounted, in 1820, to 140/. a year, and in 1834 to about 300/. 
a year, and he is permitted to take private pupils. The master is 
not, by the terms of the foundation, required to be in holy orders, — ^ 
but if he is in holy orders, the Corporation of Bath must present 
him to the rectory of Charlcombe. 

The present mode of nominating the free scholars is offensive and 
unjust. The rule of the Decree relating to nomination was to con* 
tinue for 35 years — not for ever. Had the elective franchise of the 
city continued limited, its operation might have been confined. It 
is now capable of being perverted to the worst species of political 
favouritism. The Decree states, ' that whereas, at the expiration of 
the said term of 35 years, or thereabouts, the leases of the said as* 
certained tenements will be expired, and the revenues of the same 
will be greatly increased; the said governors and trustees shall 
lease all the said tenements, except the said mill, for any term or 
terms not exceeding 21 year?, upon small fines, reserving as large 
rents as possible for the more certain maintenance of the said charity,' 
and the mill ' shall be leased on lives, or years determinable on lives, 
reserving a large chief rent,* Monks Mill, the mill referred to, was 
then demised for 42 years, paying a rent of 32^. a year. The last 
lease was made in 1817, when it was demised for 99 years, deter* 
minable on lives, in consideration of 263/. and a chief annual rent 
of41«. 

The whole property is badly let. The leases are renewed upon 
lines, and small annual rents are reserved. The recommendation of 
the Decree, if acted upon, would be every way advantageous. A 
portion of a celebrated hotel called the White Hart, belonging to 
the charity, is valued at 286/. a year ; Monks Mill is occupied by a 
sub-lessee at a rent of 200/. a year ; Fountain-buildings (formerly 
Wanborough Chapel) is valued at 475/. a year, making, with other 
property of the charity, if h\ ^\ an^u^ refits^ i^§B/, a year. By 
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the present mode of lettini^, the property produces to the charity 
nothing equal to this amount. 

The Decree directs * That no lands whatsoever belonging to the 
charity shall at any time be let or set without public notice of such 
letting or setting, to be affixed to the Market-house or other public 
places in Bath, at least a fortnight before such setting or letting ; 
and that such estate shall afterwards be let and set publicly to the 
best bidder, upon the best terms and considerations that can be 
gotten for the same, preference being always given to the tenant 
then or last in possession.' This rule is not pbserved, and no atten* 
tion has ever been paid to it. 

This case affords a very fair example of the insufficiency of the 
returns of the income of endowed schools, which profess to exhibit 
the amount of funds in England devoted to Education — (See 
Journal of Education, No. XVI. p. S35). The income of this 
school of Bath is set down in the returns at SSL 13«.— ^a little more 
than the salary of the schoolmaster — while the annual va4ue of the 
property, deducting all possible payments to St Catherine's Hospital, 
IS more than 1100/. a year.— -T. F. 

Bath Education Society, — ^This society has engaged extensive 
premises, and the schools for both sexes will commence in the early 
part of the present year. The necessary expenses will be defrayed, 
partly by the scholars, and partly by means of voluntary subscript 
tions. The principle, that people value most those objects for which 
they pay, is therefore judiciously brought to bear upon that which is 
the most important of all. The- utility of this plan is clearly pointed 
out by the Bishop of London, in his evidence before the Select 
Committee on Education. His Lordship says :— * I am quite clear 
that it is desirable in all cases, and for the following reason, that the 
poor set a value on that for which they pay ; and although perhaps 
a penny or twopence a week may be no exact value of the learning 
their children acquire, yet they do not like them to lose any part of 
that which they pay for; and the consequence is, that they are 
much more punctual and regular in their attendance, not to mention 
the general principle that it promotes a proper spirit of inde« 
peudence in them to let them purchase what is valuable when they 
can, rather than give it to them quite gratuitously. Where education 
is given quite gratuitously to the poor, I have almost invariably 
found that they consider themselves as conferring a favour on the 
clergyman by letting their children go to school ; but where they 
pay tor it themselves, they all seem to set a greater value upon the 
education so purchased. Another advantage of course is, that the 
payments form a very considerable addition to the funds which ai« 
otherwise raised.' 

BaiGHTON.— A plan has been some time in agitation in this town 
for founding an establishment for educating the daughters of i)oor 
clergymen as governesses : to be, in fact, a normal school for females; 
It is proposed that each pupil shall pay 201, per annum, for which 
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sum they are to be educated in a manner to fit them for fiituations 
as governesses, their education having particular reference to their 
future avocation ; and to be clothed, lodged, and boarded. Similar 
institutions^ it is said, have succeeded in Westmoreland and Glou- 
cestershire ; and if a proper system of instruction be adopted, there 
is little doubt but that it may be productive of beneficial results. 
Far too little pains have been hitherto taken in the education of 
teachers, particularly of female teachers. The number of pupils is 
to be limited to one hundred. 



Canterbury Philosophical and Literary Institution. — On 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, the anniversary of the foundation of this institu- 
tion was celebrated by a public dinner, at which upwards of 100 
noblemen and gentlemen attended. We learn from some remarks 
made by Mr. Wilkinson, that the museum has recently received 
several valuable contributions ; the library has very considerably in-r 
creased in almost every department of literature ; the public records 
have been presented to the society by his Majesty's commissioners; 
lectures have been delivered of a satisfactory and instructive nature, 
and the friends of the society are satisfied that it is gaining strength* 
and is daily acquiring that estimation in public opinion which it 
deserves. 



Birmingham Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. — ^At the 
RRUual meeting in October, a report was read congratulating 
the friends of the establishment on its improved state and pros- 
pects. A new and very commodious apartment has been opened as 
a school-room, the cost of which, including the furniture, amounts 
to 301/., and has been defrayed by means of a distinct subscription. 
During the year 10 children had been admitted into the asylum, S 
had lefl it, and there were 10 out of 12 children to be balloted for. In 
order to increase the pecuniary resources of the institution, branch 
societies have been established in some of the most important towns 
within the midland districts. By the labours and influence of friend^ 
the accessions to the annual subscriptions in the town and neigh- 
bourhood of Birmingham amounted to 151/. As. 6d, ; and the doaa- 
tions during the year to 480Z. 16«. Id It is hoped that the esta- 
blishment will soon be enabled to receive a larger number of pupils, 
and that, in consequence, the average cost of educating and mainr 
taiping each pupil will be considerably diminished. Pupils are noi 
of necessity elected from any particular county or division. 

'I ' ' 

Salisbury Mechanics' Institute. — ^A series of lectures has been 
f<Mr some time past delivered at this institution. The last general 
report shows the interest which is taken by its supporters even iu 
seientitic subjects, when explained to them in a pleasing and popular 
style ; fifly-six new members having been admitted during the last 
quarter, and the receipts at the doors on lecture evenings having 
been nearly dqubled. Among other subjects, optics, magnetism, 
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chemistry, and 'galvanism have been treated by Mr. C. Tomlinson, 
and Pauper Lunatic Asylums by the Rev. J. R. Urquhart. 

SiLKSTON, Yorkshire. — ^This parish contains the town of Barns- 
ley, which, in 1831, had a population of 10,830. The school en« 
dowed by Thomas Keresforth in 1665, is at present free to children 
of the name of Keresforth for every kind of instruction ; and to all 
from the parish of Siikston for Latin and Greek. It exists as a 
pay-school for everything except Latin and Greek. The pay is 
about one guinea per quarter, exclusive of books, &c. Geography 
is a separate charge, and, we believe, accounts. The present master 
is Mr. William Gil banks. There is a good house, garden, and 
school-room belonging to the charity, and about ISL per annum, 
arising out of fee-farm rents charged upon lands in Bamsley, Siik- 
ston, and Dod worth, one of which amounts to AL As,; and there 
are some as low as Ad., which makes the collection of them rather 
a tedious business. The donation is for ' the encourftgement of a 
suitable and proper mobster,* not for the support. Mr. Gilbauks 
does not take boarders ; the number of children taught varies from 
Iifty to sixty ; his last return amounted to sixty, but he has not at 
present more than fifty pupils. 

St. David's College, Llampeter. — It is stated that the appeal 
made by the principal and professors in favour of this institution 
has been very successful. The Bishop of Durham has lately pre- 
sented the college with 500/., the interest of which the Bishop of St. 
David's, as Visitor of the College, has directed shall form one scho- 
larship. Mr. Butler's legacy, the annual interest of which amounts to 
64/. I0s„ he has also directed to be applied to the foundation of four 
scholarships of equal value, to be called the Butler Scholarships. 
The Burton scholarship is also now (Nov. 25) vacant, by the ap- 
pointment of the Rev. Enoch Pugh to a curacy, but will be filled 
immediately. The elections for the other five scholarships, together 
with several others of 10/. each, will take place in the ensuing year. 

SCOTLAND. 

Female University. — At Edinburgh an institution of rather a novel 
character has recently been opened. It is for the education of fe- 
males ; and as every branch of female education will be taught 
within' its walls, the necessity of going backwards and forwards to 
the residence of the different teachers will be avoided. Popular 
lectures on science are included in the plan, and Mr. Lees, Mr. 
D. B. Reid, and Mr. M*Gillivray, are engaged to deliver courses 
upon natural history, chemistry, and natural philosophy. It is a 
great step gained in female education that it is no longer deemed 
necessary to confine instruction to what are termed accomplish- 
ments, and this attempt has already given rise to the establishment 
of a second institution founded on much the same principles. 
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GhkSQOyjf Uniyehsitt.^— Lord Stanley has been elected Lord 
Rector of this University. The friends of Earl Durham had piit 
that nobleman in nomination for the office. 

IRELAND. 

Trinity College, Dublin.*— ilf/cAae^ma« Term Examinations. 
The names are arranged in the order of standing on the college 
books. 

Junior Sophisters. — Honours in Science. Senior Prizemen.— 
Mr. James W. Murland, Thomas Stack, William Chichester, John 
Ball, Robert Hopkins, Henry Vickars, James Glanville, George 
McDowell. 

Junior Prizemen. — James Shaw Willes, Charles E. Baggot, Jam^ 
Keith, William Butler, Richard Geran. 

Honours in Classics. Senior Prizemen. — Thomas Stack, Henry 
Owgan, Robert Hopkins, George L. Fenton, John C. Colman, 
Edward Trevor. 

Junior Prizemen. — Mr. Stewart M'Naghton, John Ball, Joshua 
Bull, Richard Wilson, Vernon P. Drapes, Leslie Badham, William 
Morgan, Edward Treanor. 

Senior Freshmen. — Honours in Science. Senior Prizemen.-— Mr. 
George Augustus Shaw, Lewis Higgins. 

Junior Prizemen. — John James, Matthew Lynch, Richard Bigg^ 
John Harris Flynn, James Green, Robert King. 

Honours in Classics. Senior Prizemen. — Mr. Robert Welsh, 
Mr. Marcus Synnott, John Walsh, Benjamin Wade, Henry W. 
Tibbs, Thomas R. Wrightson, Robert King, Frederick Howe Ring- 
wood, James Eccleston. 

Junior Prizemen. — Mr. Robert Johnston, Mr. James Verschoyle, 
Mr. Walter W. Lynch, Joseph Wilson Higginbotham, Edward 
Hallam, Thomas Rice Henn, James Wm. King Disney, John 
William Hallowell, Daniel Finney, George Fletcher, Gilbert 
M'llveen. 

Junior Freshmen, — Honours in Science. Senior Prizemen. — 
Mr. Charles Kelly, Henry Connor, Robert Warren, Frederick 
Sidney, Michael Roberts, William Roberts, Robert Beere, John 
Hewitt Jellett, James Anthony Lawson. 

Junior Prizemen. — Mr. Richard Herbert, Mr. Richard William 
Bayley, Samuel Merrick, Richard Maunsell Ardagh, Edward Ovens, 
Thomas Saunders, Hamilton Liiw, Edmund Meredith. 

Honours in Classics. Senior Prizemen. — Mr. Thomas Francis 
Torrens, Richard Wrightson, William Roberts, John Hewitt Jellett, 
James Anthony Lawson, Andrew O'Callaghan, William Miller, 
George Graham, John Watson, Cornelius Percy Ring. 

Junior Prizemen. — Mr. William Knox, Mr. Thomas Galway, 
Mr. James Douglas, Telford M'Donagh, George Francis Hodder, 
Carew Smyth, Michael Roberts, Edmund Maturin, John Perrin, 
John Minnit, Edmund Meredith, Henry Stewart, John Greene, 
John Macartney, George Wallen, Patrick Murphy, William 
O^Connor. 
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The Senior Moderators are placed in the order of Merit ; Junior 
Moderators in the order of standing on the college boolcs. 

Initio Termini S. Michaelis, habitis Examinationibus pro gradu 
Baccalaureatds in artibus, in Moderatores Seniores nominantur in 
Disciplinis Math, et Phys.— 1. Carolus Graves ; 2. Josephus Car- 
son. 

In Ethica et Logica. — 1 . Gulielmus A. Butler ; 2, Harold. Ht 
Sherlock ; 3. Jacobus Peed, Soc. Com. 

In Literis Humanioribus. — 1. Georgius B. Wheeler. 

In Moderatores Juniores nominantur in Disciplinis Math, et Phys, 
— Franciscus Beamish, Alexander Smith Orr, Gulielmus Mockler, 
Georgius Crampton, Robertus Finlay. 

In Ethica et Logica. — Carolus Haukes Todd, Thomas Walsh, 
Carolus Sharman Crawford, Robertus Chattoe, Josephus Meade, 
Franciscus Meade. 



Winchester School. — Since our article on Winchester school 
was in type, we have been informed that many important changes 
have been made of late years, and that the barbarous system which 
we have described is abolished. We shall endeavour to ascertain 
the precise nature of these changes, and give them in a future 
Number. The account of this school, at p. 84 of this Journal, is 
from the writer's own experience, and is no exaggerated account of 
what Winchester school was at the time of his being there. 
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NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 

In the fifth and sixth Numbers of this Journal, our readers 
will find a considerable amount of information relative to 
the means adopted by Government, and by private societies, 
for the literary, moral, and religious instruction of the chil- 
dren of the poor in Ireland. At the time when the state- 
ments to which we have here referred were written, the 
Government, in which the present Lord Stanley then filled 
the office of Secretary of State for Ireland, had recently 
appointed a Commission to superintend a system of national 
education in that part of the United Kingdom. The motives 
which produced this appointment, and the objects which 
it was proposed to accomplish, are explained in the letter 
addressed in October, 1831, by Lord Stanley, to the Duke 
of Leinster, who was appointed President of the Board of 
Commissioners; and as we have already inserted this letter 
at full length (No. V., pages 189 — 192), it is unnecessary to 
repeat it here. 

This plan, which was conceived in a truly Catholic spirit, 
and in favour of which it was proposed to withdraw from 
establishments less comprehensive in their principles the 
pecuniary aid which had before been largely afibrded from 
the public purse, met with considerable opposition ; and 
predictions of its entire failure were confidently hazarded by 
the partisans of the old proselyting system, who could see 
nothing but anarchy and disappointment likely to follow 
from the appointment as members of the same Board of 
such discordant materials as the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic Archbishops of Dublin, the Senior Fellow of Tri- 
nity College, and the Presbyterian minister of the Scots 
Church in Dublin. Taking into the account the unhappy 
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state of opposition in which the various religious sects had 
so constantly placed themselves in Ireland, it was certainly 
a very high compliment on the part of the Government to 
the members of the Commission, to give them credit for 
a spirit of active benevolence, which would render them 
superior to the prejudices of party, and which would unite 
them cordially for the attainment of a common object, by 
means of mutual concessions on points which zealots of all 
sides held to be indispensable. 

It is satisfactory to know that the opposition to the de- 
sign and labours of this Commission has failed ; that the 
sinister predictions of which it was the object have proved 
unfounded ; and that the system has done more for the cause 
of national education in Ireland during the three years in 
which it has been in operation, than had been effected in the 
previous century by all the lavish expenditure and extensive 
machinery which are described in the article of this Journal 
already referred to, (Vol. iii., pp. 235 — 2&)). 

The first, and hitherto the only report made by the Com- 
missioners appointed in 1831 to administer the funds granted 
by Parliament for the education of the poor in Ireland was 

T resented to the House of Commons on the 3rd of March, 
834. This document states, very briefly, the result of the 
labours of the Commissioners up to the end of 1833 ; and 
gives an abstract of their receipts and expenditure, from 
which little information can be gained beyond what was 
given by us in p. 191, No. XV., of this Journal. Since that 
report was printed, however, the House of Commons has 
called for several returns connected with the subject, which 
were accordingly presented on the 13th of August, two days 
before the close of the last Session of Parliament, but which 
returns have not been printed. 

These returns are : — 

^1. The particulars of the 789 schools to which the Commis- 
sioners of National Education in Ireland have granted aid, as men- 
tioned in their Report to Parliament, specifying where such schools 
are situated, the number of scholars in each, the names of the 
patrons, managers^ and visitors, the sum granted to each, the person 
or persons to whom paid, whether any and what sum has been paid 
or expended on account of any or which of said schools by local 
subscription or contribution, with the number of subscribers or contri- 
butors of the sum subscribed or contributed by each as far as known 
to the Commissioners, and in what manner the Board ascertains the 
fact of such payment or expenditure having been actually made. 

'* 2. A return stating the reports of their inspectors as to the 

^^ other schools mentioned in the report to Parliament of said 
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Commissioners, as to which schools they have discontinued their 
assistance. 

** 3. A return of the names of the 199 schools to which they have 
promised assistance, where situated, the names of the patrons and 
manag^ers thereof, and of the clergymen who have applied for assist- 
ance to these schools respoctively, and the amount of local subscrip-^ 
tion or contribution promised for each. 

" 4. A return stating how* and in what manner the number of 
scholars (107,042) mentioned in their report as in attendance on 
their schools has been ascertained, whether by inspection, or by any 
other and what check; whether this is the actual attendance, or the 
number on the school rolls. 

** 5. A return of the particulars of the expenditure of the sum 
28,842/. in their said report mentioned. 

" 6. A return of the names of the schools to which the sum of 
12,664/. 2s^ 4(/. was granted, with the sum to each. 

"7, A like. return as to the sum of 3110/. 11^. 8c/. granted for 
fitting up. 

•* 8. Copy of their correspondence with the Synod of Ulster, or 
any person on behalf of that body. 

" 9. A return of the names of such clergymen of the Established 
Church, and of suqh Presbyterian and Roman Catholic clergymen 
as have received grants from the Board in aid of schools, and the 
names of such schools, and where situate, and whether such schools, 
and which of them, are. now in connexion with the Board, and if 
not, why not." 

We shall notice the returns of the Commissioners to 
these heads of inquiry in the order in which they are here 
given. 

The first of these returns has been drawn up without any 
apparent regard to order or arrangement. The schools esta- 
blished in the various counties are jumbled together in the 
greatest confusion^ and without any reference either to the 
number of their scholars or the expense of the establish- 
ments. In the absence of dates, we can only conjecture 
that the schools are inserted in the list according to the order 
of time in which assistance was given. We have been at 
some pains to remedy this want of arrangement, and have 
drawn out a short abstract, exhibiting the amount of what 
has been done, as well as the expense at which it has been 
effected in each separate county. As regards this latter part 
of the return, however, we have in vain endeavoured to bring 
our abstract into some sort of agreement with the accounts 
furnished by the Commissioners. In the detailed account 
which they have given in compliance with the first part of 
the order of the House of Commons, and from which our 

abstract has been made, the sums set down stgainst the Indi^ 
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vidoal schools for building, fittings and salaries, amount to 
18,349/. 7s. 6rf., namely, — 

£ B. d. 

Advanced for building • • 2,971 7 

for fittings up • • 5,573 6 

for annual salaries • 9,S05 



Together . ^18,349 7 6 

But the sums stated in the return No. 5, under these 
respective heads, are — 

for building school-houses J?3,850 14 9 
fitting up schools . • 2,835 8 

salaries of teachers • • 7,391 11 



Together . ^14,077 13 9 

This difference probably arises from sums being included 
in the first return which were not actually paid ; and yet this 
supposition is at variance with the fact that the sum stated 
as advanced for building is considerably under the amount 
for which the Commissioners take credit under that head in 
the return No. 5. 

The sum of 2971/. ?*• comprehends the amount of forty- 
three grants, three of which are of 200/. each, two are of 
175/., and two of 150/. each ; the remainder is made up of 
various sums from 84/., down to 102. Vis. Ad. Other grants 
made for the same purpose, — that of building school-houses, 
which were not paid at the time their accounts were given 
in, but for which the Commissioners were then liable, 
amounted to 12,664/. 2^. 4rf. The number of these out- 
standing grants was 165, of which 6 were for sums of 200/. 
to 220/., 40 were for sums between 100/. and 200/., and 
the rest were for smaller sums, some of them being as low 
as 10/. 

The information concerning local contributions, furnished 
by the statements of the Commissioners, is exceedingly 
scanty ; and, in fact, they have stated their inability, from 
the want of documents, to comply with the order of the 
House of Commons in this respect. 
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TABLE iliowiiig the Numbei of ScIiooIb in each County of Ireland, uodct 
ths manogemeDt of the Commiaiionen appcunted to luperinteiid a gjgtem of 
National Kdueation in that Country, and of Scholars taught Iherein, at tho 
Class of 1833; together with a Stalemeat of the Sums sdTanced by the 
Comniiaaioneri towards Building School-Bouses, and for Fitting up the same, 
and for the Annual Salaiiea of Teachers. Also, a Slatemeiit of the Number 
of Schogli in each County, to which assistance had at that time been ptoinised 
by the CamaiisuDDen. 
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The return to which we have prefixed the No. 2, relates 
to schools as to which the Commissioners have at one time 
afforded^ but have since withdrawn, their assistance. These 
schools are stated in the report to be 52 in number ; 41 of 
them were deprived of assistance in consequence of the 
reports made concerning them by the travelling inspectors 
appointed by the Commissioners. As the order of the House 
of Commons applies only to schools so reported on, no rea- 
son has been given by the Commissioners for withdrawing 
their support from the remaining 11 schools. Among the 
causes of dissatisfaction assigned by the inspectors in their 
reports^ we find a considerable admixture of the old leaven 
by which, according to the evidence given before a com- 
mittee of the Irish House of Commons, the charter schools 
of Ireland were formerly so much disgraced. In some cases 
it is reported, that ** the school was held in a wretched cabin, 
totally unfitted for the purposes of education, and that the 
master was irregular in his attendance ;" — " that the teacher 
was absent, and the school-house used as a granary ;" — *^that 
the school was disgracefully neglected^ and the teacher in- 
competent ;" — '* that the teacher was a man of immoral con- 
duct ;" — ^* that the managers had been induced to expel the 
teacher, and lock up the school-house." It is to be hoped 
that these and similar abuses will soon be remedied ; and we 
think ourselves justified in believing that whenever a better 
order of things shall be established, under which such irre- 
gularities will be no longer possible, the amendment will be 
in a great degree owing to the efforts of the Commissioners 
whose report we have now before us. 

With regard to the third head of inquiry, that relating to 
the 199 schools to which the Commissioners have promised 
assistance, we have embodied all the useful information that 
is given by them, in the table already inserted ; in which 
will be found a statement of the number of additional schools 
in progress in each county, and the amount of local sub- 
scriptions and contributions raised for their establishment. 

In answer to the fourth head of inquiry, the Commis- 
sioners nave stated, that with regard to the greater number 
of schools, the numbers of the scholars were ascertained from 
the reports of the inspectors. Directions had previously 
been issued by the Commissioners, to the effect that all chil- 
dren who might have been withdrawn from school during 
any half-year should be struck off the school-roll at the end 
of that half-year ; the object of which regulation was as far 
as possible to establish an agreement between the school- 
rolls and the numbers in actual attendance. 
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The return to the fifth inquiry states the particulars of 
the expenditure of the sum of 28,842/., as follows : — 

£ S. dm 

Expenses of model school and training department 2,196 9 1^ 
Grants of aid to schools, including con(ributions 

towards building schooUhouses and fitting them 

up, salaries of teachers, and school requisites • 16,088 18 6 
Salaries and travelling allowances to inspectors . 2,165 18 2^ 
Expenses of compiling, printing, and publishing 

school books ...... 3,244 15 10 

Secretary's salary, rent and repairs of house, and 

other general expenses . • • • . 5,146 

JE28,642 I 8 



In their returns of the names of the schools to which, as 
mentioned In the report of the Commissioners, the sums of 
12,664f, 2s. 4rf., and 31 l(W. lis. 8rf., were granted for build- 
ing school-houses, and for fitting them up, the order of the 
House of Commons has been literally complied with; but 
we must confess that our imperfect knowledge of Irish topo- 
graphy does not enable us to draw any useful information 
from the mere list which has been given of places and sums, 
or to distribute them according to counties. The number of 
grants in aid of building is 167, and the sums rary from 
21SL to 10^ More than two-thirds are for sums below lOOf, 
The grants for fitting up are 197 i" number; 120 of them 
are for sums under 10/., and only 4 exceed 100/. 

The next subject upon which information was required by 
Parliament, relates to a correspondence between the Com- 
missioners and a Committee appointed for the purpose of 
conducting that correspondence by the General Synod of 
Ulster. This correspondence took place between August, 
1833, and February, 1834» relative to the regulations under 
which the Synod proposed to sanction the acceptance of aid 
from the Commissioners, on the part of schools in connexion 
with their body. Copies of the letters which passed on this 
occasion have been given by the Commissioners, and we 
cannot refrain from expressing the feelings of dissatisfaction 
caused by a perusal of them. It appears to us that the Synod 
has been actuated in the matter by a sectarian spirit, directly 
opposed to the comprehensive benevolence of the system in 
the benefits of which they have been invited to participate. 

The Commissioners have laid down, as it was necessary 
they should do, certain regulations to be observed by all 
who apply to them for assistance; and in framing these 
regulations, they have been especially "careful not to adopt 
any which should have the effect of excluding the children 



200 National Education in Ireland. 

belonging to any religious sect or denomination. This ob- 
ject might have been accomplished by limiting the subjects 
to be taught, so as to include literary and moral instruction, 
but to exclude religious subjects and exercises. The adop- 
tion of this course would, however, have subjected the Com- 
missioners to the imputation of indifference as to the reli- 
gious instruction of youth ; and in a country like Ireland, 
where the great mass of the people are in a state of igno- 
rance, it might not have been safe or proper to have left that 
point to be supplied to children by their parents, or by other 
persons who might possibly convert it into an engine for 
party purposes. Instead of thus disembarrassing themselves 
of the most difficult part of their trust, the Commissioners 
have fairly met the subject, and by their judicious arrange- 
ments have converted that which has been too often a cause 
of the bitterest strife into a bond of brotherly union. In all 
previous attempts made by Protestants to instruct the chil- 
dren of the poor in Ireland, it had been made an invariable 
rule to enforce in every school the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment, by which regulation the 
children of conscientious Catholics were effectually excluded, 
and the hostility of the Catholic clergy was excited; since 
they who deny even ' to adults the right of unaided pri- 
vate interpretation of the Bible with respect to the articles 
of religious belief, could never concede that point in the case 
of children. 

With these difficulties in their way the Commissioners 
framed the following regulations : — 

*' 1. Tbe ordinary school business, during which all the children, 
of whatever denomination they be» are required to attend, and which 
IS expected to embrace a competent number of hours in each day, is 
to consist exclusively of instruction in those branches which belong 
to a literary and moral education. Such extracts from Scripture as 
are prepared under the sanction of the Board, may be used, and are 
earnestly recommended by the Board to be used, during those hours 
allotted to this ordinary school business. 

** 2. One day at least in each week (independently of the Sunday) 
is to be set apart for the religious instruction of the children, on which 
day such pastors or other persons as are approved of by the parents 
or guardians of the children shall have access to them for that pur- 
pose, whether those parties have signed the original application or not. 

" 3. The managers of schools are also expected, should the 
parents of any of the children desire it, to afford convenient oppor- 
tunity and facility for the same purpose, either before or after the 
ordinary school business (as the managers may determine) on other 
days of the week. 

^' 4. Any arrangement of this description that may be made is to 
be publicly notified in the schools, in order that those children, and 
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those only may be present at the relig^ious instruction, whose parents 
and guardians approve of their being so. 

** 5. The reading of the Scriptures, either in the authorized or 
Douay version, is regarded as a religious exercise, and as such is to 
be confined to those times which are set apart for religious instruc- 
tion. The same regulation is also to be observed respecting prayer, 

'* 6. A register is to be kept in each school, recording the daily 
attendance of the scholars, and the average attendance in each week^ 
and each quarter, according to a form to be furnished by the Board.** 

It might reasonably have been hoped by the Commis- 
sioners, when issuing these regulations, that while on the 
one hand they had been careful not to offend the religious 
scruples of any denomination, they had on the other hand 
fully and satisfactorily provided for religious instruction. If 
such a course of religious instruction, as must be understood 
to mean instruction in the peculiar doctrines of the Christian 
faiths as professed by some particular sect, had been allowed 
during the hours of ordinary school business, it is obvious 
that the children of the Irish poor would have been as much 
split into parties under the new system as they had been 
under the old ; or rather, that the course of the Commis- 
sioners would have been no other than that which had 
already so signally failed in producing any good results to 
the country. We should not, as now, have seen the children 
of the Catholic and the Protestant learning from the same 
books, and in the same classes, their social and religious 
duties ; the spirit of religious hatred would have been en- 
couraged ; and one fruitful source of the miseries which have 
for ages weighed upon Ireland would have been perpetuated. 
The Commissioners approached as nearly as they durst to this 
dangerous path, when, in their first regulation, they recom- 
mended the use of extracts from the Scriptures as a part of the 
ordinary school business ; and that they were fully aware of 
this fact, is evident from the following explanation which 
they have given of their motives for that recommendation, 
and which is prefixed to the first volume of those extracts : — 

** These selections are offered, not as a substitute for the sacred 
volume itself, but as an introduction to it, in the hope of their leading 
to a more general and more profitable perusal of the word of (jod. 
The passages introduced have been chosen, not as being of more 
importance than the rest of Scripture, but merely as appearing to 
be more level to the understandings of children and youth at school, 
and also best fitted to be read under the direction of teachers, not 
necessarily qualified, and certainly not recognized^ as teachers of 
religion ; no passage has either been introduced or omitted under the 
influence of any particular view of Christianity, doctrinal or practical." 

We are of opinion that enough would have been done by 
the Commissioners for the religious instruction of the chil- 
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dren in the national schools, if they had omitted these 
vohimes of extracts from the list of books recommended by 
them as proper to be used during the ordinary hours of in- 
struction. One entire day in each week, exclusive of Sun- 
day, together with other " facility for the same purpose, 
either before or after the ordinary school business on the other 
days of the week/' would be sufficient for religious instruc- 
tion. The complaint that has been made against the Com- 
missioners on this head, by those opposed to the Government 
system of education is, that they design " to substitute ex- 
tracts from the Scriptures for the sacred volume itself;" 
and to deny to children the benefits of religious instruction 
by keeping the Word of God from them. 

The correspondence between the Commissioners and the 
Synod of Ulster, a copy of which correspondence has been 
given in compliance with the order of tne House of Com- 
mons, is upon this subject. 

The members of the Synod commenced this correspond- 
ence by insisting *^ that it shall be the right of all parents to 
require of patrons or managers of schools to set apart, for 
reading the Holy Scriptures, a convenient and sufficient 
portion of the stated school- hours y and to direct the master 
or some other person whom the parents may appoint and 
provide^ to superintend the reading. That all children whose 

Sarents and guardians so direct shall daily read the Holy 
criptures during the period appointed ; but that no com- 
' pulsion whatever be employed to induce others either to 
read or to remain during the reading." If the members of 
the Synod were altogether sincere in the degree of liberality 
expressed in the concluding part of their stipulation, it is 
difficult to imagine what objection they could urge against 
the regulation proposed by the Commissioners, of setting 
apart a sufficient portion of time for reading the Scriptures 
either before or after the usual school hours. What pos- 
sible advantage could arise from such an interruption to the 
school business as would drive away a part of the scholars 
during the ordinary hours of attendance, we confess our- 
selves altogether unable to comprehend ; and we think the 
Commissioners have acted wisely in resisting such an inter- 
ference with their plan. But the Synod did not limit their 
stipulation to this point : they proceeded to the further and 
still more objectionable length of requiring that on each day 
of the week, during the first hour of the regular school busi- 
ness, *^ such children as are so directed by their parents 
shall repeat a portion of the Westminster Catechism ; and on 
Saturday they shall repeat all they have learned during the 
week." We do not wish to accuse the Synod of intending 
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by such means to exclude from the schools all children ex* 
cept those of their own religious persuasion : there can be 
no doubts however, that such would have been the conse* 
quence if these stipulations had been enforced. The inten-* 
tion of the Government in the formation of the Commission 
was to put an end to these and similar means of exclusion ; 
the adoption of these stipulations would^ therefore, have 
been in direct opposition to the spirit of the instructions 
given for the guidance of the Commissioners. It is not our 
business to find fault with the members of the Synod of 
Ulster for endeavouring to enforce the observance of any 
religious duty which they conscientiously deem necessary in 
the conduct of their schools ; and if they think that the 
reading of the Bible and the repetition of the Assembly's 
Catechism during the ordinary school hours are indispensable, 
they are doubtless right in insisting on the observance of 
those points. We will only say, that in such case they have 
no claim whatever for assistance from funds granted for ob- 
jects which would be defeated by a compliance with their 
stipulations. Before quitting this part of the subject, we 
must state> that the members of the Synod conceive it to be 
their duty not only to provide in the manner and at the times 
already stated for the religious education of the children 
according to their own belief, but also to prevent the giving 
of religious instruction in any other way, by protesting 
against that regulation of the Commissioners which provides 
for the setting apart of one day in the week, independent 
of the Sunday, for attending to the religious instruction of 
the children, through the means of such ministers as might 
be approved by their parents and guardians, according to the 
doctrines of the sects to which they respectively belong. 
We will not say that, with their peculiar views on such sub- 
jects, the members of the Synod are wrong in thus endea^ 
vouring to prevent the diffusion of what they conceive to be 
erroneous opinions, by pre-occupying the minds of children 
with a diflferent set of doctrines ; but we are quite sure that 
the Commissioners were right in not lending themselves to the 
attempt, and in resisting, as they have successfully done, the 
factious and fanatical opposition offered from otlier quarters 
to the working of their enlightened and comprehensive plans^ 
Of that successful resistance we find the best evidence in 
the documents before us. The return of the Commis- 
sioners to the order of the House of Commons, requiring the 
names of the clergymen of the three persuasions who have 
applied for grants in aid of schools, is given in such a man- 
ner as enables us to see in what case^ those applications have 
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been made by clergymen of eniih denomination separately, 
and in what cases the clergymen of different sects hare con- 
curred in the applications. This list, as given by the Com- 
missioners, occupies 49 folios ; and it would be of little use 
to transfer to our pages so long a catalogue of names : the 
practical purpose for which the return was asked will be 
fully answered by the following abstract of the applications. 
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It appears from this abstract^ that 583 applications for 
grants were made by individual ministers of the different 
sects, without the co-operation of ministers of either of the 
other sects. Of this number, 12 were made by clergymen 
of the Established Church, 34 by Presbyterian ministers, 
and 537 by Roman Catholics. The ministers of the Esta- 
blishment concurred in only two applications with Presby- 
terians alone ; they joined in 104 applications with Catholics 
alone ; and only seven cases occur in which the ministers of 
the three sects joined in the demand. It will likewise be 
seen that in 93 cases applications have been made jointly by 
Presbyterians and Catholics. 

It is pleasing to observe, on the part of the ministers of 
the Catholic Church, a body which has been often accused 
of wishing to keep its disciples in ignorance, so great a 
willingness to come forward and participate for their benefit 
in the advantages offered by Government through the Edu- 
cation Board ; and it must afford the best encouragement to 
all who are interested for the welfare of Ireland to know, 
that the system of education under the direction of the 
Commissioners has hitherto been gratefully received and 
approved by the public in general in that country. The 
result of their labours^ even at this early stage, affords 
abundant proof of the sincerity of the Commissioners when 
they declare that " it shall be, as it ever has been, their con- 
stant object so to administer their trust, as to make the 
system acceptable and beneficial to the whole of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects ; to train up and unite through it the youth 
of the country together, whatever their religious differences 
may be^ in feelings and habits of attachment and friendship 
towards each other, and thus to render it the means of pro- 
moting charity and good will amongst all classes of the 
people.'* Should the system prove in any considerable 
degree, and lastingly, productive of this effect, we need not 
fear contradiction when we assert, that it will be the greatest 
blessing which the Government of the United Kingdom has 
ever conferred upon Ireland. 

A very important part of the duty intrusted to the 
Education Board consists in the preparation of books for 
the use of the schools, and for school libraries. The atten- 
tion of the Commissioners appears to have been hitherto 
confined to the compilation of books for schools only ; we 
are not aware of their having yet published any for the use 
of school libraries, but we trust the intention of doing so 
Is by no means either abandoned or deferred. 
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The list of books produced up to a recent date com* 
prises — 

Four progressive numbers of a series of reading books, 
to which it is proposed to add a fifth number. 

A Treatise on Arithmetic, in theory and practice. 

The Elements of Book-keeping, in a series of short 
examples. 

Key to the Elements of Book-keeping. 

Elements of Geometry^ containing the first and second 
parts of Clairant's Elements, translated from the 
French. 

Scripture Lessons, No. 1, Old Testament ; and 

Scripture Lessons, No. 1, New Testament ; 
in all, ten volumes. All schools connected with the Board 
have permission to purchase copies of these books, and other 
school requisites, such as paper, slates^ quills, &c.> at half 
cost price. A first stock of the books is furnished by the 
Board, gratuitously, to each school ; and it is expected that 
these books will be kept as a school stock, and used in 
teaching the pupils, but on no account are they to be taken 
from the school-room. The inspector requires to see 
them at every inspection. Children, whose parents wish 
them to bring their books home with them, will be sup- 
plied at the reduced price at which books are furnished by 
the Board. 

The titles of all books which the conductors of schools 
connected with the Board intend to use in the ordinary 
business of instruction must be reported to the Board ; and 
no other books may be used than those which have been 
reported to and are sanctioned by the Board. It is proper to 
explain, with reference to this regulation, that no books are 
prohibited by the Commissioners, *' except such as appear 
to them to contain matter objectionable in itself, or objection- 
able as peculiarly belonging to some particular religious 
denomination/' The Board does not grant assistance by 
furnishing at reduced prices any books which have not been 
prepared by them. By a further regulation, it is provided, 
that '' if any other books than the Holy Scriptures, or the 
standard books of any Church to which any of the children 
belong, are to be employed in communicating religious in- 
struction, the pastor or religious teacher who proposes to 
employ such book is expected to communicate his intention 
to any individual member of the Board, and consult with 
him as to its suitableness." 

We have examined the volumes published by the Commis* 

«ioners> and we can apeak favourably of tbemt If tbe;^ arQ 
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compared with any of the elementary works which were 
employed twenty 9r thirty years ago in private schools of the 
best reputation in England, these little volumes, prepared for 
the instruction of the poor children in Ireland, must be pro- 
nounced excellent 3 and even if we take another standard, 
and compare them with the improved lesson books now in 
use in Great Britain, the works before us will bear the test of 
even this comparison. 

Of the four books of reading lessons, the second is, we 
think, the least deserving of praise. There is a want of clear- 
ness and precision about some parts of it ; qualities above all 
things necessary for books which are intended to form the 
groundwork of all future knowledge. Such books cannot be 
too plain. It is a difficult thing for an instructed person to 
write with a full feeling of the ignorance of those whom he 
wishes to teach, but still through the want of this feeling the 
minds of children are often confused, and false or imperfect 
notions are frequently impressed upon them. This remark 
applies less to those parts of the volume before us which 
are original, than to the lessons which are taken from other 
books. In some of these lessons too much use is made of 
metaphors, which are frequently forced, and must unavoidably 
convey indistinct impressions to the mind of a child. This 
fault may, it is true, be remedied by explanation on the part of 
the teacher, but it would be much better to leave nothing to 
the operation of a remedy, the application of which must 
frequently be doubtful. A very little trouble would serve to 
remove the defect of which we complain, and the opportunity 
for doing so cannot long be wanting, as the constant demand 
for these volumes, and particularly those which are the most 
elementary, must require them to be frequently reprinted* 
Notwithstanding these blemishes, the book contains much 
that is really valuable. It communicates in an interesting 
manner several facts in natural history, and details many of 
those simple, but useful processes of domestic economy 
which the class of children for whom the lessons are intended 
will most probably some time be called upon to perform. It 
likewise inculcates religious and moral principles, in a man- 
ner calculated to make a deep impression, and teaches 
the duty and advantage of cultivating feelings of benevolence 
towards our fellow-creatures. 

The third and fourth books of reading lessons, which are 
intended for the use of scholars of a more advanced age, are 
deserving of all the praise which we have given to the second 
book, and are free from the blemishes which we have pointed 
9ut, The greater part of their contents consists of extract^ 
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from works of high repute in prose and verse. The subjects 
are sufficiently varied^ and comprehend fables, lessons in 
natural history, religious and moral lessons, geography, poli- 
tical economy, useful arts, and miscellaneous lessons. The 
third volume commences with an extract from Dr. Mayo's 
<* Lessons on Objects," a work which was noticed in the first 
Number of this Journal. We are pleased to see this adoption 
of a system of instruction which teaches the nature and pro- 
perties of things in daily use, as to which children were for- 
merly allowed to remain in perfect ignorance. In another 
part of this volume there are some conversations on the 
different common metals, taken from Dr. Aikin's admirable 
little volume " Evenings at Home," in which the properties 
and uses of each metal are familiarly described. 

The miscellaneous selections of both poetry and prose, the 
object of which is to combine amusement with instruction, 
are made with a considerable degree of taste and judgment* 
The poetry, especially, is of a quality that can hardly fail to 
be interesting to children whose minds have been awakened 
to the perception of moral beauty, and whose hearts have 
been opened to the influence of benevolent feelings. 

So far as we know, the volumes before us furnish the first 
example in our language of any attempt to convey directly to 
children instruction in political economy ; and considering 
that it is not long since a senator, in the British House of 
Commons, " thanked God that he was no political economist," 
it may be considered a bold attempt, to aim at instructing 
the children of the poorer classes in this branch of knowledge. 
The explanations given on the subjects of value, wages, 
capital, and taxes, are plain and satisfactory expositions upon 
what have been generally considered difficult subjects. It 
is evident that they have been drawn up by one who is 
thoroughly master of the subject, and who possesses the art of 
communicating knowledge in plain, concise, and perspicuous 
language. The class of persons for whose use these lessons 
are prepared are fully as much interested as any other por- 
tions of the community in having a clear understanding of the 
leading doctrines of political science. For want of that know- 
ledge, how often have the labouring classes been led by the 
ignorant or designing to form opinions, and to embark in 
projects fraught with equal mischief to themselves and their 
employers. Knowledge of this kind, if generally spread, 
would deprive of their hurtful character the " Trades Unions," 
which have occupied so much of the valuable time, and 
absorbed so much of the hard-earned money of workmen, and 
would teach both the men and their employers (for the lessons 
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are equally needed by both parties) how much their real 
interests are identified. 

An appendix to the fourth book of reading lessons contains 
a copious list of prefixes^ affixes^ and of the principal Latin 
and Greek roots which occur in the volume. The object of 
this appendix^ and the manner in which the author proposes 
that it shiall be used, are thus explained in the preface* : — 

^'Masters will derive considerable assistance in teaching', and 
pupils in learning, the lessons from the list of Latin and Greek roots 
in the appendix. Those in the first section have been arranged 
according to the lessons in which they occur, and have been selected 
at the rate of six roots to each page of reading. It will be of advan- 
tage, therefore, to teach the first section by prescribing, for each 
lesson, a page to be spelled, read^ and explained, and six roots to be 
committed to memory. In hearing the Latin and Greek roots, 
teachers will be careful to examine their pupils on the formation of 
English words from them, by joining prefixes, affixes, and other 
words ; and they will also cause them to give, in addition to the 
examples in the book, as many English words formed from the same 
root as they can recollect. The object of this exercise is to accuS" 
tom young persons to habits of combination and analysis, as well 
as to give them a command of expressions in their own language. 
When the teacher is examining on the reading lesson, he will make 
his pupils point out all the words of which he has learned the Latin 
and Greek roots, explain them according to their derivation, and 
show how they are formed. These directions will be made more 
intelligible by the subjoined example of the method in which the 
lessons are recommended to be taught : — 

" * Linnaeus, the great Swedish naturalist, characterizes and divides 
the three kingdoms of nature, the animal, the vegetable, and the 
mineral, in the following manner: — stones grow ; vegetables grow 
and live; animals grow, live, andj^e^.* 

"The teacher having seen that his pupils can spell every word in 
this sentence, and read it with proper pronunciation, accent,' and 
emphasis, may examine them upon it as follows: — ^Who was 
Linnaeus ? — A Swedish naturalist. From what Latin root is natU" 
rcUist formed ? — Natura, nature. What is the first affix added to 
naiura ? — Al, of or belonging to. What part of speech is natural ? 
—An adjective. What affix is then added to naturaX ? — ^Js^, a doer. 
What part of speech is naturalist ? — A noun. Why is it called a 
noun? — Because it is applied to a person. Applied to persons, 
what should it be? — Naturalists, in the plural number. Is it 
applied to males or females? — ^To both, and is therefore of the 

* Some of the explanations in the Appendix are not good, some are so con- 
fused as to be useless, and a few are wrong. The following are instances of these 
three classes of explanations — Stratus (p. 337) ; Rego (p. 332) ; and Stmguor 
(p. 332). We are, however, far from being of opinion ^hat these explanations 
in the Appendix are badly done. The attempt is highly creditable to the Com- 
missioners ; and a future revision will no doubt reader the execution more 
complete. 

Jan. —April, 1835, ' *. P ^ 
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ttomiTK^n j^ender. What is tK6 meaning of ihe word naiurediBt ?-^ 
A. person who studies nature. What kind of a naturalist was Lin- 
naeuH? — Great. What part of speech is great J-^An adjeetive, 
because it expresses quality. Where was Liui\^us born ? — In 
Sweden. Where is Sweden ? — In tl^e north of Europe. Point it 
out on the map. What is Linnaeus said to have done? — He cha- 
racterized and divided, &c. What parts of speech are these words ? 
— Active verbs, because they express what Linneeus did. An v affix 
in characterize? — /««, to make. The meaning of the Word?— To 
make or give a character or name to. Give me some of the deriva- 
tives of ditidef^^DwiBion^ divUibk, indivisible, dividend. Set. 
What did Linnsus characterize and divide ?*-»Animal9, vegetables, 
and minerals. What are these called?— ^The three kingdoms of 
nature^ How did he characterize minerals ? — ^They grow, &c., &c, 
State to me, in your own words, what you have learned from this 
sentence ?'^-Linna3US was a great naturalist. He was horn in 
Sweden. He formed all natural objects into three great classes or 
kingdoms ; and he thus distinguished each of these kingdoms from 
the other — • stones groto^ &c." ' 

The advantage of such exercises as these are too evident 
to require pointing out. To children who do not receive 
instruction in the dead languages — and all for whom these 
lessons are designed come under that description — it appears 
highly necessary to make them acquainted with such words 
in those languages as enter into the formation of many 
words in their own. It is only by these means that they can 
be enabled to acquire the habit of expressing themselves with 
correctness and precision 3 while children whose education 
embraces the study of Latin and Greek, will derive great 
advantage from being exercised in a similar way. It should, 
however, be observed, that this plan of questioning, unless 
managed by a skilful teacher, is apt to degenerate, like all 
other teaching, into routine. The only remedy for this is 
to be constantly bringing up a new set of well-instructed 
teachers, to supply the place of those who die off. In the 
sample here given of questioning, we think that there is too 
little order and connection, knd that the child \^ill be dis- 
tracted by the variety of the questions^ and confused by the 
vagueness of some of them. 

We cannot say much in praise of the Treatise on Arith- 
metic, which does not appear to be well adapted for teach- 
ing the elements of that science. At the very outset of 
his task, the pupil is met in this work by a iseries of ab- 
struse definitions, for the full comprehension of which a con- 
siderable effort of the mind would be required on the part 
of children df average capacity, even if they should be some 
years older thali it is probable those pupils will at first be 
into whose hands this treatise will be placed. The reason- 
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iiig employed is no doubt gomid and edncltisive, and the 
explanations would be convincing to pupils sufficiently in^ 
structed to admit their force ; but addressed as thev are to 
children of a tender age, and who for the greater part have 
not had their reasoning faculties much cultivated) they are 
sadly out of place, and will, we fear, tend to create a dis-^ 
taste for the study of a science which would prove of gf^at 
utility to the pupils through life* There is little, if any thing, 
which bears the mark of originality in this treatise, which 
appears to be a compilation^ and in a great degree indebted 
to Gregory's ' Philosophy of Arithmetic* The author is so 
little practically aware of the changes which are going on 
that may affect a work which professes to combine practice 
with theory, that he refers in his tables to the old wine 
gallon, the use of which was abolished several years ago in 
favour of the imperial measure. We have noticed some 
other inaccuracies, which should certainly not be allowed 
to disfigure a work designed as an introduction to the study 
of one of the exact sciences. 

We strongly recommend the Commissioners to let at 
least the introductory parts of this treatise be re- written^ and 
made both more elementary and more exact than they are 
at present. 

Geometry forms a part of the course of instruction in 
the national schools of Ireland : the elements of this sci-^ 
ence are presented in a manner admirably suited to tho 
purpose in the unpretending little work before us, which 
is a translation from the French of the Ist and 2nd parts 
of the ^ Elements of Geometry,' by Clairaut. His work 
has been strongly recommended by Lacroix> as being ^^ cal-^ 
culated to open the minds of children, and to prepare them, 
under judicious teachers, for higher studies.'^ Geometry 
has hitherto been too jealously confined to the rigid rules 
of abstract reasoning ; the senses have not been allowed to 
assist, and it has consequently continued to be too difficult 
a study for very young persons, whose minds have beetr 
perplexed by theory before they could perceive the practical 
use of the truths laid before them, and the complete proofiiel 
of which can be obtained only by a chain of close reasoning. 
It i« truly observed in the preface to the little volume now 
before us, that *' there is scarcely a theorem in geometry 
which is not applicable to some useful purpose ;" why then 
should the mass of the people be excluded from a knowledge 
of this science^ because there unfortunately <^^ exists (in this 
country more than in any other,) a professional pride upon 
this subject, which degenerates almost into bigotry?" Why 

P 2 
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should we persist in teaching the first rudiments of the sci- 
ence> exactly in the same manner as they were taught by 
their great master more than 2000 years ago ? Those who 
admire abstract reasoning, who delight in deducing one truth 
from a number of others which have gone before, will not, 
cannot be satisfied with the practical view here taken of the 
subject : but even they will admit that this little book will 
prove a good preparation for Euclid ; while the generality 
of young persops thus taught, and who would otherwise 
know nothing of geometry, will receive great and lasting 
benefit from the study. 

It is the great merit of Clairaut's work, that it excites the 
curiosity of the pupil, and interests his attention before it 
enters into any dry details. Distances are to be measured, 
land is to be surveyed — how is this to be done ? The pro- 
perties of triangles^ and of other figures, are gradually ex- 
plained with simplicity and clearness, and applied to prac- 
tical purposes. There is no long array of definitions at the 
beginning, to be learned by rote, and to disgust the pupil. 
Mo definition is given until it is wanted, and something is 
to be done by the aid of every piece of knowledge, before the 
theorem in which it is involved is demonstrated. 

We give the following as an example of the way of 
treating the subject which has been adopted from the French 
mathematician. It is proposed (page 14, part 2) to make a 
square equal to two other unequal squares. This is very 
ingeniously done ; and thence the property of a right-angled 
triangle, which is demonstrated in the 47th proposition of 
the first book of Euclid, is clearly made out. We are glad 
to see that it is the intention of the Commissioners to 
cause translations to be made of the other parts of Clairaut's 
• Elements,' for the use of the schools under their management. 

*The Elements of Book-keeping/ and the 'Key* to the 
same, are plain and practical explanations of a subject which 
is really very simple, but which is somehow considered, on 
the part of the uninitiated, as a very abstruse business. Any 
person of plain understanding, and with a moderate know- 
ledge of the common rules of arithmetic^ may be made to 
master the whole art and mystery of book-keeping and 
*^ double entry" in the course of one or two lessons. It is 
surprising that in this commercial country, the subject should 
be so little attended to in schools, that with a few exceptions, 
no attempt whatever has been made to explain it. Even in 
schools which profess to give what is called a commercial 
education, all that is done in that respect is to carry the 
pupils through a few more rules of common arithmetic than 
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are considered to be necessary for youths who are not in- 
tended for counting-house employment^ with perhaps a few 
exercises and calculations of exchanges with foreign countries, 
and causing them to copy into their ciphering-books entries 
from fictitious journals and ledgers. As to the principle 
upon which book-keeping should be conducted, we will 
venture to assert, that not one in twenty of the boys who 
receive their education in the so-called *^ Commercial Aca- 
demies/' have any clear idea about it ; in fact^ the whole 
matter is to be learned at the time when they are called 
upon ^to put it in practice. The disadvantage of this im- 
perfect education is not^ indeed, experienced by those who 
commence their career of active life in mercantile counting- 
houses, for the reason already given, that the whole affair is 
so simple when properly explained, as to be mastered at once 
and without difficulty. The real disadvantage of ignorance 
in the art of book-keeping is experienced by a different class 
of youths — those who fill the humbler classes of traders, and 
who are not likely to meet with instruction from persons 
with whom they are placed, because they themselves are 
unacquainted with the principles of the art. Under this 
view, we think the Education Board has done wisely in pre- 
paring these little books, and in making them form a part of 
the studies of the children educated in the national schools. 
It is not necessary to say much about the two volumes 
of * Scripture Lessons.' The objects with which they have 
been compiled are sufficiently explained by the Commis- 
sioners in their report, which we have already quoted. They 
appear to be executed in a way calculated to avoid offending 
the religious feelings or opinions of all the sects for whose 
use they are intended* 



REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS ON THE STATE OF EDUCATION. 1834. 

The interest which has been excited with regard to educa- 
tion, by the conduct of governments on the continent, has 
at last led to a consideration of the subject by a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons ; and as persons of 
various opinions have been examined, many of whom are 
distinguished by their talents and consideration in society^ 
we conceive that we shall be doing some service at this 
moment, by selecting the most important points on which 
the parties are at issue ; and by confronting the opinions of 
each, accompanied by their several reasons for them in their 
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own wordd. The public will thus be enabled to judge on 
which side the truth lien. Although we have been at some 
pains to form accurate judgments on the different heads, 
still as we have no cause to serve but that of truth, we trust 
it will be found that we have given due weight to every well^ 
grounded objection that is started by one side, and not 
effectually met by the other ; for we feel an assurance that 
this is the only spirit in which subjects of great importance 
ever can be discussed with benefit to the public. 

That the very religion which was sent to bring peace on 
earth and good will towards man, whose essence is brotherly 
love, should itself become the cause of endless dissensions 
and bitter hatreds, is a circumstance which must be lamented 
by all good men. But as these dissensions and hatreds pro- 
ceed not from any exciting cause in the religion itself, but 
from human passions and human infirmity, it behoves all 
well-wishers to humanity to consider how the blessings and 
comforts of what they prize so highly may be enjoyed, without 
the evils which we have mentioned. And every plan for 
attaining this desirable object, devised in the spirit of kind- 
ness, should meet with that consideration which the import* 
ance of the subject entitles it to. 

We shall, therefore, in the first instance, as being a 
subject generally considered of great difficulty, adduce the 
evidence with respect to educating the children of parents 
of various religious denominations together. In the first 
article in this Number we have endeavoured to show 
how this attempt has succeeded in Ireland ; and in a pre- 
vious Number (No. XVI. p. 246), we have discussed this 
part of the question as to national education in England. 
The importance of it, in a practical point of view, since it is 
now almost universally admitted to be the chief obstacle to 
the establishment of a truly national system, renders it un- 
necessary to make any apology for recurring to this part of 
the subject. 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of London. 

' 2470. Is not the system of voluntary contribution more pecu- 
liarly suited to this country, where it has, as your Lordship states, 
been in operation, and where likewise there are great differences 
among religious sects, which are an obstacle to their meeting toge- 
ther in one school ? — My own experience has long ago led me to 
the conclusion, that any attempt to give a common education, which 
is to comprise sound and correct religious instruction to children 
whose parents are of different persuasions, will be likely to fail ; 
unless, as is the case in many of our parochial schools, the parents 
are content to let their children receive religious instruction accord- 
ing to the doctrines of the Church of England, which, up to a cer- 
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Cain point, are ndt objected to by the great body of diseentere ; but 
where that is the case, I think it more expedient for the interests of 
religion and peace, that they should be educated separately, by 
teachers of their own persuasion. And so far from looking upon 
this view of the subject as narrow or uncharitable, I am persuaded 
it is the most liberal mode of proceeding, because it is the most 
likely to avoid those disagreements and misunderstandings which 
always occur where different denominations are united in one insti* 
tution for the purpose of instruction. I wish it to be understood 
that my observations apply simply to education, and not to any 
other kind of charity; because in almost every kind of charity, 
churchmen and dissenters may unite without difficulty. 

* 2471. With respect Ho the education of children, is it, in your 
Lordship's opinion, impracticable that the children should be taught 
on the days of the week such lessons and explanations of the Bible 
as may inculcate the doctrines of Christianity, on which the church 
and the greater portion of the dissenters of this country agree ; and 
that, on Sundays only, those doctrines should be taught which are 
peculiar to the Church of England, as distinguished from the opi- 
nions of dissenters ? — ^To a certain extent that is the case in our 
schools: the religious instruction usually given in our national 
schools is not such as would shock the opinions of any denomina- 
tions, except perhaps Unitarians and Roman Catholics. 

* 2472. With respect to the Baptists, are there not parts of the 
catechism to which they would object ?-«-Ye8 ; and I do not think 
that a Church of England teacher could consent to sink th&t part as 
not being important. 

* 2473. All the dissenters object to the question as to godfathers 
and godmothers? — Yes, that is a question of fact; there is a diffi- 
culty about that, but not a very important one ; tktre is no doubt 
the children might be taught the catechism oi\ Sundays ; but we 
could not come to any distinct compromise that it should not b^ 
taught on the week days. A number of the children of dissenters 
were educated in the national schools in the parish of Bishopsgate ; 
there were the children of Roman Catholics and Jews, and 1 never 
had any difficulty. 

The Rev. W. Johnson^ clerical superintendent of the 
schools of the National Society. 

' 41. Are the schools of the society in any way confined to chil- 
dren and parents who belong to the established church ? — They are 
open to all ; and children of all descriptions, both Roman Catholics 
and dissenters of all kinds, and also Jews have been in our school, 
and some of them have risen high in it. 

* 42. But always understanding, though the parents were Jews, 
that the children are taught the Church of England discipline and 
doctrine ? — Yes ; the question has never been once raised that I am 
aware of. 

** 43. The society does not authorize any exceptions being made 
with respect to the children of persons who dissent from the doctrine 
of the Chprch of England as to the condition of teaching the 
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Church of England catechism? — No; that is a case which I 
think has never occurred for the last twenty*two years ; and had it 
occurred^ and been sanctioned by the commiltee, I should have 
considered it very inconvenient to have two sets of children in the 
same class, under the same roof learning different things, 

' 44« Do the committee understand you to say that no applica- 
tion has been made by parents of such children to make that ex- 
ception or condition ?— That is the case. 

*• 45. Is there any obligation on the part of the parents of such 
children to allow their children to go to attend the worship of the 
established church on the Sunday ? — ^As regards our own school, 
we are certainly always most anxious to have the children with us 
on the Sunday ; but there are continually some absent on that day ; 
reasons are assigned for their absence, and those reasons admitted ; 
but / should not think myself justified^ according to the under' 
stood principle and practice on which the directing committee of 
the society act, to allow children to go to a dissenting place of 
worship, 

* 54. In speaking of the central school, over which you have a 
sort of personal control, supposing, for example, that a child had 
attended during the whole week regularly, and that, on the next 
Monday morning, having absented himself from the place of worship 
of the established church, should be asked why he was absent, and 
had stated that he had gone to the place of worship that his parents 
usually attended, would that child in your school be excluded ? — 
Certainly not. I should send for the parents, and say, such are 
my instructions, your child is expected to be here on the Sunday, 
and I can assure you, that in no place where your child can possibly 
go, will greater kindness be shown to the child than by me ; and, 
occasionally, the parents have been overcome in that way. 

The Rev. J. C, Wigram, secretary to the National School 
Society. 

* 705. Many dissenters send their children with a feeling that the 
ivflvence of the parent at home vnll countervail anything that is 
done at school ; and it is their firm, intention, as many of them have 
told me, to keep their children in the practices of dissenters when 
they grow vp, 

' 714. Do not you think it would be possible to frame a general 
system of religious instruction, directed to the formation of religious 
habits, without in any way disturbing the peculiar feelings of pecu- 
liar sects? — I do not; because no person who takes what a church- 
man would call a low view of religious doctrine, or who verges 
towards Unitarianism, can conceive of our method of teaching the 
doctrine of redemption and sanctification in the catechism, as con- 
ciliatory, or as endurable in fact; I mean endurable in the sense of 
being at all consistent with his own religious convictions.' 

The Rev. W. Cotton, member of the committee of the 
Natioual School Society twelve or thirteen years. 

* 1891. Do you think that dissenters and Roman Catholics gene- 
rally would object to the superintendence of the clergy ; or, if some 
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minister of religion must superintend the schools, would they object 
more to the clergy of the church than to the ministers of the various 
religious denominations who happened to reside in the neighbour* 
hood? — I think that the objection is rather a theoretic than a prac- 
tical one ; for, as far as my observation goes» I do not think that 
the dissenters generally have objected to their children coming to 
Our schools. Those dissenters who have strong religious feelings 
on peculiar poiuts of doctrine, will neither send their children to our 
schools, or any school except those of their own persuasion ; but 
the great mass of the parents (of the destitute children of the 
country — destitute of the means of providing for their own educa- 
tion) who are commonly called dissenters, have very little religious 
feeling on doctrinal points at all, and care very little on the subject, 
provided their children have the advantage of instruction ; and, 
therefore, I do not believe that any serious practical inconvenience 
has resulted ; and as we ask no questions when a child comes to a 
school, whether the parentis a dissenter or not, I do not think that 
among the g^eat mass of dissenters any serious objection exists to 
their children entering our schools, or that they view the inter- 
ference of our clergy with the same jealousy that they would the 
superintendence of the ministers of any dissenting congregation. 
They have an impression that there is not that anxiety among our 
clergy to make proselytes to their church (although anxious to 
diffuse Christian knowledge) which is manifested by many of the 
sectarian ministers to increase their congregations ; and, therefore, 
I think they look with less jealousy to the superintendence of the 
clergyman than they would to the superintendence of any compe- 
tent dissenting minister. 

*• 1936. Do you think it impossible to conduct national schools in 
such a way as to admit persons of various religious creeds? — I think 
that you can teach religion upon one set of principles, without in a 
very serious degree destroying the efficacy of your schools. 

* 1937. Have you ever considered the matter in this point of 
view, whether you might not afford education to a larger portion of 
the children of the people generally, without compromising in any 
degree that which is due to the children of the established church, 
by permitting those who conscientiously dissent from the use of the 
catechism and the creeds to be excused from attending those parti- 
cular portions of education? — I should be afraid of the conse- 
quences, if such an exception were made in the schools for the lower 
orders of the people, because a great number of the parents that 
send their children to our schools have very little religious belief. 
If you ask them what their religious belief is, they will tell you that 
they attend Mr. so and so. The differences of religion among the 
poor may generally be reduced to an attachment to some particular 
teacher, rather than to any deffijed principles or doctrines of reli- 
gion ; and, therefore, I apprehend that our giving the permission to 
children who dissent from the church to decline joining the class 
where the catechism is taught, would be entirely disorganising the 
discipline of the school, and would be an encouragement to other 
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children to make out that their parents were dissenters, and pro« 
bably disturb the general instruction, rather than do Uie individuals 
in question any practical good. I would much prefer, where neces- 
sary, to have a separate school for those who differ so essentially 
from me as not to submit to any mode of instruction ; and I have 
acted upon this principle, by subscribing to a Jews* school. 

* Do you think there are not many parents who object to send 
their children to national schools, who yet send their children to 
schools on the British system, where no peculiar doctrines are incul* 
cated ? — My own opinion is, that it is not so much the dreumstanoe 
of no peculiar religious instruction being communicated in the 
British and Foreign Schools, but other circumstanoes, such as the 
influence of persons connected with those schools, or the circum- 
stance of contiguity, which carry the children there, because / have 
a firm persuasion that the poor do not look with great anxiety to 
the particular religious principles upon which their children are 
educated, provided they are taught what we all understand as the 
great principles of religUms and moral duty* 

The Rev. George Clark^ chaplain of the Military Asylum 
at Chelsea. 

* 1957. Are the scholars brought up in the service of the esta* 
blished church? — Yes; we have a chapel in the institution, and 
they all attend divine service there. 

* 1958. And you use the church catechism ? — ^Yes, 

* 1979. Are many of them children of dissenters? — I do not 
know; we make no inquiries of that sort; some of them of course 
must be children of Roman Catholics, as there are a great many 
Irish boys in the school. 

' 1980. You follow one system with them all? — ^Yes: many of 
the parents are Irish soldiers, or their wives, but they never make 
any objection to our mode of instruction. 

* 1985. Have you ever known a single instance of a difficulty 
occurring on account of religious scruples ? — No, I do not recollect 
any. I think there was once, many years ago, an application from 
one or two of the parents who were Roman Catholics ; and I think 
one of the commissioners explained to them the great inconvenience 
that it probably would be to the school, if there was a difference of 
instruction, and that their children would lose many advantages by 
it ; and I think they acquiesced. 

Professor Pillans. 

*' 446. Are you aware what is the system in Germany in that 
respect (of religion) ? — I should say the arrangements in Germany 
upon that subject are extremely liberal, and, with every anxiety for 
religious instruction, provide at the same time for the cases of 
different religion with the greatest t^ttention, and with the most per- 
fect impartisdity. 

* 541. Do you not suppose that a sufficient religious education 
could be conveyed, without the conveyance at the same time of any 
peculiar religious doctrine ? — I am disposed to think so as regards 
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children, hoi\i because I think thai the dodrinei of our religioTiy a* 
far a« they have a tendency to inftuenee the habita and praolice of 
the youngs may be separated^ and kept distinct from the peouHar 
opinions of any one aect ; and because such opinions^ embodied in 
any school books, I should consider as nearly ineffectual for any 
purpose at aU, turning, as they generally do, upon points which are 
altogether beyond the comprehension of the young mind; and 
therefore it is that I think it most of all desirable to have a system 
of religious instruction for schools founded upon the scriptures, but 
directed only to those parts of the sacred volume which have a 
moral tendency, and which are likely to influence the conduct) 
cherish the best affections, and regulate the behaviour of the young*. 
I am fortified in that opinion by the example of the German States, 
where the school instruction is founded on this principle, as well as 
of Prance, where the law on that head is very nearly a transcript of 
the German. 

' Has it ever suggested itself to you^ in the matter of teaching 
religion, that teaching theology is one thing, and inculcating reli^ 
gious habits is another ? — Yes^ I think thai is obvious^ though cer^ 
tainly not sufficiently attended to in practice, 

*" In the creation of religious habits, do not all sorts of Christians 
agree, as far as you have had an opportunity of considering the sub^ 
ject of teaching? — I think so. 

' Supposing that we wanted to teach theology to pupils, the 
teaching of theology would be like the teaching of any other science ? 
— It certainly requires a matured understanding to deal with sub- 
jects so deep and difficult ; nor can it be a very profitable employ- 
ment for the mind of a child, to be turned to points of doctrine upon 
which, from its very nature, it cannot be informed. 

* So that, in fact, the business of a teacher of the people, consi-^ 
dering the matter of national education, would be to form religious 
habits, and those might be formed in a national school which did 
not impose any dogmata upon the minds of the pupils ? — I should 
say so» certainly ; at the same time, I wish it to be understood that, 
by dogmata, I mean the peculiar tenets of any particular sect : the 
leading and distinctive doctrines of Christianity ought not to be 
omitted. It is these only, I conceive, that are within the province 
of the schoolmaster, his vocation being more of a literary than of 
an ecclesiastical character. 

' Assuming that there is a general coincidence in all Christian 
sects, those truths might be taught in a national school, without 
trenching upon any religious differences that might exist between 
them ? — I think they might. 

^ And, therefore, if there were a spirit of forbearance among the 
Christian sects at this time existing in England, there would, iu 
reality, be no objection on this score to the institution of a national 
education? — Not the least, I should think. There is in the pre- 
sent day, as far as I have observed, less of excitement and mutual 
hostility between the different sects in Germany and France than in 
England ; and, accordingly^ in the ministerial and official instruct 
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tions sent out to the prefect of ike circle or department, as well as to 
the teachers themselves^ they are strongly enjoined to encourage mixed 
schools, where the children may practically learn the principle of 
toleration and mutual forbearance ; and, where that cannot be 
done, the authorities are invited to take every means to provide such 
religious instruction apart^ as shall be thought necessary, or even to 
form separate schools. The last, however, they consider as a 
resource not to be resorted to, unless all means of uniting the two 
persuasions shall be found unavailing. ^ 

* 548. Do you not suppose that the teaching of various sects in 
one school^ under that system of Catholic faith, if it may be so 
caUedy would very much tend to promote general kindliness amongst 
the whole population ? — I think so desirable an object most likely to 
be attained by such a joint and mixed system. Judging both from 
reason and experience^ I should say it is a result that could scarcely 
fail to take place. 

' 549. Do you not think a true Christian feeling would be created 
by such a system of national education ? — I do. 

^ 550. Do you consider that in any way the interests of religion 
would be injured by such a system? — On the contrary, it appears to 
me that the amount of religious feeling and true Christianity would 
be increased very considerably by such an arrangement, inasmuch 
as we are all taught to believe, and cannot help believing, who are 
familiar with the scriptures and the New Testament, that brotherly 
love is the first of Christian virtues J 

Mr. William Allen, the treasurer of the British and Foreign 
School Society^ follows on the same side. 

* 865. In the schools of the British and Foreign School Society, 
are questions asked upon various passages of scripture, and parti- 
cularly the extracts of scripture which are read by the children ? — 
I consider it a valuable part of the system that in which the children 
are interrogated, so that we may know whether they really understand 
what they have been reading. But as far as my knowledge goes, we 
cautiously avoid everything which shall have a tendency to proselyte 
to any particular sect, or to any particular feeling, on the sulject of 
religion. 

* 868. Do you conceive that there is any danger in so doing of 
making the religion which is taught to them of too vague and 
general a nature, to produce an effect upon the conduct and cha* 
racter ? — On the contrary, in the extracts from scripture, which 
were prepared in the first instance by some friends of mine and my- 
self, at Petersburg, in 1818 and 1819, for the Emperor Alexander, 
and which were adopted by the emperor, and made the reading 
lessons of the empire, and which is now printed in most of the lan- 
guages of Europe, and in Arabic also : in those reading lessons we 
have dwelt particularly upon the great duties of man towards God 
and towards mankind in general. We have made them bear upon 
those duties in a very striking and prominent way, without any 
comment whatever, but merely in the words of scripture ; such as 
the duties of subjects to government, in the words of scripture ; the 
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duties of servants to masters, in the words of scripture ; the relative 
duties of husbands and wives, and parents and children, in the 
words of scripture. They were most anxiously calculated to bring 
out those great and important duties, and to engrave them upon the 
minds of the children, while at the same time we let the children 
have the whole scriptures, without limitation; but their attention 
was particularly directed towards some of the most important points, 
and the good effects that have resulted from this have been very 
striking in various countries. 

* 869. Do you conceive that that plan of instruction tends to 
produce charity and harmony between different Christian deno- 
minations? — I conceive that nothing is so much calculated to pro« 
duce unity and harmony among Christians in general, as the educa- 
tion of their children together, avoiding all those little distinctions 
by which one sect is separated from another ; but where they shall 
unite in all the great features of the Christian religion as taught in 
the Holy Scriptures, without note or comment, or as to any parti- 
cular view or sect. 

' 893. Are the committee to understand that you endeavour, as 
much as possible, to inculcate morality, but not any particular reli- 
gion ? — Religion, in the most emphatic sense of the word, we wish 
to insist upon ; and we think that, by teaching the poor to reverence 
the word of divine revelation and inspiration, we are assisting the 
cause of religion most materially, because upon that is founded all 
our hopes, 

* 897. Then you would leave the minister of his own denomina- 
tion to superadd further instruction upon that foundation? — Cer- 
tainly. 

*• 898. Is the child tnade aware of the different constructions put 
upon the different passages of scripture? — We should think it very 
much out of our place to put into the minds of poor children that 
there were great diversities of opinion about these things, which we 
wish them to consider as sacred. We should be sorry to stir up 
any doubt in their minds about it, seeing that there is so much that 
is plain, and does not require any explanation. 

* 900. Do you, then, expect that the child shall be able to make 
the application which is intended in the Holy Scriptures — ^for in- 
stance, the proper application of the prophecies? — We think it 
quite right to let the child know that there are certain prophecies 
with regard to the coming of the Messiah, in which all religious 
sects agree. All that we avoid is, anything sectarian that relates to 
any view that is peculiar to one set of Christians, and distinguishes 
them from another. 

' 901. If there were any prophecy, for instance, of which the 
application was disputed by various sects, you would not, in teach- 
ing that particular passage, state anything to the child with refer- 
ence to that peculiar application ?— We should think it most prudent 
to say nothing about it. 

* 902. But in those cases in which the application is plain and 
evident, and agreed upon by all sects, in those cases you make it 
known to the child that it is the Messiah that is spoken of?-— Yes. 
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* 9£9. How do you deal with the explanation of texts which 
necessarily involve points of doctrine? — We do not deem it neces- 
sary to explain them ; we consider that, in the Holy Scriptures, 
there is enough that is plain ; that the path is so plain, that the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err in it. 

* 933. With reference to the doctrine of the atonement, do you 
suppose that any child leaves your school without having that in- 
culcated upon him ? — He has what the scripture says of it, and that 
is abundantly sufficient. 

934i Has he no explanation of it ? — It is to be understood that 
these are not schools of theology ; they are schools for teaching the 
elements and the means of acquiring knowledge, and we take advan- 
tage of that opportunity to imbue the mind with the great truths of 
Christianity and morality as contained in the scriptures, but we do 
not enter into nice points*' 

The Rev. J. Wood, secretary of the school on the British 
system in Harp-alley. 

'2166. Is it your intention not to teach anything, in your read- 
ing of scripture, that should be inconsistent or at variance with the 
instruction that the boys may aflerwards receive in the Church of 
England Sunday-schools, or any other Sunday-schools which they 
may attend ? — Certainly. I should endeavour to avoid teaching 
anything at variance with what they may afterwards receive at their 
own school. 

' 2167. Therefore, if they receive as much instruction in regard 
to the Bible as you should give, what would be learned afterwards 
would be the amplification, and not anything in contradiction with 
what you teach? — Precisely so ; but I may be allowed the oppor- 
tunity of stating that, speaking practically, I believe almost the 
whole Bible may be taught, and made the basis of instruction, with- 
out going into the peculiarities of sects. I believe that, to do this, 
is much more practicable than people, who have not turned their 
attention to the subject, generally suppose.' 

The following is a portion of the examination of Dr. Henry 
Julius, who conducted a journal partly devoted to education 
in Prussia^ 

' 1782. Is it not the fact, that the clergymen, both Catholic and 
Protestant, take great pains to see that the children attend the 
school ? — ^Yes» 

' 17S4. Do you know any instance in which a difficulty has 
arisen on account of the religious belief of the different parts of the 
community, to meeting in one school on account of religion ?— No ; 
they are quite separate in religious instruction : if they are united, 
as soon as the commune can afford the means they are separated 
into two schools ; but where only one can be erected the religious 
instruction is given quite separately by different persons. 
- ' 1793. You stated that the clergymen superintend those schools ; 
supposing you have got a school which is of a mixed character, 
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containing Catholics and Protestants, do both the Protestant and 
Catholic clergymen superintend it ? — Yes* 

' 1794. Do you find there is any difficulty ?— No, in general not. 

' 1795. They unite in their desire of promoting education, and- in 
that way superintend the school ?— Yes. 

' 1800. The Protestant father would have no apprehension that 
the Catholic master would try to make a convert of his son, or vice 
wr*a?— No ; the children are always educated in the religion of the 
father. 

* 1803. Are there any prayers used in the school? — Yes, always 
at the beginning and the end. 

' ] 804. Supposing the children in the school are of a mixed cha* 
racter, what is done in that respect P-^^-The master would have a 
prayer equally approved by both.' 

Mr. Henry Dutin^ secretary to the British and Foreign 
School Society. 

* 211. Is it the principle of the British and Foreign School 
Society to interfere in any way with the religious denomination of 
the scholars in the schools of theil* society? — Not in any way fur- 
ther than to expect that they shall attend some place of worship, 
leaving it to the judgment of the parents to decide what place. 

* Are they required to give an account on the Monday morning 
that they have attended some place of worship on the Sunday ? — 
They are. 

' 340. Are the pieces in the book of extracts chiefly fW)m scrip- 
ture ? — They are entirely selected from the scriptures, both of the 
Old and New Testament. The object of the selection is to obtain, 
in a small bulk, as introductory to the whole Bible, those portions 
of scripture which are best adapted to the capacity of children. 

* 341. They are moral, and not doctrinal ?— They are both ; they 
are selected from the Old and New Testament, and from the 
Epistles as Well as the Gospels. 

* 342. Are they approved of by ministers of different denomina- 
tions ? — ^We believe* from their being extensively used, that they are 
thus approved. They are used in many schox>ls conducted by mem^ 
bers of the established church, and they are equally used in others 
conducted by dissenters ; so that we do not find any practical diffi-. 
culty in their introduction.' 

Mr. J. T. Crossley^ master of the Borough Road School 

* 1133. And in those cases in which it occurs in a Sentence in the 
New Testament, wherein it involves a great theological difference, 
you do not raise in the child's mind any conception of the theolo- 
gical difference ?-^We keep to the obvious meieming of the text. 

' 1124. And in carrying out your plan, you do not so lead his 
mind as to mftke him believe upon one side or the other? — We 
simply keep to the authorized version. 

' 1125. Do not you so form and discipline the mitld of the child 
by his previous education, that you give him a capacity of judging 
of the meaning of it ? — We believe that if the child is daily ques- 
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tioned upon the meaning of the scriptures, together with the gram- 
matical meaning of the words, inasmuch as scripture is its own 
interpreter, he cannot fail to arrive at the most important truths. 

' 1126. Those matters of opinion which peculiarly divide Chris- 
tian sects, you do not think it necessary to present before him ? — 
We should not, for instance, go into a discussion of the meaning of 
the word ^' baptize ;" we should avoid it, 

'1127. Supposing, for instance, you were reading the text — 
•* This is my beloved Son," you would probably ask the child what 
God called the Saviour, and expect the child to say his *' Son ;'' but 
you would not ask him in what sense he called him his Son? — We 
should ask, ^' Who is called here the Son, and by whom is he called 
the Son ?'' And it requires no further question. 

' 1128. In limiting yourself to that kind of teaching, do you think 
that that in any way limits your usefulness in framing what may be 
termed religious habits and moral habits? — I am convinced that 
it does not, because I see the result in children coming out. They 
go into life with a large knowledge of scripture, and with a great 
desire to gain more ; and we find them acting consistently with it. 
Of the youths that we have had who have been taught side by side 
in the same class, and have become monitors in the school, some 
have become Independents, some Wesleyans, and some of the 
Church of England. 

' 1166. Is any public prayer used morning and evening in your 
school ? — ^No. 

* 1167. Is any prayer taught to the children for private use? — 
The duty of prayer is impressed, and questions of course occur on 
what they are to pray for. 

' 1168. Is there any religious exercise in the school? — At the 
commencement and at the close of the school, daily, I read a chap- 
ter, and sometimes more, in a slow and impressive manner; the 
attention of the children is kept up to it, and a solemn quietness is 
observed before and afler it.* 

The Rev. James Carlisle, one of the Commissioners for 
Education in Ireland. 

* 2554. As regards the great leading features of the scheme, that 
of educating the children of the Irish population under the manage- 
ment of a board, consisting of individuals of different religious per- 
suasions, your experience does not show that the scheme is not one 
that may be acted upon extensively and usefully ? — I think we have 
got over all the great difficulties upon that subject, and that we are 
now, both as regards the country, and as regards the board, pre- 
pared to go over the length and breadth of the land, if we had the 
means of doing so.' 

By the foregoing evidence, it will be perceived that the 
foundations upon which the conclusions of the parties op- 
posed to each other on this important subject are grounded, 
are nearly as follows : — 
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The evidence of those who would 
not educate Christians of various 
denominations together in the same 
schools, without interfering with the 
peculiar religious opinions of the 
parents. 



The evidence of those who would edu- 
cate various denominations of Chris- 
tiana together in the same schools, 
without interfering with the peculiar 
religious opinions of the parents. 



That, by so doings?, children 
would be taught the principles 
of toleration and mutual forbear- 
ance ; that a general kindliness 
and brotherly love (which is the 
first of Christian virtues) would 
be promoted ; and the amount 
of religion and true Christianity 
would be very considerably in- 
creased. 

That as the doctrines of reli- 
gion, as far as they have a ten- 
dency to influence the practice 
and habits, may be separated 
from the peculiar doctrines of 
sects, and as all denominations 
of Christians are anxious to cul- 
tivate relitrious habits, and con- 
tro verted points of theology are 
beyond the comprehension of 
children, the leading and dis- 
tinctive doctrines of Christianity 
upon which all are agreed, need 
only be taught at schools. 

That as the great mass of doc- 
trine and morals which all Chris- 
tians have in common, and no- 
thing which is in opposition to 
the opinions of any sect should 
be taught, whatever instruction 
may afterwards be given by the 
clergyman of the particular sect 
to which the individual belongs, will not be in contradiction to, 
but an amplification of, what the individual has learned at school. 

That the peculiar doctrines of the church of which the child is to 
be a member, may be inculcated on a Sunday. 

That the schools of the British and Foreign Society have been 
conducted upon these principles with the greatest advantage to the 
children ; and also the mixed schools of the Catholics and Pro- 
testants and other sects in Ireland. 

That in Germany no mischief has been found to arise from chil- 
dren of various denominations of Christians being brought up toge* 
ther, and listening to the same prayer, 

Jan* — Apail> 1835. Q 



That it would be better for the 
interests of religion and of peace, 
that the children of various sects 
should be educated separately. 

That any attempt to give a 
common education, which is to 
compris&fiound and correct reli- 
gious instruction to children 
whose parents are of different 
religious denominations, will be 
likely to fail, unless the parents 
be willing that they should be 
instructed in the doctrines of the 
church of England. 

That there is no doubt that 
the children might be taught the 
catechism on Sundays, but the 
church could not come to a dis- 
tinct compromise that it should 
not be taught on week days. 

That it would be very incon- 
venient to have two sets of chil- 
dren under the same roof, learn- 
ing different things. 

That the national schools do 
receive the children of dissent- 
ers, Roman Catholics, and Jews, 
but they are required to submit 
to the usual religious discipline, 
and attend the service of the 
church of England on a Sunday. 
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In this evidence we have been forcibly struck by the cir<« 
cumstance of Protestant Dissenters^ Roman Catholics, and 
Jews sending their children to the national schools, simply 
on account of the impossibility of their being educated 
elsewhere, and of those children being compelled^ not 
only to attend the service of the church of England, but even 
to learn the church catechism. The manner iil which the 
Eishop of London and other clergymen have spoken of this^ 
convinces us that either they or we take a mo^t erroneous 
view of the case. Mr. Dunn, in his evidence (395), says, 
^ Their (the dissenters) feeling is, that it is not the best mode 
of teaching a child morality, to require him to repeat that 
ivhich is not true ;' and we cannot refrain from saying, that* 
according to our ideas^ a more odious piece of tyranny never 
came before our notice. If the National School Society has 
arrived at the conclusion that it is not practicable (the in- 
terests of religion being attended to) to educate children of 
various religious denominations under one roof, they ought 
either to refuse to receive the children of dissenters, or to 
obtain the permission of the parents to proselyte them^ with 
a distinct understanding that no attempt should afterwanls 
be made at home to bring them back to their own way of 
thinking : but thus to abuse and tamper with the minds of 
youths and partially overturn their belief in those doctrines 
which^ from their earliest infancy^ they have been taught to 
revere as the fountains of virtue and of truth, and partially 
to teach them what their parents do not wish them to learn, 
without at the same time attempting to insure their not being 
again shaken in the belief of what they have been taught at 
school, immediately upon their return home, is^ according 
to our ideas, perfectly indefensible. The Rev. J. C. Wi- 
gram, secretary to the National School Society, says (705)^ 
* Many dissenters send their children with a feeling that the 
influence of the parent at home will countervail anything 
that is done at school $ and it is their firm intention, as many 
of them have told me^ to keep their children in the practices 
of dissenters when they grow up.' In order to prove that 
the system pursued by the National School Society in this 
respect is deserving of severe reprobation, we think that 
sufficient evidence has been adduced — and evidence to which 
the Society cannot object, as it comes from members of their 
own body. As to the evidence on the general question — 
whether children of parents of different religious denomina- 
tions ought or ought not to be educated together«^we shall 
leave it; without further comment^ to the re^^t 
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INFANT SCBOOLS. 
SVIBSKCX AGAIKST INFANT 8CB00LS. 



SVIDSNCB IN PATOUR OF INFANT 
SCHOOLS. 



* The bad singing learnt by 
the children is very difficult to 
unlearn; and the method of 
teaching in those schools is very 
prejudicial to simple and effect- 
ive reading.' — The ^ Rev. W. 
Johnson^ 193. 

* Infant school tuition is so 
much of an amusement, that the 
children are not willing at first 
to work, so as to make a serious 
business of their studies.' — Mr, 
Dunn, 352. 

* The children from infant 
sehools are certainly better pre^ 
pared than other children, but 
not to the extent that we once 
hoped.*— Jd. 

' The number of competent 
infant school teachers is very 
limited. It is very easy to open 
an infant school, and to intro- 
duce certain amusements for the 
children, but it is not easy to 
obtain a teacher who will labo- 
riously instruct them,'*— Jd. 354, 



'We find the minds of ehiU 
dren who have been to good in* 
fant schools better prepared than 
others.' — Mr. Drnin^ 354. 

' There is abundant reason 
for being favourably impressed 
with the advantages of infant 
schools. When children from 
them are admitted into the na- 
tional schools, they begin at 
another grade; their desire of 
knowledge, too, is increased bv 
the pleasurable form in which 
the elements of it have been 
communicated to them in the 
infant school.' — The Rev. fV. 
Wilson, 2194-5. 

* There are some few things 
perhaps to unlearn in going from 
an infant school to a national 
school. Our national schools 
(at Walthamstow) are now nearly 
formed of those who have had 
previous instruction in the infant 
school. Before that was the case, 
children coming from the infant 
school soon rose to the first 

" , class.*— /d., 2196. 

* The question is between 
children passing their time at the school, and their living for a con- 
siderable part of the day almost neglected in the streets.' — Id, 221 7« 

* I have seen, and I have thought a little on the subject of infant 
schools. The result is, an intimate conviction that there is no in* 
strument of national improvement more powerful — none more 
likely, if well directed, to have a beneficial influence upon the habita 
of the population, than establishments of this sort. Salles d'asyte^ 
as infant schools are called in France, though not mentioned in the 
law on primary instruction, are strongly recommended in the circu- 
lars of the minister to the prefects of the departments and the other 
local authorities. In the year 1833 there were already ten in ope- 
ration in Paris, and they were spreading among the provincial 
towns.' — Professor Pillans^ 601. 

To the question 602 — ^ Have you ever heard it observed that the 
children who have been at an infant school are apt to consider that 
iastruction should be made merely a matter of amusement, and are 

fox tb»t reiuson mpr^ difi&cult to be brought under the discipUae og 
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severer instruction ?* Professor Pillans replied ; ' I never heard the 
observation made before, and cannot believe it to be founded in 
fact. Such result, where it does occur, I should take to be an in- 
fallible proof that the school the children were transferred to was 
ill conducted, or on a bad system. The nature of an infant school 
IS, to render a child submissive and obedient, and not disposed to 
resist any of the authorities that are over him.' 

The Bishop of London is favourable to infant schools. 2442 and 
2483. 

Lord Brougham is in favour of infant schools. 

Dr. Julius states that infant schools are beginning to be esta- 
blished in Prussia; there are three or four in Berlin. 1792. 

With regard to the difficulty of finding a number of mis- 
tresses fit to conduct infant schools, however the circumstance 
may be regretted, still, when we consider that no measures 
have been adopted to prepare them for the task, it can hardly 
be a subject of surprise. Let us consider what the mistress 
of such a school has to do. She has to keep the attention 
of fifty or sixty very young children constantly alive while 
she communicates instruction. There are certainly manuals 
to assist her in the performance of this duty ; but all who 
have made any attempt to impart instruction on any subject, 
know that the method of putting the matter must be varied 
with the individual ; and, to do this, the mistress must not 
only have a thorough knowledge of the thing to be taught, 
but also considerable tact and patience. We had, not long 
since, the pleasure of visiting an infant school under the 
direction of a mistress who was competent to the task she 
had undertaken, and we can bear witness to the talent, 
temper, and personal exertion which were called forth in the 
performance of this duty. 

The evidence on this subject only proves how necessary it 
is that persons should be fitted, by a regular course of in- 
struction, for the situation of infant schoolmistress, and that 
none should be permitted to undertake it who are unable 
to obtain a certificate of competency. There ought, in fact, 
to be schools for forming mistresses of this description. 
This conclusion is derived as much from the evidence of 
those who are less favourable to infant schools, as from that 
of those who speak so highly of them. If the friends of infant 
schools think them very useful, even under the present sys- 
tem, they must admit, that if there were always a sufficient 
supply of good teachers for them, the usefulness of these 
schools would be increased in a very great degree. 

That normal schools, or schools tor educating teachers, 
must form the basis of any good system of general public 
education; appears to be admitted by all who have given the 
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subject their serious consideration. The circumstance of 
persons being taken at hazard to teach what, perhaps, they 
know but indifferently themselves, would of itself account 
for the very little consideration in which the office of school- 
master is held, and the small advantage gained by those 
who attend the schools. But if schools for the instruction 
of schoolmasters were organized in various districts, and 
certificates, upon examination, given — without which they 
should not be permitted to undertake the office — not only 
would the rank of the profession of schoolmaster be raised, 
but the means of diffusing a sound and regenerating system 
of education would be secured. The following are such 
portions of the evidence on the subject as we consider im- 
portant. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

The Rev. W. Johnson, clerical superintendent of the 
National School Society. 

' 19. The total number of masters and mistresses of both kinds* 
trained in the central schools up to the present time, is 2039 ; and 
in addition to this, 657 schools in the country have been organized, 
and provided with temporary teachers. 

* The supplying schools with masters and mistresses is one 
principal object of the society.' 

Mr. Henry Dunn^ secretary to the British and Foreign 
School Society. 

' 222. Has it been a habit with the Society to furnish school* 
masters wherever they are able to do so ? — It has been ; and one 
chief reason why the schools in London and the neighbourhood 
which I have referred to, have sometimes failed to meet our wishes, 
has been, that committees have too frequently elected a master 
rather from some personal influence which he may have had with 
themselves, than on account of his merits; and when they have 
once elected, we find them extremely reluctant to remove inefR- 
cient teachers.* 

' 224. Have you an establishment for preparing schoolmasters 
for the duty of teaching in the central school of the Borough 
Road ?— We have. 

* 225. Can you tell how many there are, on the average, who 
are usually in the school with that view? — There are twenty at this 
time training for boys' schools, and ten for girls* schools ; during the 
last year ninety-eight were trained.* 

' 227. What is the usual age at which young men are received 
who are to be taught as schoolmasters ? — From nineteen to twenty- 
three or twenty-four is about the age that we prefer. In some 
cases we take them a little earlier, and in others when they are 
much older; but we prefer to have them between the age of nine^ 
teen and twenty-four ; because we co|isider that, by that time the 
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character is formed, and they are not yet too old to learn a new 
system, or to conform to any plan laid down for their guidance/ 

* 229. How long do they generally remain in your central 
school in the course of preparation for schoolmasters ?— The time 
which we fix as the minimum is three months ; but of late we have 
found it exceedingly difficult to retain them so long, on account of 
the number of applications we receive for teachers. We think three 
years nearer the time they ought to remain than three months; but 
we do the best we can under the circumstances. 

* 230. Do you conceive that there would be any advantage, suppos- 
ing your funds enabled you to do it, in preparing young men from the 
age of fourteen or eighteen, and keeping them in your establishment 
till they were of a fit age, and competent to act as schoolmasters ? 
— -I think that fourteeen or sixteen would be somewhat too young ; 
at that age it is not easy to ascertain what the character of the indi- 
vidual may be. We have in some instances been greatly disap- 
pointed with youths selected from our own schools, by their being 
taken so early ; we have found that at nineteen or twenty years 
of age the young man has been induced to follow some more 
lucrative profession, or he has shown those dispositions which have 
rendered him unfit for the management of a school, although likely 
to prove a valuable member of society in some other department. 
We should, therefore, think that from eighteen to one or two and 
twenty would be better than from fourteen to seventeen or eighteen. 

* 231. Is it the opinion of the committee, that if young men of 
the age of eighteen could be admitted upon the establishment, and 
could be retained till the age of twenty-one, a better class of school- 
masters than you can now afford would be afibrded to the country ? 
-^Very much better indeed. 

* 282. What is the nature of the tuition that is now given to 
those who are to act as schoolmasters ? — ^Thcy are required to rise 
every morning at five o'clock, and spend an hour before seven in 
private study. They have access to a good library. At seven they 
are assembled together in a Bible dass^ and questioned as to 
their knowledge of the Scriptures ; from nine to twelve they are 
employed as monitors in the school, learning to communicate that 
which thay already know, or are supposed to know ; from two to 
five they are employed in a similar way ; and from five to seven 
they are engaged under a master, who instructs them in arithmetic 
and the elements of geometry, geography, and the globes, or in 
other branches in which l^ey may be deficient. The remainder of 
the evening is generally occupied in preparing exercises for the 
subsequent day. Our object is to keep them incessantly employed 
from five in the morning until nine or ten at night. We have rather 
iexceeded in the time devoted to study the limit we would choose, 
on account of the very short period we are able to keep them ; and 
w6 have found, in some instances, that their health has suffered 
on account of their having been previously quite unaccustomed to 
mental occupations* 
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* 233. Are many of them obliged to leave the school from proving 
incompetent to the tasks which are assigned them? — Compara- 
tively few who are once admitted, because we take them, in the first 
instance, for a fortnight on trial ; experience enables us to form a 
tolerably correct judgment as to a young man's capabilities, after 
we have seen him teaching in the school for a fortnight ; we cun 
then generally judge whether he has the elements of a teacher in him. 

' 240. When you speak of three years as being a desirable period 
for such persons to be in preparation for the profession of school- 
master, what part of that three years, speaking generally^ would you 
wish to be applied to the experimental teaching by such teachers 
of a large school? — ^The first three months, and the last three; 
the first three months, in order to ascertain previous to any large 
expenditure of time and money, whether the candidate possesses 
native aptness to teach, and ability to govern numbers; the last 
three months, to impart a readiness in communicating what he has 
acquired. I speak merely of actual practice in the school-room. 
The science of teaching is a branch of study to which attention 
should be directed during the whole of the third year.* 

' 251. 1 have myself taken especial care to impress upon local com* 
mittees, that their school will be precisely what their teacher is ; 
that every thing will depend on their selection ; for a good teacher 
is the only real security for a good school/ 

Professor Pillans : — 

' 501. No system would vrork well without a good master, and it 
is upon that account that I conceive the institution of schools for 
masters to lie at the very foundation of all improvement iii national 
education.' 

' 428. I look upon it as quite indispensable, that those who are in 
the process of training as schoolmasters, should be tried in some 
large school, with a view of seeing whether they have a capacity of 
communicating the knowledge they have acquired. It is part of the 
law in Germany and in France, that there shall be an elementary 
school attached to every normal school, and during the two years 
devoted according to the French law, (the German law allots three,) 
the last six months are to be devoted almost exclusively to instruc- 
tion in practical teaching, after being previously instructed in the 
theory. In France, as well as in Germany, sixteen is the lowest 
age at which they can be admitted, unless in some cases of extraor- 
dinary talents and acquirements. 

* Are you aware whether in France many in the course of this 
tuition are rejected as unfit? — ^There are rejections numerous enough 
to prove the perfect efficiency of the commission which examines 
those candidates. That examination which is necessary in order to 
entitle a pupil of those schools to what is called a brevet de capacite, 
is a very serious one, and, as far as I have seen, cannot be passed 
without very considerable acquirement, both as to the quantity of 
knowledge possessed and the power of communicating it. They 
^ve thre^ degrees^ ]So, 1, ?• 3; ^ small proportion obtain the 
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highest ; a larger number get No. 2 ; and I think I may venture to 
say, there is scarcely any examination upon a large scale in a school 
of that kind in which some are not remitted at least to their studies.' 
'471. You stated that, not considering the peculiar circumstances 
of Great Britain, you thought the French and German system nearly 
approximating to a perfect one; what are the peculiar circumstances 
of Great Britain which in your opinion would prevent the introduc- 
tion of that system here ? — The one that strikes me as most likely to 
prevent any project of that kind being gone into, is the necessary 
expense of these normal schools; last year there were already in full 
operation in France I think fifty-four normal schools, and sixteen 
in progress. The law indeed declares one to be necessary in every 
department, and those eleves maitres are maintained within the 
walls of the establishment with a considerable number of teachers, 
who are also boarded and lodged, or, if they come from an adjoining 
town,- must be paid. The necessary expense of such an establish- 
ment, to be effective over the whole country, would, I am afraid, lay 
it where you will, be somewhat difficult to raise.' 

* 492. Do you not think a great portion of the expense in England 
might be met, in a great measure, by the application of funds which 
it is well known have been left by private individuals for the pur- 
pose ? — I have no doubt of it ; there can be very little doubt that if 
those funds so left were applicable to such a purpose, they would be 
ample, and we should be able to erect a machinery quite as com- 
plete, perhaps more so than France.* 

* 510. In any of the schools in Prussia or Austria, in addition to 
the reading and writing, is there any kind of manual industry or 
any labour of any kind ? — Not in the schools ; there are particular 
institutions for perfecting young men in particular employments 
which go by a particular name, what the French call ^coles des arts 
et metiers; and it is a question whether these should be united under 
the general superintendence of the university, or whether they should 
belong to the department of arts et metiers. They are quite separate 
at present, except that the young schoolmasters of the normal 
schools are taught to cultivate the ground, as I found them doing 
on a farm attached to the Ecole Normal at Rennes. 

* 511. Do you think it desirable, as the greater mass of the popu- 
lation are to earn their livelihood by labour, that early habits of 
labour should be inculcated in conjunction with teaching reading 
and writing? — I should think such a conjunction an object of the 
utmost importance.' 

* 578. Do you not think that by making the schoolmasters public 
functionaries as it were, you would exalt their condition, and give 
them a power of influencing the education of the people, which at 
present they have not? — Certainly.' 

* 613. You stated in one of your former answers, that you thought 
it quite essential in a system of national education, that every master 
who could not pass a certain examination, and obtain a brevet de 
capacitc, should be prohibited from teaching ; do not you think that 
a good deal might be accomplished even without an absolute pro- 
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hibiiion of uncertified teachers, by the simple establishment of au- 
thorized schools, and producing a good set of masters so as to supply 
the wants of the country ? — Perhaps that may be a more advisable 
plan under present circumstances. 

* 614. But you think it essential to the perfection of the system 
that no teachers should be allowed to teach without a brevet de 
capacity ? — I certainly think so.' 

With regard to the education of the schoolmasters at the 
Borough Road, Mr, Crossley states : — 

* 1043. On the introduction of a young man to the school, we put 
him to superintend the lowest division in the school, the children 
learning their letters, and he goes from grade to grade up to that of 
superintendent of the school, so that no part of the school business 
is omitted. During that time he is constantly under my eye, and 
I have an opportunity of asking him questions, and of pointing out 
the best means of accomplishing his duty, and of giving him that 
knowledge of the system which renders him master of it at the end 
of three months.* 

' 1059. Supposing 3'ou had a school or institution in which you 
could train young men to be good schoolmasters, in what way 
would you secure their continuance in that occupation, and their 
respectability in the eyes of the country as schoolmasters? — No 
means occur to me immediately but rendering the situation re- 
spectable in character, and annexing a competency to it. We have 
some instances of young men rather of a superior stamp of cha- 
racter taking our schools, and I find them invariably directing their 
attention to other things besides the school. The result is, that, as 
in two schools that I have now in my mind, they are very ineffi- 
ciently conducted, though in these cases they are superintended by 
two of the cleverest and most competent masters we have in the 
system.' 

Mr. H. Althans : — 

* 1595. Are you of opinion that the number of young men who 
are found to take up education as a business is increasing ? — I think 
it would increase if a better remuneration were given to school- 
masters ; we should then get some of the best teachers from our 
Sunday schools to turn schoolmasters ; but they can get better re- 
muneration even as mechanics.' 

The Bishop of London : — 

* Would it, in your lordship's opinion, be desirable to have any 
institution, or to afford means to any of the existing institutions, by 
which schoolmasters might undergo a training of one or two years, 
instead of the three or six months they have at present ? — I know 
of no other objection to their remaining longer under instruction 
than the expense which is incurred. I should certainly say that a 
longer period and a more systematic training would be desirable.' 

Lord Brougham : — 

' 2831. I am of opinion that it is expedient to establish schools 
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for the instruction of teachers, or what M. de Fellenber^ did in 
1809 under the name of a normal schooi, or what the Prussian and 
French systems have adopted/ 

Although all who have considered the advantages of uniting 
labour with mental study in the education of the labouring 
classes, and of making what they do as children bear upon 
their future destinations as men, have with scarcely a dis- 
sentient voice arrived at a conclusion in favour of so doing ; 
the evidence on the subject taken before this committee is 
meagre in the extreme, and by no means places it in that 
prominent point of view to which its high political importance 
at this peculiar juncture entitles it. Professor Pillans (511) 
considersthe union of labour with literary instructioil as of 
the utmost importance ; and (510) at the normal schools in 
France young schoolmasters are taught to cultivate the 
ground. The Bishop of London (2485) gives it as his • 
opinion that the introduction of works of mdustry would be 
in the highest degree beneficial in country and in town ; but 
that the circumstance of the children remaining too short a 
time, and the expense, will be found obstacles to effecting it. 
To these objections of the bishop we do not attach much 
importance. With regard to children remaining too short a 
time, although this is found to be the case in scnools now in 
existence, the very nature and character of a school in which 
industry should be introduced, and the children should re- 
ceive the profits of their labour, would be such as to change 
those circumstances which create the evil of which his Lord- 
ship complains. The reason why children are permitted 
by their parents to remain but for a very limited period at 
school is, that while they are there, the children j^re unable 
to contribute anything towards their own maintenance, 
and what they do learn is found to have but very little 
reference to their futui*e employment in life. With reg'ard 
to expense after the first outfit has been incurred, there is no 
reason why a school into which industry might be intro* 
duced should be more expensive than any other. In fact, 
the accounts which have been given respecting the agricul- 
tural schools at Hofwyl and Carra go to prove the contrary ; 
while Mr. Smith's allotments of land to children in War- 
wickshii'e, which we noticed in the miscellaneous matter of 
our last Numbei^, show that the system may be adopted with 

fecuniary advantage. The following iS a question put to 
rofessor Pillans, and his reply (611) : — 

' Are you at all acquainted with the views of M. de Fellenberg 
with respect to agricultural schools, and the effect of some of those 
agricultural schools in Switzerland ?— I have a general idea .of the 
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objects that he proposes to himself, and I have no doubt that those 
are institutions which might very safely and profitably be imitated. 
I may mention more fully, in answer to that question, what I think I 
alluded to on the former day, that there is attached to the Ecole 
NortneUe at Rennes a farm of some extent, if I recollect right about 
eight acres, which is worked by the Sieves maitres under the super- 
intendence of a person well acquainted with the management of 
ground, and who was kind enough to furnish me with an account of 
the objects to which he directs the attention of his pupils. The 
object of the government in making the grant for this is, that the 
masters should be acquainted theoretically and practically with the 
subject of agriculture, so as to fit them for spreading the best me- 
thod Over the country. In others againj as at Versailles, there is a 
garden in which the pupils have tasks assigned to them, akid the 
professor goes round with them explaining the nature of the plant, 
and every thing that respects its culture, training, and properties. 

Ecole d^ Agriculture annexee a r Ecole Nortnale Primaire de Rennes^ 

PLKV DU C0UB8 d'aORICULTURE. 

Etude de la Nature des Terres, 

AMELIORATIOl^ DES TERRES. 

Amelioration de la Nature Physique du Sol. 

Au moyen des Amendemens. 

Au moyen des Engrais Mixtes. 

Au moyen des Engrais Vegetaux. 

Au moyen des Engrais Vegetaux et Animaux^ 

Au moyen ded Engrais Anlmaux. 

INSTRUMENS ASSOI^EMENS. 

Culture des CiriBlea, 

„ des Plantes Sardines. 

„ des Flantes k Cones. 

,y des Prairies Axtificielles. 

„ des Prairies NatureUes. 
B^tail, Attelage. 
Laiterie. 

Animaux Nuisibles et Utiles. 
Pepi nitres, Arbrea k Fruit, Vignes, Jardinage. 
Economic Rurale, et Domestique. 

Mr. WiUiam Wright, the master of the Hackney-Wick 
School, under the care of the Children's Friend Society^ an 
institution which we have several times had occasion to notice^ 
replies to the query >— 

'2665. Do you find the children learn better when employed parlially 
in industry, than when employed solely in the school ? — I think they 
dp ; the ^yercise in the open air gives them both vigour of body and 
mind,' 
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At a school in Gower's Walk, Whitechapel, founded by 
William Davis^ Esq., in conjunction with a few friends, the 
children are taught to print, and the most industrious at this 
work are generally at the head of the literary department of 
the school (2908). In this evidence it will be observed, that 
not a word is said with regard to giving children a share in 
the product of their labour. It is, however, of vital import- 
ance that this should be the case. The labourer is worthy 
of his hire, and a child of the working classes should be 
taught to look upon his labour as his own peculiar property^ 
property of the highest and most valuable description. But 
how can he be so taught, unless the earnings of his indnstry, 
or at least a part of them, be delivered into his own hands to 
deal with as he pleases ? Having worked for his mone}% he 
will know its value, and be tenacious of his right to it, and. 
thus, from the circumstance of duly appreciating his own 
right, he will learn to respect the rights of others, will be just 
in his dealings with his fellows, and a defender of the rights 
of property in general. At this important juncture, when the 
poor-laws have, in a great measure, undermined these prin- 
ciples, nothing should be neglected that can assist in bringing 
up the young with accurate and well-grounded opinions 
about the nature of property and the necessity for the insti- 
tution. 

But schools of the description under consideration are not 
only useful for the inculcation of habits of industry, and a 
knowledge of the value of property; but to a cottager they 
will be also of advantage in actually increasing his resources, 
and means of comfort. How valuable will be a quarter of 
an acre of land, if he knows practically how to cultivate it 
to the greatest advantage, and to collect and prepare his 
manures ! How many comforts may he not be able to collect 
around him by employing his long winter evenings in turning 
his carpenter's tools to account^ the use of which he has 
learned at school ! 

SINGING AND DRAWING. 

Professor Pillans : — 

* 594. In Prussia is there any provision made for the education of 
the children in dancing and music? — For singing universally. I 
conceive that regulation to be one which it is most desirable to 
transfer into any system of national education that may be thought 
of for this country. I am disposed to estimate very highly the hu- 
manizing and improving influence of music, as a part of popular 
instruction. It should be taught, however, not by mere vocal imita- 
tion, but on scientific principles; and not confined to hymns and 
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s&cted songs, but extended to airs associated with glniple rural ideasr, 
and with kindred and country.** 

^ 598. Would not your principle extend to teaching them to take 
a pleasure in the arts generally ; for example, painting and design ? 
— I think it would be desirable if the means existed of doing so*. 
It is a portion of the Prussian system to teach their children to sketch 
and draw, or design, without going the length of painting in colours. 

' 599. Would not that give the population a source of pure and 
unalloyed pleasure from looking out upon nature generally? — I 
think it has that tendency very much ; above all, if it were coupled 
with training children from the very outset of life to the use of theit 
senses in observing attentively and discriminating the different pro- 
perties of objects around them ; a habit which cannot be too early 
nor too earnestly encouraged, but which has hitherto been shame>- 
fully neglected.' 

This is good. It is for want of innocent recreations thai 
the gin-shop and ale-house are frequented. Unemployed 
man requires some stimulant ; be cannot work all bis^ time^ 
and if for want of instruction he has not the power of enjoy- 
ing pleasures of an innocent description^ tippling, as it needs 
no talent or training, is invariably resorted to. It excites 
and stimulates. And what if health be impaired ? The passing 
of his time in the enjoyment of even this low pleasure is to 
him preferable to that weariness of mind which proceeds frora^ 
vacancy. 

Whether or not a uniform system of national education^ 
under the immediate superintendence of government, and 
partly supported by public money^ could be adopted with ad- 
vantage, is a subject which has not been fully considered in 
the volume of evidence before us. The Committee has con^- 
fined its inquiries, and we think wisely, to certain questions^ 
such as those of religion and the education of masters, which 
opposed in limine very serious difficulties to the adoption of 
such a system ; but which, if removed, would make a sub- 
sequent consideration of the system itself, and of the minor 
objections to it, a task comparatively easy. We should not, 
therefore, in this article have taken the subject into considera^- 
tion, had not Lord Brougham spoken somewhat at lenglb 
with regard to it ; and even now, while we give certain ex- 
tracts from his Lordship's evidence, we must beg our readers 
to bear in mind that the question still remains to be inves- 
tigated by the Committee, which we trust will be appcMnled 
during the present session of Parliament. 

* The teaching of singing was often provided for io the old endowed fcb^Is 
of this country. 



S38 



Report of the CommUiee 



Lord Brougham's eTidence agamsia liOrd Brougham's argamenta in favour 
national system of primary educa- of a national system of primary edu« 

tion. cation. 



* 3821. Those who recommend 
it on account of its successful 
adoption on the Continent, do 
not reflect upon the fUnds It 
would require, (his Lordship 
calculates the annual expense at 
2,000,000/.) and upon the ex^ 
ertions already made by indi- 
vidual beneiicence If the 

State were to interfere, and oblige 
€very parish to support a school 
or schools sufficient for educating 
all children, the greater part of 
the funds now raised voluntarily 
for this purpose would be with- 
drawn. . • • ; . That the funds now 
raised by subscription, and which 
amount to near a million a year, 
would be withdrawn, I take to 
he the inevitable consequence of 



* i^O. There are revenues of 
more than half a million sterling 
devoted to endowing charities. 
It is difficult not to repine at tba 
silly use which welUmeaning, 
but ill-informed persons have so 
oflen made of the funds which 
they have designed for charitable 
purposes. 

* The funds now raised by sub« 
senption amount to near a mil« 
lion per annum.' 

' 492. Pillans :— Do 'you not 
think a great portion of the ex- 
pense in England might be met^ 
in a great measure^ by the ap^* 
plication of funds which it is well 
known have been left by private 
individuals for the purpose ? — I 
have no doubt of it ; there can be 



establishing a school-rate very little doubt that if those 

But supposing the expense pro- funds so lefl were applicable to 



such a purpose they would be 
ample, and we should be able to 
erect a machinery quite as ooai- 
plete, perhaps noore soy than in 
France. 

* 2826. Lord Brougham says t 
-—In Scotland^ when the Act was 
passed, there were hardly any 
schools of any kind, '^tnd the be- 
nefit was incalculable, which made 
it necessary to have one in every 
parish. In Scotland there would 
be but a miserable provision for 
education, if nothing more were 
done than the Act requires ; in 
fhct, the great benefit d^ that Act 
was its e&ct in making education 
more thought of and desired, and 
in exciting the voluntary efforts 
of the inhabitants, who^ how-^ 
ever, went far beyond what thQ 
enactment required.'* 

* See the history of the various Acts for schools in Scotland, and the effeott 
pf these legislative measures,^Jounial of Education^ ^q, XYlh, p. 1; &6f 



vided for, I am clearly of opinion 
that one great meansof promoting 
education would be lost, namely, 
the interest taken by the patrons 
of schools supported by volun-* 
tary contributions. At present, 
when well-disposed persons sub- 
scribe to keep a school, they do 
all they can to make the poor 
send their children ; and, unfor- 
tunately, in many parts of the 
country there is not such an 
eagerness for instruction as to 
render this superfluous, although 
it is certainly increasing ; and by 
degrees, as the parents themselves 
become better educated, the in- 
difference to the advantage of 
schooling for their children will 
disappear.' 
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His Lordship again says; — *One proof amoHg others of the 
same excellent spirit (of promoting education) still subsisting in the 
community, is afforded by the number of applications made for grants 
out of the vote of 1833. The British and Foreign School Society re- 
ceived applications from 169 quarters, with offers torai8e25,000Z., pro- 
vided government would issue the rest of the sums required to esta- 
blish those 169 schools: viz», between ?3,000^. and 24,000Z. j apd 
between 9000Z. and 10,000Z. was granted towards establishing 59 
schools to educate nearly 13,000 children* the applicants raising the 
sum of about, I believe, 15,000^. themselves* I presume the Na- 
tional Society had aii equal number of applications/ 

Lord Brougham apprehends that if government were to aid 
the schools with bublic money, the greater part of those 
ample funds now furnished by voluntary subscription would 
be withdrawn. We believe, on the contrary, that if the 
government would contribute a certain share, either by 
authorizing direct local taxation, or from the public purse, 
or by both means combined, the amount raised by pri- 
vate subscription would increase instead of diminish. 
The experience of the new education system for Ireland, 
and the experience of the Northern States of the American 
Union*, are both in favour of our opinion. We assume thai 
the money granted by government must be granted judi^ 
ciously, and mbst be given in aid of local exertion, that is^t 
on condition of other sums being raised by each school dis^ 
trict. As to its being necessary for subscribers to urge 
parents to send their children to school, we may state a fact 
with regard to a garden school lately established at Ealing, 
in the neighbourhood of London, in which labour is blended 
with instruction. No prospectus was ever put out with re- 
spect to this school, but so much do the children delight in 
the variety which alternate labour and study afford, that they 
have themselves been the advertisers of the school, which, 
although it has been established only a few months, is already 
attended by between 60 and 60 children. 

LOKD buouoham's evidence on coupulsory £BUCATI0^. 

• 2822. Do you consider that a compulsory education woukl b« 
justified either on principles of public utility or expediency? — ^I am 
decidedly of opinion that it is justifiable upon neither; but above 
all, I should regard anything of the kind as utterly destructive of 
the end it has in view. But even if measures far short of decided 

* See A «iil^8eqvient ftrilde of this Number on Woodbridge*B Jianerioan Aimalft 
oi £dueattOQ. Also an article on the New En^and Free-i^chools (Journal, No» 
IV., p. 263) ; — * In almost every part of these six states whatever may be the 
injunctions of the law, the popular demand for education is so much greater, 
that the legal requlaitioDB are generally or constantly exoeeded.' Oa th^ 

lasaiioa syftt^m iu ike §me ^ New York; see /ouxnal XV 11.; p. &df &c« 
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compulsion were taken to induce the poor to educate their children, 
such as holding out advantages or imposing disqualifications, my 
opinion is, that the same consequence would follow, namely, making 
education unpopular^ and so retarding its progress incalculably. 

' 2823. It has been suggested ^ Dans ces c^tats, un bon legis- 

that the government which has lateur s'attachera moins a punir 
a right to punish crime for the les crimes qu' k les prtfvenir ; il 
sake of prevention, has also a s'appliquera plus h. donner des 
right to take the surest course of moeurs, qu* h infliger des sup- 
direct prevention, and thus to plices/ — De V Esprit des Loix, 
force the people to educate their Li v. vi. c. ix. 

children with this view ; does 

your Lordship agree with this position ? — I think it wholly fantas- 
tical and unsound, and I can hardly say to what lengths it might 
not lead. Indeed, mere elementary education will not of itself pre- 
vent vice, unless the means which it furnishes be usefully employed 
towards improving the feelings and understanding. What can tend 
more to prevent crime than sobriety, temperance of all kinds, — nay, 
economical habits ? Then is it intended to maintain that the \egis' 
lature should prohibit the use of fermented liquors, and pass sump- 
tuary laws ? But there would be infinitely more reason for this, than 
for compelling men to educate their children, that is, to teach them 
reading and writing, in order to prevent crime. That the cha- 
racter and habits of men will be improved, and the amount of crimes 
greatly lessened by education, I confidently expect ; but it is a wild 
imagination to fancy that crime ever can be extirpated. This ac- 
tually supposes the nature of man to be changed by reading, and 
that though still inhabiting the body, his mind has obtained.a com- 
plete ascendant and mastery over his senses.' 

But M. de Fellenberg has shown that primary education 
may be directed to higher objects than bare reading and 
writing, which are mere instruments that may be turned 
to good or to ill according to circumstances. — In imitation 
of that noble philanthropist, the school for poor children 
has been established at Ealing, in which it is attempted 
to give a knowledge of the value of property by letting out 
gardens of the sixteenth of an acre to each child, for which 
they pay a rent ; a knowledge of the value of labour, by 
paying them for what they do ; a habit of industry, by keeping 
^hem constantly employed ; and such a skill in carpentry as 
twill enable them to provide many little conveniences in 
their own homes by their own ingenuity, which perhaps their 
means would not enable them to purchase. Besides this, 
the school instruction is not only interesting, but adapted in 
a peculiar manner to develope the moral and intellectual 
faculties. 

Education cannot with propriety be compared to reading, 
in its operation upon character : a book may inform us what 
^ny habit ought to be j but right education insures a number 
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of acts in accordance with the principle laid down in the 
book^ and thus by degrees forms the habit. In a book it may 
be written that early rising is good for the health ; the 
master, however, takes care not only that the boy knows this, 
but that he does rise early. In this way a habit is formed, 
which may in the greater number of cases, though not in all, 
continue through life. The formation of good habits is the 
main business of education. 

' 2S25. Are there any other objections to a national system of 
education besides those you have stated ? — I do not well perceive 
how such a system can be established, without placing in the hands 
of the government, that is, of the ministers of the day, the means of 
dictating opinions and principles to the people.' 

In a despotic government jealousy may be reasonably 
entertained of education being placed entirely under the 
control of the government ; but in a country where a watch- 
ful House of Commons narrowly scrutinizes every act of the 
executive there cannot be the same reason for apprehension. 
If a reformed House of Commons is not more honest, 
and better informed than an unreformed house, the object for 
which the recent change was made is not attained, and 
the change, so far from being an advantage, is a great evil. 
If a reformed House of Commons is not wise enough to 
second the government in all measures tending to the im- 
provement of the people, active enough to watch how the 
government uses the power with which it is intrusted, and 
strong enough to change the members of government when 
their administration is pernicious, then there is no hope left 
for the future, and our social condition, instead of improving, 
will certainly grow worse. 

In the volume of evidence which we have been con- 
sidering, although we have seen that much inquiry has been 
made respecting the nature of the theological and literary 
instruction given to the children, but few questions have 
been put respecting the methods pursued in order to form 
moral character, and to give the children of the poor an ac- 
curate knowledge of their true position in society, and such 
a training as will insure their good conduct and consequently 
their happiness. All who have in any degree mixed with 
mankind know that the circumstance of committing to me- 
mory, pr grammatically understanding a number of texts of 
scripture and rules of conduct, unless some method be taken 
to deeply root them in the conviction, and to form habits in 
accordance with them, is of little use. Virtue is not merely 
the knowledge of what is right, but a correspondent habit of 
^ction, De Fellenberg paused }iis scholar^ to keep books in 
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which they daily registered their actions and their reasons 
for them, in order that they might continually test them 
ivith reference to the various heads of Christian duty. We, 
therefore, think that it would be desirable to inquire whe- 
ther any and what methods are adopted at the various 
schools, in order to ascertain the peculiar character of 
each individual child beyond the superficial observation 
of the children as a mass, in-order that the assistance 
which each requires for the formation of his character may be 
rendered. It will, perhaps, be replied, that the master after 
a short period becomes as a matter of necessity acquainted 
with the characters of all the children ; blit unless he pays 
an accurate attention to the conduct of each individual^ keeps 
a written account of this conduct to which he can at any 
time refer, and converses confidentially with him upon the 
subject of it, we are not disposed to admit that this can be 
the case. We ourselves when at school were never favoured 
with a confidential conversation with any of our masters 
during the long period We were there, and never received 
the least assistance in correcting errors in character beyond 
that which the rod could give. Indeed, we feel an assurance 
that, upon leaving school, the masters in a great majority of 
instances are ignorant of all the motives and reasons which 
actuate the conduct of their scholars, with the exception of 
those which lie immediatelv upon the surface. The preach* 
ing and teaching of general doctrines and rules of morality, 
although it has no doubt its Weight with those already dis- 
posed to a right Course, and Who are th^emselves seriouslj^ 
bent npon the impmvement of their own characters, has but 
little influence upon such as have not the habit kH thinking 
upon the matter, and whose conduct and opinions are a re- 
flection of the general tone of the school. To such it is not 
oiily necessary to say that falsehood o^ any other vice is 
Wrong ; but it i^ also necessary to point out the particulars 
in which their conduct has been deficient, calmly to hear the 
reasons, if they have any, by which they support what they 
have done, and then to show in what respects these reasons 
are insufficient or Mtacions. Not ought a short time to obli- 
terate the Recollection of an offence : it should be noted down 
with all its particulars, bolh by the master and the child, in 
order that it may be recurred \6 at a future period. It is 
only by accuracy such as this that a masteir can hope to be 
well acquaihted With the character OJf those committed to 
his cfa'arge, and to render them thait aitoistance which tfaeiV 
inexperience and ten^r years deniand at his bands. 

^eyond tbe fevr remarks which it Ibas oceutr ed to us t9 
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make upon the evidence here quoted, we shall not at present 
enter further on the subject. We hope that a Committee of 
the House of Commons will take the subject up again during 
this session^ and consider the whole matter; and that they 
will more particularly investigate the points that have been 
as yet but lightly touched on^ so as to be enabled to agree td 
a report which shall induce the legislature to take some de- 
cisive step in providing a BoUnd and practical education for 
the poorer classes of this country. 



ON TEACHING SINGING. 

Singing is an adquirement which perhaps gives more general 
pleasure than any other accomplishment, since it affords grati- 
fication even to those who are ignorant of the art^ and does 
not, like instrumental music, require a practical audience in 
Order to be appreciated, not, like painting, a particular edu- 
bation in order to perceive its beauties. The love of sweet 
sounds seems a part of our nature ; and these, when connected 
with poetry, address themselves to the Understanding and to 
the sensibility, as well as to the ear. 

Music, and vocal music especially, forms a valuable addi-* 
tion to domestic enjoyments, and, as a female accomplishment^ 
deserves cultivation upon this ground, as well as upon the 
principle that women should possess as many rational re* 
sources as possible both for their own happiness, and that of 
those who look to them for solace and amusement. While we 
urge the expediency, and in some sort the necessity, of ac-<> 
quiring the art of singing, we must allow> that it already often 
engrosses a large portion of female education^ to the exclusion 
of many more important attainments ; and we regret to add^ 
that, after much application of time and labour, the result is 
frequently either entire failure, or at least partial disappoint^ 
iBent--for which we account in the following manner. 

Singing is properly regarded as a part of female education ; 
yet the necessary organic formation is not generally consi-> 
dered in the outset, neither is the end proposed precisely ascer-^ 
tained, nor the best means of attaining it determined. Parents 
wish their children to be musicians, and yet it often happens 
that they are themselves entirely ignorant of the real meaning 
of the term, and unable to decide what constitutes excellence 
in the art, or how that excellence may be obtained. On the 
other handy many persons of uncultivated ears and indifierent 
education imagine that singing is a gift of nature, and requirea 
fio training ; but this is % mistaket In the art of speaking. 
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defects are to be overcome, and particular kinds of excellence 
acquired by a proper training : so is it with singing ; both arts 
alike require discipline. 

It has been often said, that nothing is worth learning that 
is not worth learning well. This maxim applies to music 
equally with other things ; and for this reason we would endea- 
vour to show how an acquirement, which contributes so largely 
to individual and general happiness may be best attained, 
and with the least expenditure of time. We shall here confine 
ourselves to singing, the highest branch of the art, which 
more completely calls into exercise the sensibilities of the 
performer than any other branch of music. We do not pro- 
pose to treat of professional education, and we are also speak- 
ing of fefnale instruction only, though most of our remarks are 
generally applicable. 

We presume that the pupil has some knowledge of music ;; 
that she plays the piano-forte as well as is usually judged 
necessary to accompany herself, and understands musical 
terms. It is first necessary to ascertain whether the voice and 
the ear promise any results, and when parents are not them- 
selves qualified to determine this point, they must consult 
disinterested and competent judges. The cultivation of a feeble 
voice requires time and labour on the part of the pupil, and 
probably the result will be only mediocrity. 

In determining the natural capabilities, there are two points 
to be examined, first, whether there is any power of imitation, 
since it is evident that all singing must be resolved into an imi- 
tation by the voice of sounds heard by the ear. If the pupil is 
totally incapable of repeating the sounds of an instrument, or 
another voice, all attempts to learn singing are hopeless* 

Secondly, presuming the imitation to be made, it must be 
next ascertained whether the notes be strictly in tune, and if 
they be not, whether the imperfection arise from a density of 
hearing, or from weakness in the voice itself; and also (which 
a few trials will decide) whether the natural defect in forma- 
tion is likely to be overcome by practice. 

If these points be determined unfavourably, we conclude 
that no rational person would contend against nature in a 
matter which does not concern the moral welfare of the pupil ; 
and that, where organic capability does not exist, the attempt 
to learn will not be made. 

Those who do not possess the qualities which are essential 
to a singer have other sources of gratification, which, when 
judiciously cultivated, will be productive of equal pleasure./ 
We would therefore earnestly recommend persons who ar^ 
pot SO gifted to waste no time on a pursuit the failvire in wbicif 
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will inevitably produce great disappointment^ and something 
like disgrace, since a want of success will be put down by the 
world to general natural incapacity, ignorance, idleness, or 
insensibility. 

We next consider how the pupil whose natural organs are 
worth cultivating may be best trained. The object of vocal 
art is to produce agreeable sounds, and, at the same time, to 
modify those sounds to the expression of the words which are 
uttered in connexion with them, and which are presumed to 
have dictated the sentiment of the melody to the composer. 
The word tone* comprises all the elements of the art ; and the 
power of varying the character of tone constitutes expression. 
However sweet, rich, or powerful a voice may naturally be, 
cultivation and practice alone can confer the power of modi- 
fying its quality to suit the sentiment or passion which the 
words and the music express. 

Purity of tone (which necessarily implies perfect tune) is the 
first object to be attained in learning to sing ; and to acquire 
this, the practice of the diatonic scale, ascending and descend- 
ing, beginning on C natural (the C on the first ledger line 
below the lines) and ending where the compass of the voice 
ceases, ought to be steadily pursued. 

By pure tone, we mean that the notes emitted by the voice 
are free from the guttural, thick sound which shows that they 
are formed in the throat — from the snuffling which indicates 
that the nose is not performing its proper function — and from 
the muffled, indistinct sound, which indicates the improper 
action of the tongue and lips. Some one of these defects is 
generally perceptible in amateur singers. The Italian method 
of instruction is the only system which makes pure tone the 
basis of vocal instruction, and it is this that we would here 
recommend and explain. Nothing is more difficult than to 
describe sound; but a good model may always be selected, 
either among the profession or amateurs, whose tone may be 
imitated with advantage, and this without any fear of degene- 
rating into a mere copyist, for singing, like speaking, is neces- 
sarily, in the first instance, purely imitative. 

The diatonic scale, ascending and descending, ought to be 
executed in the following manner. Let the pupil pronounce 
the Italian letter a, which is uttered like the a in the English 
word father^ and begin the note very soft, swelling it gra- 
dually to the full power of the voice, and then as gradually 
diminishing it to the softest sound. The mouth must be 
opened wide, but a little elongated, and kept steadily in the 

r 

'*' It must be observed that tone and intonation Site distinct things: the former 
refers to the quality or character of the souud) the latter to its tune or pitch. 
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3ame position till the note is ended ; for it is evident that the 
size of the aperture through which the sound issues must 
alter the character of that sound, even if it do not affect its 
tune or pitch, and a variation in the tone during the produc- 
tion of a note is always bad ; the quantiiy but not quality may 
change. This method ought to be applied to every note in the 
scale, going on to the second octave, and descending as soon 
as the voice has reached the extent of its compass^ taking care 
not to strain it beyond that compass. 

In all voices the upper notes are formed by using what is 
called /a/^e^/e, or voce di testa, which we may translate by the 
nvords head voice. This term seems to imply that the voice 
comes from the head ; but the fact is, that all falsette notes 
are produced by an action in the upper part of the throat, and 
the tone is sensibly felt in the head. High notes can also be 
formed by the chest voice, or voce di petto, but they are loud, 
strained, and harsh, incapable of flexibility, possessing neither 
sweetness, richness, nor brilliancy, and wholly unfit for chamber 
singing ; indeed they ought to be employed only occasionally 
even on the sta^e, in the expression of strong passion. 

The singer, m practising the scale, should discover where 
the chest (or natural voice) ends, and learn to unite it to the 
falsette, so that no breach or striking dissimilarity between the 
two voices may appear. The falsette will require to be 
strengthened, and at the same time the cultivation of a sweet 
and pure tone carefully attended to ; indeed the agreeable 
quality of all high notes depends upon cultivation, since there 
^re few voices which produce them naturally. 

Particular attention should be paid to taking the breath. 
A long note cannot be held unless the lungs are fully inflated, 
and this is equally important in a succession of short notes, 
because a frequent inhaling disturbs the smoothness of the 
performance, and gives an idea of exhaustion which is both 
painfuLand destructive of effect. 

In practising, the pupil should open the chest by throwing 
tack the shoulders and raising the head, so that the action of 
the throat, as well as of the lungs, may be unimpeded. The 
breath should be very deeply inhaled be/ore the note is com- 
menced, and should not be emitted rapidly with the sound, 
but gradually, and in a restrained way, rather than exhaled 
quicKly. By this means a command of the breath will be 
acquired, and the singer will never be, or appear to be, dis- 
tressed, but will have the power of duly apportioning the quan- 
tity of force she may be called upon to use, and of applying it 
where and when it will be required. When the voice has be- 
come tolerably steady, and the tune certain, it will be necessary 
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to learn to unite notes ; and this may be done by proceeding 
from one note to the next in a breath, or at intervals of a 
second, third, fourth^ fifth, and so on. 

The first note should be commenced soft, gradually swelled, 
and when it nearly reaches tl^e loudest pointy the next note 
taken^ and the voice dii^inished. In passing from one note; 
to apothen whether slowly or rapidly, that union should inva< 
riably be observed which the Italians designate by the term 
legato, tied. This quality is essential tp a singer. It may 
best be attained by the practice of the diatonic scale, pushing 
the voice from ifote to note, in ascending thrQughqut the 
octave^ and increasing in loudness ; in descencling, by slidipg 
the voice from note to note, and decreasii^g the sound : the 
rapidity should be increased in proportion tp the progress of 
the student, but all first essays must be slow. The times fqr 
breathing will also vary in the like proportion. And here we 
would caution the sipger against changing the syllable, or alter- 
ing the position of the mouth when executing rapidly ; it is a 
defect which coinpionly obtains either fronqi carelessness, or 
from an idea that the axeci|tion is thereby fapilit^ted. It may 
bp iniagined, that as^ in singing words, a constant change of 
syllables occur^i it i^ therefore needless to guard against ap 
fsvent which must necessarily talfe place: eyefy finished singejr, 
howeyer, knows that words may be made artippl«^te, and yet 
be kept subservient tp tone, and that the latter is ^rst tp t^e 
steadily acquired. For this reason the voice should be fir$t 
practised on one and the same syllable. 

When the pupil can execute a slow scale, ip which each 
note has the same character of tqne (allowing for (he mpdifi- 
cations caused by a difference of pitch or height) and ip perfect 
tune, with the pow^r of beginning and ending i^ either loud or 
soft, and a quick legato scale^ possessing the sapoe characteris- 
tics qf unvaried tone and cprrect tune, muc}> )ias beep dope 
towards the formation of ^singer; at least, the chief niechani- 
cal difficulties are overcome. Half an hour a day, regularly 
and well employed on thje best paeans, will be sufficient for the 
amat^^r, but we would earnestly recommend that the voice be 
used in no other way until good habits have been firpaly fixed, 
otherwise the process of learning to sipg will not be unlike the 
process of Penelope's web^ all making and unmaking. 

Exercises for the voice (and among the best are Ferrari*$) 
form the next step. These also should be practised on the 
syllable a, with the same cautious attention to the purity of 
tone, correct intonation, and legato execution; taking the 
breath without efiprt or nojse, never su&ripg it to he ex- 
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hausted> yet, when inhaled, being careful not to break the 
accent of the music, selecting a rest, or the unaccented part of 
the bar, for the purpose^ and filling the lungs before a long 
note or a passage of uninterrupted execution. 

Attention should also be paid to the increase or diminution 
of sound, whether upon one or a succession of notes^ giving 
the loud parts without violence, and the soft with the distinct- 
ness of an audible whisper. Contrast is as necessary in singing 
as in painting, but it is seldom required to be violent : this 
character belongs to the expression of strong passion rather 
than sentiment, and is more suitable to the theatre than a pri- 
vate room. The gentleness and strength, softness and firm- 
ness, which combine to form the basis of an admirable female 
character, are also the best characteristics of her vocal efforts ; 
and the same good sense and judgment which are necessary in 
her general conduct, must also be applied to singing. 

In the acquisition of rapid execution^ the student must be 
guided by the time which she can devote to practice. It is 
decidedly an ornamental part of the art, and, when properly 
applied, a valuable and powerful adjunct of expression. But 
it is not, like tone, an essential. Voices which are naturally 
flexible, acquire execution easily, while thick and heavy 
voices move with difficulty, and demand more labour. While 
we advocate singing as an ornament to domestic life, and as a 
means of enjoying and bestowing pleasure, we admit that it 
ought not to engross the time which is due to higher em- 
ployments or necessary duties, and that the pupil must de- 
termine upon how much time she can properly devote to 
singing, and regulate her studies accordingly. The mode of 
practice, and the energy of the learner, will convert minutes 
into hours : half an hour daily will scarcely be deemed too 
great a sacrifice ; and we boldly assert that this is time enough 
when coupled with regularity and ardour, to produce an agree- 
able, and, where nature has been bountiful, an accomplished 
singer. The quantity of the attainment being so regulated, 
the pupil must attempt no more than it is probable she can 
acquire : the ornamental part of the art must therefore be the 
last considered. The essentials are tune, tone, the expression 
which results from the singer's capability to make the voice 
perform her intentions and conceptions, and the power of pro- 
ducing the precise quality of tone which will best express the 
various emotions of joy, sorrow, love, anger, disappointment, 
or calm delight. In plainer language, we may say that the 
pupil must learn the simple means of expression, and then the 
power of applying them. Until these are acquired, she has 
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no pretension to be styled a singer at all ; and when they have 
been obtained, it depends npon opportunity and other circum- 
stances whether the acquisition ought to be carried any farther. 

A certain quantity of practice is necessary to retain all 
knowledge; a little more than that quantity will enable us to 
extend our knowledge or attainments. All things either retro- 
grade or advance, and those persons only who understand the 
value of minutes actively and rightly employed can conceive 
how much may be done by the regular application of a short 
time daily ; and most particularly is this the case in singing. 
We say this to encourage those whose wishes go beyond their 
apparent means, and whose natural powers are good. 

Having thus described the course of study necessary to 
acquire the first principles of the art, we proceed to the adap- 
tation of words to sound. It is a rule that pronunciation must 
be distinct, and free from vulgarity or affectation ; the inac- 
curacies of dialect are even more disagreeable in singing 
than in speaking. It must be perceptible to every one that 
there is a melody that belongs to each county^ as well as a 
peculiarity of pronunciation : this character of speech will also 
impart itself to the tone of a singer, if not guarded against. 

Though distinct utterance is essential, the pupil should be 
on her guard against that sharp pronunciation which separates 
the speaking from the singing, so that tjie words appear to 
come upon the ear unconnected with the tone of the voice. 
If words be clearly begun and perfectly finished, they will fall 
distinctly upon the ear, and will neither impede nor be im- 
peded by the tone. A clear and finished enunciation, when 
not carried to excess, also imparts a general finish to tone and 
manner. The tongue must be held rather back in the mouth, 
and the lips not suffered to hang loose, or they will make the 
pronunciation, as well as the tone, thick and indistinct. 

Attention $hould also be paid to the meaning of the words, 
to their accent, and to the rhythm and sentiment of the poetry ; 
for unless the sense be ascertained, the right expression will be 
wanting, and every singer is expected to unite her own con- 
ceptions with those of the composer. As an actress studies 
her part, adapts her voice and action to the emotions described 
by the language, so should the singer comprehend and feel the 
poetry, and apply the tone which is her vehicle of expression 
to convey the sentiment of the words which she utters. 

Recitative, as the term itself implies, approaches more nearly 
to speaking than to singing : it is commonly so written that 
one note falls to each syllable : it requires more of striking 
enunciation, and less of singing, than the performance of an 
dir; and some compositions (Handel's more especially) call 
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upon the performer for the feeling and elocution of an orator, 
rather than the qualities of a singer, since she is neither limited 
by time nor rhythm^ but solely by the accent of the words them- 
selves. It is therefore in recitative especially that the elocu- 
tionary defects of the singer are detected ; and it is conse- 
quently the best exercise for the attainment of articulate and 
finished pronunciation. But in singing an air, the speaking 
roust blend so entirely with the tone, that although the audi- 
ence may be able to hear every word, yet the speaking must 
be only as an adjunct. The poetry ought not to be the pro- 
minent part of a song ; the pronunciation, as in readings should 
be articulate and free from vulgarity or affectation. There is 
a standard which all educated perilous are supposed to possess 
in speaking, and to this they must refer in singing. In taking 
breath, the singer must endeavour jiot to breathe in the middle 
of a word, (unless it be before a passage of execution), and 
also not to break the sense of the vvords, or the accent of the 
melody. The singer should not change the vowel or syllable 
upon which she may have tp hold a note or execute a pas- 
sage, since it will detract from the beauty of articulate speak- 
ing, as well as from correct tone. 

As to the ornamental part, professional singers are expected 
occasionally tp alter or add to thp notes set down in a melody, 
for the sake of noyelty and variety, and also for the purpose 
of exhibiting their peculiar attainments! or their invention and 
imagination. The nearer ^n amateur approaches professional 
excellence, the more highly is she estimated ; and this custom 
is consequently practised by the forager where music is highly 
cultivated. It is obvious that^ in order to create new com- 
binations of nptes, the mind must be stored with exan)ples, 
and possess the power and babjt of invention ; ^nd ip order to 
apply them tastefully and appropriately, there must be a per- 
fect understanding of the style of the composer, and of the 
character and expression of the composition* AU this infor- 
mation and ability presumes an acquaint^npe with the science 
of music, an intimate knowledge of style, or a wide and exten- 
sive reading in the works of various masters- There are, 
however^ some persons with retentive memories, quick appre- 
hension, and refined feelings, who can remember and apply 
ornaments appropriately and effectively. But these are ex^ 
ceptions, for this capability is generally the result of study, 
and requires more time apd labour than singers can com- 
monly bestow. There are some graces which are indispen- 
sable, and call for no such exertion, nor such expenditure of 
time, but only patience and industry. The shake is one of 
these. It should be first practised pn the middle of the voice, 
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beginning sIqw^ and gradually increasing the velocity. A 
perfect shake is rapid, but distinct, liquid, smooth, and full of 
tone. In old English music it almost invariably terminates 
every composition ; the Italijvns yse it mpre as a passing grace, 
either very slpw or very quick. The singer ought to be able 
to make a shake on every note of the voice ; bgt though essen- 
tial in the middle, it is not often required at the extremes of the 
pompass. Jt demands some labour and more patience on the 
part of the pupil, but is an indispensable ornament to an 
English singer, and well worth the trouble of acquiring. 

The mordente and the turn, both plain and inverted, are 
other necessary graces, requiring liquid tone, and distinct, but 
legato e3f:ecution. Their application, where not designated by 
the composer, must be regulated by the sentiments of the 
passage to which they are affixed ; and their expression may 
be varied, and a new character given by the employment of 
different accentuation and tone. A slow inverted turn, though 
composed of the same notes, bears a totally different expression 
from a quick turn; and the accent falling upon any one of 
the four notes will again change its meaning. Excellence 
in these minor points is derived from the mind ? it is the 
intellect working with mechanical means whiph raises artists 
of every description ^bove the mass. We cannot, therefore, 
urge too strongly upqn the young vocalist to exercise her un- 
derstanding at tbp 8am§ time that she practises her voice and 
her fingers. 

We will endeavour to describe a more modern ornament 
of Italian origin for which we know no name, but which is full 
of elegance and feeling. It is generally used £^t the end of a 
musical phrase where the same note is repeated, and it con- 
sists in a gentle glide tp the third above, which last note is just 
touched, and the next note descending dvyelt upon more at 
length, ending i]pon the second note of the original phrase, 
for instance, g, b, a,g: when properly executed, it resembles 
a sort of gurgling sound ; and when applied in pathetic pas- 
Ijages, requires little effort to imagine U a sigh pr gentle sob. 
When given with more boldness it ponfers dignity, and when 
lightly executed it imparts a playful character. 

The appoggiatura is another addition, the use pf which calls 
for the discretion and judgment of the performer. It is too 
pommon to peed description ; it requires legato execution, and 
may be varied in rapidity, accent, and tone, according to the 
expression required. The Italians almost invariably introduce 
the appoggiatura, when the same note occurs twice in suc- 
cession : this frequently happens in recitative, when the rule 
is that the singer instead of taking the first note ^s it is written 
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introduces the note above, or the half note below as an appog- 
giatura. 

Another modern application of this ornament consists in 
repeating the appoggiatura a second, or even a third time 
before taking the note which it precedes. The execution of 
the repetition should be soft, like a throb of the voice, if we 
may be allowed the expression. 

The portamento, or carrying the voice from one interval to 
another, comes perhaps under the head of legato execution. 
It consists in sliding the voice through the intervening notes. 
Italian singers rarely omit so to connect the notes : in English 
music it must be employed with caution, and under all cir- 
cumstances it ought to be used without violence; otherwise, 
it has a ludicrous effect, and resembles a caricatured imitation 
of the Italian manner. 

It has long been the fashion to conclude English songs with 
a cadence, why we know not, unless it be to give the singer 
further opportunity of displaying his execution and invention. 
The Italians have better taste, and although they may be justly 
accused of ending all their arias alike, yet this is a less 
obvious absurdity than commencing a long roulade upon a 
word of no meaning, when the sentiment has drawn to a close, 
and passion has vented its fervor. The singer has every 
opportunity in the course of an air to show her taste and 
ability, and these are not unfrequently best displayed by a 
sparing rather than a redundant use of ornament. It is desir- 
able to possess the power of execution, but equally so to em- 
ploy it judiciously. 

We have now treated of tone, execution, elocution, ornament, 
and expression. We come next to style, or the peculiar mode 
in which all these means are employed. It seems impossible 
that a succession of notes arranged to certain words should be 
so performed by two or more persons as to bear a different 
character, and yet that each performance should be equally 
successful. This is undoubtedly the case in acting. Actors 
give the same passage different readings, and accompany it 
by different action, yet each may claim equal excellence ; how 
else indeed should there be variety or novelty, the two great 
charms of life ? So is it with singers. No two voices have the 
same character, and although trained by the same master and 
in the same method, yet they are totally dissimilar ; and as no 
two minds are alike, the nature of the intellect gives other 
varieties which are manifested in conception, imagination, and 
feeling. For instance, one singer will be distinguished for 
tenderness, another for dignity, a third for pathos. One 
will employ mere beauty of voicing, another great power, a 
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third will adopt contrast, a fourth delicate or powerful execu- 
tion. Some will introduce appropriate, but far-fetched orna- 
ments; others^ when the character of the words is. not decided, 
wi'll alter the time of a composition from quick to slow, or the 
contrary, so as to surprise by novelty, or to gain the oppor- 
tunities of displaying some acquirement or natural gift peculiar 
to herself. It is also to be remarked, that different kinds of 
compositions have each their peculiar character. The music 
of the church in all its subdivisions, chamber music in all its 
varieties, such as the canzonet, the air, the bravura, the ballad, 
&c., are distinct species which call into action the same quali- 
fications, but demand an application fitted to the particular 
nature of the composition. There is also some regard due ta 
the age and country of the composer. Attention to these 
points implies a general knowledge of the art, and its history, 
and requires more than mere mechanical excellence. All 
these differences constitute style ; for as they belong to 
mind, or the attainments resulting from long and diligent 
study, they will manifest themselves in every attempt, how- 
ever extensive the field upon which they are exerted. It 
follows, therefore, that style is a consequence of sedulous 
practice united to a good understanding, and the experience 
which comes of hearing and observing ; and hence it is that 
amateurs seldom acquire style. It is lamentable how little 
the reasoning powers are exercised and cultivated in female 
education ; were it otherwise, the time and money now wasted 
upon accomplishments would be employed to the advantage 
and pleasure of the pupil, and of all who expect from her the 
fruits of those long years which she has expended on her 
studies. 

Those parents, then, who desire their daughters to become 
singers, must first ascertain how far nature has lent her aid ; 
next, what degree of excellence it is probable they may attain, 
and whether the talent is to be employed as a means of profit 
or of mere amusement; and, finally, how much time they can 
rationally spare from duties and studies of more importance. 
The next step is to adopt the methods most likely to secure 
the ends proposed. An honest and capable instructor is essen- 
tial; but an explanation, such as we have endeavoured to 
convey of the best method, although necessarily general, will 
materially assist the pupil, because she will understand why 
that method is desirable, and being thus led to reflect upon 
the subject, she will be more likely to apply it advan- 
tageously. When some progress in the art has been made, 
hearing the best models frequently, listening with the mind, as 
V9e\[ as with the ears, will do more than vx^ny lessons carelessly 
givea (^ad thoughtlessly received, 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

tVest Riding Proprietary School, Wakefield^ York^hire^* 

The establishment of a proprietary school in ohe of the most 
fertile and wealthy districts of England, under the patronagid 
and mth the support of the neighbouring gentry, is an event 
which we hope and expect will be highly favourable to the 
improvement of education in the north of Engllind. 

Various causes have contributed to the formation of pro- 
prietary schools in different parts of the country, and though 
the experiments have not in all cases been equally successful, 
we are inclined to think that these schools have, DOth directly 
and indirectly, tended to improve the schools for the middle 
and richer classes. On looking at the number and localities 
of the endowed schools in various parts of the kingdom^ we 
are inclined to think that about the time when th& most 
recent of them were founded, nearly every large town and 
populous district was provided with its school. But in Course 
of time many of these schools fell into decay, some haveS 
entirely disappeared f , and a new or an increased popu- 
lation has arisen in many places where no endowed schools 
exist. Owing to the great development of the Ininei'al and 
manufacturing industry of the kingdom, there has been a 
great increase in the national wealthy and its distribution among 
the population of the manufacturing districts has formed a 
large body of persons who are able arid dfesirouU to give theit 
children the advantage of A good education. Twenty or thirty 
years ago, or even much less, many of these persons would 
probably have sent their children to the nearest school, public 
or private, or to some public school then in repute, without 
much troubling themselves As to what the school was, pro- 
vided it was generally said to be good. But at present It is 
an undeniable fact, that parents inquire much more particu- 
larly about the character of schools than formerly ; and this 
attention is the Very best indication that our education is in 
the way of improvement. Indifference on the part of parents 
will always be accompanied With inertness or carelessness on 
the part of teachers ; and the surest way to urge the teachei* 

* The proceedings at the opening of the West Aiding l^roprietAty School, 
Aiigtist 5th, 1834 ; to which ate achled, the Rules and Regulations adopted by 
the Directors for its government ; a list of the Shareholders and Pupils of th« 
Establishment, and a Catalogue of the Library of the Institution, London ; 
Longman, Rees, &c., 1834. 

f For instance, Banbury, in Ozfordshire, where the gctaooUhouseonlyreioaiiu^ 
and is let for 4/. per ann., which is now paid to th9 Qfttieaal fcbOQli XbW9 if 
ko trftoe of any lands bolonging to the school* 
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to activity and zeal is for the parent to ishow that he eXamineis 
into and can appreciate the faithful discharge of his duty. 

As a general rule> pak'ents in th^ middle classes have now 
to decide whether they Will send their sons to one of the en- 
dowed grammar schools, or to a private school. Both alter^ 
natives often present difficulties. Most of the grammar 
schools which have a high reputation are very expensive— 
the course of ilistructloti is generally limited to Latin and 
Greek — and there is no reasonable security that a youth will 
be protected agaittst the tyranny of the older bOys, or that he 
will escape the cOhtagion of bad example^ The best private 
schools are also very expensive ; fttid^ indeed, it must neces- 
sarily foe the case that private schools, as a general rulei 
cannot avoid charging tAme than public schools. Each indi« 
vidual, however small his h\jmber of pupils may be, is com- 
pelled to make certain lai^ outlays for a house, school-tx>om, 
&c., which in most endowed schools are already provided. 
Besides this, it is> in most cases, a pure ispeculation, which 
may entirely fail. The private schoolmaster foegitis with only 
a few boarders, atld must work the number up to the paying 
point;— an endowed school already contains a number of 
scholars, and, if it has been tolerably Weil managed by his pre- 
decessor, a new toaster steps at once into an adequate income* 
He is also secured against any risk of the numbers felling oflF, 
provided his own conduct is not the cause of it, by the force 
of habit, which makes many parents send their children to the 
same place where they received their own education. 

The prrce of good education, therefore^ al an endowed 
school, ought to be less than in a. private school of equal cha* 
racter, for the profit is more certain, and the chance of abso* 
lute loss is almost removed ; but, as we have already remarked, 
the chai^ges at *nany x>f the endowed schools in high repute 
are very heavy. Hie eicpense, therefore, of the grammar 
and private schools in highest repute, and the indifferent 
character of nla,ny grammar and private schools where 
pupils are boarded tt lower rates, combined with the Opinion 
that few of these schools furnish all the kinds of ins^uc* 
tion that are now requisite, have kd to the fontidation of 
various proprietary schools. The general object of thes^ 
schools, as well as thatxjff the Wesrt Riding Institution, is to 
give a good classical education, and witli it a competent know- 
ledge of mathematical and, in some cases, physical science, 
with instruction in the most useful European languages. It 
cannot be denied that in many of the pure grammar schools 
little Latin and Greek is learned, and this little is all the in- 
struction that a boy receives. With improved methods and 
Mter masters, more Latin and tSreok may be learned than 19 
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acquired at many grammar schools, and sufficient lime will 
remain over for the study of other branches of knowledge of 
more immediate utility to a large portion of the children of the 
middle classes. The defenders of the pure Latin and Greek 
system have often urged that, however good many of the new 
systems of education may be, and however useful the other 
branches of knowledge which are introduced into these schools, 
Latin and Greek will not be well taught ; and that in these 
respects boys who go from such schools to the Universities 
will be inferior to those who are specially trained for Uni- 
versity examinations at some of the best grammar schools. 
The proprietary schools have hardly existed long enough to 
settle this question, which, however, if settled against the pro- 
prietary schools, will by no means disprove the great and ob- 
vious advantages of such institutions in other respects. It is, 
however, in the power of the masters of these institutions to 
3how, as they do in the German Gymnasia, that some boys 
will not learn the less Latin and Greek because others devote 
themselves more particularly to other pursuits ; or that be« 
cause the students of Latin and Greek devote a reasonable 
portion of their time to mathematics and the modern lan-> 
guages, they must therefore make less progress in Latin and 
Greek. But on this we shall say a few words presently. 

The property of the West Riding School consists of 240 
shares, we presume of lOOZ. each, but this is not stated : no 
proprietor must hold more than four. With the money ad- 
%'anced a school has been built^ and so far finished as to ac- 
commodate above one hundred boys. It appears from the 
report that the expenses of the building have exceeded the 
fund in hand by 10002., but hopes are entertained that this 
debt will soon be redeemed. 

Many people are perhaps not aware that similar associations 
have given origin to some of our old endowed schools, and 
that we are only imitating the example of our ancestors, who, 
after the suppression of the religious houses, colleges, and 
chantries, to some of which at least schools were attached, 
endeavoured to supply the defect by their own exertions. 
Though some of the lands of the religious houses, here as well 
as in Scotland) were reserved for purposes of education, the 
larger part fell into the hands of laymen, and the funds for 
education were diminished *. 

' In the year 1563, the mayor, jurats, and principal inhabit- 
ants of Sandwich agreed to raise a sum of money by subscrip- 
tion, for the purpose of erecting a building for a free-school, 
under a promise from Mr. Roger Manwood, then a barrister. 
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to ehdow the same with lands of sufficient value to support the 
building and maintain a master. Accordingly, the sum of 
286Z. Is, 2d. was immediately collected, and other measures 
were taken to forward the work. It happened fortunately that 
Archbishop Parker was then in the neighbourhood, and ap- 
proving the design, he became eminently instrumental in 
founding the school. He made application to the Dean and 
Chapter of Canterbury for a grant of some land belonging to 
their churchy which was judged to be a proper site for the 
school ; and moreover he wrote to his friend Secretary Cecyl 
for his interest with the Queen to procure her license for the 
foundation and endowment. The license in mortmain issued 
the 1st of October, 1563, by which Roger Manwood of Hack- 
ington, Esq., is empowered to erect a free grammar school in 
Sandwich, by the name of the Free Grammar School of Roger 
Manwood in Sandwich ; and the Queen grants that the mayor 
and jurats of Sandwich, and their successors, shall be gover- 
nors of the school, and be one body incorporate in deed and 
name, by the title of Governours of the Free-School of Roger 
Manwood in Sandwich ; that they may sue and implead by 
that name in all the Courts, may purchase estates in fee to 
the value of 40/. a year, and have a common seal ; and she 
further gives special license to the said Roger to give and 
grant to the said governors the particular estates recited in the 
subsequent deed of feoffment, with other grants usual in instru- 
ments of that sort *.' 

There seem to be at present two difficulties in the way of 
following up the principle of founding new schools in districts 
where there are either no grammar schools existing, or where 
these schools are unsuited to the wants of the present popula- 
tion. Neither of these difficulties involves the want of money, 

* From ' Collections for an History of Sandwich, in Kent,' by W^illiam Boys, 
Canterbury, 1792. The author gives the following curious extract from the 
Records of the Corporation : — 2lst May, 5th Elizabeth. 'It was moved by the 
maior, what a godly acte and worthie of memorye y t shuld be, to make and fowend 
a free schoole within thetowen, for the godly educacion of children in the know- 
ledge and feare of Gt)d, and that God therefor wold blesse the towen the better; 
and required therefore, that euery inhabitante within this towen wold consyder so 
good an acte, and to knowe what euery man wold willingly give therto ; and 
that he and his brethern as they dyd judge that a very godly worke, so thci wold 
largely give uf their porcions, that the same might be stablished ; which said 
mocion liked well all men. And so with one consent they offeryd to guive 
every man fur the same worke accordinge to their abillytye, as followy the,' Ice 

It is probable that the want of a school was felt at Sandwich, owing to the sup- 
pression of the chantry. Roger Manwood received the first rudiments of his edu- 
cation in a school belonging to Thomas Ellis's Chantry, in Sandwich, which was 
suppressed and sold, the 2nd of Edward VI. (Boy's Sandwich^ p. 186.) — Strype 
speaks of schools also having been suppressed imder the act of I Edward VI. 
Schools were often connected with the old chantries : see the case of Blackburn 
(Charity Commissioners' Reports)} and Barnstaple. 

Jan., 1835— Maucii, 1835. S 
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^hich is the least difficulty that the friends of education have 
to contend against. 

The first difficulty is the tenure of the school property. 
Under the proprietary system we believe that all the sub- 
scribers are joint proprietors, and individually liable for the 
debts of the institution in which they are shareholders^ what- 
ever arrangements among themselves they may make to the 
contrary. This is a great inconvenience, which can only be 
remedied by an act of incorporation. Besides this^ if such 
schools could assume a legal character with permission to hold 
property of a limited amount^ they would at once have a higher 
rank in the estimation of the public, and be established on a 
secure foundation. What is wanted, therefore, is something 
analogous to the letters of license which were granted by 
Edward VI • and Elizabeth. All schools for which a certain 
amount of money has been raised^ and vested in a piece of land 
and a school building, should be entitled, on fulfilling certain 
other conditions, to an act of incorporation. These conditions 
should be, a certain amount of fixed property, secured for the 
maintenance of the school ; an adoption of a certain course of 
instruction, leaving the mode of instruction free to the mana- 
gers and masters ; the granting to government a visiting power, 
and the making of periodical returns to the government. One 
absolute condition should be, that all money should be actually 
given, without any stipulation for profit in the shape of in- 
terest, but with the right of transfer by w:ill, or by sale subject 
to the directors' approbation of the purchaser. Such conditions 
would tend to secure these schools against the decay into which 
many grammar schools have fallen^ owing to mismanagement 
of the trustees : and this security would be further increased by 
the periodical election of managers or directors by the proprie- 
tors out of their own body, as already provided for in the rules 
and regulations of the proprietary schools. Whenever we 
shall have a government sufficiently wise to comprehend the 
question of education in all its extent and importance, we may 
expect to have legal provision made for the improvement of 
all existing endowed schools, and the establishment of others 
where they are wanted. One strong argument in support of 
such a measure is, that it will cost the government nothing. 

Another difficulty which has been experienced in the pro- 
prietary schools, has arisen from dissensions among the di- 
rectors, and from their injudicious interference with the mas- 
ters. The first difficulty is inherent in endowed schools also, 
and has only not been felt of late years to any amount, because 
the directors of them often take very little interest in their 
management. Such disputes, when not settled by the rules of 
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the school^ might be decided most promptly by a reference to 
the visiting authority. This principle appears in the rules of 
many of the old schools. Some person^ such as a bishop, 
archbishop^ or some other public and always existing person- 
age^ is named as the arbiter in disputes. We would modify 
the principle so far as to have one arbiter instead of many, for 
the purpose of giving consistency to decisions, and this arbiter 
must be the State, or those to whom the State delegates the 
power. 

As far as we can judge from the Report on the West Riding 
School, the proprietors are well aware t)f the danger that must 
arise from interfering with the internal conduct of the school. 
The first and most important duty of directors is to choose 
good masters, to whom^ when chosen^ they must give their 
confidence, which will seldom be abused, if they have taken 
due pains in the first instance. Nor is this surrender of the 
internal direction at all incompatible with a vigilant superin-> 
ten den ce, which it is the directors' business to exercise. 

Among the regulations of this school we find the following 
(p. 70.) 

* The funds of the institution shall be appropriated to the 
payment of the salaries of the several masters, the wages of 
servants^ the repairs and other necessary expenses of the in- 
stitution, and to paying the interest upon the capital advanced 
by the proprietors.' 

To the last clause we have a decided objection. No 
interest is likely to accrue in such schools^ if every thing is 
done for the advantage of masters and pupils that ought to be 
done ; and to hold out a distant expectation of it is a lure to 
the greedy and a bait to the ignorant. Should the school be 
filled with pupils, and its income consequently increase, we 
think the masters should be so well paid as to make them un« 
willing to leave, or to accept another place ; additional mas- 
ters should be procured, and no expense spared in the way 
of books^ models, maps^ and other aids of instruction. A 
good library also should be formed for the use of the proprie- 
tors, masters^ and pupils. If there is any incidental circum* 
stance which would weigh more strongly than another in in- 
ducing a well-»educated man to take a mastership in a provin* 
cial proprietary school, it is the access to a good library, 
which would put him on an equal footing as to literary advan- 
tage with those who live in London and the Universities. The 
West Riding School has already begun to form a library by 
donations. 

The two following regulations diflFer jn some respects from 
those of several proprietary schools :— 

s2 
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' The following masters shall be appointed : — A head mas- 
ter and a second master, who shall be graduates of one of the 
Universities, and of approved academical merit ; an assistant 
master, a French master^ and a German master^ with such 
other assistance as may be found necessary. 

* The head master shall not take any private pupils or 
boarders, and, if a clergyman, shall not serve any church 
where weekly duty is required.' 

Both these rules tire good ; but the last would be better^ if 
the head master and all other masters who happen to be in 
orders were excluded from serving any church at all. Edu- 
cation will never become a distinct and acknowledged profes- 
sion till it is separated from all others : nor do we understand 
how a clergyman can serve a church in any way, either on Sun- 
days or week-days, who must be, or ought to be, e^ery day en- 
gaged in attending to his pupils. It is> however, gratifying to 
see that the directors have not followed the rules of some schools 
of this kind, in which all but clergymen are excluded from the 
head-mastership. Till this error is rectified such schools will 
labour under the disadvantage of choosing their master out of 
a limited number, instead of out of the whole number of those 
who are competent for the duty. The wisdom of the Directors 
of the West Riding School, in retaining all that is good in the 
old grammar schools, and adding to their scheme whatever is 
requisite to render it fully adapted to present wants, cannot 
be too. highly commended. Old institutions were well suited 
to the times and places in which they were established ; and we 
act more in conformity to the spirit of these institutions, when 
we adapt them to our present wants, than if we adhere rigidly 
to the letter of their rules. The second regulation as to cle- 
rical duties very nearly resembles one in the rules of Sand- 
wich School made by Koger Manwood. 

*^Item. lordeine that the master and vsher be at libertie 
either to remaine single or to marie, or to take priesthoode^ so 
he trouble not himself with any benefice of cure or worldly 
business^ in such wies that shall hinder his oflice and dilligent 
attendaunce in the schole.*" 

As to the [principles on which it is proposed to conduct this 
school, we think, as far as they are explained in this publica- 
tion, that they are sound. Flogging, as a general rule, will not 
be used ; and fagging, with all kinds of tyranny practised in 
many large schools by the older upon the younger boys, will 
not be allowed. The statements as to the intended system of 

* See also Dean Colet's rules about St. Paul's School, London. Journal of 

Kducation, No. XVI., p. 24 1. The rules of Sir Anthony Jodde for Tunbridge 
Schuo)| Keut^ contain a rule to the same effect, and nearly in the same words. 
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instruction are necessarily expressed in general terms. We 
learn, however, from the speech of the head-master, that it is 
his intention to adopt a plan of instruction and discipline in 
close accordance with that which was introduced, and has 
been successfully pursued, by Dr. Jerrard at the Bristol College, 
and with the working of which Mr. Butterton became well 
acquainted during the time that he held the office of vice- 
principal in that institution. One thing, however, disappointed 
us, which was that the reverend gentleman has not resolved 
to banish the rod in the case of moral as well as all other 
offences. It appears from the reports of the council which 
are now before us, that it has been found possible at the 
Bristol College to dispense altogether with the aid of that in- 
strument of punishment ; and that a system of discipline based 
upon an appeal to * the reason and best feelings' of the stu- 
dents, has raised up among them a * tone of feeling' and a 
degree of * mutual courtesy' such as we believe do not exist 
in any flogging establishment. 

To remove from these proprietary establishments an ob- 
jection above alluded to as sometimes made, and also to render 
them efficient places of instruction for all boys who go there, 
we think that there should be a division of the youths into two 
classes, after the age of twelve, thirteen, or fourteen, as it may 
be. Up to this time, most, if not all the boys might receive 
the same kind of education in Latin, arithmetic, geography, 
French or German, or both, with such other knowledge as is 
now indispensable for all well-educated people. But from the 
age or ages above mentioned, it is clear that some division must 
take place between those intended for the universities and 
learned professions, and those who are not. The boys intended 
for the universities will now require a regular discipline in the 
more difficult Latin authors, in Greek, in the writing and the 
translating of both languages, together with the elements of 
algebra and geometry, and the branches of mixed mathematics 
studied at the universities. For the other boys we conceive 
Greek to be quite unnecessary. Having no strong motive for 
prosecuting it vigorously, it is probable that they would learn 
little ; and they would often leave the school before it were 
possible that much proficiency could be made, even if they 
were diligent. The time of these boys then should be employed 
from the ages above mentioned, more particularly with refer- 
ence to their future pursuits : and a knowledge of mathematics 
of some of the branches of physics or natural history, and the 
ability to write and speak the French or German languages, 
or both, will be much more useful to this class of boys than 
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anything else. By such a principle of division^ we believe 
that the proprietary schools may send youths to the university 
better prepared than they are in general from either grammar 
schools^ or private scbooU ; and those who are not intended for 
the universities, will get that sound and useful education, which 
at present can rarely be procured at any expense. 



ON WRITING LAnN AND GREEK EXERCISES. 

It does not now need to be shown^ that setting to learn is not 
teachings or that the art of .instructing is something different 
from the art of puzzling. But this principle^ though now 
generally admitted^ is not generally acted on. Many teachers 
doubtless adopt or conform to practices which, in theory, they 
condemn. We confess we are at a loss how else to explain 
the common adherence to the Latin-Latin and the Latin-Greek 
grammars of our forefathers, and the manner in which boys 
are flogged for not learning what they cannot understand. 
But these inconsistencies are now becoming more rare ; and, 
if allowance might be made for the play on the word, we 
would say, that the studies of humanity are beginning to be 
pursued on principles of humanity. These, however, are by 
no means the only customs in which the convictions of a 
teacher must often be at variance with the practice which he 
has adopted from imitation, and in which he perseveres from 
habit. Exercises, both Greek and Latin, seem to have been 
used for little eke than to puzzle the pupil, both on points 
which he has studied, and on points which he has not studied ; 
at all events, to show him rather what he does not know, than 
what he does know ; to show him rather his weakness than 
his strength. Whether from accident or design, the fact has 
been, that, on seeing his exercise corrected, even the diligent 
pupil has been far more discouraged at the amount of the 
mistakes, than encouraged by the correctness of the rest. He 
has very seldom felt that he could do his exercise without a 
single mistake, and that he has been able to avoid the traps 
laid to catch him. The system of setting exercises appears to 
have been (it certainly has had the effect of) a struggle between 
the master and the pupil ; the one to avoid mistakes, the other 
to give opportunities for making them. In this struggle, nothing 
but the severe infliction of the rod, or some other equivalent 
punishment, could prevent a boy from giving up the contest in 
despair. We are not ignorant that it may, with some show of 
reason, be replied, that such a system is calculated to form 
valuable habits of attention and perseverance, as well as to 
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impress the knowledge so attained more firmly on the mind. 
Doubtless^ habits of attention and perseverance may be formed 
no less by a severe corporal discipline than by a strict mental 
discipline ; but we conceive, that the application of the former 
means is limited to that class of teachers who do not under* 
stand the latter ; and we hope presently to show, that the 
knowledge so acquired is not, after all, impressed on the mind 
so firmly or so easily by this as by a different method. 

In the case of exercises as they are ordinarily managed, in 
which mistakes can hardly be avoided^ the pupil remembers 
his own error as much as the master's correction ; but he does 
not, at the same time, acquire an accurate discrimination 
between that which is right and that which is wrong. His eye, 
as well as his ear, are habituated to a sort of jargon^ and the 
error having made the first impression, will probably be found 
to have made also the more permanent impression. We be- 
lieve the pupil's knowledge of any language thus acquired, is 
more injured by the constant errors to which his eye and ear 
are familiarized^ than benefited by all the corrections which 
he receives. We learn modern languages with ease in the 
countries where they are spoken ; not by hearing bad French, 
bad German, bad Italian, with a running commentary of emen- 
dations, in which case our memory would be the common 
lumber-room of errors and corrections, the former claiming as 
much importance as the latter, but by habitually hearing and 
reading good French, good German, and good Italian. A be- 
ginner will always make mistakes ki speaking a language 
which he is learning ; and, consequently, when many are 
learning together, each must frequently hear errors ; but there 
is not the same necessity for him to see errors, much less to 
be constantly writing errors. It will readily be admitted, that 
if these observations are correct with respect to men, they apply 
with double force to boys. Teachers themselves may fre- 
quently, in their remarks upon an exercise, find themselves 
repeating the errors of their pupils^ from having seen them 
so many times on paper : it cannot then be surprising, that 
boys find it difficult to divest themselves of errors to which 
they have been familiarized. A plan, not inferior in absur- 
dity to that to which we have adverted, has been adopted, 
pretty generally we believe (more, however, in girls' than 
in boys' schools), for teaching orthography and orthoepy, 
correct writing and correct speaking. Whether it originated 
with Mr. Lindley Murray or not, we are unable to decide ; 
but it is a method which in principle fully coincides with the 
superficial and absurd system which he diffused so widely. 
Our experience convinces us, that the most effectual way to 
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teach a child to spell the word always correctly is not to give 
him the sentence : ' That, which is sometimes expedient, is 
not allways so/ and then the rule, * Words taken into compo- 
sition often drop those letters which were superfluous in their 
simples.* A child, who understood the rule would not need 
the exercise, and to one who did not understand the rule, it 
would be worse than useless. We cannot be persuaded that 
good grammar will be best taught by the exhibition and cor- 
rection of bad grammar. A boy is not brought to say, * we 
were/ by constantly hearing ^ we was :' he does not learn to 
say, * It is I,' by constantly hearing, ' It is me/ nor will he, 
after having waded through all the vulgarisms in Murray's 
Exercises, have a very nice ear for idiomatic English, it 
will be well if he ever succeeds in unlearning the greater part of 
what he has learnt. Whatever other argument may he alleged 
in defence of theatrical representations, it will hardly be pre- 
tended that they are very effective in promoting moral improve- 
ment. The exhibition of vice has never proved the best means 
for enforcing the practice of virtue. We never knew the prin- 
ciple of teaching by negatives applied so boldly to a matter of 
practice as by the venerable dancing-master, under whom we 
made our first essays in the art. He would commence his 
lesson by the performance of some simple step, saying, 
* Look at your copy / and when he had finished, would 
add, * Now that is the way in which you should not do it. 
My son will show you how you should do it.' He would 
then, with a pathetic complaint that his pupils could not ap- 
preciate his services, call forward his son to administer the 
antidote: and as he began, so he ended. The result was 
what might be expected ; we walked and danced, if possible, 
more awkwardly than before : and if such was the effect, in 
a matter of bodily dexterity and aptitude, it would be equally 
so in one of mental discipline. If it is true in morals, it is no 
less true in the cultivation of the understanding, that example 
is more powerful than precept, that is, than mere rule. 

We repeat, then, that, casteris paribus, the best plan is that 
which least exposes the eye and ear to error. Let it not be 
supposed, however, that we entertain any chimerical expecta- 
tion of being able to communicate knowledge, especially in the 
dead languages, without difficulty to the learner. Nothing th«t 
is worth having is got without labour; but we know no reason 
why art should increase that labour. There is indeed no such 
thing as a funnel through which knowledge may be poured into 
the mind, nor, if there were, would the infusion be as useful as 
if the knowledge were acquired in a more laborious way: and 
we are fully aware of the benefit to be derived from the process 
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of learning; and that the habits acquired by such discipline 
are perhaps the most valuable eflfects of the study, inasnauch 
as they remain when the knowledge itself is forgotten. But 
though we make this admission, we contend that the pupil 
should not have tasks which he is unable to perform, or which 
he is not likely to perform well ; for, if the exercise be too 
difficult for the pupil, it does not furnish that proper employ- 
ment for his understanding which is the true discipline of the 
mind. It is impossible to give boys the judgment of men, and 
therefore to impose on them tasks which are fit only for men, 
.which boys cannot be expected to perform correctly, is highly 
injurious. Should it be urged, that the best plan is that 
which affords the most exercise for the powers of the mind, 
we would reply, that to give a boy a weight to carry which he 
cannot lift, may be exercising his temper, but cannot be called 
exercising his strength. We assent pretty nearly to the fol- 
lowing observation by Dr. James Robertson : * Fatemur nos 
totos fuisse in hoc ut studium hujus linguae magis magisque 
facile redderemus, immo, si possemus, decupl5 facilius reddere, 
nos non omissuros.' * 

No argument, we conceive, beyond the notorious failure of 
the methods usually pursued, is needed to show the reasonable- 
ness of trying any plan which promises less vexation and more 
profit. It is almost unnecessary to condemn the practice of 
translating Ellis's, or Neilson's, or any other exercises without 
any explanation or illustration being given by the teacher, 
where the quantity is more regarded than the quality of the 
performance ; although we have heard of such being written, 
and never corrected or even examined when brought up. Little 
less preposterous is the plan of examining the exercises, and 
administering reward or punishment without explaining the 
nature of the difficulties and correcting the errors. But these 
are practices which, of course, cannot obtain in any well- 
regulated school. Our immediate object is to state what are 
the unavoidable bad consequences of the plan generally adopted, 
even where the system of exercises is best administered, and 
to suggest a few hints for the prevention of these consequences. 
Into the merits or defects of the existing books, it is not within 
the scope of our present purpose to inquire. We have only to 
do with the manner in which they are used. 

The plan which we wish to recommend may be stated in 
very few words ; let no exercise be written which has not first 
been translated orally to the master from the sentences pro- 
posed as the exercise. Any one who has been accustomed to 
the arduous duties of teaching will readily allow, that no aid, 

* Praef, ad Clav. Peiitateucbi, 
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however apparently trifling, should be overlooked. Amidst the 
excitement of a class, teachers themselves think of many 
things which would never occur to them in solitary study ; and 
boys may be supposed to be, in a much greater degree, affected 
by this collateral aid. Instead, then, of leaving the pupils to 
their own unaided, unexcited labour, let the sentences be 
translated by them orally as a part of the day's lesson : errors, 
of course, would be made in this oral translation, but they 
would be comparatively few. It may be objected that written 
exercises, under this system, would not furnish a sufficient 
test of the positive and relative merits of each pupil. But the 
real trial of each pupiPs knowledge will be made during the 
previous oral examination ; while the activity of mind, which 
must be kept up to some extent, in order to remember the 
sentences when rendered correctly, will give to all the pupils a 
sense of power and mastery over the language which is rarely 
gained by the ordinary methods, but which will be a highly 
beneficial stimulant. To show the necessity of giving to boys 
this encouragement and confidence, we would refer, not to in- 
stances of exercises in which every declinable noun is declined 
wrong, and scarcely a verb is conjugated right, but to instances 
in which diligent and able boys have brought up exercises of 
twenty lines, containing ten mistakes, when they expected they 
had made none, and have very naturally been discouraged at 
the result. Courage is one of the most powerful instruments 
jn the hands of the teacher for the advancement of his pupil, 
and, without it, there can be little hope of success. We can 
imagine nothing more likely to make a boy a blockhead than 
to call him a blockhead : few means could be devised more 
likely to prevent a boy from learning than to tell him that he 
is stupid and cannot learn, or to give him such exercises as he 
cannot possibly do well. We are not unacquainted with the 
large demand frequently made on the patience and temper of 
the teacher ; but we are also acquainted with the bad effects 
of pettishness and petulance in the instruction of boys, and of 
imposing labour above their strength to perform, and then 
rating them for their blunders. Boys should never be robbed 
of their self-respect, never be allowed to entertain a low opinion 
of what they can do, however badly they may actually do. Let 
a boy see that he is suspected of lying, and he will soon verify 
the suspicion : he has no longer a character to lose ; he has 
no longer any regard for himself. 

The importance of this principle, we conceive, it is hardly 
possible to overrate. We believe that it has been little at- 
jtended to, and that the feelings of the pupil have been held iq 
far too light estimation for his own improvement or his teacher's 
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credit. That there should be no stupid boys it would be un- 
reasonable and useless to expect ; but, we are persuaded, there 
would be many fewer, if their courage and dignity were con- 
sulted more^ and their feelings outraged less. Why is a boy to 
be told that he is an ignoramus ? It may be his own fault, but 
it may also be, and is quite as likely to be the fault of his 
parents in not having provided better early instruction, for which 
the schoolmaster is not to be expected to find an immediate 
remedy : it is his business to devise the most rational, easy^ and 
speedy method of supplying deficiencies and imparting know* 
ledge. If other methods fail, abuse is not likely to succeed. 
Independently of the consideration of insult^ what would be 
so discouraging, so fatally damping to an adult pupil, as to 
tell him he is stupid or to call him hard names ? We say, inde- 
pendently of the insult ofiered^ what would be more likely to 
dispirit the learner and to dash his energies ? There can be 
little doubt, that the abusive epithets lavished so freely by many 
teachers on their pupils^ have rather caused stupidity and 
nourished ignorance, than been originally provoked by their ex« 
istence. Nor are we wandering from our point in making these 
observations; for, if as will be generally allowed, the errors 
committed in exercises given on the usual methods are so 
numerous as we have described, it is manifest that some ani- 
madversion is called for, and that some expression of anger or 
displeasure will certainly escape the master ; if not, the pupil 
.thinks he is considered to be doing well, and yet he finds so 
many mistakes that he has no hope of ever attaining a respect- 
able knowledge of the language. It is true that after a long 
course of years he does learn something, and in a construing 
sort of style is able to hammer through a Latin author; but, 
were it not for the apparent paradox, we would say that, if he 
Jiad been learning less, he would know more. His courage is 
gone, his zeal is gone, the attraction of novelty is lost, and he 
regards his studies with indifference or even disgust. 

On the strength of first impressions, and on the difficulty of 
correcting errors acquired in early instruction, it is iieedless to 
remark : we will only observe generally, that in language this 
difficulty is perhaps greater than in any other study. Mis- pro- 
nunciations, or peculiar pronunciations, to which we have been 
first habituated, we seldom or never get rid of. This is par- 
ticularly observable in foreigners, who invariably contract the 
oddities and provincialisms of those natives in whose society 
they first mix, and can never remove the impression originally 
made. In the same way, if we have been early accustomed 
to blunders in writing exercises, it is long before we can restore 
our original correctness of eye and ear. It is not enough to 
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say that errors are corrected after the exercise has been ex- 
amined ; the original impression is not so easily erased, and^ 
after a week's interval, a boy will haA'e a more vivid im- 
pression of what he himself originally wrote, than of the 
after-correction of the master. If it be said, that he must 
write out the exercise again fairly (although this will by no 
means remedy the evil,) why, we ask, was he at first exposed 
to the commission of error, and then obliged to have recourse 
to this tedious process of correction ? Why was not the ex- 
ercise first translated orally to the master, and afterwards 
written by the pupil, in which case there would have been far 
less liability to error, and yet sufficient scope for activity and 
vigilance, and sufficient employment for all the powers of the 
mind ? The error which is made in an oral translation and 
is corrected on the spot, has not time to settle into an im- 
pression. But that which is considered and reflected on, and 
then deliberately put down on paper and slept over, is often 
permanent. 

Exercises have been, and we fear still are regarded as a 
very subordinate part of the system of instruction in Latin 
and Greek. It would generally be thought little better than 
a waste of time to devote the hours usually given to the day's 
lesson to the explanation and correction of an exercise : it would 
be said that nothing had been done, because a given number 
of paragraphs or pages had not been read. Instead of being 
deemed one of the most efficient means for impressing what is 
learnt on the mind, exercises have been looked on rather as an 
expedient for filling up the pupil's time out of school, and of 
puzzling him on particular rules of construction. Much of the 
neglect or misuse into which exercises have fallen, may, we ap- 
prehend, be attributed to the usual custom of putting a new book 
(as it is called) into the hands of the pupil every half-year or 
year, so that the inquiry has not been — ^what can he do ? — 
what does he know ? But, what is he reading ? — when did he go 
into Virgil, &c. ? — he will soon, I suppose, be going into a new 
book, &c. ? — while some authors have been called lower, and 
others dignified with the name of higher, all arranged accord- 
ing to a fanciful scale of degrees, which boys regard with a 
sort of mysterious veneration. The object has been to drag a 
pupil through the greatest number of these authors, rather 
than to enable him to read any of them with ease and pleasure. 
As soon as a pupil finds that he can do something himself, he 
takes courage and is certain of success ; but as long as he reads 
much and writes but little, there can be no great improvement 
in any language, and no well-grounded feeling of confidence. 
Whoever wishes to read a language with ease, should write 
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much. This principle has long been acknowledged; but the 
old prejudice of reading a given number of books as the best 
means of learning languages, seems to be not yet entirely 
removed. That no books should be read, it would be absurd 
to maintain ; but we contend, that in the early stages of in- 
struction at least three times as much should be written, as is 
read. It is not necessary that all that is translated into Latin 
or Greek orally should be written ; but it is important that 
none should be written which has not first been translated 
orally. With respect to the best kind of exercises, we may 
refer to some remarks in the last Number of this Journal 
(Review of ' Elegantiae Latinae'). A similar plan to what is here 
recommended has been, and still is adopted^ in the course of 
instruction pursued at the London University, 

It is easy for the diligent teacher to make exercises as they 
are wanted. One example will explain our meaning. From the 
first passage in the twenty-seventh chapter of the Gallic War 
of Caesar — Helvetii, omnium rerum inopia adducti, legates de 
deditione ad eum miserunt — we may form the following sen- 
tences for translation : — 

Orgetorix, induced by the want of everything, sent an ambas- 
sador to them (to treat) concerning surrender. 

The Eburones, induced by the want of corn, send an ambassador 
to him (to treat) concerning surrender. 

The Carthaginians, induced by these things, sent ambassadors 
to him (to treat) concerning peace. 

Cicero, induced by this thing, sends a messenger to the generals 
(to treat) concerning surrender. 

Twice this number of sentences might very advantageously 
be given for oral translation in class, when the original passage 
is well understood. A good variation of the plan is to have 
a chapter of Caesar committed to memory, after it has been 
translated and explained, and then to give short English sen- 
tences constructed upon the model of phrases contained in it, 
while each boy has a slate in his hand, and writes down the 
correct Latin corresponding to the English sentences. When 
the whole exercise is thus written, it should be read aloud by 
the pupils in order. This plan requires a different and perhaps 
a greater effort of memory, than the plan of translating sen- 
tences orally in class, and writing them down after the whole is 
done ; and, therefore, it should not be adopted till the pupil 
is sufficiently familiar with the sounds and inflexions of 
the language to remember the original and apply it with 
ease. We cannot agree with the recommendation of Mr. 
Kenrick in the Preface to his Greek Exercise-Book, that 
sentences when corrected should be committed to memory. 
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We think it would be a gratuitous tax on a pupil's patience 
fornially to learn by heart so many short and unconnected 
passages ; and, we conceive^ the end would be better answered 
by each pupil in the class reading them over aloud. The sen- 
tences would in the first place be given under every possible 
advantage^ and (any mistake being corrected at once) they 
would then be written almost without an error^ and would 
afterwards be impressed on the ear, as well as on the memory, 
by being read aloud. 

Some small variations of the plan will occur to the intelli- 
gent teacher. He will always, however^ bear in mind that his 
object is not to see how many mistakes his pupil will commit, 
but to diminish as much as possible the causes and chances 
of error. By thus impressing early and strongly on the mind 
all the necessary inflexions of words, and all the various forms 
of the simple sentence, the teacher will have laid the founda- 
tion of a sound and comprehensive knowledge of the language. 
On this foundation, not weakened or impaired by the ad- 
mixture of improper materials, he may erect the superstructure 
with safety, and with the satisfaction of seeing that each addi- 
tion, instead of weakening or rendering more incongruous what 
has been already built, will be so much gained towards the 
completion and perfection of his work. 

An objection may be made, that, though the importance of 
writing exercises is not here over-rated, the value of reading 
classical authors is under-rated ; that the practice of writing ex- 
ercises composed of very short sentences is an excellent way 
of fixing inflexions in a boy's memory ; but that when he has 
mastered the mere etymological part of the language, and has 
to learn the collocation of words and the construction of in- 
volved sentences, he must read largely ; and he cannot write 
exercises with this object, till he has read pretty largely. A 
few words will show how far we assent to the truth of these 
remarks, and wherein we dissent from them. It is not only 
to teach the pupil the inflexions of words that short sentences 
should be given for translation j the object is to teach him at 
the same time what are the component parts of all simple sen- 
tences however long and however apparently involved, and 
to make him fully comprehend the logical connexion of such 
parts, and the order which they generally take in the language 
that he is studying. We believe that this knowledge, which is 
the true introduction to the study of language, considered as a 
means of expressing connexion of ideas, is best attained by writ- 
ing short sentences according to given models, and by analy- 
zing and reducing to the general form of all simple sentences the 
examples which occur in the course of reading a Latin author. 
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In order to teach fully the mode in which two sentences are 
connected, when one is subordinate to the other, it is certainly 
necessary to read, but perhaps not largely, though to this there 
can be no objection, if at the same time we read accurately. 
But here also we conceive it necessary for the master to frame 
short exercises, in order to show the principle of connexion 
between the different parts of a complete sentence : and we 
think that a logical exposition of this principle of connexion, 
when explained by examples and impressed on the mind by 
suitable exercises, is the best means of teaching the pupil how 
to analyze the involved complex sentences which will fre- 
quently occur in the course of his reading. No pupil cer- 
tainly can acquire a good Latin style without reading both 
much and well : and no pupil can learn a language completely 
without a careful analysis of good authors. But as one end of 
learning the Greek and Latin languages is to enable a boy to 
read with tolerable facility and as soon as possible, the books 
written in those languages, the question thus limited is, — how 
may this end be best accomplished P In the opinion of the 
writer of this article, a boy will best attain the power of read- 
ing Latin and Greek authors with pleasure and advantage^ 
by going through a systematic course of exercise-writing from 
the time that he commences the study of the language till the 
time when he can construct sentences, both simple and com* 
plex, of all forms that occur in the best writers. While going 
through this course of exercises, he must certainly read Latin 
and Greek authors with gveat care, and must be continually 
applying what he has learned to the analysis of sentences in 
these authors^ and at the same must be increasing his stock of 
words and his facility in the use of them : but we think that 
the quantity read during the early stage of his instruction in 
either language should not be much. He may read as much 
as he can, or as much as his own time and that of his teacher 
will allow, when there is a certainty that he has fully mastered 
the principles, without which no language can be successfully 
studied. The logical connexion of ideas depends on general 
principles, which principles we should propose to make the 
basis of the scientific study of all languages.* 

* Compare the superior manner in which Bekker has handled the syntax of 
his German Grammar, with that of Matthise in his Greek Grammar, vol. ii. 
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On the elements of arithmetic. 

By the methods ordinarily used in teaching numeration, the 
pupils seldom acquire anything approaching to a correct idea 
of the value of figures. This remark may be attested by ex- 
amining the children of any of the common schools^ public or 
private. On visiting one of the schools for the poor, in an en- 
lightened provincial town, one of the head-boys was found to 
be engaged in arithmetic. This boy was desired to write 
down the value of a short row of figures 26316, which he 
expressed correctly. On being asked what number was 
represented by the second figure, he replied one ; tlie third ? 
three; the fourth ? six ; the fifth ? two. When required to put 
down the value of the second figure on another part of his slate, 
he wrote 1 ; the third, he wrote 3 ; the fourth, he wrote 6 ; the 
fifth, he wrote 2. The experiment having been repeated at 
various schools, and with a similar result to the one now men- 
tioned, leads to the supposition that it is a common error ; and 
it is undoubtedly one which a little attenton would correct. A 
teacher of long practice recommends the following method, as 
one which has never failed in producing a clear idea, even 
in a young pupil's mind, of the value which figures acquire 
from their situation. After having given a correct notion of 
the cardinal numbers as high as 100, by beads, pins, peas, 
marbles, or by other objects (during which time the pupils 
learn to express the numbers on their slates, both by writing 
and by figures), a course of analytical exercises is commenced, 
which is found so satisfactory that it may be recommended with 
confidence. Though there is nothing new in the principle, yet 
as it is not generally practised, it is presumed that it may not 
be generally known. A number of figures being placed before 
the class, 26316 for example, are analyzed individually, as 
follows : — 

6 

10 

300 

6,000 

20,000 

As each figure is separately written down, a pupil writes, to 
the right of it, its value. The appearance of the example is 
then, as given below : — 

6 six 
10 ten 
300 three hundred 
6,000 six thousand 
20,000 twenty thousand. 
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The example may next be presented to the pupils in another 
shape, beginning with the highest number instead of the lowest, 
thus : — 

20,000 twenty 4hftasaft4 

6,000 six thousand 

300 three hundred and 

10 ten 1 . , „ 
r: } sixteen. 
6 six J 

This being done, the pen is drawn through any superfluous 
words as above, the sentence is made complete, and the figures 
are written in one line, with their value in words. It is a good 
practice to cover the analysis in figures, leaving the words only 
visible, when it is wished that the whole may be expressed in 
one line of figures ; and the reverse, to cover the words, &c. 
A longer example will perhaps more fully elucidate the 

mode : — 

560,043,007 



500,000,000 five hundred -HiiHieftS- and 
60,000,000 sixty millions 
0,000,000 
000,000 
40,000 forty - tho!?8and 
3,000 three thousand and 
000 
00 
7 seven 
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Five hundred and sixty millions, 1 560 043 007 
forty-three thousand and seven. J ' ' 

Much time is finally saved by this method of numeration, by 
the satisfactory knowledge which is imparted of the value which 
figures acquire from their situation. 

A black board, four or five feet square, or a slate of the 
same size, to be written upon with chalk, is a valuable help in 
teaching various subjects. If the characters written upon it 
are large, they will be seen by the class to be taught, or by the 
whole school, at a considerable distance. Such a tablet serves 
to receive examples or lessons for the pupils, as well as to ex- 
hibit diagrams and other needful explanations. It should in- 
cline upon a firm easel with four legs, or be used in any other 
way that is convenient and cheap. 

The system of analysis ought not to end with numeration. 
In addition, we find school-boys, not only adding up tens, hun- 
dreds, thousands, &c., as if they were units, but also consider- 
ing them as such. First impressions, in teaching, are cer- 
tainly lasting ones. The first examples, then, on any subject 

Jan.— Apun., lC3j. T 
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to be taught, should be well considered, and conveyed to the 
pupils with great care and precision. These tend more to 
the correct development of such subjects than future examples, 
though future ones may be more intricate. After learning to 
add units, in which the bead-table, or other objects will be 
found very serviceable j an example similar to the following 
may be given, and explained in the manner which will be 
described : — 

5347 

6673 

8297 

6054 

8868 

The unit line being added up is found to amount to twenty- 
nine ; — nine is the unit, to be placed under the unit column. 
The twenty is to be added to the tens. Twenty and sixty are 
eighty, and fifty are one hundred and thirty, &c. The tens 
column amounts to three hundred and thirty. The thirty is 
to be placed under the tens column, and three hundred to be 
carried to the hundreds column. The pupil will now under- 
stand that the figure three in the tens line represents thirty. 
Proceeding with the next column^ we say three hundred and 
eight hundred are eleven hundred, or one thousand one hun- 
dred, &c. The whole line amounting to two thousand two 
hundred. The digit representing two hundred is to be placed 
under the hundreds line, and the two thousand to be carried 
to the thousands line, &c. After some examples of this kind 
have been gone through under the eye of the teacher, the 
pupil may be left to pursue the usual method, naming the 
figures as if they were units ; but it must be explained to 
him, and kept constantly in his mind, that though in thus 
adding he does not call the numbers tens, hundreds, thousands, 
&c., yet that such value is to be implied and understood. 

We hope not to be deemed mere fault-finders, if we allude 
here to the absurd practice which frequently obtains in schools, 
of not allowing the pupils to count their fingers in the common 
operations of arithmetic. This is the intelligent and rational 
mode which naturally presents itself to the beginner. While 
pupils are thus practising they are making themselves ac- 
quainted with the powers and combinations of numbers. Let 
the practice then be encouraged, even extensively. It would 
be little less than miraculous, if a child could tell, without some 
such process, that 8 added to 4 makes 12 ; that 4 subtracted 
from 12 leaves 8 ; or that four fours are equal to sixteen. 

Subtraction is always a difficult operation with young arith- 
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meticians. So long as the examples are confined to simply 
taking a less number from a greater they are aware of the 
principle, and with the knowledge they have acquired of the 
nature of numbers, in the preceding rule, they will commonly 
give correct answers if allowed time, and their own way of 
arriving at the result. But when they have to borrow and 
pay again^ the operation becomes mysterious, and above the 
comprehension of the generality of pupils. By dint of con- 
tinual and persevering- practice, and by hard labour, both of 
pupils and teacher, the former will at length learn to go 
mechanically through the examples set before them ; but they 
will generally know nothing of the principle on which the bor- 
rowing and returning is founded *. The ordinary method of 
teaching subtraction has been very successfully superseded by 
a practice now to be detailed; we give the following ex- 
ample : — 

7430746 

2379627 



We say to the pupil, as we cannot take seven from six, we 
will take ten from the forty : this ten added to the six will 
make sixteen, and of the forty only thirty will be left, or, in 
other words, instead of calling the two last figures in the upper 
line, forty-six, call them now thirty and sixteen ; take seven 
from sixteen and nine remain. Set down the nine, &c. Re- 
member that as we have taken ten from the second figure, it 
is only thirty ; take twenty from thirty, and ten remain. Set 

* We are indebted to a friend for tlie following note : — * The writer of this 
note has found from experience that these difficulties are most readily overcome 
by making the examples in the early stages relate to sums of money. Thus, a 
man had 27/. 12«. 8(/. in his possession, and was called upon to pay 19/. 15«. 4ji/., 
what would he have left when he had paid the debt ? The sum 27/. 12«. M. 
should be described as consisting of two notes (10/. each), seven sovereigns, 
one half-sovereign, two shillings, and eight pence. If the sum can be actually 
exhibited in that state, so much the better. It is further necessary to suppose, 
that the means of changing any of the pieces of money are at hand, or, what 
is better, let change be actually exhibited. As a matter of convenience to the 
present purpose, the operation begins with the lowest pieces of money. The man 
has first to pay the \d. The pupil will perceive that this requires that one 
penny must be exchanged for four farthings ; and here it should be pointed 
out to him that the quantity of money is as yet unaltered, Id. and ^. being 
worth just as much as 8</. When the man has paid \d,^ he will have }</. left ; 
he next pays the Ad, out of the ^d, and has Zd. left. To pay the 15«., a sove- 
reign must' be taken from the 7 sovereigns, and exchanged for 20«., which being 
added to the 12«. makes 32«. (leaving 6 sovereigns), and 15«. being paid from 
32«. leaves 17«. To pay the 9 sovereigns, one of the ten pound notes roust be 
taken from the two, and exchanged for 10 sovereigns, which added to the 
6 sovereigns make 16 sovereigns, and after paying 9 of them there are 7 l^ft* 
One ten pounds is to be paid, and there is one note to pay it with. The money, 
therefore, which the man retains, is 7/. 17». 3}rf. This process, though long in 
description, is simple in practice ; and that it is much better understood than 
one in which abstract numbers are used, is a matter of experience to the writer,* 

T 2 
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down the ten. Take six hundred from seven hundred^ and 
one hundred remains. Set down the one hundred. In the 
next operation, we cannot take nine thousand from nothing, 
we will therefore take ten thousand from the thirty thou- 
sand ; take nine thousand from ten thousand, and one thou- 
sand remains. Set down the one thousand. The thirty 
thousand is reduced to twenty thousand by our having 
taken ten thousand from it. Now, we cannot take seventy 
thousand from twenty thousand, we will therefore take one 
hundred thousand from the four hundred thousand, which will 
make one hundred and twenty thousand, from which we have 
to take seventy thousand. This leaves us fifty thousand, which 
is to be set down. The four hundred thousand is now only 
three hundred thousand, from which if we take three hundred 
thousand nothing remains. Set down a cipher. The next 
number to be subtracted from is seven millions, from which we 
take two millions, and five millions remain.* 

Few pupils will fail to understand these operations, espe- 
cially if every new subtraction is illustrated before them by 
the digits on the black board. They are supposed to have 
become familiarized with the right names of the numbers from 
their having been taught numeration in the manner suggested 
at the commencement of this paper. The operation of each 
subtraction will appear on the board, or on the pupil's slate 
in some such form as the following ; each result being con- 
veyed to its own place in the example as it is produced : — 

* In explaining the operation of subtraction, we have, at the suggestion of 
a friend, not used the word borrow^ which he considers, and we iMilieve cor- 
rectly, to be the source of much confusion to learners of subtraction. 
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7 4 
2 3 


3 7 4 
7 9 6 2 


6 

7 


5 1 


5 llljl 


9 



16 
7 



30 
20 

700 
600 

m - 

10,000 
9,000 

1,UUU 

120,000 
70,000 

300.000 
300,000 

0iHr,lrv(> 

7,000,000 
2,000,000 

5 ,000,000 



In teaching the multiplication table, the practice of saying 
or singing it, as in infants' and other schools (some of the 
British schools, for example^) is bad. Every method by 
which thought is rendered unnecessary ought to be avoided. 
Rote -learning tends not at all to the development of the 
reasoning faculties, but rather to stultify and oppress them ; 
and though we would not pretend to say that there is any one 
way which is better than ail others for teaching any one thing, 
we would condemn learning by rote as the worst of all me« 
thods ever practised under the name of instruction, in 
training up a rational being. Modes of conveying knowledge 
must be varied according to the disposition and the intellect of 
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the pupil. The first lessons in multiplication should doubtless 
be given upon the bead-table, or with other portable objects. 
Two-twos, five-sixes^ three-tens, &c., should all be shown by 
objects, so long as there is any reason to suppose that the 
pupil continues to be unacquainted with the principles of the 
process of multiplication. Similar examples may then be 
shown by the digits on the slate, or on the black tablet before 
mentioned^ beginning with, 



1} 



2x 1 = 2 



2 

which should be continued to 9 x 1 = 9} and proceeded with 
to. 



^^ |2x 12 = 24 



12 



24 

and so on to 12 x 12 =: 144, and as much further as may be 
thought advisable. Should the example proposed be 7 x 17, 
it may be shown as follows : — 

7 ^ 17 - 7 X 7 = 49 ri7 

' ^ *■' — nr K> in— .Tft 17 17 



7 X 10 = 70 



119 =( 



17 7 

17 



17 
17 
17 



119 



If it be thought necessary, the seven-sevens above may be 
shown separately, by addition, to produce 49, and in the same 
way, the seven -tens to produce 70. We will now take a 
single example in long multiplication, in which the necessary 
reasoning is shown in so clear and obvious a manner, as to 
speak at once to the mind and the eyes of the pupil. Its 
superior claim to attention over the ordinary method of drill- 
ing children into such combined operations, will at once re- 
commend it to notice, and we hope to adoption. Example, 
4239 X 5064 = ? 
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i9 X 5064 = 45576 
30 X 5064 =: 151920 
200 X 5064 =: 1012800 
4000 X 5064 = 20256000 



4239 X 5064 = 21466296 



5064 
4239 

45576 

15192^ 

10128^1^ 

20256^qq 

21466296 

In teaching division, details similar to those already recom- 
mended in multiplication should be exhibited before the pupil, 

for example : 

2684 -^ 4 

2000 -r- 4 = 500 4 | 2684 

600-^4=150 

80-4-4= 20 671 

4-i-4 = 1 



2684 4-4 = 671 

A similar process may easily be applied to the teaching of 
long division, as it is called, which is one of the great diffi- 
culties to students in arithmetic. 

21466296 -*- 5064 

21466296 

20256000 = 4000 X 5064 



1210296 

1012800 = 200 X 5064 



197496 

151920 2= 30 X 5064 



45576 

45576 = 9 X 5064 



It will be clearly seen from the course recommended in 
various parts of this paper, that even the simple example in 
division should not be attempted till more palpable methods 
have heen first taken to explain the elements ; thus 2 is con- 



280 On the Elements of Arithmetic. 

tained in 2, once ; in 3^ once, and one over ; in 4, twice, and 
so on : — the teacher not only proving these examples by re- 
ference to objects, but also requiring a variety of mental cal- 
culations from the pupils. It is perhaps unnecessary to 
lengthen this article : the writer has endeavoured to illustrate 
some modes in which numbers may be analysed with much 
advantage to pupils; under a judicious course of instruction 
children may be made aware that arithmetical operations are 
dependent on principles which, if correctly developed, must 
produce interesting and correct results. 



. ON THE DISCIPLINE OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.* 

To the Editor of the Journal of Education, 
Sir, 

As the sentiments contained in this Article will differ 
materially from those which have appeared from time to time 
in your Journal, it appears to me most proper to address them 
to you as coming frpm a correspondent; and therefore, as in 
no way pledging you to agree with them, you will not per- 
haps object to receive my views on a very important subject 
cpnnected with education, although they may not agree with 
your own. 

Liberal principles and popular principles are by no means 
necessarily the same ; and it is of importance to be aware of 
the difference between them. Popular principles are opposed 
simply to restraint — liberal principles to unjust restraint. 
Popular principles sympathise with all who are subject to 
authority, and regard with suspicion all punishments — liberal 
principles sympathise, on the other hand, with authority, 
whenever the evil tendencies of human nature are more 
likely to be shown in disregarding it than in abusing it. 
Popular principles seem to have but one object — the deliver- 
ance of the many from the control of the few. Liberal prin- 
ciples, while generally favourable to this same object, yet 
pursue it as a means, not as an end ; and therefore they sup- 
port the subjection of the many to the few under certain 
circumstances, when the great end, which they steadily keep 
in view, is more lil^ely to be promoted by subjection than by 
independence. For the great end of liberal principles is 

* As it is both the professed and real object of this Journal to endeavour to 
improve education, it is hardly necessary to remark, that both sides of all diffi- 
cult questions should be examined. The opinions expressed in this communi- 
cation are not those which have been maintained in this Journal ; but, for the 
reason just stated, it is thought useful to give to them the same publicity tlmt 
opposite opinions have received through this Journal. 
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indeed *'the greatest happiness of the greatest number,' if we 
understand that the happiness of man consists more in his 
intellectual well-doing than in his physical ; and yet more in 
his moral and religious excellence than in his intellectual. 

It must be allowed, however, that the fault of popular 
principles, as distinguished from liberal, has been greatly 
provoked by the long-continued prevalence of principles of 
authority which are no less illiberal. Power has been so 
constantly perverted that it has come to be generally sus- 
pected. Liberty has been so constantly unjustly restrained, 
that it has been thought impossible that it should ever be 
indulged too freely. Popular feeling is not quick in observing 
the change of times and circumstances : it is with difficulty 
brought to act against a long-standing evil ; but, being once 
set in motion, it is apt to overshoot its mark, and to continue 
to cry out against an evil long after it has disappeared, and 
the opposite evil is become most to be dreaded. Something 
of this excessive recoil of feeling may be observed, I think, 
in the continued cry against the severity of the penal code, 
as distinguished from its other defects ; and the same disposi- 
tion is shown in the popular clamour against military flog- 
gings and in the complaints which are often made against 
the existing system of discipline in our schools. 

The points which are attacked in this system are two — 
flogging and fagging ; and we will first consider the question 
of flogging. We have nothing to do with arguments against 
the excessive or indiscriminate use of such a punishment : it 
is but idle to attack what no one defends, and what has at 
present hardly any real existence. The notion of a school- 
master being a cruel tyrant, ruling only by the terror of the 
rods is about as real as the no less terrific image of Blue- 
beard. The fault of the old system of flogging at Win- 
chester, alluded to in your last Number, was not its cruelty, 
but its inefliciency ; the punishment was so frequent and so 
slight as to inspire very little either of terror or of shame. 
In other schools, eighty or a hundred years ago, there may 
have been a system of cruel severity, but scarcely, I should 
imagine, within' the memory of any one now alive. But the 
argument against all corporal punishment applies undoubtedly 
to an existing state of things 3 and this argument, therefore, 
I shall proceed to consider. 

* Corporal punishment,' it is said, ' is degrading.' I well 
know of what feeling this is the expression ; it originates in 
that proud notion of personal independence which is neither 
reasonable nor Christian, but essentially barbarian. It visited 
Europe in former times with all the curses of the age of chi- 
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valry, and is threatening us now with those of Jacobinism. 
For 80 it is, that the evils of ultra-aristocracy and ultra-popu* 
lar principles spring precisely from the same source— namely^ 
from selfish pride — from an idolatry of personal honour and 
dignity in the aristocratical form of the disease — of personal 
independence in its modern and popular form. It is simply 
impatience of inferiority and submission— a feeling which 
must be more frequently wrong or right, in proportion to 
the relative situation and worthiness of him who entertains it^ 
but which cannot be always or generally right except in 
beings infinitely more perfect than man. Impatience of 
inferiority felt by a child towards his parents, or by a pupil 
towards his instructors, is merely wrong, because it is at 
variance with the truth : there exists a real inferiority in the 
relation, and it is an error, a fault, a corruption of nature, not 
to acknowledge it. 

Punishment, then, inflicted by a parent or a master for the 
purposes of correction, is in no true sense of the word de- 
grading; nor is it the more degrading for being corporal. 
To say that corporal punishment is an appeal to personal fear 
is a mere abuse of terms. In this sense all bodily pain or 
inconvenience is an appeal to personal fear; and a man 
should be ashamed to take any pains to avoid the tooth-ache 
or the gout. Pain is an evil ; and the fear of pain, like all 
other natural feelings, is of a mixed character, sometimes 
useful and becoming, sometimes wrong and mischievous. I 
believe that we should not do well to extirpate any of these 
feelings, but to regulate and check them by cherishing and 
strengthening such as are purely good. To destroy the fear 
of pain altogether, even if practicable, would be but a doubt* 
ful good, until the better elements of our nature were so 
perfected as wholly to supersede its use. Perfect love of 
good is the only thing which can profitably cast out all fear. 
In the meanwhile, what is the course of true wisdom } Not 
to make a boy insensible to bodily pain, but to make him 
dread moral evil more ; so that fear will do its proper and 
appointed work, without so going beyond it as to become 
cowardice. It is cowardice to fear pain or danger more 
than neglect of duty, or than the commission of evil ; but it 
is useful to fear them, when they are but the accompaniments 
or the consequences of folly and of faults. 

It is very true that the fear of punishment generally (for 
surely it makes no difference whether it be the fear of the 
personal pain of flogging, or of the personal inconvenience of 
what have been proposed as its substitutes, confinement, and 
a reduced allowance of food,) is not the highest motive of 
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action } and therefore, the course actually followed in educa^* 
tion is most agreeable to nature and reason, that the fear of 
punishment should be appealed to 4es8 and less as the moral 
principle becomes stronger with advancing age. If any one 
really supposes that young men in the higher forms of public 
schools are governed by fear, and not by moral motives ; that 
the appeal is not habitually made to the highest and noblest 
principles and feelings of their nature, he is too little aware 
of the actual state of those institutions to be properly qua* 
lified to speak or write about them. 

With regard to the highest forms, indeed> it is well known 
that corporal punishment is as totally out of the question in 
the practice of our schools as it is at the universities ; and I 
believe that there could nowhere be found a set of young 
men amongst whom punishment of any kind was less fre- 
quent, or by whom it was less required. The real point to 
be considered is merely, whether corporal punishment is in 
all cases unfit to be inflicted on boys under fifteen, or on 
those who, being older in years, are not proportionably 
advanced in understanding or in character, who must be 
ranked in the lower part of the school, and who are little alive 
to the feeling of self-respect, and little capable of being 
influenced by moral motives. Now, with regard to young 
boys, it appears to me positively mischievous to accustom 
them to consider themselves insulted or degraded by personal 
correction. The fruits of such a system were well shown in 
an incident which occurred in Paris during the three days of 
the revolution of 1830. A boy of twelve years old, who had 
been forward in insulting the soldiers, was noticed by one of 
the officers ; and though the action was then raging, the 
officer, considering the age of the boy, merely struck him 
with the flat part of his sword, as the fit chastisement for 
boyish impertinence. But the boy had been taught to con- 
sider his person sacred, and that a blow was a deadly insult ; 
he therefore followed the officer, and having watched his 
oppoi*tunity, took deliberate aim at him with a pistol, and 
murdered him. This was the true spirit of the savage, 
exactly like that of Galium Beg in Waverley, who, when a 
^ decent gentleman' was going to chastise him with his cane 
for throwing a quoit at his shins, instantly drew a pistol to 
vindicate the dignity of his shoulders. . We laugh at such a 
trait in the work of the great novelist, because, according to 
pur notions, the absurdity of Galium Beg's resentment is 
even more striking than its atrocity. But I doubt whether 
to the French readers of Waverley it has appeared either 
laughable or disgusting ; at least the similar action of the 
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real Galium in the streets of Paris was noticed at the time as 
something entitled to our admiration. And yet what can be 
more mischievous than thus to anticipate in boyhood those 
feelings which even in manhood are of a most questionable 
nature^ but which, at an earlier period, are wholly and clearly 
evil ? At an age when it is almost impossible to find a true, 
manly sense of the degradation of guilt or faults, where is the 
wisdom of encouraging a fantastic sense of the degradation 
of personal correction ? What can be more false, or more 
adverse to the simplicity, sobriety, and humbleness of mind 
which are the best ornament of youth, and offer the best pro* 
mise of a noble manhood ? There is an essential inferiority 
in a boy as compared with a man, which makes an assump- 
tion of equality on his part at once ridiculous and wrong ; 
and where there is no equality^ the exercise of superiority 
implied in personal chastisement cannot in itself be an insult 
or a degradation. 

The total abandonment, then, of corporal punishment for 
the faults of young boys appears to me not only uncalled for, 
but absolutely to be deprecated. It is of course most desir- 
able that all punishment should be superseded by the force of 
moral motives ; and up to a certain point this is practicable. 
All endeavours so to dispense with flogging are the wisdom 
and the duty of a schoolmaster; and by these means the 
amount of corporal punishment inflicted may be, and in fact 
has been, in more than one instance, reduced to something 
very inconsiderable. But it is one thing to get rid of punish- 
ment by lessening the amount of faults, and another to say, 
that even if the faults are committed, the punishment ought 
not to be inflicted. Now it is folly to expect that faults will 
never occur ; and it is very essential towards impressing on 
a boy's mind the natural imperfectness and subordination of 
his condition, that his faults and the state of his character 
being difierent from what they are in after life, so the nature 
of his punishment should be different also, lest by any means 
he should unite the pride and self-importance of manhood 
with a boy's moral carelessness and low notions of moral 
responsibility. 

The beau-ideal of school discipline with regard to young 
boys would appear to be this — that whilst corporal punishment 
was retained on principle as fitly answering to, and marking 
the naturally inferior state of, boyhood, morally and intellec- 
tually, and therefore as conveying no peculiar degradation 
to persons in such a state, we should cherish and encourage 
to the utmost all attempts made by the several boys as indi- 
viduals to escape from the natural puuisbmeiit of their age by 
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rising above its naturally low tone of principle. While we 
told them, that, as being boys, they were not degraded by 
being punished as boys, we should tell them also, that in 
proportion as we saw them trying to anticipate their age 
morally, so we should delight to anticipate it also in our 
treatment of them personally— that every approach to the 
steadiness of principle shown in manhood should be consi- 
dered as giving a claim to the respectability of manhood — 
that we should be delighted to forget the inferiority of their 
age, as they laboured to lessen their moral and intellectual 
inferiority. This would be a discipline truly generous and 
wise, in one word, truly Christian — making an increase of 
dignity the certain consequence of increased virtuous effort^ 
but giving no countenance to that barbarian pride which 
claims the treatment of a freeman and an equal, while it 
cherishes all the carelessness^ the foUy^ and the low and 
selfish principle of a slave. 

With regard to older boys, indeed^ who yet have not 
attained that rank in the school which exempts them from 
corporal punishment, the question is one of greater difficulty. 
In this case the obvious objections to such a punishment are 
serious ; and the truth is, that if a boy above fifteen is of such 
a character as to require flogging, the essentially trifling 
nature of school correction is inadequate to the offence. But 
in fact boys, after a certain age, who cannot keep their pro- 
per rank in a school, ought not to be retained at it ; and if 
they do stay, the question becomes only a choice of evils. 
For the standard of attainment at a large school being neces- 
sarily adapted for no more than the average rate of capacity, 
a boy who, after fifteen, continues to fall below it, is either 
intellectually incapable of deriving benefit from the system 
of the place, or morally indisposed to do so, and in either 
case he ought to be removed from it. And as the growth 
of the body is often exceedingly vigorous where that of the 
mind is slow, such boys are at once apt for many kinds of 
evil, and hard to be governed by moral motives, while they 
have outgrown the fear of school correction. These are fit 
subjects for private tuition, where the moral and domestic influ- 
ences maybe exercised upon them more constantly and person- 
ally than is compatible with the numbers of a large schooK 
Meanwhile such boys^ in fact, often continue to be kept at 
school by their parents, who would regard it as an inconve- 
nience to be required to vidthdraw them. Now it is super- 
fluous to say, that in these cases corporal punishment should 
be avoided wherever it is possible ; and perhaps it would be 
best, if for such grave otfences as would fitly call for it in 
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younger boys, older boys whose rank in the school renders 
them equally subject to it, were at once to be punished by 
expulsion. As it is, the long-continued use of personal cor- 
rection as a proper school punishment renders it possible to 
offer the alternative of flogging to an older boy, without sub- 
jecting him to any excessive degradation, and his submis- 
sion to it marks appropriately the greatness and disgraceful 
character of his offence, while it establishes, at the same 
time, the important principle, that as long as a boy remains 
at school, the respectability and immunities of manhood must 
be earned by manly conduct and a manly sense of duty. 

It seems to me, then, that the complaints commonly 
brought against our system of school discipline* are wrong 
either in their principle or as to the truth of the fact. The 
complaint against all corporal punishment, as degrading and 
improper, goes, I think, upon a false and mischievous prin- 
ciple : the complaint against governing boys by fear, and 
mere authority, without any appeal to their moral feelings, 
is perfectly just in the abstract^ but perfectly inapplicable 
to the actual state of schools in England. I now proceed 
to make a few remarks upon another part of the system of 
public schools, which is even less understood than the sub- 
ject already considered, I mean the power of fagging. 

Now by * the power of fagging,' I understand a power 
given by the supreme authorities of a school to the boys of 
the highest class or classes in it^ to be exercised by them 
over the lower boys for the sake of securing the advantages 
of regular government amongst the boys themselves, and 
avoiding the evils of anarchy,— in other words, of the lawless 
tyranny of physical strength. This is the simple statement 
of the nature and ends of public school fagging — an institu- 
tion which, like all other government, has been often abused, 
and requires to be carefully watched, but which is as indis- 
pensable to a multitude of boys living together, as govern- 
ment^ in like circumstances, is indispensable to a multitude 
of men. 

I have said that fagging is necessary for a multitude of boys 
when living together ; for this will show how the system 
may be required in the public schools of England, and yet 
be wholly needless in those of Scotland. The great Scotch 
schools are day-schools — those of England are boarding- 
schools. Now the difference between these two systems is 
enormous. In the Scotch schools the boys live at their own 
homes, and are under the government of their own relations ; 
they only meet at school for a certain definite object during 
a certain portion of the day. But in England the boys, for 
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nearly nine months of the year, live with one another in a 
distinct society ; their school life occupies the whole of their 
existence ; at their studies and at their amusements, by day 
and by night, they are members of one and the same society, 
and in closer local neighbourhood with one another than is 
the case with the ordinary society of grown men. At all 
those times, then, when Scotch boys are living at home in 
their respective families, English boys are living together 
amongst themselves alone; and for this their habitual living 
they require a government. It is idle to say that the mas- 
ters form, or can form, this government ; it is impossible to 
have a sufficient number of masters for the purpose ; for, in 
order to obtain the advantages of home government, the boys 
should be as much divided as they are at their respective 
homes. There should be no greater number of schoolfellows 
living under one master than of brothers commonly living 
under one parent; nay, the number should be less, inasmuch 
as there is wanting that bond of natural affection which so 
greatly facilitates domestic government, and gives it its pecu- 
liar virtue. Even a father with thirty sons all below the age 
of manhood, ttnd above childhood, would find it no easy 
matter to govern them effectually — how much less can a 
master govern thirty boys, with no natural bond to attach 
them either to him or to one another ? He may indeed 
superintend their government of one another ; he may govern 
them through their own governors ; but to govern them 
immediately, and at the same time effectively, is, I believe, 
impossible. And hence, if you have a large boarding-^chooly 
you cannot have it adequately governed without a system of 
fagging. 

Now, a government among the boys themselves being 
necessary, the actual constitution of public schools places it 
in the best possible hands. Those to whom the power is 
committed are not simply the strongest boys, nor the oldest, 
nor yet the cleverest ; they are those who have risen to the 
highest form in the school — that is to say, they will be pro- 
bably at once the oldest, and the strongest, and the cleverest; 
and further, if the school be well ordered, they will be the 
most respectable in application and general character — 
those who have made the best use of the opportunities which 
the school affords, and are most capable of entering into its 
objects. In short, they constitute a real aristocracy, a govern- 
ment of the most worthy, their rank itself being an argument 
of their deserving. And their business is to keep order 
amongst the boys ; to put a stop to improprieties of conduct, 
especially to prevent that oppression and ill-usage of the 
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weaker boys by the stronger which is so often ignorantly 
confounded with a system of fagging. For all these purposes 
a general authority over the rest of the school is given them ; 
and in some schools they have the power, like the masters, 
of enforcing this authority by impositions, that is, by setting 
tasks to be written out or learnt by heart for any misbeha- 
viour. And this authority is exercised over all those boys 
who are legally subject to it, that is, over all below a certain 
place in the school, whatever be their age or physical strength ; 
so that many boys who, if there were no regular fagging, 
would by mere physical force be exercising power over their 
schoolfellows, although from their idleness, ignorance, and low 
principle they might be most unfit to do so, are now not only 
hindered from tyrannizing over others, but are themselves 
subject to authority — a most wholesome example, and one 
particularly needed at school, that mere physical strength, 
even amongst boys, is not to enjoy an ascendancy. Mean* 
while this governing part of the school, thus invested with 
great responsibility, treated by the masters with great confi- 
dence and consideration, and being constantly in direct com- 
munication with the head master, and receiving their instruc- 
tion almost exclusively from him, learn to feel a corresponding 
self-respect in the best sense of the term ; they look upon 
themselves as answerable for the character of the school, and 
by the natural effect of their position acquire a uianliness of 
mind and habits of conduct infinitely superior, generally 
speaking, to those of young men of the same age who have 
not enjoyed the same advantages. 

What becomes then of those terrible stories of cruelty 
which inspire so many parents with horror at the very name 
of fagging ; or what shall we say of that very representation 
of the fagging at Winchester, which appeared in the last 
Number of your Journal ? It is confessed, indeed, in a sub- 
sequent page of that Number, that your correspondent's re- 
presentation is not applicable to the present state of Win- 
chester. Would it not then have been fairer to have 
inserted in the running title of the article, ^ Flogging and 
Fagging at Winchester,' the words, * as formerly practised ?• 
But, indeed, even as describing a past state of things, there 
is surely some confusion in the statement. It is important to 
distinguish such acts of oppression as belong properly to the 
system of fagging, from such as arise merely from superior 
physical force, and consequently exist as much, I believe a 
thousand times more, in those schools where there is no legal 
fagging. For instance, your correspondent complains of the 
tyranny practised at Winchester at bed-time, * tossing in the 
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blanket^ tying toes, bolstering, &c.' These, indeed, are most 
odious practices, but what have they to do with fagging? 
I have Iviiown them to exist at private schools, where there 
was no fagging, to a degree of intolerable cruelty. In college, 
at Winchester, where there were two or three praifects in 
every chamber, I scarcely remember them to have been prac- 
tised at all during the period of which I can speak from my 
own experience. And this is natural; for the boys who 
delight in this petty tyranny are very rarely to be found 
amongst the oldest in a school, and still less amongst those 
Vfho have raised themselves to the highest rank in it : they 
are either middle-aged boys, from fourteen to sixteen, or 
such older boys as never distinguish themselves for any good, 
and who, never rising high in the school, are by a system of 
fagging, and by that only, restrained from abusing their size 
and strength in tyranny. Other abuses which your corre- 
spondent mentions, such as toasting, lighting fires, &c., arise 
so far from a system of fagging, that this system, when ill- 
regulated, allows a certain well-defined class of boys to exact 
services which otherwise would be exacted merely by the 
strongest. But I said, what every one must be aware of, 
that the government of boys, like every other government, 
requires to be watched, or it will surely be guilty of abuses. 
Those menial offices which were exacted from the juniors at 
Winchester were only required of them because the attend- 
ance of servants was so exceedingly insufficient, and the 
accommodations of the boys in many particulars so greatly 
neglected. If you do not provide servants to clean the boys' 
shoes, to supply them with water of a morning, or to wait 
on them at their meals, undoubtedly the more powerful among 
them, whether the power be natural or artificial, will get 
these things done for them by the weaker ; but supply the 
proper attendance, and all this ceases immediately. There 
will remain many miscellaneous services, such as watching 
for balls at cricket or fives, carrying messages, &c., which 
servants undoubtedly cannot be expected always to perform, 
and which yet belong to that general authority vested in the 
boys of the highest form. They belong to that general 
authority, and are therefore now claimed as rightfully due ; 
but if there were no such authority, they would be claimed 
by the stronger from the weaker. For I assume it as a certain 
fact, that if you have two or three hundred boys living with 
one another as a distinct society, there will be some to com- 
mand, as in all other societies, and others to obey : the only 
difference is, that the present system first of all puts the 
power into the best hands ; and^ secondly, by recognizing it 

Jan.— April, 1833. U 
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as legal, is far better able to limit its exercise and to prevent 
its abuses, than it could be if the whole were a mere irre- 
gular dominion of the stronger over the weaker. 

There is another thing, which to those who are acquainted 
with schools, will seem of no small importance. Leave a 
number of boys together as legally equal^ and the irregular 
tyranny exercised under these circumstances by every 
stronger boy over every weaker one, has so far the sanction 
of the public opinion of the school, that any individual suf- 
ferer would be utterly afraid to complain of his ill usage to 
the master. But give one class a legal superiority over the 
rest, and an abuse of power on their part is no longer re- 
ceived with sympathy ; and the boy who were to complain 
of it to the master, instead of being hated as an informer, 
would rather be regarded by the mass of his companions as 
an asserter of their common liberties. Now to those who con- 
sider the difficulty of getting boys to complain of ill usage 
where public opinion condemns the complaining, it will ap- 
pear an immense security against oppression, that it may be 
denounced without incurring general odium ; and such I fear 
is the Jacobinical spirit of human nature, that this can never 
be the case unless the oppression proceed from one invested 
with legal authority. 

For my own part, however, I am not one of those who 
think it an evil that younger or less manly boys should be 
subject legally to those more advanced in age and in character. 
Such subjection is not degrading, for it is rendered not to an 
arbitrary, but to a real superiority ; it is shown to a power 
exercised in the main not for its own good, but for that of 
the society as a whole. Neither do I regard it as oppressive ; 
for the degree and kind of obedience enforced under a well- 
regulated system of fagging is beneficial to those who pay 
it. A strict system is not therefore a cruel one ; and the 
discipline to which boys are thus subjected, and the quick- 
ness, handiness, thoughtfulness, and punctuality, which they 
learn from some of the services required of them, are no 
despicable part of education. Many a man who went from 
Winchester to serve in the Peninsula in the course of the last 
war must have found his school experience and habits no 
bad preparation for the activity and hardships of a campaign ; 
not only in the mere power of endurance, but in the help- 
fulness and independence which his training as a junior had 
given him. When your correspondent talks of the servility 
encouraged by the system of fagging, and gravely imputes to 
this cause what he calls the characteristic servility of English 
gentlemen, the cause appears to me as wrongly assigned as 
I think the supposed result imaginary. 
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The real servility which exists in England, whether 
amongst men or boys, is not an excessive deference for legal 
authority^ but a surrender of individual judgment and con- 
science to the tyranny of public opinion* This tyranny 
exists in schools to a fatal degree ; but it is not exercised 
chiefly by those who have the power of fagging, and far less 
in virtue of that power; on the contrary, the boys of the 
highest form are the only corrective of it, and so far as they 
contribute to it, it is not owing to the power which distin- 
guishes them from the other boys, but to that imperfection 
of age and judgment which, to a certain degree, they share 
in common with them. Great, indeed, is this evil ; but it is 
one arising almost inevitably from the circumstances of a 
boarding'School, namely, that it is a society wholly com- 
posed of persons whose state, morally and intellectually, is, 
by reason of their age, exceedingly imperfect. 

It is this which renders it so difficult to make a large 
school a place of Christian education. For while, on the one 
hand, the boys stand to their masters in the relation of pupils 
to a teacher, they form, on the other hand, a complete society 
amongst themselves; and the individual boys, while in- 
fluenced by him in the one relation, are unhappily in the 
other more influenced by that whole of which they are mem- 
bers, and which affects them in a much larger portion of their 
lives. And how can this influence be of a Christian cha- 
racter, when the perfect impression of Christianity cannot 
possibly be received by any society which is not in the 
highest state of advancement ? by all others it is either taken 
incorrectly, or repelled altogether : they can but exhibit that 
mixture of superstition and profaneness which characterized 
the semi- barbarous societies of the middle ages ; a mixture 
as unfavourable to the development of man's highest ex- 
cellence, as Christianity purely imbibed is favourable to it, 
and indispensable. 

The stress of this remark, however, applies to a society in 
a low moral state, and not to an individual. Boys in their 
own families, as members of the natural and wholesome 
society of their father's household, may receive its lessons, 
and catch its spirit, and learn at a very early age to estimate 
right and wrong truly. But a society formed exclusively of 
boys, that is, of elements each separately weak and imperfect, 
becomes more than an aggregate of their several defects : the 
amount of evil in the mass is more than the sum of the evil 
in the individuals ; it is aggravated in its character, while the 
amount of good, on the contrary, is less in the mass than in the 
individuals, and its effect greatly weakened. 

u2 
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Now this being the case, and the very fact of a boarding- 
school involving the existence of such an unfavourable state 
of society, he who wishes really to improve public education 
would do well to direct his attention to this point ; and to 
consider how there can be infused into a society of boys 
such elements as, without being too dissimilar to coalesce 
thoroughly with the rest, shall yet be so superior as to raise 
the character of the whole. It would be absurd to say that 
any school has as yet fully solved this problem. I am con- 
vinced, however, that in the peculiar relation of the highest 
form to the rest of the boys, such as it exists in our great 
public schools, there is to be found the best means of an- 
swering it. This relation requires in many respects to be 
improved in its character ; some of its features should be 
softened, others elevated : but here and here only is the 
engine which can effect (he end desired ; and if boarding- 
schools are to be cleared of their most besetting faults and 
raised in all that is excellent, it must be done by a judicious 
improvement ; but most assuredly not by the abolition of 
the system of authorized fagging. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant^ 

A WyKBHAMIST. . 

January 22nd, 1835. 
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A TREATISE ON ALGEBRA. (No. II.) 
A Treatise on Algebra. By George Peacock, M.A., F.R.S., 
&c., &c.. Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. Deighton, 1830. 

In our last Number on this subject we gave some idea of the 
extensions by which the part of algebra hitherto called itnpos* 
sible has been (since the year 1805) shown by several writers 
to be capable of a general interpretation, on the same principle 
of extension by which the results of numerical arithmetic were 
made to assume a wider form, in the doctrine of positive and 
negative quantities. We left off at this question : How far 
is it practicable, or desirable, to introduce these extensions into 
elementary treatises written for beginners ? By a beginner in 
algebra, we cannot agree to mean less than a young person 
who has studied arithmetic, both in principle and practice — to 
whom numbers and demonstration connected with numbers 
are both familiar. We should very much like to add logic in 
its most exact form ; an easier science than algebra, and 
which, come by it how he may, the student must have in one 
sense, before he can ever become a mathematician* We 
mean that he must have certain perceptions with regard to 
proper use of terms, which, if not derived from actual examina- 
tion of verbal arguments, he will have to learn at a much 
greater expense of time. See this Journal, vol. VI., page 238. 
The desirableness of introducing the considerations of the 
last article depends entirely upon their utility. The latter, con- 
sidering them as a mere addition to the mechanism of algebra, 
is not much (as yet). It is true that they suggest analogies of 
great beauty, and accustom the student to take views which 
cannot but make his inventive faculty more active; but this is 
incidental. It is the reasoning of algebra, considered as a 
pure science, which is improved by the considerations sug- 
gested. In whatever proportion then the benefit of mathe- 
matical studies is derived from the formation of deductive 
power, and in whatever proportion algebra is thus purified, 
the ratio compounded of those two ratios, to speak mathema- 
tically, will be the proportion of the whole benefit of mathe- 
matics, which the student may acquire by the considerations 
discussed in the last article. If there be a person who (:ar^s 
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little for the applications of the pure sciences, and much for 
their methods, he will consider the introduction alluded to as 
materially increasing their value ; if there be another who 
treats mathematics only as a proper instrument for obtaining 
and expressing physical truths, he will care but little for it. 
As a matter of education, we view mathematics almost entirely 
in the first-mentioned light, and we accordingly rate the exten- 
sions very high. 

If arithmetic and pure arithmetical algebra could be well 
learnt together, there would be little difficulty in introducing 
the extensions afterwards, from any complexity of operations 
which they would require; but much embarrassment would 
arise from the new habit of mind required, namely, that of 
abandoning part of the definition of well-known terms, so as to 
extend their meaning, and of considering what previously 
established propositions remain true after the extension, and 
the contrary. Here is a dilemma : if the extensions be taught 
too soon, the student is not sufficiently familiar with the primi- 
tive meaning to make the change properly striking, or to enable 
him properly to distinguish between arbitrary alteration and 
extension ; if too late, the power which is to be formed is op- 
posed by the fixed character which the signs have acquired in 
the mind. There will be too large a measure of reform, and 
the newly-enfranchised symbols will be apt to run riot. We 
can carry our simile still farther : to prevent excessive exten- 
sion at a future time, we should propose * bit-by-bit* modifica- 
tions, as the demand arises. We suppose a student to have 
learnt arithmetic with a small portion of arithmetical algebra ; 
we should then immediately introduce him to th©se parts of the 
latter which do not require such complex operations as actual 
division by polynomials, or extraction of the square root. This 
is simply for convenience ; for the extensions, when they come 
to be explained, materially simplify and unite the various cases 
into which one process must otherwise be parcelled out. We 
have met with no writer on arithmetical algebra who com- 
pletely dispensed with the appearance of an isolated negative 
sign, and, up to the time when this should be explained, we 
consider such a phenomenon as inadmissible. 

Our method would be therefore to wait for every extension 
until the period when it becomes necessary, that is, until some 
result of arithmetical algebra appears, which is not explicable 
on arithmetical principles. Such results may be made to 
arrive as soon as a student is able to solve an equation of the 
first degree, and to deduce it from a problem. For it will very 
soon appear that problems looking rational enough, present re- 
sults which are not arithmetical. It is evident also that if a 
problem which is not possible to be solved, be tried by just 
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reasonings one of two things must be true : either there is 

in the problem a compensation of errors^ by which the effect 

of one error overturns that of another ; or the result must 

appear in some form which indicates an error. The first case 

has never been sufficiently considered^ in our opinion ; it has 

been too much the practice to look upon a rational result as 

evidence of a rational process, which is neither necessary, nor 

as it happens, true. The extensions afterwards dictated by 

convenience may arise of themselves in every process where a 

general symbol is used ; and it is not the least of the argu^ 

ments in favour of the extensions, that without them every 

process must be examined by its result, and verified by it. 

That is, the reasoning is not good until it has been shown to be 

so by using a result which depends for its validity upon that 

very reasoning. Suppose, for instance, a problem produced the 

equation 

x-l 
X J— z=. 6 which would give a? = 5 

the equation then is not arithmetical, that is, in the language 
of the arithmetical algebraist, it is absurd. How then can the 
arithmetician prove this ? If he offers to make his first step, 
multiplying both sides by 2, he is reminded that his first step 
is not admissible, unless a: be greater than 7, for what can be 
meant by multiplying a thing which is not a quantity ? So 
that when the result proves less than 7, the reasoning by which 
the result was derived falls, and with it the result. Therefore 
that result is not applicable. This seems sophistry, but in 
reality it is not so, because the arithmetician asserts and re- 
quires certain limitations according to which the preceding is 
strictly conducted. We cannot admit his right to say that an 
equation is absurd, because a result derived from absurd rea- 
soning shows it to be so. The old fallacy of Epimenides* 
will strike every one as resembling this ; but let it be remem- 
bered that if he had said that every Cretan lied in every asser- 
tion he made, the objection would not have been sophistry, but 
perfectly good reasoning ;f and the original assertion would have 
been a contradiction in terms ; for no Cretan can truty say 

* Epimenides said, all the Cretans are liars ; but he was a Cretan, therefore 
he lied, and the Cretans are not liars, therefore he may be believed, &c., &c.| 
&c., ad infinitum. How to settle this we hardly know ; does 1 — l4'l'-'I + 
&c., = i P 

f If the arithmetician asks for a new convention, namely, that when x is 

X ^ 7 
less than TjX — ^ shall be considered merely as a way of representing 

X — ^ + ^ > he leaps the fence which separates him from the algebraist. It is 

true he does not go far from the hedge, but he is not on the side of it f^t which 
he intended to keep when he first set out. 



296 Peacock's Algebra. 

that every Cretan always lies. The arithmetician makes his 
assertions in as perfectly general a form. 

The student should be introduced both to cases of this kind, 
and the less difficult ones (we maintain them to be such) in 
which the impossible subtraction (— «) appears openly. Call 
them, if you will, misapprehensions^ mistakes, or absurdities, 
but let them be examined and classified, so that the young 
practitioner may be well acquainted with all the mistakes inci- 
dent to the equation of the first degree. In most of our ele- 
mentary works, this is not done ; so that if the student venture 
out of the ' little collection' (see page 8G of the last Number) 
he finds —1, ^, ^, and other ^tres de raison,* to contend with 
which his weapons are useless. 

What we are here proposing is direct appe^il to experiment, 
which we have advocated in laying the first principles of arith- 
metic and geometry. If there be any who have taught the 
decimal notation to a child who has never counted by his fin- 
gers, they will be the proper persons to do Avithout experiment 
or experience, that is, the efi*ect upon the mind of a large num- 
ber of experiments. Care should be taken to remind the 
learner (of course in plainer language) that his results are only 
good for the cases he has investigated, and that he is in pro- 
gress, not to methods, but to such a view of the subject as shall 
point out on what symbols it will be convenient to establish 
methods. 

Such a plan never can be carried into effect while the pre- 
sent system lasts, for algebra cannot be thus taught by books 
full of rules, but must become a science of demonstration, in 
which the care of a tutor is more necessary than in geometry, 
simply because algebra is a harder science. But if any 
teachers will not take the trouble to teach algebra, they should 
at least return to arithmetical algebra in its simplest form, 
Avhich, however defective, is a great deal better than * + means 
addition, — subtraction ; subtract -f a from — b,' 

After the classification above described, the student may be 
put upon a new sort of operation, namely, a trial of the arith- 
metical absurdities which he has been led to discover, by the 
rules to which they would have been subject, had they ad- 
mitted of being reasoned on as quantities : and this, not to pro- 
duce trustworthy results, but to see what the consequences of 
using the symbols above named may be. By comparing the 
results of irrational processes, with those which arise from pro- 
ceeding correctly from the beginning, the two following prin- 
ciples will appear, that is to say, on experimental evidence. 

* A curious use of language found in French writers, meaning results of 
pure reasoning, as distinguished from semibie quantities. These symbols being 
properly considered, the phrase is a very good one. 
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1. That each of the absurd forms is the result of one par- 
ticular class of misapprehensions, and of that only : for in- 
stance^ — a springs from some quantity having been estimated 
in a wrong direction, ^ from attempting to find a quantity from 
data which afford no criterion of distinction between one num- 
ber and another, and so on. This is a remarkable difference 
between the mistakes (as we have called them) in question, 
and other mistakes. That 5 is wrong, is no evidence that 6, 7, 
or 8 is right ; but 3 — 7 is evidence that 7 — 3 is correct, or 
would have been correct if the original conditions had not been 
misunderstood. 

2. That certain simple rules, not differing from those which 
really apply to quantities, may be made to furnish corrections 
of the incorrect process in every stage of the whole. Or that 
a process known to be incorrect may be extended further, and 
corrected by the same rules at any subsequent stage of the 
process. 

This is the point to which the student should be brought, 
in our opinion, before he is really introduced to any algebra, 
except universal arithmetic. That mistakes and absurdities 
should thus admit of being marshalled under simple laws, 
where it is said that truth is single, and error manifold, will 
hardly be believed by man or boy, and both would feel the ab- 
solute necessity of discovering some further relation. The 
primary reason of the errors is this. Operations are repre- 
sented requiring limitations which they do not express. Thus 
a 4- 6 is always a quantity, but a — 6 is not a quantity, unless 
a is greater than A. But a— 6 does not carry this limitation 
with it, which consequently is liable not to be attended to. 
The object is then to get rid of the limitation, which cannot be 
done without giving o — A a universal meaning. On looking 
still further it is seen that a and h have in reality limitations, 
which being generally expressed escape notice. They do not 
carry their full meaning with them, for whatever guandties they 
may express, they do not express in what sense those quan- 
tities are to be taken, in what direction they are to be mea- 
sured, and so on. The steps by which we are now led to the 
independent use of + a and — a are in most works on the 
subject. 

We now come to the book we have undertaken to review. 
It may not be known to every reader, that the author of this 
work is the gentleman to whom the University of Cambridge 
is in great part indebted'*' for the introduction of the continen- 
tal mathematics. He took a share in the translation of La- 
croix, which made them accessible, in the collection of ex- 
amples which showed their practical superiority, and finally, 

* In conjjinction with Messrs. Ilerschel and Babbage. 
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took upon himself solely the responsibility of introducing them 
into the University examinations, during hisyear of moderator^ 
ship. How the innovation succeeded, and finally banished 
its predecessor almost from the historical reading of the stu- 
dent^ is sufficiently well known. We mention these facts, be- 
cause they give Mr. Peacock a claim to be listened to with 
attention, when he proposes any alteration or modification of 
the course of mathematical study, on the simple rule, that the 
forwarder of one good measure is very likely to be that of 
another. We may add also that the universal information which 
he has shown himself to possess upon what is actually doing, 
and has been done in analysis'*', is precisely the sort of quali- 
fication which ought to be possessed by the proposer of an ex- 
tension. We have elsewhere observed, that the self-taught 
usually fail in innovations connected with symbols ; we believe 
also that it is to those who have read most of the works of 
others to whom we must look for successful amalgamation of 
any new principle of algebraical language with those which 
have preceded. 

We shall consider this work in three lights : — firstly, as con- 
nected with the elementary student ; — secondly, as connected 
with the more advanced student ; — thirdly, as an exposition 
of a novel view of algebra for the opinion of the mathema- 
tician. 

It is biit natural to suppose that Mr. Peacock would not 
have written for the mere beginner, considering what species of 
views he intended to develop. The Cambridge student about 
to enter on his career of competition for mathematical honours 
must have been the person to whom this work was particu- 
larly addressed, both from its size, price, and matter. By de- 
scribing therefore this species of raw material, we have a 
ready method of letting any student know whether he is in a 
state to receive an addition of value from the process implied 
in reading our author's work. 

Those among the students who come up (as the phrase is) 
with all the advantages of a previous education, specially 
directed to the attainment of University distinctions, have very 
frequently a knowledge of mathematics, which, if applied out 
of the University to some particular department of experimental 
philosophy, might gain considerable scientific reputation. Nor 
is this to be wondered at, when we consider that the average 
age of first residence is perhaps above eighteenf , and that the 

* See the Report to the British Association, &c., cited in our last Number, 
page 90. 

t Those who are intended for the Church frequently begin their course 
nearer to twenty, so as to obtain the B.A. degree only just in time for ordi- 
nation. Probably the average age of those Intended for other professions is 
something younger. 
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two preceding years are most valuable to a resolute student. 
And we may say that almost all who are intended for the 
University of Cambridge go there with a larger quantity of 
mathematical knowledge than is usually acquired by others. 
Thus, though the lectures commence ab initio, both in geo- 
metry and algebra, some students are permitted to attend the 
lectures of the second year ; others attend merely to refresh 
their previous knowledge, and the subjects of the lectures are 
carried further than could be done in a class of mere beginners, 
those who find themselves deficient generally having recourse* 
to private tutors. In the next place, reading at Cambridge 
means reading and writing. The circumstance of the ex- 
aminations consisting of written answers to printed ques- 
tions, obliges the student to consider nothing as learnt, until 
he is competent to write the substance of it without the 
book. Hence he is quite sure of his previous ground, and 
requires no more from his author than that he should not 
make more chasms in his reasoning than can be filled up by 
one who perfectly knows all that precedes. And this con- 
stitutes the great difiierence between the works which are 
written for University students, or on the same model, and 
those which are intended for schools : all the Cambridge works 
are found difiicult by other students, except by those who 
know the secret. It also accounts for the small amount of 
reference to previous articles, which would be useless to a 
student who shoul<l be (and many are, all more or less) able to 
write any of the previous part of the work. The Cambridge 
reading also differs from ordinary school study, in that the stu- 
dent is supposed to' acquire facility of application. A great 
part of the examinations consists in problems which are given 
by the examiners, and which are not to be found in the books. 
This makes it even desirable, as far as the Cambridge student 
is concerned, that the elementary works should not lead him 
all the way, but should indicate points between which he may 
be expected to travel for himself. Every such step is a useful 
exercise ; and the student is very soon made to know (the 
college examination at the close of his first year will give a 
broad hint) that, until he becomes capable of original mental 
exercise, he has no chance of the highest distinctions at least. 
Consequently, whatever he may think about impossible quan- 
tities, he does not permit himself to believe in impossible diffi- 
culties : but considers, or should consider, that he must conquer 
whatever anyone who knows the public examinations thinks it 

* We would not be understood as approving of this indiscriminate mixture 
of students of different d^rees of attainment, which is, we believe, now in 
course of alteration. 
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expedient to write. And hence it happens, that his progress 
\ depends less upon the works he reads, than in other places : 
for though much of what we have said is applicable to other 
I Universities, we believe that there is no place of education in 
! the world where the system is carried so far as at Cambridge, 
j and certainly no place where original effort is so much the 
I character of education. A better system of mental training 
i for those who can bear it cannot be, in our opinion : that a 
I better plan of making the most of the average student might 
j easily be superadded to it, w»e have no doubt. But we have 
\ here nothing to do except with the facts, which must be borne 
j in mind by every one, reviewer or not, who examines what is 
j called a high book at Cambridge, such as the present must 
j be considered to be. 

This is all we have to say with regard to the elementary 
student ; we think that any one who has read a little of algebra, 
say to the binomial theorem and its most usual applications, 
might read this work, if he determines not to proceed to any 
part until he has thoroughly mastered what precedes. He 
might sometimes be required to pay attention to what we have 
said in page 83 of the last Number, 

With regard to the more advanced student, the principal 
difficulty which will lie in his way appears to us to arise from 
Mr. Peacock not having carried his own principle as far as he 
might have done. He properly rejects arithmetic as the 
foundation of algebra, considering the former science as a par- 
ticular application, subject to certain limitations of the gene- 
rality of the symbols. He considers algebraical symbols as 
representatives of concrete, as well as of abstract quantity ; 
and the meaning of the fundamental operations + and — as 
determined by the nature of the magnitudes affected by it, ex- 
pressing to one another only this relation, that the one must 
be the opposite of the other ; if + a be time after — a is time 
before, or vice versa. He then distinctly * assumes not proves^ 
that * whenever by the incorporation or combination of two 
symbols two similar signs come together, they are replaced by 
the single sign + ; but if the two signs are dissimilar, they are 
replaced by the single sign — .' On tracing the assumptions 
up to this point, we find, — first, that letters are symbols of 
quantity; second, the definition of 4- and — - above noticed ; 
third, that there is an operation to be called incorporation^ 
particular cases of which are multiplication and division in 
arithmetic. But of this operation we have no express defini- 
tion : the first use of the word occurs in the following sen- 
tence (Art. 7) : — * Symbols maybe incorporated into each other 
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so as to represent a new quantity of the same or a different 
kind, as in the operations of multiplication and division,^ 

Now surely, as incorporation is not expressly defined, this is 
the definition of incorporation : namely, that (every symbol 
being considered as affected by + or — ) incorporation is that 
operation which is expressed as follows, its meaning depending 
upon the particular application afterwards made : + a and + b 
incorporated (tlius expressed + a x •{■ b) is required to have 
such a meaning as shall be expressible by + aA, where the 
meaning of a /» depends on the application in question. 

But we also hold that the limitations of arithmetic are here 
not quite shaken off. We contend that all that is generally 
necessary is the following: — Whichever sign it is found con- 
venient to give to the incorporation of + a and + b^ that of 
— a and + b must have the other. It is only in arithmetic that 

+ 4- and require +, and Y and 4 require — . 

Take an instance from mechanics : the incorporation of a force 
and a line will be found to imply the taking of a distinct kind 
of force, known by the name of a moment of rotation. Now 
that a pulling force on one side of a point and a pulling 
force on the other produce opposite species of rotations round 
that point, is all that algebra needs to express when applied to 
mechanics; either sort of rotation may be denoted by +, if 
the other be denoted by — . But in applying arithmetic to 
mechanics, this would be highly inconvenient, and that is all. 
We should consider it advisable to drop the preliminary defi- 
nition that the symbols represent quantities ^ and the attempt 
even to make arithmetical dXgthxvi a prominent accompaniment 
of the symbolical science. For, in effect, the definition of 
algebra which we should collect from the preface to the work 
before us is as follows : — ^Algebra is the science which teaches 
how to use symbols according to certain fixed rules, and to 
deduce other rules from the first, in such manner that when 
any method of interpreting the symbols is found, which is con- 
sistent with the first fixed rules, all the deduced rules become 
truths of the science whi-ch suggested the method. And that 
this is Mr. Peacock's own view (to himself) is evident from 
the following quotation (Preface, pages x. xi.) : — 

* If we should rest satisfied with such assumed rules, for the com- 
binations of symbols and signs by such operations as arc perfectly 
independent of any interpretation of their meaning, or of their re- 
lation to each other, we should retain in the results obtained all the 
symbols which were incorporated, without possessing the power of 
any further simplification: it is as a first step to effect such further 
reduction of the results, and in order to define the symbolical rela- 
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(ion of pairs of those operations to each other, that we assume the 
operation denoted by + to be the inverse of that which is denoted 
by *- , and conversely. Under such a form the fundamental opera- 
tions of algebra are altogether symbolical, and we might proceed 
to deduce symbolical results and equivalent forms by means of them, 
without any regard to the principles of any other science; and it 
would merely require the introduction of some such sign as = in 
the place of the words algebraical remit of^ or algebraically equi- 
valent to^ to connect the results obtained with the symbolical repre- 
sentation of the operations which produce them> in order to supersede 
altogether the use of ordinary language. It is at this point that the 
essential connexion of algebra and arithmetic may be properly said 
to commence : for a science of mere signs and symbols must ter* 
minate in the consequences of their laws of combination, unless they 
can be associated by interpretation with real operations upon real 
magnitudes with specific representations : and it is with a view to 
such applications of this science that we have considered, even in 
the assumptions which we have hitherto made, arithmetic or arith- 
metical algebra as the science of suggestion : that is, as the science 
whose operations and the general consequences of them should 
serve as guides to the assumptions which become the foundation of 
symbolical algebra.* 

That there is in the mind of every tutor or writer a science 
of suggestion must be indisputable. Usually it is the higher 
part of the subject in question : what is to follow* suggests 
what is to come before. Is it only in algebra, as thus stated, 
that the science of suggestion can possibly accompany the 
ideas which are suggested ? Whether the two should be taught 
together is matter for grave consideration. The inconvenience 
is, that the pupil will be apt to confound the two 5 so apt, from 
all we know of that class, that perfect success will be very 
difficult, if not impossible. The advantage is that the student 
will be applying his thoughts to investigations which have a 
prototype in his own ideas, and will not be merely employed 
in dry symbols arbitrarily put together, much after the 
manner of one of Milton's daughters reading Greek to her 
father. Between these arguments we feel it very difficult to 
form a decided opinion, nor do we feel ourselves able to do so 
without studying the results obtained by victual experience. 
The examiners at Cambridgef are the fittest persons to form 
an opinion on this point : and if we should imagine that ra- 
tional curiosity would not lead them to put questions on 
the subject into their papers, we should remind them that a 

* We should strongly recommend elementary writers to change suggestion 
into adaptaiiortf that is, to write their works from the end to the beginning, 
instead of vice versd. 

t That is, those who examine the third and fourth^ &c. classes in the Senate 
House, not those of i\ie first and second. 



Peacock's Algehra. 303 

very remarkable innovation has been proposed in a very ma- 
tured form by the Senior Tutor of Trinity College, who has 
not proceeded after the manner of Professor Woodhouse, by 
writing a work for the graduates, to gain its end in ten years ; 
but has at once appealed to the undergraduate himself, by 
taking the field with an elementary work. In this state we 
must leave the question as to the. Cambridge student ; but we 
should recommend it to every future writer of the^Jr*^ elements 
so to model his work, by extending arithmetic in the manner 
already described by us> that no student should be incapable 
of taking a rational view of a science of pure symbols, the 
interpretation of which should be subsequent to the results, 
and, in Mr. Peacock's phrase, ' governed' by them. 

And we here feel the want of a society to which teachers 
might communicate the results of their own observations. It 
is a sufficient proof of the little interest which is felt in the 
subject, that while hundreds of really cultivated minds, in and 
out of the universities, are engaged in the difficult task of in- 
struction, we have no evidence that the advocates of any one 
method must in all probability be acquainted with the argu-» 
ments used by those who prefer another. We are not ignorant 
of the great objections which would be held to exist against the 
formation of such a society : we can only hope that they will 
grow less every year. 

We now proceed to the consideration of Mr. Peacock's work 
in a purely mathematical point of view, as the exposition of 
algebra in its most extended form. Throughout our last 
article, we intentionally avoided describing what is peculiar to 
this work, that we might put the reader in possession of the 
order of investigation which has actually occurred. 

The history of the extensions has been given at length by 
the author of the work before us in the Report on Analysis 
already cited. With this we have nothing to do here, except 
with the introduction of the system into Cambridge, as the 
latter is connected with the distinction which we must draw 
between the work of Mr. Peacock, and that of his predecessor 
Mr. Warren, late tutor of Jesus College. The last-named 
gentleman published in 1828, under the humble title of ' A 
Treatise on the Geometrical Representation of the Square 
Roots of Negative Quantities,' a complete view of the ex- 
tended algebra explained by us in page 94 of the last 
Number. This work was executed in a purely synthetical 
form, with a degree of exactness and elegance which are not 
often equalled by writers who are combining their own ideas 
upon a model of their own. Mr. Warren was the first who 
combined the various hints which had been given that * tj ^\ 
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denotes perpendicularity^ into a connected, demonstrated, 
logical system, distin|j;uished, as Mr. Peacock justly remarks, 
* for great originality and for extreme boldness in the use of 
definitions.* This work is now a very proper introduction to 
the new system, for any who may feel metaphysical or other 
difficulties in that of Mr. Peacock, in this point of view ; that 
those who may be embarrassed by the connexion of numerical 
and symbolical algebra will do well to add to the particular 
view called arithmetic, the geometrical view proposed by Mr. 
Warren, as they must certainly thereby get rid of the notion of 
the 7iecessary connexion between algebra and abstract number. 
Mr. Peacock*, admitting that 'it must be allowed that Mr. 
Warren^s conclusions, when viewed in connexion with his 
definitions, were demonstrably true,' is of opinion that 'the 
course followed leads almost necessarily to very embarrassing 
details.' We should make the same charge against himself, 
while we admitted the truth of his criticism, if we did not re- 
member that both were writing elementary works quatenus 
the new algebra, for students who had some acquaintance with 
the old. Both have entered largely into special applications 
for the benefit of the reader, and with judgment : for it is only 
by turning a subject round and round again that the student 
can at last find in which way it fits his previous ideas. Had it 
not been for this we could not have allowed Mr. Warren 150 
pages, or Mr. Peacock 700 ; but must have recommended a 
paper in the Cambridge Transactions for the first,- and the 150 
pages for the second. 

The distinction between the leading ideas of Mr, Warren 
and Mr. Peacock is this : the first, by laying down such defi- 
nitions as we have explained in the previous articles, shows that 
the equivalent forms of his own algebra are the same as those 
of the common system ; the second, by laying down definitions 
as we have seen in the first part of this article, which do not 
receive their determinate meaning until some particular ap- 
plication is contemplated, shows that the interpretation of 
a -f h^ZI\ is a necessary consequence of the relative inter- 
pretation of -\- a and — a, or, in other words, this theorem : 
if it be admitted that (in geometry for instance) 

a (cos d + V — 1 sin Q) 
is, in any one instance (or for any one value of fi), the repre- 
sentation of a line a units in length, inclined to an axis at an 
' angle d, that then it must be admitted that the same symbol 
is a representation of a similar line for every other value of 0. 
One obvious instance, to which the student is led in ordinary 

* Report^ &c., p. 220. 
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algebra, is that where 4- a represents a line drawn from a point 
in one direction, and— a represents the line of the same length 
drawn in the opposite direction, or inclined at an angle of 180^ 
to the first- But — a and a (cos 180° + V^l sin 180°) 

are equivalent ; whence the geometrical interpretation of im- 
possible quantities is a consequence of the extension which 
gives positive and negative quantities. 

This is a very great step ; indeed it may be said to be the 
only admissible link between the extended and limited forms 
of algebra. For^ as in common arithmetic, the student is led 
to the use of — a, by proof that the mistake (so long as limi« 
tation of definitions requires the use of this term) which pro- 
duces — a is the measurement of a line in a diametrically 
wrong direction, so it may be shown that the mistake (so long 
as it is such) which produces a + b ij \ is the measure- 
ment of a line in a wrong direction, but not in a diametrically 
wrong direction. Keeping more closely to Mr. Peacock's 
view (rejecting even the notion of quantity, if we please), we 
should state it as follows. He proves that if d be m times the 
nth part of four right angles, and if + and ^ be considered 
as of directly opposite significations, then a and a (cos. 9 + 
jj X sin. 0) have this connexion, that the repetition of the 

operation signified by cos. + ^ ^ 1 sin. 6 upon rt, n times 

in succession, must restore a. 

We have throughout kept in view, and Mr. Peacock has 
done the same, that the rational interpretation of the general 
algebra is not a necessary consequence of its application to 
any particular case. Thus — b has no meaning in pure arith- 
metic, or iJ ^ jj in a question in which concrete duration is 

made the subject of the symbol (see p. 88 of our last Number) 
though it is capable of explanation in geometry. Mr. Warren, 
who has in fact written the application of general algebra to 
plane geometry, has no need to consider any irrational case, 
because no such arises. Mr. Peacock seems to contemplate 
the possibility of rendering interpretation possible in a case of 
profit or loss^ suggested by us in the last Number as not being 
possible. His words are as follows (p. 367) : — 

^ If a denoted a sum gained by A, — a might denote the same sum 
lost by A; in this case the affectation of a by V — 1 would' (sup- 
pose we say might) ^ transfer the gain from A to B : the affectation 
of a ^ «. 1 by /J — \ would' (here would is strictly proper) * con- 

vert the gain of B into a loss by A ; the affectation of — a by V — l 
would transfer the loss from A to B ; and the affectation of — a^-^ I 
Jan. — April, 1835. X 
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by J~Z~\ would again transfer the loss by B to a gain by A ; we 
then obtain a repetition of the same changes/ &c. 

Again (p. 668) : — 

• If fl and h denoted property, and fl+ 6^—1 denoted pro- 
perty whose absolute magnitude was ^^^ -|- 1*^ but which was so 

constituted that a portion of it equal to a only belongs to me, or is 
available to my use, then we should arrive at, and be able to 
interpret, the results a + 6 J ^\ and a — 6 >/ « \^ &c.' 

We cannot conceive such a modification ; but we will put the 
question in another form, as a first step to what is required. 
Can such an hypothesis be framed with regard to property, 
that the two extreme cases shall be, that when A gains all, B 
gains nothing, and that when B gains all, A gains nothing ; but 
that^ in all intermediate cases^ that is, where both A and B gain 
something, the sum of the squares of their gains (in pounds) 
shall be equal to the square of what either might gain in the 
extreme case ? If this can be found, the rest will follow by 
simple extension. But it appears to us that we must wait til! 
the necessity for the supposition forces itself upon us, as it does 
in geometry and mechanics. 

There is one class of readers which has been entirely left 
out of the question by Mr. Peacock, and still more by Mr. 
Warren ; namely, consisting of those who have read and are 
content with the extension of forms without the extension of 
definitions, which has been the failing of our usual algebraical 
works. To this class we may add those who, having esta* 
blished the negative sign upon satisfactory principles (which 
is now frequently done), would wish to see bow common alge- 
bra, with all its defects, might be made to indicate at least the 
consistency of the interpretation of impossible quantities with 
that to which they are accustomed in relation to the nega- 
tive sign. For these we shall endeavour to show, by common 
algebra, that the results in question may be attained ; and at 
the same time to show, that the common forms of algebra are 
not perfectly consistent without extension. If we admit that 
— o or ( — 1) X o, is equivalent to a line of equal length and 
contrary direction to that indicated by + a, we see that, 
' multiply a by — 1 ' is equivalent to * make the line a revolve 
through 180°.' Hence jj la represents the line a after it 

has revolved through 90^ for ^ 1 twice introduced as a 

factor causes 180° of revolution, and therefore each ^ l 

indicates 90° of revolution. Similarly, y l indicates 

revolution through the nth part of two right angles, and 
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( — 1)" through m times the nth part of two right angles, or 



^- That is, 

m 



(— > lya is a line a inclined at angle «^ to a. 

m 

It only remains to give an analytical expression for ( — 1)**, 

or, which will answer the purpose, for its logarithm, « log. (— 1). 
If we assume the universality of the well-known series 

Loff. X = » — ( or" \ + &c. 

(which, correctly or not, is always done in common algebra), 
and substitute — 1 for x, we have, 

Log.(_l) = _2(l + 5 + J+&c.) 

atiseless result, because the analytical equivalent of the second 
side cannot be determined by ordinary means. But if we also 
assume the universality of log. a* = i log. ^ ^s (w hich is also 
commonly done), we find, by substituting ^ — . 1 instead of a? 

in the above series, 

Log.^-zn[ =2v:::n(i-^ + -J- &c.) or2v:rixr 

and hence, log. (— 1) = v^ 1, 

from which, by expanding ( — 1)* , which gives 

(- 1)> = 1 + ^ log. (- 1) + ^ '°g-'/" ^^ + &c. 

Substituting <n J ,^\ for log. ( — 1), and making all necessary 

reductions, we find, by means of the well-known series for 
sin. a; and cos. a?, 

(— . 1)* = COS. vx + fj ^ 1 sin. ifx ; 

and calhng ";„ a?, we thus see that ( — 1)* a, which denotes a 
line a making an angle ^nx with a, is analytically equal to 

a (cos. vx + ^ 1 sin. ^raj), 

which latter, therefore, also represents the same line as (— 1)* a. 
We never can rely upon the preceding as any thing more than 
an indication of results analogous to those which might be 
expected upon stricter notions of what this process brings ua 

X 2 
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to consider, namely, what Mr. Peacock calls the principle of 
the permanence of equivalent forms. 

By this principle we conceive Mr. Peacock to mean that, in 
extended algebra, the propriety of putting the sign = between 
two symbolical expressions is not dependent upon the specific 
values of the expressions, or of the symbols they contain. 
Throughout the work runs a constant reference to this prin- 
ciple, as it is called^ and we find the definition in page l04, as 
follows : — 

' Whatever form is algebraically equivalent to another when ex- 
pressed in general symbols, must be true, whatever those symbols 
denote. 

' Conversely, if we discover an equivalent form in arithmetical 
iJgebra, or any other subordinate science, when the symbols are 
general in form though specific in their nature, the same must be 
an equivalent form when the symbols are general in their nature as 
well as in their form,' 

Now, we think that we here discover the traces of the me- 
thod by which the mind of the author was led to the several 
views which he finally adopted, and that we have some of the 
loose earth dug out of the foundation, which has been neglected 
to be cleared away when the building was finished. For it 
seems to us, that the first part of the principle is that on which 
all the definitions are built. Their universality, and conse- 
quently the universality of the deductions legitimately drawn 
from them^ is made the peculiar character of algebra. On 
any other supposition^ we should hold this principle to be a 
taking for granted of a nature wholly inadmissible in a pure 
science. What more does the student of ordinary algebra 
want, or on what do the ideas depend, which have led Poisson, 
Cauchyi and others, to reason only on convergent series, 
except doubts upon the principle of the permanence of equi- 
valent forms ? But the difference between Mr. Peacock and 
the common algebraists is this, that whereas the latter assume 
the principle without giving their fundamental assumptions the 
necessary universality of meaning, Mr. Peacock constructs 
those fundamental assumptions with no other intention than 
to justify the use of the principle. And in the preface, where 
an author's last view is generally to be found, he does, cau- 
tiously, and with some hesitation, admit what we have said, in 
the following words (the italics are our own) : — 

^ The principle of the permanence of equivalent forms which 
appears to me so important in generalizing the results of algebraical 
operations, must derive its authority from the view which I have 
taken of the principles of algebra and of their connexion with arith« 
metic considered as a science of suggestion : for, in the first place. 
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this principle assitmes the operations of a%ebra and theif results as 
altogether independent of the specific value of the symbols and 
equivalent forms; as existing ^er^ore, whatever values such symbols 
may be supposed to possess^ so long as they are general in form J 

We should rather say that the operations assume the prin^ 
ciple. 

The converse of the principle, or the last part of the last 
quotation but one, amounts to this — that if, in a process of 
any subordinate science, the limitations which prevent the 
general application of algebra do not happen to be introduced, 
the result is also one of general algebra. It may be imitated 
thus : If in a proposition which, for a particular purpose, is 
necessary to be established for right-angled triangles, the limi- 
tation that the triangles must be right-angled is not found to 
occur in the demonstration, then that proposition, though only 
contemplated for its utility as regards right-angled triangles, 
must be true for all triangles. 

What we are afraid of is this ; that the student, seeing defi- 
nitions accompanied by a principle, which appears to be used 
independently, will be led to imagine that the principle is 
assumed ofuie definitions, instead of in the definitions. But 
we, at the same time, admit, that considering the limited in- 
tentions with which the author began the work, as appears 
from the note to page 80, where it is said that the considera- 
tion of cos. B + ^ ZTl sin. 9 ' hardly comes within the compass 

of this work,' we might have expected to find many little in- 
consistencies of the same character ; which does not appear to 
us to be the case. 

The present work, and that of Mr. Warren, we consider as 
the most original which have appeared in England, in pure 
mathematics, since the * Analytical Calculations* of Professor 
Woodhouse. It is some evidence of the confusion which an 
attempt to reconcile general theorems with limited definitions 
might produce, that the very inquisitive as well as learned 
writer last mentioned, whose book has made more Cambridge 
men think on first principles than any other, was obliged, in 
order to keep consistently by arithmetic, to suppose .r -f 1 and 
1+0? difiTerent things, for every purpose of algebraic deve- 
lopement, and in some instances appears to have evaded im- 
possible quantities by using impossible equations. The work 
of Mr. Peacock is difficult, but logical : the difficulties are in 
the subject, and arise from the necessity of reasoning upon a 
part of the meaning of terms, that is, drawing those conclu- 
sions which necessarily follow from certain parts of the mean- 
ing, without considering in what manner the remainder may 
limit their truth, until the time comes to apply the conclusions. 
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This is what we conceive Mr. Peacock expresses by saying, 
that the results govern the interpretation, though we are not 
sure that he would here coincide with us. But it is clear that 
a — 2a, as a' result of arithmetic, is irrational, being a breach 
of the limitation required by that science, that in a — b^ a 
must be greater (an arithmetical relation not considered in 
algebra) than b ; but in geometry, &c. the result does admit of 
an interpretation, as before stated. 

If we were to recommend any alteration, it should be to 
abandon, in a great measure, the science of suggestion, except 
in the very early part of the work, where the methods of the 
two should either be placed in double columns, or the appli- 
cation to arithmetic, as we should call it, made a corollary of 
each theorem. But whether this be done or not, the work 
before us is one which the student must look forward to read- 
ing, if he is really desirous of knowing the meaning of alge- 
braical symbols in their widest sense. 

We are not without hope that elementary works on algebra 
will undergo some modification, with a view to rendering the 
reading of the present work easier. The higher parts of 
algebra^ and all the applications of pure mathematics, require 
such a continual knowledge of the metaphysics of algebra, 
and comparatively so little acquaintance with the details which 
occupy the half of most of our works, that much time may be 
saved to the student by giving the first principles in a very 
different shape. If algebra will be hard, it must be hard ; no- 
thing is gained by substituting a science which is only easier, 
because it substitutes operations of the fingers for those of the 
head, and calling it algebra. 

In thinking over the various matters contained in this work, 
Mr* Peacock has gradually formed a number of phrases with 
which he has so familiarized his own mind, that he appears to 
have forgotten that the ideas of others, which have run in a 
different channel, will not easily accommodate themselves to 
his expressions. To speak of symbols as things invented to 
obey rules, instead of being representations of quantity from 
the notion of which rules follow, certainly will introduce a 
very new set of idioms. These produce difficulties which the 
proficient will avoid by helping himself to the meaning of the 
terms out of the algebraical context ; but the student, who is 
to be introduced to the latter by help of the former, has no 
such resource. We mention this, which is more or less the 
accompaniment of all new expositions, to suggest the possibi- 
lity of writing a treatise on the use of words in mathematics, 
and their connexion with symbols. Except perhaps Carnot, 
we know of no writer who has dwelt upon the meaning of his 
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phrases. But we must perhaps wait until the general use of 
words, or logic, is considered as a necessary preliminary for 
mathematical studies : in the meanwhile, we can only assert 
our opinion, that to a pupil practised in logic, language 
is a vehicle of instruction as superior in kind to what it is to 
one not so skilled, as the decimal notation to the rule of finger 
and thumb, or the English language to the Caribbean. 

In closing what we have to say upon this very remarkable 
work, we may answer the question why it has not been noticed 
before, seeing that it was published in 1830. The reason of 
this was, the very great difficulty of forming fixed opinions 
upon views so new and so extensive. At first sight it appeared 
to us something like symbols bewitched, and running about 
the world in search of a meaning. Accustomed as we are to 
see peremptory decisions written, printed, and published within 
the space of a few weeks from the appearance of a work 
which has cost the author years of thought, we yet could not 
reconcile ourselves to difier from thought accompanied by 
most extensive reading, without having a little of both on our 
own side. And as further consideration has induced us to 
admit the soundness of Mr. Peacock's general views, we think 
it probable that those who will adopt the same process will 
come to the same conclusion. We should hold him either 
more or less than man, who would not be much startled if led 
from common algebra to the system developed in this work. 
But * great originality and extreme boldness in the use of defi- 
nitions' and symbols are either of them enough to startle; and 
Mr. Peacock has fairly thrown the onus upon any opponent, 
of producing a better general view, and one more free from 
difficulties. If this be not done, we foresee the certain adop« 
tion of his system as the final resting point of the user of 
symbols. 
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EDUCATION IN AMERICA. 

American Annals of Education and Instrtictioti. Edited by 
William C. Woodbridge. Vols. I., II., and III. Bos- 
ton, 1833. 

This is an American work^ published monthly, with the same 
general object as the Journal of Education. It is almost the 
only publication in the United States exclusively devoted to 
the subject of education. Numerous periodicals issue from 
the press, in which the views of different parties are advocated 
in respect to religious instruction; but these, for the most 
part, have a local circulation , as well as a limited object. The 
design of Mr. Woodbridge's work is more general. It enters 
into the principles of universal education. The object appears 
to be, to diffuse a knowledge of improvements, from whatever 
quarter they proceed, and to expose errors wherever they are 
found, without attaching itself to any exclusive system. To 
disseminate what is good, and improve what is bad, in the edu- 
cational institutions of his country ; to ascertain what is their 
actual condition in respect to internal and external manage- 
ment; to give publicity to new experiments and improved 
methods of instruction ; to collect statistical details connected 
with education in different parts of the worlds and more parti- 
cularly in America; to excite and concentrate public efforts 
in behalf of schools, and to provide for every town and district 
of the Union an efficient system of instruction, are the objects 
to which the editor of the Annals has directed his labours, and, 
in our opinion, with skill and success. That such labours 
should not be adequately remunerated we are not surprised to 
learn ; but it does excite our astonishment, that a work of 
such a nature, conducted with independence and ability^ should 
be allowed to want support in a country like America, where 
the political institutions must owe their permanence solely to 
the knowledge diffused among the people. 

Though we have not space to notice separate articles in the 
< American Annals of Education and Instruction,' we cannot 
refrain from adverting to a series of letters, in the first two 
volumes, entitled, • Sketches of Hofwyl/ Fellenberg's esta- 
blishment. Fellenberg's plans, so far as we know, have never 
been so completely developed as in these letters. The prin- 
ciples on which they are founded, their operations and effects, 
are described in such a manner as to present a complete view 
of the highly perfected system of intellectual and moral edu- 
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cation pursued in that institution. Thes6 letters otight to 
appear in a separate publication. 

Many of the articles in which improved methods of teaching 
are described merit attention, as well as several others on the 
deaf and dumb^ on the blinds and on teaching music in schools. 
But what has most interested us in these volumes, and will be 
founds we think, to be most interesting to our readers, is the 
information relative to the system of instruction now prevailing 
in the States of America, exhibiting also the actual condition 
of the people in respect to education, and the efforts that are 
being made to render the immense resources of the country 
more available than at present to the organization and improve- 
ment of schools. 

The Americans generally seem to be aware, that the secu- 
rity of their political and social institutions depends upon the 
unrestricted diffusion of education. There is little of that 
jealousy which, in older countries, obstructs the progress of 
information among the people. Some states in the Union are 
more careless than others, and, from the inefficiency of their 
measures^ or from indifference to their operation, have suffered 
their youth to be neglected ; but^ with these exceptions^ very 
consiaerable exertions have been made, by legislative and by 
other means, to promote the establishment of schools, and to 
discover better methods of conducting them. 

Of late years, the extension of education upon systematic 
principles has occupied no inconsiderable portion of the public 
attention. So strong a conviction of its necessity prevails 
among the people, that earnest and repeated applications have 
been made to Congress to pass some general law by which the 
object may be at once secured throughout the Union. The 
general legislature having properly declined all interference, 
the same object is now sought to be attained by means of 
societies and associations framed with a view to accelerate the 
progress of education. 

In North America there is no uniform system of instruction, 
as in Prussia and France.' Having formed no part of the ori- 
ginal constitution of the United States, the general govern- 
ment is unwilling to deviate from the course which it has 
hitherto followed, of non-interference on the subject of educa- 
tion, leaving it to the state legislatures to make such provi* 
sions as are adapted to the wants of the respective states. 
This mode of proceeding is probably the safest and best, in a 
country where the estimation in which knowledge is held is so 
high as to make it sought after for the advantages which it 
gives — a motive which at once supersedes the necessity for 
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>compul8ory regulations. Something is lost of unity and 
strength by it, but a greater scope is allowed for the operation 
of public opinion. 

The power of making a suitable provision for training their 
youth being vested in the separate states, the inequality in the 
condition of their institutions is not surprising. The ignorance 
that prevails in some of the south-western states^ for instance, 
is a fact perfectly reconcileable with the fact of the intellectual 
superiority of New York and New England. Where there is 
activity in the government to extend instruction^ there is a 
desire created among the people to receive it ; where there is 
little or no legislative effort, the amount of instruction is as 
small as is compatible with any degree of diffusion of knowledge. 

The present state of education in the different states of 
North America is, in several points of view, deserving of atten- 
tion, especially from those who are undecided about the advan- 
tage of legislative interference. The problem is approaching 
its solution in a way which can hardly fail to work conviction 
in its favour. The facts already collected show, in the clearest 
manner^ that, in those states where the superintendence of 
government has been most vigilant^ the results have been, 
beyond all comparison, favourable to the establishment of 
schools and the diffusion of knowledge. 

' The following table, derived from the best sources, shows 
the proportion of children who receive common school instruc- 
tion to the whole population in several of the United States, 
and furnishes statistical evidence in corroboration of the above 
statement : 



New York . - • 1 


pupil to 3*9 inhabitants 


Massachusetts, Maine, Connecticut 1 
New England . . 1 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey . 1 
Illinois . . .1 


— to 4 — 

— to 5 — 

— to 8 — 

— to 13 — 


Kentucky . • • 1 


— to 21 ~ 
AnnalSy vol. ii. p. 335^ 



The necessity of a public provision for schools, though not 
recognised by the general government, forms a distinct article 
in most, if not in all, of the constitutions of the States. Acting 
up to the letter of this instruction, the different legislatures 
have, by grantiS of land, or by taxation, by one or by both 
of these means united, created public funds which in some 
states of the Union are very considerable. Some idea of 
thmir amount may be formed from the following particulars, 
jwhich we have collected from authentic documents which are 
given in the Annals of Education : 
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Dollars. 
Connecticut fund 1,700,000; annual revenuue about «&20,000 sterU. 



Maryland • 


. 164,363 


• A 


2,100 


New Jersey . 


240,000 


• 4 


3,000 


Rhode Island 


. 10,000 




140 


New York . 


1,661,081 




15,000 


Delaware . 


. 170,000 




2,000 


Mississippi . 


2,000.000 




15,000 


Ohio 


. 100,000 




1,200 



Virginia, South Carolina, Louisiana, and Pennsylvania 
make an annual appropriation for the support of their free 
schools to the amount of about 60,000 dollars^ equal to more 
than 12,5002. sterling. In Maine^ New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts, and Vermont, the whole charges of education are 
defrayed by a tax for that purpose.* 

* The provisions which have been made for the support of schools 
may be reduced to three ; 1st, by means of funds ; 2ndiy, by taxa- 
tion ; 3dly, by a combination of both. 

' Connecticut and Rhode Island are examples of the first plan, 
although the fund is small in the latter place, amounting only to 
10,000 dollars. Connecticut is an instance of the paralyzing effect 
of providing for gratuitous instruction without calling for any effort 
on the part of the people. New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, and Maine furnish ample evidence of the good effect of the 
system of taxation. Ohio is the only remaining state which has 
adopted the plan of taxation ; and the character of the inhabitants 
affords none but good indications of its effects. 

* New York has advanced more rapidly in the education of the 
youth than any other state in the Union, by a combination of both 
systems, which aids and rewards those who tax themselves, and 
precisely in proportion to their contributions. 

* Most of the other states in the Union have adopted the plan of 
providing for education by means of funds, or annual appropriations 
from the state treasury. The western states generally have a sec- 
tion of land in each township appropriated to the support of schools, 
either by the state, or by the United States ; but we cannot learn 
that any important effect has yet resulted from this provision.' — 
Annals^ vol. i. pp. 19 — 161. 

The appropriations of land in the western states have not 
been quite so inefficient as might be inferred from this state- 
ment. In Alabama, for instance, a University was esta- 
blished in 1830^ out of the funds arising from the sale of these 
lands ; the number of students at this University has averaged 
nearly a hundred. See Article ^ Alabama,' Pen. Cycl. 

From a survey of these multiplied resources^ there is clearly 

* On the New England Schools, see Jouinal of Education, No. IV. p. 251. 
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no wnnt of legislative foresight, as far as funds are concerned. 
In one section of the country, Connecticut, the annual revenue 
from school-lands is sofficiently large to educate-all the children 
of its inhabitants without any cost to the parents. In another. 
New York, the payment is reduced to six-tenths of the actual 
expense of education! 

As the operation of these different modes of providing in- 
struction involves a principle about which there is much differ- 
ence of opinion, it may not be amiss to look a little further 
into their results. 

Connecticut may be taken as a type of the tendency of the 
gratuitous principle ; the other New England states (except 
Rhode Island) of the system of general taxation ; and New 
York of the effect of a low scale of charges. Each of these 
plans has its own class of advocates. 

Were the comparative merits of each system to be tried by 
the results of the few past years, there is no question that the 
gratuitous principle could urge but little in defence of its con- 
tinuance. It is allowed on all hands, that there is less educa- 
tian in Connecticut than there was before the fund was pro- 
vided. Parents have been released, by the bounty of the 
state, from paying for the instruction of their children, and 
their sense of obligation has vanished with the habit of per- 
forming this duty. In those parts of the Union where the 
opposite principle has been acted upon, the number and con- 
dition of the schools have been regularly improving, more par- 
ticularly in New York, where, within a few years, most extra- 
ordinary success has attended the efforts that have been made 
by the legislature and the public. We are bound, however, to 
add, injustice to Connecticut, that other causes, besides the 
one already pointed out, have materially contributed to the 
disadvantageous contrast which exists in the relative condition 
of the schools in the two states. There is a public functionary 
appointed by the government of New York, designated ' Super- 
intendent of Common Schools,' who is the secretary of the 
state. On him it devolves to present to the legislature annu- 
ally, a report of the actual condition of education throughout 
the state. The materials from which this important document 
is drawn up are obtained from the school-committees who 
are expected to make returns of the number of children 
educated in all the common schools of their district, their 
ages, their average period of attendance, their acquirements ; 
also respecting the competency of their teachers, their modes 
of instruction, their salaries; and further, in respect to the 
amount of accommodation in the school-houses, and to give a 
general view of their internal and external arrangement. By 
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means of these local reports, the superintendent is enabled to 
draw up a comprehensive account of the institutions under his 
charge, and^ by a comparison of the different statements, he 
can perceive at once where the condition of education is im- 
proving, and where changes are required in the methods of 
teaching, or in those arrangements which devolve upon the 
committees. To notice these, and to describe any improve- 
ments which can be introduced with advantage into the gene- 
ral system, form the chief features of this yearly report. The 
office, whose duties we have but imperfectly described, was 
instituted, we believe, in the year 1831 ; and to the able 
manner in which it has been filled, first by Mr, Flagg, and 
since by Mr. Dix, must be ascribed much of that superiority 
which distinguishes the cortimon schools of this state, not only 
from Connecticut, but also from New England itself, which 
has so long been celebrated for its attention to education. 

The successful results of this experiment in the state of New 
York have already induced the governments of Maine and 
New Jersey to appoint superintendents of their schools — an 
example which will probably be followed by all the states i« 
the Union. 

We have long wished to see similar duties devolve upon 
a Minister of Instruction in this country. The establish- 
ment of a uniform system of education may be of questionable 
advantage; the organization of a graduated succession of 
schools upon the Prussian model, or of common schools 
upon the American plan, may be impracticable ; the obstacles 
to the formation of any scheme calculated at once to reconcile 
the religious prejudices of the country, and to avoid the inter- 
mixture of the different grades of society, may be great, and 
perhaps insurmountable; but, in the absence of a national 
system of instruction, there is enough, and more. than enough, 
for a public functionary to perform, if he were invested with 
similar powers to those of the French Minister of Instruction, 
or of the superintendent of common schools in the state of 
New York. Preliminary to a more official connexion with the 
various institutions for education, his public duties might 
comnaence with the preparation of a statement to be laid before 
Parliament, of the statistics of our schools, infant, national, 
Lancasterian, subscription or proprietary, atid endowed schools, 
whether grammar-schools or not. Our Sunday-schools would 
form another section of such a document, the private schools 
a fourth, and the universities and dissenting academies a fifth. 
Under these or some other divisions might be included, in a 
succession of reports, a fund of information which could not be 
made public without being productive of ulterior measures, 
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both in and out of Parliament^ beneficial to the interests of 
education. Their influence upon the various institutions to 
jvvhich they related would be immediately corrective^ and^ 
eventually, they would lead to the establishment of a better^ 
cheaper^ more uniform, and more enlarged system of instruc- 
tion throughout the country. 

We come now to examine the actual state of education in 
the United States^ according to the views which are given of it 
in the volumes under our notice. Mr. Woodbridge has not 
furnished us with very ample information as to the courses of 
study in the universities and theological academies of North 
America. The best information in reference to one of these 
seats of learning is contained in an Article taken from the 
Journal of Education, on the state of education in Virginia,"*^ 
in which the course of study in the university of that state is 
fully detailed. Some additional statistical particulars are given 
in a note extracted from the American Quarterly Register, 
where it is stated^ that ' the number of colleges in the United 
States is 59 (of which 12 are in the New England states, 13 
in the Middle states^ 15 in the Southern states, and 19 in 
the Western states and territories) ; theological institutions^ 
22 ; medical schools, 18 ;. law schools, 4 { whole number of 
instructors^ 400. 

Students in the classical department 4100 
Medical . . .1868 

Law • . • • 88 

Theological, at 1 8 of the Institutions 709 



Total 6760 

Annals, vol. ii. p. 334. 

The editor of the * American Annals* has directed his atten- 
tion, primarily, to the improvement and diffusion of instruction 
among the mass of society. His work, though not confined, 
is evidently principally directed to that object ; and this object 
ought to occupy a prominent place in such a publication ; for 
the main feature of American education is its common schools. 
The buildings appropriated to their use are scattered through- 
out the several states in which they exist, like the school-houses 
over Scotland ; and, though often humble in their exterior, 
they are the most powerful instruments that the states can 
use, for the formation of the character of their citizens. Edu- 
cation in the United States always has a reference to these 
institutions. The comparisons made between one state and 

♦ No. VII. p. 49. This Article was written by Professor Tucker of the 
University of Virginia. 
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another only extend to their common schools. In th^se semi- 
naries three-fourths of the American community begin, and 
complete their education. It would, therefore, be unjust to 
deprive them of that station which they hold among the educa- 
tional institutions of the United States. There are higher 
and lower schools^ especially in towns, but they are only append-* 
ages to the common school, which is the school of the country. 

In these' seminaries are found children of all ages between 
four and sixteen, and, as we presume, of both sexes. They 
are taught by female teachers during one part of the year, and 
by masters during the other. This arrangement is peculiar to 
America. There is a summer and a winter school ; the for- 
mer, taught by a mistress, is of a lower grade, and for younger 
children ; it opens about May, and continues for three or four 
months : the latter is of rather a higher character, to which a 
master is appointed. Its duration varies from six weeks to 
three months. To these schools, not averaging, singly, a 
term of more than three months in the year, all the rural 
population are indebted for the instruction which they receive. 
Private schools are sometimes resorted to when these are 
closed ; but this seems to be the amount of the public provi- 
sion for education through nearly all the states. Another cir- 
cumstance, which renders this arrangement still more objec- 
tionable, is, the constant change of teachers — male and female 
— instances being rare of the same master or mistress ever 
teaching the same school for* more than one season. Several 
causes may be assigned for this; but the fact itself is a 
curious one. The custom is now so established, that a change 
in it would be neither agreeable to the teachers nor the taught. 
The persons who discharge these important duties are stated to 
be generally young men and young women, under twenty years 
years of age, who take up this employment, for a few years, 
before they are settled in life. The salary allowed to teachers 
is generally less than we pay to household servants ; and it is 
not uncommon for them to board, for a week in succession, 
in the houses of the parents of their pupils, as a part of their 
remuneration. 

Under such discouragements, it cannot cause any surprise 
that one of the great complaints in America is the want of com- 
petent instructors. Various plans are in progress to supply 
this deficiency ; but every eflTort will prove ineflTectual which is 
not based upon a more liberal rate of payment. Schools for 
teachers will only increase, instead of diminishing, the diffi- 
culties, unless an ample recompense is held out as an induce- 
ment to those who possess the requisite qualifications, to en- 
gage in the labour of tuition. 
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The appointment of school-teachers is vested in the district 
committees^ who not unfrequently require proof of their pro- 
ficiency in reading, writing, and arithmetic. To these is some- 
times added geography and grammar, which comprise all that 
is taught in the common schools of the states in which this 
common school system prevails. On this limited range of 
acquirements is based that moral superiority which is claimed 
for the inhabitants of North America over most other countries. 
There is probably less intellectual acquirement above this point, 
than in many other nations confessedly behind them ; but, to 
make up this deficiency, knowledge to this extent, small as it 
is^ is unquestionably more widely disseminated in the northern 
states, than it is, perhaps, anywhere else out of Prussia. One 
of the striking features of this system is its levelling of rank. 
It brings together, under the same roof, boys of all classes. 
There is a simplicity about it suited to republican institutions. 
In some of the southern states, where there is a departure from 
this practice, and education is in a very languishing condition, 
the cause of it is ascribed to this circumstance, by the Secre- 
tary of the State of New York, who has devoted so much of 
his time to the correction of the American system of common 
schools. These are his words : — 

' The radical diflTerence between our school system (New York)- 
and the provision for instruction in Pennsylvania and Virginia is, 
that ours embraces the whole population, and theirs only the poor. 
To this, more than to any single cause, may be ascribed the success 
of our plan, and the failure of theirs.* — Annals, vol. i. p. 162. 

The Virginia and Pennsylvania common schools receive the 
same class of scholars as our Lancasterian and national schools ; 
while the common schools in the other states exhibit a similar 
admixture of ranks to what is found in our free grammar schools. 
In New England states, particularly in Massachusetts, there 
are primary, gr^immar, and high schools, all provided by the 
government. Sunday and infant schools are supported by 
subscription, when they are not taken under the protection of 
the states. Under similar auspices, agricultural and farm- 
schools, on the plan of Fellenberg, have been established, 
chiefly with a view to render instruction accessible to those 
who are unusually destitute. In these institutions it is custom- 
ary to require, from each pupil, three hours' manual labour 
in the course of every day ; by which means, the expense of 
board and education is half defrayed. Mechanical as well 
as agricultural employments are introduced into some of these 
asylums. At Philadelphia it is one of the regulations of the 
State Manual Labour School — at which instruction and board 
are gratuitous^ with the exception of the three hours' daily 
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tvork — that persons who are educated there shall engage 
themselves as teachers, for at least a ^ear after they leave the 
institution. 

That unfortunate class of persons who are deprived of sight 
or of speech have asylums provided for them in several of the 
states, at the public expense. A private institution for deaf- 
mutes was established in Virginia by a descendant of the cele- 
brated Braidwood. In 1817, the first public American asylum 
was opened in Hartford (Connecticut), within whose walls 
more than a hundred pupils are educated. Other asylums have 
been subsequently founded in Philadelphia, at Canajoharie, 
in the state of New York, in Ohio, and in Kentucky, which, 
altogether, provide instruction for about three hundred more — 
making a total of four hundred provided with instructioni out 
of a population of upwards of six thousand deaf-mutes. 

The accommodation provided for the blind is very inade- 
quate to the number who must stand in need of instruction. 

' According to the last census, the total number of blind in the 
United States, whites and coloured, is 5444. What proportion of 
these are of an age for instruction is not ascertained, but if we take 
it at one-fourth, we shall not exceed the truth. Until a year ago, 
there was provision only for sixty; and thirty of these were in the 
institutions of Boston. Since that time, asylums have been founded 
at New York and Philadelphia ; which still leave the south and 
western states- destitute of suitable accommodation for that class of 
beings who labour under this privation.' 

Notwithstanding these various provisions for all classes of 
the community, education in America is yet in its infancy. 
Much remains to be done even in those parts of the Union 
where it has made the greatest progress. Its universality is 
the main recommendation of it. The organization of the 
states into districts and sub-divisions of districts — all of which 
are more or less directly connected with their own legislatures 
•—facilitates the operation of the common school system, by 
placing, within certain definite limits, the responsibility of 
making a suitable provision for all who are of an age to re-^ 
quire instruction. 

The amount of education gained under this system may be 
small for each individual, but it is, collectively^ gi^Ht; and 
we think that the state-governments act wii^ely in restricting 
their efforts, for the present, to this, point. When arrange- 
ments for securing instruction to this extent are complete^ 
and the organization of the common schools is so improved, as 
to produce the greatest amount of instruction which can be 
conveyed under the present system, then the demand for a 
higher scale of attainment will render further improvementa 

Jan.— April, 1S35. T 
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conoparatively easy, and lead to the introduction of those 
superior branches of learning which^ as soon as pr^cticabley 
ought to find a place in a well-arranged course of popular 
instruction. 

; At present, it would appear that, in all parts of the Uniop, 
with few exceptions^ classical and mathematical knowledge, 
along with other of the higher branches of education, can only 
be obtained in the private schools, and in the colleges or uni* 
versities, which are more numerous than might be expected, in 
all parts of the Union. In these schools those young men are 
prepared who finish their studies in the colleges or universities,* 
and who fill the learned professions. It is not well known in 
whf^t condition these private academies are, compared with 
the corresponding class of schools in this country, biit there is 
no reason to believe them inferior to ouf own in any other 
thaii the classical department; and even in that department, 
we are inclined to think that the character of those schools, 
in the northern states, is improving more rapidly than the cqn- 
dition of schools of the same description in England. It is at) 
object deserving of more particular attention than it has yet 
received, to ascertain the methods of teaching, the book^^ used^ 
and the degree of general improvement, in these establish- 
ments. Although they act a less important part in America 
than in England, in the formation of the intellectual character 
of the country, the extent of their influence must be very 
considerable upon the higher classes of society, and more par- 
ticularly so in the southern states, where public education in 
schools is confined to the lower classes. 

It would convey a wrong idea of the condition of education 
in America, were we not to show a little of the other side of the 
picture. Though her institutions are essentially popular, there 
is a number incredibly large, growing up without those advan* 
tages which are in many districts so easily procured. It is caU 
culated that, in Pennsylvania^ more than 20(),00D children are 
without the common means of instruction ; that in Kentucky 
there are more than 100,000 in the same condition ; ^nd in 
New Jersey, besides 11,742 children, there are 15,000 adult^ 
unable to read. Pennsylvania contains a large German popu- 
lation, by no means well, instructed; and the Germans, who 
f^re numerous in western Virginia, are very ignorant as riegards 
all scholastic knowledge. They are good farmers, and gene- 
rally honest men, but with little or no book instruction. 

f ^^ome incorporated institutions in America ^re termjed colleges, others pni- 
versities.' All that are termed universities have the power of conferring degrees, 
And wheb the incorporated colleges possess the stbne power, which is the ease iil 
moft instance!, (bere is no dlQerenc?^ except ip nai^a^, ^%y^e&i sac]» foUi^g^ 9^4 
universities. 
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* The whole number of children,' says a writer jn the • Annals' 
(vol. iii. p. 367), * exclusive of New England and New York, is 
2,000, OQO. If we suppose the whole as destitute as' Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky — each of which has only about one in three of their 
children at school (and this, we suspect, is by no means an unfa- 
vourable average), it will follow, that there are not less than 
1>4()0,000 destitute of common instruction r 

Notwithstanding this set-off against the amount of e()uca- 
tion disused in America, she is yet entitled to a place among 
those nations who hold the highest rank in the scale of diffu- 
sion of school instruction. The proportion of pupils to her 
inhabitants is about 1 to 11 ; in Bavaria and Prussia it is 1 to 7; 
in Scotland, 1 to 10 ; in Austria, 1 to 13 ; in England, 1 to 15; 
and in France and Ireland, 1 to 18. 

In turning over the ' American Annals of Education and 
Instruction,' we have endeavoured to ascertain the effect oiF 
the interference of government in the common schools. The 
different degrees of assistance extended to education by the 
various states present a favourable opportunity for estimating 
the operation and comparative advantages of the two principles. 
From the statistical reports already given, it appears that, in 
precisely the proportion in which the legislatures take aa 
interest in their schools^ the condition of them is improved, and 
the amount of instruction increased. So far from paralyzing 
popular exertions, nothing acts as a stronger stimulus to it 
than legislative assistance and control. None of those evils 
which are so confidently predicted by individuals in this 
country, who are opposed to it, are known in America.' Th(b 
only evils that exist in the American school system arise but 
of the want of it. From one end of the Union to the ot)ier> the 
friends of education, not satisfied with urging more efficient mea- 
sures on the part of the governments, are striving to procure 
the appointment of some person, in every state, invested with 
official power, to superintend the general interests of the 

Imblic schools. Nothing is better attested than ^he fact, that 
egislative interference augments instead of dimfnisb^^ ih^ 
interest in the public mind, which some people are in t)i<^ 
habit of supposing Qould be preserved by no other meaps than 
by desultory exertions, founded on what is designated * th« 
voluntary principle.' The state of popular feeling in America^ 
in reference to education, compared with what it is in Eng- 
land^ furnishes a complete answer to that objection. The con- 
trast is striking and instructive. In England, where the 
government has no official connexion with the institution? 
for instruction, there is little or no public interest among the 
coipipunity &t large on the subject. There are pumefous 

y2 ' ' 
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individuals who persevere in their exertions, Amidst every 
discouragement, to rouse the nation in behalf of edu- 
cation ; there are members of school committees who are 
desirous of making their institutions more extensively useful ; 
there are teachers, here and there, who are willing to intro- 
duce improved methods of instruction ; and, probably, a consi- 
derable portion of the community^ who are at present inactive^ 
would cheerfully promote any general measures to render educa- 
tion more accessible, systematic, and effective, than it is at pre- 
sent. But all this amounts to little. It offers no plan of reform 
or improvement. It leads to nothing but the establishment, 
perhaps, of a national or an infant school — which, indeed, is 
the extent of our notions, generally speaking, of what is im- 
plied by the diffusion of education. There is none of that 
enlightened spirit of inquiry which, in the United States, 
assisted by the legislatures, is in active operation in many 
of the states. Our transatlantic neighbours are not satisfied 
with merely establishing schools ; they watch the working of 
them, improve their system of superintendence, and their 
plans of tuition, and extend their sphere of action to the very 
limit of their means. Associations exist in almost every state 
for promoting improvements in education. Under the dif- 
ferent names of ^ Lyceums' and * Institutes,' they seek to 
accomplish the same general object ; and enrolling, as they 
do, among their supporters, the names of the most enlight- 
ened and influential portion of the people, they cannot fail to 
render most important services to education. Some idea of 
the objects and workings of these associations may b6 formed 
from the following outline of one of them, viz., ' the Illinois 
Institute of Education.' 

* The constitution which was adopted, requires that the members 
of the institution shall consist — 1. Of such persons as subscribe the 
constitution, and pledge themselves to aid personally in obtaining 
and diffusing information on the subject ; to aid in getting up and 
sustaining a school, other than the one in which they are personally 
interested, as parents or guardians -, or to contribute annually in 
money towards the incidental expenses of he institution. 2. Of 
delegates, chosen by county, district, or branch associations or 
schools, and who shall be appointed to attend the meetings of this 
institution. 3. Of all teachers of primary and other schools, who 
will correspond with the institute, and furnish annually, or oilener, 
a report of the schools with which they are connected. 

* Friends of education, teachers and preachers of the gospel 
throughout the state, are requested to correspond with the secre- 
taries, and to furnish such information as may be in their power, on 
the topics involved in the following questions : — 

* 1, What kind of school-house have you ? 2. How many months in 
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ti year is a school taught? 3. What is the cost of your school-house 
per annum, including payment of teacher, books, fuel, and repairs 
of school-house ? 4. What is the cost per scholar? 5. HoW many 
different scholars attend ? 6. What is the average number of scho- 
lars ? 7. How many children need aid from public funds? 8. How 
many schools in the county ? 9. What branches are taught in your 
schools ? 10. What books are used in spelling, in reading, in 
arithmetic, in geography, in grammar? 11. Are the elements of 
natural history taught ? 12. Does your teacher lecture the scholars 
on branches of science ? 13. Does he ask questions on every read- 
ing lesson ? 14. How many adults in your settlement who cannot 
read? 15. Have you a public library; and, if so, how large, and 
under what regulations? 16. Could not a small library of useful 
books be had for the use of your school, and loaned to the scholars, 
as rewards for proficiency in study and good behaviour? 17. Would 
you like to have a good teacher permanently settled with you, and 
would the school support him? 18. How would a circuit teacher 
do, who should conduct four or five schools, visiting these once a 
week, as teachers of singing do, and lecturing and explaining the 
branches taught ? 19. What measures, in your opinion, or that of 
the people around you, should the state adopt in relation to the 
school funds ? 20. Can you get up meetings of the people on the 
court day, or any other convenient time, on the subject of educa- 
tion? 21. Will any gentlemen make public addresses, or deliver 
lectures to the people on the subject of education and schools? 
22. What proportion of families take newspapers, or any other 
periodicals?* — Annals^ vol. iii, p. 185. 

If the general sentiment of the country is at all represented 
in the proceedings of the Illinois Institute^ and that it is we 
are inclined to believe, it may be safely predicted that the 
people of America will rapidly advance in education^ and it 
may be as safely affirmed that voluntary efibrts are not super- 
seded by legislative assistance. The existence of such societies 
as the one described is not confined to one or two states. They 
extend into the western territory, as we see in the case of Illi- 
nois, and are penetrating into the slave- holding states of the 
south. They are influential from their number and their 
various localities, but this influence is greatly extended by their 
radiation to a common centre. Unity and vigor are thus given 
to their proceedings. The National Association, with which 
the others communicate by delegates or otherwise, holds a 
convention for three days, annually, at New York. At this 
meeting, the information collected from the branch associa- 
tions is incorporated into one general report, by which means 
a complete view is obtained, not only of the measures adopted 
for the promotion of education, but also of the obstacles which 
retard its progress in the various portions of the United States. 
The object of this important national association, which is 
jd^si^nated • The American Lyceum,' is thus described in its 
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own words : * to secure a representation from every state of th^ 
Union, and with it a collection of facts relating to the (Condition 
and wants of schools, and to provide and execute measures b;^ 
which their wants may be supplied, and a uniform and im|)rovea 
system of education introduced and extended throughout th6 
country.' 

Through these various channels, aided by the more obvious 
sources of information, the real condition of its schools will 
soon be better known in North America, than in any other 
Country in the world, and being better known, will lead rapidly 
to the establishment of a complete and efficient system of 
instruction. It might alarm some of the opponents to populat 
education, or those whose nerves are yet shaken by the thought 
of the taxes upon knowledge being removed, to hear what are 
the results of early instruction and of cheap publications in the 
United States. In an institute at Philadelphia, >vhich is acces- 
sible to all the young men in the city, there are no fewer than 
six/een daily papers, besides eight monthly and quarterly 
periodicals. 

It is a striking fact in favour of legislative interference in the 
school institutions of a country, that in the United States> so 
fai* from any evil being found to result from it, or any prejii- 
diipe being raised against it, the popular voice is loud and gene*- 
ral for its extension ; the evils which really exist are ascribed 
to the supineness and inactivity of the constituted authorities. 

In the only two points in which a state connexion with 
schools has been admitted to be assailable, namely, 1st, in its 
being ineffective ; and 2nd, in its tendency to paralyze and 
isupersede individual and voluntary exertion, the evidence is 
clear and satisfactory. The objectioiis on both grounds are 
completely disproved by the experience of America. Th^ 
state of New York, in which the influence of government is 
iii the fullest operation, is universally admitted to have the 
best organized system of general instruction. And in respect 
to the effect of this arrangement upon the individual efforts of 
the friends of education, it is oiily necessary to appeal to th6 
lyceums, and associations, supported in the same state, to prove 
that, wherever legislative exertions are wisely directed, instead 
of checking, they encourage, in an eminent degree, a corre- 
sponding effort on the part of the community. 

The time is not perhaps so near as we could wish, when our 
own governmient will be induced to appoint a public func- 
tionary with duties such as we have described in a former page, 
which would be the first step towards the establishment of a 
system of general instruction. Much, however, might be done 
for the promotion of the same object, by an association esta- 
blished iii the metropolis, but spreading itself into all p^rtH 
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of the country, for the advancement of educatioti. If it were, 
at first, little more than A statistical society, its services would 
be of great value ; but If it would assume the more importdht 
office of investigating and comparing the merits of different 
methods of instruction, classical as well as common^ und of 
diffusing a knowledge of the plans pursued in thoi&e iichool^ 
where the result^ are most favourable, we might look forward 
with something like confidence to progi-essive improyetnetitd \h 
our institutions for education, if not to some scheme Of uni^ 
versal instruction. 

The utility of duch ah association would be gre&tly increiiied 
by occasional meetings, with lectures and discussion^ tipOti 
subjects connected with its leading object, according to thfe 
plan of the American Lyceum, or the British Association. 
The public Would thus be addressed with toor^ feffect ; thfe 
fetate of our 6wn endowed and private schobls would be 
brbught prominently forward, and compared tvith the Con- 
dition of similar institutions on the two continents ; and, what 
is by no means of the least importance, the fact Would theti bfe 
^s well knoWii to ourselves as it already is to our heighbodH, 
that in few countries of Europe are the eleiheiits df soiind aild 
useful instruction &d scantily diff'used b.s in Englatid find tbb 
sister islkild. 



ETYMOLOGICAL RESEARCHES. 

Mtymologische Forschungen aufdem Gebiete der Indo-Oei^ 
manischen Sprachen, mit besonderem Bezug an/die LdnU 
Umwandlung im Sanskrit, Griechischen, LdtdnischtH, 
Littauischen, und Gothischen, von Dr. August Friedrich 
Pott, (Professor in the University of Halle.) Lemgo, 1833. 
Ixxxii. and 284 pp. 8vo. 

Etymological Researches in the Department of the Indo^ 
Germanic Languages, with particular reference to the 
Interchange of Sounds in the Sanscrit, Greek, Latin, Li- 
tkuafiian, and Gothic, Sfc. 

' The present volume,' says Mr. Pott in his preface, * onlv con- 
tains materials : the author found himself compelled almost a]t<)gep 
their to forego the merit of properly arrans^ing them. Even while 
preparing his work for the press, new remarks crowded upon him 
so thickly^ that it became difficult to assign a convenient place to 
each : and with the certain prospect that, on entirely recasting the 
work,. a further increase of matter, equally diJI^cult to be disposed of, 
would piresent itself, no alternative was left to the author but, how- 
ever reluctantly, to dose the account for the present.' 

Wfe have placed this frank avowal at the head of ourho*- 
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tice of Mr. Pott's work, because it shows that the author 
himself is well aware of what we consider to be its prin^ 
cipal defect. The great difficulties attending the proper ar- 
rangement of a mass of remarks^ which from their very 
nature will often descend to the minutest details, and the 
number of which, as Mr. Pott observes, seems almost to 
increase under our hands while we try to put them in 
order, will be readily acknowledged by every one who has 
at any time made etymological inquiries on an extended 
scale. But it will at the same time be as generally allowed, 
that clearness of design, and perspicuity in the execution^ 
are requisites of the first importance in any work upon ety- 
mology which is intended to impress its reader with distinct 
and improved notions regarding the nature and essence of 
the languages inquired into. Coincidences between words 
and families of words, as well as certain analogous principles 
in the formation, derivation, and inflection of words, will 
occasionally present themselves to every one who is conver- 
sant with two or more cognate languages. But whoever 
makes these coincidences an4 analogies an object of special 
research, ought, we think, to exhibit the result of his inves- 
tigations in a manner calculated to afford us a clear survey of 
the information which he has collected, and to place us at 
once on the eminence which he has reached, without im- 
posing upon us the necessity of following him through all the 
windings of the path that brought him thither : our position 
would then command a view of tlie entire field of inquiry, and 
enable us to do justice to the skill of our guide in exhibit- 
ing the primitive stamp and character of the family of lan- 
guages to which his researches refer, and the modifications of 
that universal character in the individual members comprised 
in it. The merits of Mr. Pott*s work, and the amount of his 
claims to our gratitude, it is not so easy to appreciate. From 
the style in which it is written, it is often extremely difficult ; 
and it requires the greatest attention^ while attending to the 
variety of novel and striking matter in which it abounds, not 
to lose sight of the leading principles by which we ought to 
steer our course. The smaliness and closeness of the type 
in which the book is printed^ the scarcity of occasional breaks 
and paragraphs, and the want of an alphabetical index, or 
good table of contents^ all contribute to render the perusal 
of the book a task of great difficulty ; and this is the more 
to be regretted, as it will appear, from the following remarks, 
that much new information may be drived from it. 

The volume before us comprises an Introduction and two 
principal divisions : the first pn vowels ; the second on conso* 
j^nts \ the latter are considered^ 1st, as occurring in nouns and 
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fiuffixes ; 2dly. in verbal roots, under which head the author 
gives a list of the Sanscrit verbal roots, reduced in number 
according to his own views, and compared with words sprung 
from apparently the same etymological elements in the cogr 
nate languages. 

The Introduction sets out with some general remarks on 
the comparative study of languages, in the greater part of 
which we entirely concur. Mr. Pott lays it down as a rule 
that the affinity of languages should above all things be esta« 
blished by a comparison of their mode of forming and de- 
riving words^ and the system of their inflections. 

' Comparisons of detached words,* says he, * frequently yield but 
a single point of coincidence, which is always liable to the suspicion 
of having been transferred from one language into the other ; while 
the actual coincidences in the expression of some grammatical rela- 
tion, which is not so easily transplanted, and in the roots as founc) 
by careful grammatical analysis, often present a hundred or thour 
sand points of approximation. Even languages of the same family 
sometimes diverge widely, owing to the diversity of pronunciation 
which gradually estranges them as dialects no longer intelligible 
to each other. But this diversity of pronunciation, although from 
a higher point of view it must be considered as accidental, 
stands under the control of certain natural laws, especially that of 
the physiological affinity of sounds ; and these laws we ought to 
discover and to establish. Kindred languagtis are those which 
either, in consequence of the internal development and the geogra- 
phical spreading of a language, or the effect of external influences, 
have lost their original identity, and have become varied and mani^ 
fold ; while languages not akin are those which, from the outset, 
have originated under principles of formation altogether different, 
and have grown up conformably to those principles. If languages 
not akin concur in any particulars, such concurrences must be ac- 
counted for either through the intercourse of the nations to whom 
they belong (even if that intercourse cannot be traced in history), 
or by the general sameness of the human' mind and senses, or of 
the object designated ; or Anally by assuming an accidental coin- 
cidence which is not altogether to be excluded. No small proportion 
of the words collected by Klaproth, in his Asia Pol yglotta, in sup- 
port of his theory of an antediluvian uniformity of languages, show 
an external similarity of sound ; but this similarity vanishes as 60i>n 
as we come critically to investigate these words, and to dissect them 
into their component elements, conformably to the rules of their re- 
spective languages. The number of simple articulations in language 
(though liable to many intermediate shades of difference^ is com- 
paratively small, and their number (which however may be deter- 
mined variously according to different points of view) may be esti- 
mated at from forty to flfly at the highest. Out of these primary 
elements the wonderful fabric of so many as yet uncounted lan- 
guages is erected; and I doubt whether any language ever raised 
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the number of its roots beyond one thousand, if properly inve&tl'* 
^ated and exhibited in their greatest attainable purity.' 

To the last observation we ard quite willing to subscribe : 
aiid we concut entirely in Mr. Riickert'a opinion, that the 
great majority of those assumed Sanscrit roots, which ac- 
cording to the Hindu grammarians form verbs of the tenth 
Conjugation, are only the themes partly of causative and 
partly of denominative verbs, which may be resolved into 
gtili simpler elements ; but yet we inust withhold onr 
assent from the principles on which Mr. Pott in some in- 
stances proceeds, itl reducing the number of roots usually 
received as nuch in the Indo- Germanic languages. To the 
Greek verb 9riE^eiv« for instance, in Sanscrit, corresponds a 
rerb of the tenth conjugation (pidayati^ ^he vexes'), the 
root of which is registered by the native Hindu grammarians 
iinder the form pid. To this steili Mr. Pott will not accord 
a place in the list of roots ; he considers) pidayati as a verb 
Sprung from the substantive pidd^ * Vexation, pain,* aiid 
this substantive agiiin he supposes to be a derivative of the 

fenuine verbal root sad, ' to sit,* with j»f, inste^id of api^ pre- 
xed to it. According to what law apt-sad or pi -shad cbiild 
have be^n contracted into pid^ Mr, Pott does not explain; 
the analogy of the Sanscrit word nu/a, ^ a bird's-nest ' (the 
Latin ntdus)^ to which he refers usj, and which he considers 
as an offspKng of the same root sad preceded by the prepo- 
sition hit whence ni-shad^ ^to sit down,* seems at all events 
insufficient io establish such a contraction. That in Greek, 
independently of the Sanscrit, the . verb mil^oi) could not, 
consistently with the general rules of derivation, have arisen 
but of a composition of M and T^w, or e^o/jiai, is evident, 
and is further shown by the compound verbs ^(pil^otxai and 
lf)/^a/, which are met with in the earliest monuments of the 
Greek . language. We are therefore compelled to assume 
that the Sanscrit verb pid and the Greek ^i£^(v are the 
common property of both, and existed before the lan- 
guages. Of the nations speaking them^ separated ; and is it 
probable that at so early a stage in their development as 
that to which this assumption brings us back, corruptions 
like that of apUshad into pid, should have taken place ? 

Another instance in which we cannot agree with Mr% 
Pott's analysis of a verbal root, is that of the Sanscrit subh 
(writteii with a palatal «), • to shine,' pf which he observes 
tha^t It corresponds to. tlie Persian khubj * beautiful, good,' 
and the Greek xo/mvl/oy,'" but which he nevertheless considers 

.* We would add n^fA^n^ the Pindaric use of which word (Isthm. i. 43. iv. 
.id. Nem.,v^i. 4{^,) in the sense of ^ pr^se^ honour, glory/ agrees well with the 
acceptation of ^decorating by praise, in which the verb ntmbhati is used iii the 
Hymns of the Rig Veda« 
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as a compound of th6 root bha, (the Greek $A in \pi^tf 
^a/vw, &c.) * to appear, to be visible, to shine/ and theprefi^t 
$u (written with the dental s and answering to the Greek sSjj 
' good, well/ Out of su'bha, ^ to appear well/ he supposes a 
new verb to have arisen, in which the palatal sibilani was 
substituted for the initial dental «, and which subsequently 
followed its own rnode of inflection Independent of that of it* 
supposed primitive ;* for whilst su-bhd woiild form the third 
person siiij^. of the ptesent tense su-bhdti, and that of itil 
reduplicated preterit su-babhaity we find from subh^ in the pre* 
sent, the forms sdbhafe ahd sumbhati, and in the reduplicated 
preterit susubhe, susdbha, and susumbha. But whiit wfe 
chiefli^ object to, is the supposed substitution of the jt^a/dfa/ 
for the dental sibilant, at so early an epoch as we ar^ 
pbliged to assume, in order to account for the initial k and 
kh in the cognate Greek and Persian words standing in the 
place of the palatal sibilant \n the Sanscrit* There is no 
example (as far as our knowledge extends), of a tran^iition 
from a Sanscrit dental s into a Greek or, Persian guttural 
6ound, whereas there are numerous instances of sucli transi* 
tion from the Sanscrit palatal sibilant. We are told that the 
present Hindus (the natives of Bengal at. least) make 
hardlj^ any distinction in the pronunciatioti of the three sibi* 
iants (the palatal, lingual, and dental), sounding theni all 
like shy\ and this remark may explain the unsettled ortho- 
graphy of some words, which we nnd dccasionally spielt with 
either a palatal or a dental s in carelessly written manu^ 
scripts ; but are we justified in supposing that a similar con- 
fusion should have prevailed at the. early, epoch which pre^? 
ceded the separation of the Indian from the. Persian and the 
Greek branch of the original language ? We do not think 
that much is gained by reducing the number of bur rootSi 
if it is to be effected by assumptions apparently so much at 
variance with those simple principles of formation, which we 
find to prevail the more consistently in language the nearei^ 
we approach the stage of its infancy. 

In a subsequent part of his Introduction^ Mr. Pott liiakei 
tome observations on the relations between the Greek and 
Latin, the substance of which we here extract, as they in*? 
culcate a truth which cannot be too often repeated : — 

' The Lafin languagre has long been called a daughter of the 
Greek ; and there are still |)hilolog!8ts who look upon the Latin as 
a mixture of ditTerent elements, chiefly Greek. If we Ati aside the 
number of manifestly borrowed Greek words in the Laiii), which 

^ In the Oreek BdjectWe i^^f we fini united, the suae two elements, 
whioK Mn Pott ftipiMiseft to have ooAlesced in the Sanscrit verb $Mt 
t Haughton's Ben^ Dictionary, ool. 84^ 
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certainly is greater than that of Latin words transplanted into the 
Greek, we may with just as much reason assert that the Greek lan- 
guage is Latin, with a residue of words peculiar to itself. Or will 
it be said that the Italic language only had the pliancy to adopt and 
appropriate to itself accessions from abroad, and that the Greek was 
not so receptive ?* I fear the number of Greek words naturalized 
in the Latin has been greatly overrated. It will be objected that 
the Greek, especially that of the ^olian dialect, is of a more antique 
character than the Latin, so that the latter must be a daughter of the 
Greek, we being informed, moreover, that colonists from. the East 
settled in Italy. I should not object to grant such a conclusion, if 
the antecedent propositions could be established. But there is much- 
more truth in the contrary assertion, that the Latin, though poorer 
than the Greek, has yet preserved an air of greater antiquity in its 
forms and structure. And besides, who were these emigrants from 
the East? The Grecian settlers in Magna Grscia can hardly be 
meant. Or were they Trojans ? I think there is good reason to 
suspect that the tradition which would make the Romans the 
descendants of emigrated Trojans has no foundation, except in 
Grecian and Roman vanity. The extant genuine monuments in the 
Etrurian language can be but indiflferently explained by means of 
the Greek: and what do we know of the Tyrrhenian . or Pelasgic 
language ? But suppose that both were Greek . is it admitted that 
the Tyrrhenians and Pelasgians were the ancestors of the inhabitants 
of Latium Do not the Oscan, Umbrian, and Sabine dialects, 
even in their scanty remains, show many words and formations 
which belong to the great family of the Indo- Germanic languages ? 
And againi was the number of the Pelasgian colonists large enough 
to have exercised so great an influence over the language of the 
prior inhabitants of the country, as we must suppose them to have 
exercised, in order to account for the great proportion of what is 
originally akin to the Greek in the Latin ? The Latin, as well as 
every other language, has received foreign words ; but its structure 
and organism is Latins just as much as that of the Grecian lan- 
guage is Greek.* 

The family of the Indo-Germanic languages may, according 
to Mr. Pott, be divided into five branches, two of vi^hich be- 
long to Asia, and three to Europe, and through European 
colonies to other parts of the world* They are enumerated 
by Mr. Pott in the following order :— 

I. The Indian branch, in which the Sanscrit takes the 
lead, and is followed by several derivative dialects, comprised 
under the name of the Prdcrit languages, and deviating more 
or less in their structure from the Sanscrit. Among them the 
Pali deserves to be particularly mentioned, which is almost 
altogether Sanscrit, only softened in its pronunciation. 

II. The MedO'Persic, or Arian branchy at the head of 

* This we suppose to be the import of the passage, which in the OermaQ 
original is not very clear. The words are : — Oder itt die Ueberwutimnumg eiwa 
nur einteUig auf Saten der Jiaierw, au/ der anderen nicht t 
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-which stands the Zend^ the language in which the ancient 
sacred writings of the Parsees are composed. A critical inves- 
tigation of the structure of this language has but just com- 
menced, and we are therefore not yet enabled to define with 
precision the relations subsisting between the Zend and the 
other ancient languages of the country, the Pehlvi and the 
Deri, and also the modem Persiaii. The Armenian language, 
as is evident from its system of inflections, does not form part 
of the Medo-Persian, nor of any other branch of the Indo- 
Germanic lanc^uages. 

III. The Teutonic branch, with the Gothic at its head, 
and comprising the different German dialects, the Anglo- 
Saxon ^ the Icelandic , the Swedish^ the Danish^ &c, 

IV. The Greco-Latin branch, comprising the two ancient 
classical languages. 

V. The Slavonic branch should, according to Mr. Pott, 
be subdivided into three divisions : the first comprises the 
Lithuanian, with the ancient Prussian and Lettic ; at the head 
of the second stands the Russian ; the third comprehends 
the Polish and Bohemian, and the languages of the Slowaks 
in Hungary, and of the Wends and Sorbs in Lnsatia and 
Saxony. 

It will be observed, that the diflFerent Celtic languages are 
not comprised in this enumeration : Mr. Pott does not con- 
sider them as belonging to the Indo-Germanic family. It is 
to be regretted, that he has not stated in detail the reasons 
that induced him to exclude them from his arrangement : 
there are many circumstances connected in particular with 
the grammatical structure of the Welsh language, which 
have given us a strong impression that the Celtic does belong 
to the same family as the other languages considered in Mr. 
Pott's work. The subject is of high interest, and well deserves 
to be fully investigated, which, as far as we know, has not yet 
been done. 

Mr. Pott concludes the introductory part of his work by 
assigning the etymology arid import of a number of proper 
names in ancient oriental history and geography : some of 
which we submit to our readers. 

The name of the Persian noble Otanes ('OravTjr, Herod, iii. 
e. 68, &c., 141, 144, &c.) is, according to Mr. Pott, equi- 
valent to the Sanscrit compound adjective sutanu^ ' having a 
beautiful body,' from tann (the modern Persian taa)^ * body, 
frame,' with the prefix su (the Greek s?) put before it. The 
initial sibilant of the Sanscrit adjective is dropped in the 
Persian name, as it is in the Greek (and Persian) name of 
the river *Iv56f, which in Sanscrit is Sindhu, Mr. Pott sees 
in these examples a confirmation of the remark made by 



934 Mtymologic^l ^e^eaarQhe^. 

others in the iflvestij^ation of the Z^nd language, that the 
Persians must at an early period have begun to change into 
a soft aspiration, or entirely to drop, the initial s of words 
w))ich in the Sanscrit have retained the sibilant ; and ^s in 
the correspondent Teutonic words the sape s is likewise often 
preserved, this circumstance may b^ adduced a9 a further 
argument ^gain^t the fonnerlv yery prevalent opinion that 
the Germans were descended in ^ direct line from th^ 
Persians. A few examples will make Mr. Fott*s repiark 
clearer : — 

Sanscrit. Zend. Modern PeniaA. Gothic. Modem German. 

Hkptan (s^v?n) hapi^ hajl sibun $U1^n 

sd (she) hd 4 tie 

nam (with) ham ham, sammt 

Banii (they are) henti end sint $ind 

The name of the brother-in-law of Dariuif Hystaspis, 
Tv^pyoLs (Herod, iii. c, 70. 73, ^c), Mr. Pott explaiqs, a^ 
equivalent to the modern Persian adjective khUb'i^U 'pf 
beautiful f^ce ^' that of the Persian admiral ^i^^s (Herod, 
iv. c. 167) be supposes to be the Sanscrit JBhadrat *^ fortu-. 
nate :" we perceive, however, that the same individual is in 
another passage of Herodotus (iv. c. 203) named B«/>^f** 
Another B»Sprit is mentioned (Herod* vii. c. 77.) but he does 
not appear to have been a Persian. 

Mr. Pott proceeds to comnient upon a class of names iq 
different languages of the Indo-Germanic family, which 
signify either given or gifted (for that, in some instance$» 
remains undecided) by the gods. At the head of the list stand 
ancient Sanscrit names such ^ DevQdattc^^ liar^ulatta, 
Jnctradatta, Somc^atta^ &c. (?. e. given by the gods, by Hara 
or Siva, bylndra> by Soma or the Moon, &c.) and Greek n^mes 
§uch as ©EoJorof, Aio^oroy, ZtivoSotos", *H§6Jotoj-, &q. folio v?" 
pext. On this occasion the author expresses his belief, thai 
in compounds such as h^oa^oTosy deoffsy^^^qia, bia faros, ds^xfX.of^ 
the former part is the abridged form of what quqc was a 
dative case in the plural number : so that dsosioros would b^ 
;?dsorf $orof, a Viis datus ; ^foasy^pia^ the abstract of &Eo7f 
l'/P^osy'\ * hated by the gods /' ^i(s<fc^rQs == a Pijs effatupi ; 

* The Sancroft MS. has in the latter passage l&Av^nSi ^^'^ ^^ 1^* c* 167) 

f lias the derivation of the word \^^^U erer been satisfactorily ezplfdned ? 
As long as no better etymology is to be had, we propose to consider it as identical 
with the Sanscrit tatru ' an enemy/ the initial palatal sibilant of which word is 

observed in numerous instances to correspond to a guttural letter in Greek and 
J^atin. Satru properly signifies ' a destroyer/ being a derivative of the verbid 
root Mdf ^ to perish/ in the causative conjugation, (jdtqyati) ' to cause to perish, 

%o throw down* (see Colebrooke^s Sanscrit Grammar, p. 327); with the UnAd/i 
affix ru ; the word is thus explained by Bhatiojif Siddh, Kaum, fol. 202^ a. 
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iiciUkos = deoTs ixeXor ^ like the gods ;' ^s^vpcjros == &Eorf 
w'fvg^yptcW, ' decreed by the gods/ To these we would 
add the iEschylean word ieoaffuros or ^BoavroSf ^ sprung from 
the gods,' (Ix diov ofiA^n^sicoc, as a scholiast explains it. Pro-* 
meth. V. 116.) The word ^ea'jrii'jreta also belongs to this 
qlass, the latt;er p^rt o{ which, according to IV^r. Pott cpntains 
the root of slmBXv twice over, and therefore properly signifies 
^ pronouncing what was said [to h^O ^y the gods :' it is a 
compound of ^iam^ and i^ (e^oO' ^^^ ^^^ former \yord is 
again a compound of ^&6s and the root of slvuv. 

Among the ancient Persian names which are foriped on 
th^ same principle as those mentioned above, Mf. Pott 
explains the ' Q^iunffS^r^^ of Agathias as ^ given by Ormuzd ;* 
the Madates of Curtius (v. c. 3.), which nam^ is perhaps the 
8{iQ)e as the Meddthd (^DUQ) of the book of Esther (q. iii, 

V. 1 ), as ^ given by the moon ;' the ^«f avSaTDj and ^s^EvJia'nss' 
of Herodotus (vii, c. 67, ix. c. 76.) as ^ given by Behraw/ 
Mr. Pott conjectures that as in the ancient calendar of the 
Persians every day in the month was sacred to, and called 
after, a particular deity, and as the Persians were in the habit 
of celebrating their birthdays (see Herod, i. c. 133), many of 
the names so formed may have been given in honour of the 
deity presiding over a person's birthday. But some celebrated 
names remain yet to be noticed. The Mfr/^a$qir9)s^ of Herodotus 
(i. c. 1 JO), or, as the name is likewise written, Mi^pilirms 
(Xenopfa. Anab. vii. c. 8. near the end), or Mt&p«^ar9)f 
(Septuagint, Ezra i. 8 ; iv. 7> iii the Hebrew text Mithredath 
rnrsrplj)y and in a more modern corrupted form Mekerdatef 

fTacit. Ann. xii. c. 10.) Mr. Pott explains 'given by Mithra 
{the sun).' Many other compounds with Mitra or Mithra 
occur, e.g. Mirpofidm^ (Herod, iii. c. 120) ; *ldafji.irp^9 {id. ix. 
c. 102) and 'I&apiaT§7}f (id, vii. c. 67-) ; ^i^o/xir^s {id. vii. c. 68) 
&c.^ besides several names which appear to be derivatives, e.g. 
MtT^aTos" (Xenoph. Hellen. ii. c. 6.), Midpiyms or MAp^vnf 
(Arrian JExp. Al. i. q. 17; iii. c. 16.), &c. The MojT^aya&yjf 
in the Persae of iEschylus (v. 43) is, we suspect, a fictitious 
name. 

The signification of the name Spendadates in Ctesias (Pers. 
c. 10.) is, according to Mr. Pott, * given by the Amshas- 

i>ands :' the complete name of these deities is, in the Zend 
aiiguage, a compound term, Amesha-spenta : * Mr. Pott 

* Professor Bopp ^Fergleichende Grammatiky p. 244.) interprets AmeMhaspenta 
' non conniventes saucti :* and ameAa is, according to his translation, of the 
same import as the Sanscrit epithet stabdhaidcijumay 'having 6xed, not twinkling 
eyes/ which occurs as an attributive of the Hindu deities, (Nalus, v. 25.) The 
S^anscrit word etymologically corresponding to ameiha would be ammitka. 
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supposes the latter element of this term to have been used as 
equivalent to the whole, in forming the name Spendadates ; 
in the same manner as, in the Zend adjective^ mazda-dhdiay 
' given by Ormuzd,' we find the latter portion only of the 
Zend compound name of Ormuzd, Ahuro-mazdao. 

The Persian names beginning with Arta^ and Ario- give rise 
to an interesting series of remarks. After an attentive perusal 
of the information upon the subject, collected by Mr. Pott, we 
venture to suggest that Aria- might be taken as identical 
with the crude form of *Aprx7oit the ancient national name of 
the Persffi, * and Ario- as identic with that of "Agioi or^Afctoi, 
likewise an ancient designation of the inhabitants of the table* 
land of Persia. (Herod, iii. c. 93 ; vii. c. 62.) The latter 
name is, according to the concurrent opinion of several 
Orientalists, etymologically the same with the Sanscrit word 
Arya^ by which, in the ancient writings of the Hindus, the 
followers of the Brahmanical law are designated. This word 
is a participle of the future in the passive voice, and properly 
signifies * honourable, entitled to respect.' f A word strictly 
corresponding to the Persian theme Arta is not found in 
Sanscrit : but we are confident that we cannot be far from 
the truth if we regard it as the passive participle of the 
preterite, ending in -ta from the same verb n, of which Arya 
is the passive participle of the future. % Should this conjee* 
ture be correct, Arta will signify 'honoured, respected.* 
The sense thus assigned to the two words seems to agree 
tolerably well not only with their independent use as the 
name of a nation ( A^ioi or' A^eioi, and 'A^raToi), but also with 
the manner in which we see them employed as component 
elements of proper names. If we are right in thinking with 
Mr. Pott that Ei^l^is- is the Zend word ksathra (Sanscrit, 

* '£«aXfmrr0 li irdXcu vto fth 'ExxWy Kti^vtf, vvi ftitrt ffUtv atfriuf xtci tSp 
irtaitUvv' A^T%t0t. Herod, vii. c. 61. 

t From the verbal root rt, * to go or approach.' Pdmni (iii. 1. 103.) observei 
that the participle of this root may l>e formed either with the change called guna, 
or with vriddhi of the radical vowel : with the former (arya) the word is applied 
to men of the agricultural and military {swdmin ?) caste; with the latter {arya) 
to Brahmans. 

X The only difficulty which seems to arise against this assumption is, that the 
preterite participle of the passive is in Sanscrit formed without modifying the 
radical vowel of the verb rita. But this oitjectiou may, iu some degree, be 
removed by the observation that in numerous instances the Sanscrit vowel ti 
appears represented in Zend words by er^, e. g. 

Sanscrit, «a^Ht^(once) Zend, kak^ritf 

krindti^ (he makes) AUrinm'tf 

mrifyu (death) mUrilhyu, 

According to the analogy of these examples, the Sanscrit rita would in Zend 
become h'^ta^ which approaches at least one step nearer to aria. 
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kshatra) ' a king,' * h^raS^ipi^ns will be either ' the honoured 
king/ or * king of the Artaei ;' perhaps, like the Indian 
mahdrdja (great king), a regal title rather than a proper 
name confined to one individual* ; *AgT«7rarjoy (Xen. Anab. 
I. c. 8), perhaps the same name as ^Aprafiims (Herod, vii. 
c. 65) will be the ' honoured lord, from arta and pati, 
which iii Sanscrit signifies ' a master or lord ;' *Api6fjLxpios 
(Herod, vii. c. 66. iEschyl. Pers. 38.) * vir honorandus, from 
arya and mardy in modern Persian * a man ;* 'A/jra(Tj5/>af (Ctes. 
Pers. c. 9.) * heros honoratus/ from arta and suraj in Sanscrit 
* a hero/ &c. ^ApraXos the honoured, the noble,' occurs as 
the name of a person, ( Herod, vii. c. 22.) 

We re£:ret that the limits of our article do not allow us 
for the present to give an analysis of the remaining, and in 
fact the principal, portion of Mr. Pott's work. With a view 
to ascertain the transitions of sounds in the various branches 
of the Indo-German family of languages, he goes through 
their alphabets, taking that of the Sanscrit, as being the most 
complete, for his basis, and he endeavours to determine what 
are in other languages the sounds corresponding, as etymo- 
logically equivalent, to each Sanscrit letter. That in a field of 
so great extent no transition of sounds should have escaped 
the author's attention, or that no variety of opinion should 
exist on any of the transitions assumed by him, will not of 
course be expected. But we confidently say, that such as it 
is, Mr. Pott's book contains a mass of new and valuable in- 
formation, and that it will fully repay the task of perusing it 
with attention. 



Progressive Exercises in English Composition, By R. G. 
Parker, A.M. London, John R. Priestley, 47, High Hol- 
born. 

In the Fifteenth Number of this Journal, appeared a review of 
' Parker's Exercises in English Composition/ The writer of 
that article considered that Parker's Exercises would be a 
useful book, if certain alterations were made in the arrange- 
ment, and certain defects were supplied. The reviewer, at 
the same time, observed that much of Mr. Parker's work was 

* Mr. Pott draws our attention to a passage in Ctesias (Pers. c. 49. conf. 53. 
57, fieiftXtvu Yt ' A^raxftf, a /AiTcvof4Mf^t)f ' A^ra|i^^ii;) and another in Curtius (vi. c. 
6. BeuM vette regia sump/a, ^ritixerrem appellari te Jus^erat) which seem to 
warrant us in considering the word Artaxerxes as a mere title of sovereignty. 

Tliis etymology would agree tolerably well with the remark occurring in 
Herodotufl, (vi. c. 98,) according to which Bifimf signifies «^ii/«s, and *A^rMSi^|«fri 
fiiytit a(«f7«r. The passage is considered by some editors to be spurious ; but 
whoever wrote it knew something of the Persian language. 

Jan.— April, 1835. Z 
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taken from Walker's ' English Themes and Efidays;' and he 
says (p. 136) '^ we are obliged to add, for the most part,* 
without acknowledgment. Even the models, the themes, the 
skeletons, the subjects, are all appropriated with only very 
slight alterations. We must, however, do Mr. Parker the 
justice to say, that his alterations are improvements/' &c« 
Then follow some remarks, condemnatory of the practice of 
taking from other books without proper acknowledgment. 

We are happy that it is in our power to do justice to the 
author, the reviewer, and the publisher. The following is 
a letter sent by Mr. Parker to Mr. Coates. 

Boston J MastcKhusettSt United States of America. 

Dear Sir, January 4/A, 1835. 

The l&th Number of the * London Quarterly Journal of Educa- 
tion' contains a review of a little book of mine, entitled * Progressive 
Exercises in English Composition/ which was first published in this 
city in August of 1832, and passed to a second edition in the 
course of two months. It was stereotyped in a third edition in the 
following January, and in December of 1833, was republished in 
England ; and, as I perceived by Bent's * Literary Advertiser,' was 
in a second edition in the month of August of 1834. The Number 
of the * Quarterly Journal ' containing the review of the book is dated 
July, 1834. The first London edition I have never seen; — the se- 
cond is now before me. As the publisher has stated in an adver- 
tisement to this last edition, that ** no alteration has been made either 
in the matter or the arrangement," it is not material whether the 
reyiew was made of the first or second London edition. But as the 
British publisher has made no allusion to the trans-atlantic origin of 
the work, and has taken the liberty to omit a portion of my preface 
and substitute something of his own, which has subjected me to the 
cliarge of plagiarism, from the reviewer, I deem it a duty to myself 
to ask of you, the acknowledgment of the injustice done to me by 
the publisher, in the suppression of that portion of my preface which 
is not embraced in the English copy. The passages suppressed are 
as follow : 

' The author is encouraged to believe that the plan will be favour- 
ably received, if it leads the pupil to think, or removes any of the 
difi^ulties which lie in the way of those who are just turning their 
attention to composition. Justice requires the acknowledgment 
that some hints have been derived, and some extracts have been 
taken, from Walker's 'Teachers' Assistant,' Booth's * Principles of 
English Composition,' and Jardine's * Outlines of a Philosophical 
Education ;' but the plan and the geueral features of the work are 
believed to be new.' 

' The book is designed as the sequel to a grammar, which will be 

* The only acknowledgements made in Mr. J. R. Priestley's first edition, 
which we can find, are in foot-notes, pp. 64, 60, 84. [This note is not in the 
Review, No. XV., p. 136 : it is added here by the editor to make the statement 
as complete and accurate as he caa.] 
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shortly published, on a plan in some respects different from any 
now in use. It therefore pre«uppo8es some acquaintance with 
syntax, althoug^h the practical exercises under most of the lessons, 
can be performed with tolerable facility by those who have but a 
slender knowledge of any part of grammar. 
• Bostm^ June, 1832/ 

In lieu of the above paragraphs the English preface contains the 
following passage: 

^ Among the best works on Rhetoric, the author has availed him- 
self of several extracts from Booth's * Principles of English Compo- 
sition ;' for which, as not being noticed in their respective places^ 
this general acknowledgment is made.' 

This unjust substitution has led the reviewer to make the follow^ 
ing assertion : (p. 136th of the review.) 

• Nearly the whole of these three lessons, (SDth, 36th, and 37th,y 
as well as lessons 20th, 21st, and 23rd,' (he means the 22nd instead 
of the 23rd, for the 23rd is wholly original, and even the 22nd is 
indebted to Walker for the model only ; which, en passanty is a very 
indifferent one,) * are taken from Walker's ^ English Themes and 
Essays;' and we are obliged to add, for the most part without 
acknowledgment. Even the models, the themes, the skeletons, the 
subjects, are all appropriated with only very slight alterations. We 
must, however, do Mr. Parker the justice to say that his alterations 
are improvements, for Mr. Walker's language is oflen inelegant and 
occasionally incorrect. We strongly disapprove of the principle of 
taking piecemeal from another work; but when such a thin»: is 
done, without being properly acknowledged, it is what we feel our- 
selves called upon to condemn/ 

If the reviewer is sincere in this last assertion, he will not be un- 
willing to render to me the justice which I ask ; for he must see by 
the preceding statements, that the English publisher has taken my 
preface * piecemeal,' without its * being properly acknowledged.* He 
will likewise perceive that I have given credit to Mr. Walker, and 
to others also, — and that the charge of appropriating without ac- 
knowledgment, is wholly unfounded. 

The reviewer asserts (p. 136th of the 'Journal,') that *the only 
portion of Mr. Parker's book which can be considered new is com- 
prised in the early lessons.' 

To this assertion I have only to reply, that nine out of the forty 
lessons, into which the book is divided, are derived from hints given 
or extracts taken from the authors whose names are mentioned in 
my preface. The remaining thirty-one lessons are entirely ori- 
ginal ; or if ever suggested by others, I did not know it when I 
wrote them, and am still ignorant of the fact. 

Again, the reviewer says (p. 133rd), *had the title of Mr. Par- 
ker's book been * Exercises in Rhetoric,' we should have had less to 
say about its defects. We have no objection to rhetoric being in- 
cluded in an elementary work on composition, but it should un- 
doubtedly occupy a subordinate place to grammar.' To this I 
raply, that my preface states that ' the book is designed as a sequel 

22 
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to a fframmar which will shortly be published,' &c. — and in the se- 
cond part of this {j^rammar (the first part of which I have very 
recently published ) he will find that I have endeavoured to render 
grammar subservient to rhetoric, and that all his sugg^estions 
(seepages 131 and 132 of the review,) with regard to the lessons 
• illustrative of the etymological changes in words, and of the general 
principles of Syntax,' of the * structure of sentences,' &c., in which 
he says ' Mr. Parker's Exercises are very defective,* have been anti- 
cipated and are embraced. 

The reviewer says (p. 127,) that the use of the active participle 
is * erroneously called the case absolute.' My authority for the use 
of that term is Murray's fifth note to his first rule of Syntax. The 
suggestion with regard to the addition of ' a lesson on punctuation,' 
(p. 137th of the review) is embraced, as it ought to be, in the plan 
of the second part of the grammar, which is now in the press. 

I trust that the editors of a highly respectable Journal, ^ published 
under the superintendence of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge/ will have the magnanimity to endeavour to undo the 
act of injustice of which that Journal has been guihy toward me in 
the unfounded charge of plagiarism contained in the review of my 
little book. I cannot conceal the pride that I feel, in the high com- 
mendation bestowed upon my book in the fourth paragraph of the 
I24th page of the review ; but I regret that the subsequent state- 
ments required me in self-defence, to state how little I am indebted 
to others for the merits or defects of the work. 

Before I had seen the review or the English edition, I addressed 
a copy of the stereotype edition published in this city, to Mr. John 
11. Priestley, 47, High Holborn, near Brownlow-street, who, as 
Bent's Advertiser informed me, is the English publisher. My 
object in sending it to him was, that he might avail himself of the 
last additions, &c. With it I sent to Mr. Priestley a copy of the 
first part of my grammar, entitled * Progressive Exercises in English 
Grammar/ containing the principles of Analysis, or English Pars- 
ing. Part 2nd will contain the Synthesis, or construction of English 
Sentences ; and part 3rd, the Prosody of the Language. These two 
parts are now in the press. 

To return to the Exercises in Composition, I would observe, that 
the English copy is an exact reprint of the American, with the ex- 
ception of the omission of my title as Principal of the Franklin 
Grammar School, Boston, and the substitution in the title-page of 
an extract from Whately's Rhetoric, for what I consider the more 
appropriate motto in the American copy, namely, " Ordo et modus 
omnia breviora reddunt." A few verbal changes, of a merely na- 
tional character occur in several pages, such as the substitution of 
the name of Mr. Curran, an Irish orator, for that of Mr. Otis,. an 
American (p. 48th of the English, and 52nd of the American copy.) 
The difference of the paging arises from the fact that the former 
commences at the first lesson and the latter at the title-page. 

You will excuse, I trust, the liberty I have taken in tlius address- 
ing you at such length ; and permit me to hope that in some future 



Exercises in English Composition. 341 

Number of the Journal of Education, some notice may be taken of 
the communication with which I have troubled you. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
Thomas Coates, Esq. R. G. Parker. 

Sec. Soc. DifF. U.K. 

Neither the reviewer nor the editor knew that Mr. Parker's 
Exercises was an American work : in the English reprint this 
fact is entirely suppressed. The Jirst English edition is 
that which was reviewed, as will appear from Mr. Parker's 
dates. All that is quoted by Mr. I^arker from the preface 
of the American edition, is omitted in the preface to this 
first English edition. Nor does the preface to this first 
English edition contain a reference to Mr. Booth's Prin- 
ciples of English Composition, which reference Mr. John 
R. Priestley has inserted in the Preface of his second edition, 
as we learn from Mr. Parker's letter. We have not seen 
Mr. John R. Priestley's second edition. 

Mr. John R. Priestley, we take it for granted, saw the 
article in the Journal, in which Mr. Parker was blamed 
for taking from others without acknowledgment. We 
assume that he saw it, because the book was forwarded by 
him to the editor, in the same way that works are often sent 
to the editors of other periodicals ; and because publishers in 
such cases have generally curiosity enough to see what is said 
of their books. Mr. J. R. Priestley has inserted^ in the preface 
to his second edition, an acknowledgment, so far as Mr. Booth's 
work is concerned. From this fact we infer that his atten- 
tion had been directed to the circumstance of Mr. Booth's 
name being omitted, and to the propriety of inserting it. 
It is rather singular that Mr. J. R. Priestley, while amending 
his preface inpart, did not amend it altogether, by inserting 
the whole, or at least, the substance of the original preface ; 
especially as he must, we presume, have seen the Number 
of the Journal which contained the review of Parker's 
Exercises, before his own second edition was fairly out. 
When Mr. J. R. Priestley mutilated the American author's 
title-page, suppressed his preface, and put one of his own 
in its place, it is very probable that he did not foresee the 
consequences of this act. We are very willing to suppose 
that he did not intend to do the author any injury ; and we 
take it for granted, that he did not wish to do anything that 
might impair the character or injure the sale of his own book. 
Still we think that Mr. J. R. Priestley, in his eagerness to get 
rid of the American preface, lost sight of his own interest ; for 
he laid his book open to the charge of being rather exercises 
in rhetoric than anything else, which objection could not 
have been made^ at least without qualifications^ had the 
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American author been allowed to speak for himself. It trould 
appear that the English publisher's original design iti making 
certain changes and omissions, was simply to pass off the 
work as an English publication^ either because he conceived 
that under this assumed character it might circulate more 
widely and so do more good ; or^ it may be, that it was 
thought advisable to give it the appearance of an English 
book^ with the view of preventing any reprint or any new 
edition of the work in England. Accordingly, we find the 
author*8 designation omitted in the title-page, and a quo- 
tation from Whately's Rhetoric (a well-known English work) 
placed there ; his preface struck out to make way for one 
entirely different ; and further, the name of Otis, an Ame- 
rican, (which occurs in the body of the work,) replaced by 
that of Curran, an Irish orator.* 

But the act of Mr. J. R. Priestley assumes a very different 
character, when we find him allowing a charge of plagiarism 
against Mr. Parker to circulate uncontradicted for more than 
half a year, through Great Britain and the United States, 
when he, Mr. J. R. Priestley, was one of the few persons 
who could disprove the charge, — when he was the sole cause, 
by his own deliberate act, of the charge being made. Instead 
of confessing his fault, and doing all he could to make amends, 
the English publisher has remained silent, and left the 
American author to make his complaint to the Journal in 
which he was accused. In making the charge, we went upon 
the evidence furnished by Mr. J. R. Priestley, which on any 
future occasion we shall certainly be less ready to receive. 
We hope that the present statement will, as far as it is pos- 
sible, make reparation to the author for anv injury which we 
may have done him ; and we hope, too, that it may tend to 
check such offences as that which Mr. J. R. Priestley has 
committed. Mr. J. R. Priestley may indeed say, that as to 
suppressing f American authors* names, and garbling pre- 
jFaces he has not set the example, at least, if the present 
is his first attempt in this line ; he has only improved upon it. 

* Wb have just discovered a passage in Mr. J. R. Priestley's edition, which 
we did not notice before, and which we believe the English publisher either 
overlooked, or did not understand ; either supposition may be true. If he had 
seen ahd understood it, we have no doubt he could have changed an American 
revolution into an Irish rebellion, as dexterously as he has transformed an 
American into an Irish orator. The example is in p. 20, No. 6:^1 have seen, 
in different parts of the Atlantic country, the breast- works, and other defences 
of earth, that were thrown np by our people during the war of the Revolution.' 

f See one instance given in this Journal, Not I. p. 170, in the case of Richaid 
Priestley, High Holborn^ and another in this Journal, No, IV. p. 33 1, in the 
case of Mr. W hittaker. 
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321 


• 






1834-5 


1800 


5: 


)3 5; 


^1 368 


308 


Beme^.f... 


Canton of B. 
Switzerland 


1834 


1834 


208 




• . • 


> • . . 


. . 


Bonn •••••<• 


Prussia 


1780 
R.1818 


1819 
1820 


45 
402 








. * 
• • 








1825 


749 




• . < 


t • . . 


• • 








1828-9 


1002 


4: 


37 2; 


36 262 


143 








1829-30 


977 




» ■ 


■ . • . 


. • 


• 






1832 


904 


3i 


33 2^ 


19 140 


118 


• 






1832-3 


774 




* • « 


1 . t . 


. • 








1833-4 


874 


3 


14 2( 


>9 152 


114 


• 






1834-5 


877 


3( 


)6 2J 


r3 164 


116 


Breslau ••... 


Prussia 


1702 


1818 


500 


4 


» . 


t . , * • 


• • 


• 


• 




1829 


1147 


5^ 


11 3( 


35 104 


137 








1831 


1114 


5S 


26 3] 


16 114 


158 








1832 


1013 


4; 


ro 2i 


t9 109 


175 








1833 


941 


4( 


>3 2( 


)3 106 


109 




• 




1834 


875 


41 


29 2: 


38 102 


106 


Brussels}.. •• 


Belgium.... 


1834 


• • 


• . 


1 








ChArkoff .... 


Russia • . . • . 


1803 


1830 
1831 
1832 
1833-4 


308 
313 
320 
464 


1 

< 

< 








Christiania •• 


Norway • • . . 


1811 
R.1818 


1818 
1832 


149 
500 


i 








Copenhagen . 


Denmark . . . 


1438 


1815-20 


..| 


1 








- 






1828 


578 










Cracow 


Republic of C 


• • 


1833 


270 


( 








Dorpat 


Russia 


1632 


1815 


310 


1 












R.1803 


1829 


628 


i 


)i i 


^4 207 


227 



* No letuins published ; students bdieyed not to exceed 100. 

f Besides in each year non-matriculated students attending special courses. In 
many foreign universities the students are not required to matriculate for any particular 
faculty ; and hence the discrepancies in many instances between the matriculationi 
and the total numbers. | Opened the 15th Not. 1834. 

i Opened the 20th Noy. 1834. || ATecaged by Stein at 700. 
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Litt of Univertitiet, 





SUte la whteh 
situated. 


D«t« of In- 
MitutloB or 
RcaonUoa. 


Tear. 


Total 

Number 

orstu- 

denU. 


MATBICULATIONS. 


VaiTertltlM. 


DlTlntty. 


Uw. 


MedicHM 

and 
Surgery. 


Phlloio- 

plilcal 

Scienca, 

Ac 


Dorpat eont, . 






1830 


529 


• • 


• • 


. . 


« • 








1831 


619 


• . 


. . 


. • 


• • 








1832 


590 


55 


64 


252 


219 








1833 


539 


49 


44 


287 


159 








1834 


549 


' 48 


45 


302 


154 


Krlangen .... 


Bavaria . . . 


1743 


1815 
1817 
1834 


227 
att200 
413 


• • 

• * 


• • 


. « 


• • 

• • 


Freiburg .... 


Baden 


1456 


1818 


273 


• . 


• . 


• . 


• • 








1829 


627 


203 


96 


182 


146 








1830 


865 


387 


232 


134 


112 








1831 


569 


202 


110 


146 


101 








1833 


484 


175 


79 


133 


97 








1834 


434 


137 


68 


138 


91 








1835 


445 


115 


82 


155 


93 


Ghent .^•... 


Belgium . . . 


1816 


1823 


395 


• * 


• • 


. • 


• • 


Giessen ..... 


Hesse- Darm- 
stadfc 


1607 


1818 
1829 
1832 . 


241 

558 
402 


a . 
. « 


■ • 
• * 




• • 

• • 








1834 • 


362 


94 


91 


69 


91 


Gdtiingen • . . 


Hanover ... 


1734 


1812 


1165 


• . 


• . 


• • 


. • 








1828 


»btl500 


. . 


• • 


• • 


• • 








1831 


920 


235 


354 


206 


125 








1832 


847 


227 


321 


167 


132 








1834 


860 


68* 


93* 


59* 


58* 








1835 


878 










Griltz 


Austria .... 


1586 
R.1826 


1828 


321 










Greifswald 


Prussia .... 


1456 


1818 
1827 
1829 
1833-4 


55 
160 
183 
219 










Grdningen .. 


Holland .... 


• • 


1830 
1831 


284 
314 










Halle 


Prussia .... 


1694t 


1816 
1829 


500 
1330 
















1833 


868 


530 


168 


89 


81 








1834 


842 


521 


162 


95 


64 


Heidelberg .. 


Baden 


1386 


1819 


603 


. . 


• • 


• . 


• • 


* % 






1823 


587 


55 


340 


47 


95 


' « 






1831 


923 


71 


499 


250 


103 


k • 






1833 


828 


75 


406 


256 


91 


• • 






1834 


518 










Helsiogfoist. 


Russia 


1828 


1832 

1833 


420 
422 










Jena 


Weimar . . , . 


1587 


1818-19 
1832 


669 
583 
















1833 


485 


22i 


141 


67 


56 






• 


1834 


441 


196 


130 


68 


47 


Innsbruck ... 


Austria 


1672 
R.1825 


1828 


352 


• . 


• • 


• . 


• • 



* New matriculations. f University of Wittemberg united with it in 1817. 

I Transferred from Abo after the fire in 1827. 
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• 


' state Jn which 
■itttated. 

J 


i 

Date of In- 
stitution or 
Renovation. 


Tear. 


Total 
Number 
of Stu- 
dents. 


! . MATRICULATIONS. 


Univenitle*. 

1 
• 1 


Divinttj. 


Uir. 


tfedi< 

an 

Surgi 


Bin* Ph»lo»0- 


KasanorO^OD 


Russia 


1803 


1816 ^ 


130 


• « 


. ■ . 


< 




\ 


i 




1830 
1831 
1832 
1834 


113 
146 
100 
209 






i 




Kiel 


Denmark . . • 


1665 


1819 


111 










• 


* a t 




1833 


294 


110 


100 




ro 14 








1834 


3-21 


no 


123 




76 11 








1835 


293 


95 


99 




^3 26 


Kiew* 


Russia 


1833 


1835 


300 


• • 


• • 






Konigsburg.. 


Prussia* .... 


1544 


1818 


300 


• . 


• • 






' . . 


■ » " » 




1829 


452 


. . 


• • 












1830 


416 


215 


114 




19 68 








1831 


471 


• • 


■ • 












1834 


480 


• a 


• • 






Leipzig 


Saxony .... 


1409 


1819 


1000 


and Up 


wards 






» 


. . 




1831 
1832 


1436 
1400 




• • 

• • 












1834 


1307 


. . 


• • 






Lemberg .... 


Austria 


1784 
R.1817 


1833 


1311 


485 


242 


li 


35 399 


Leyden 


Holland. ... 


1575 


1830 


684 


. . 


• • 




• • • • 


. . 






1831 
1834 


791 
745 


• • 

• • 


• • 




• • • • 








1835 


647 


212 


250 


i: 


n 54 


Liege .•*... 


Belgium • . . 


1816 


1828 


511 


• . 


• • 




» • • • 


Lo.uvain .... 


Belgium ... 


1426 


1828 


651 


• • 


. . 




> . • • 


Luqd ....... 


Sweden .... 


1666 


1794 
1819 


360 
600 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 




. • • • 








1829 


640 


148 


108 




U 145 








1833 


639 


103 


101 




S9 138 








1834 


596 


108 


130 




50 160 


Malines ..... 


Belgium . . . 


1834 


• '» 


. • 










Marburg .... 


Elect. Hess« 


1527 


1818 


200 










1 • . , 






1827 

1832 
1833 


350 

to 370 

362 

422 






, 




Moscow • • . . 


Russia 


1755 


1829 
1830 
1833 


716 
754 
900 










Muuich • . . • • 


Biivaria «... 


1826t 


1826 


1369 












• 




1830 


1854 
















1831 


1915 


493 


525 


2: 


fb 562 








1832 


1585 


• • 


• • 




t . • . 








1833 


1592 


344 


469 


3^ 


12 437 i 








1834 


1502 


234 


450 


3( 


)5 364 








1835 


1433 


218 


415 


3{ 


35 385 


Miinster .... 


Prussia • . . • 


1631 


1827 
1829 


399t 
361 




• • 

• • 


4 


1 • •• 



* Opened 1834. f Transferred from Landeshut and Ingolstadt. 

I Principally Roman Catholic Diyinity, and Medicine. 



846 



lAtt of UnivtnMt*. 





stats la which 
sltnated. 


Data of Ib- 
■titutJoB or 
BonofatioB. 


Tmt. 


Total 
Nunbor 
ofSttt- 

dentj. 




MATRICULATIONfl 


. 


UnlvmitiMt 


DiTlBitf. 


Law. 


ModlcfaM 

and 
Surgerj. 


Fhilow- 

fdiioal 

Scieaoes, 

Ac; 


Olmiitx 


Austria* •.,. 


1581 
R.1827 


1833 


682 


• • 


• • 


* • 


• • 


Pesth 


Austria •••. 


1633 


1815 


812 


75 


205 


172 


360 








1833.4 


1666 


33 


224 


930 


387 








1834-5 


1610 


72 


184 


885 


409 


Petersburg .. 


Russia « • • • • 


1819 


1827 
1830 
1832 
1834 


177 
202 
310 
206 


« • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


Prague 


Austria • • • . 


1348 


1817 
1825 


879 
1449 




* • 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


Rottock • • • . 


Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin 


1419 


1820 
1830 


80 
abt.llO 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


Tubingen.*.. 


Wiirtemburg 


1477 


1821 


740 


• • 


. t 


• • 


• • 








1829 


874 


• • 


• • 


• • 


. • 








1830 


887 


396 


103 


166 


222 




, 




1833 


822 


• • 


• • 


• . 


• • 








1834 


756 


342 


72 


173 


169 








1835 


734 


289 


82 


166 


181 


Upsala •••••• 


Sweden ••«. 


1478 
R.1595 


1768.77 
1820 


534 
1297* 


• • 




•*• 


• • 

• • 




, 




1829 


1443* 


315 


386 


111 


354 




, 


V 


1831 


830 1 


. • 


. • 


. • 


• • 








1833 


1381 


269 


304 


159 


368+ 








1834 


1303 


245 


331 


150 


328t 


Utrecht 


Holland • • • . 


1634 


1818 
1830 


198 
476 


• • 

• • 


* • 


« • 
• • 


• • 

• • 








1831 


519 


• . 


* • 


• • 


• • 








1834-5 


553 


154 


73 


53 


273 


Vienna} ••.. 


Austria 


1365 


1817 
1826 


110311 
1954 




• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 








1832 


1619 


309 


332 


519 


459 


Warzburg , , . 


Bavaria . • • . 


1403 


1831 


605 


159 


99 


230 


117 






R.1582 


1832 
1834 
1835 


521 

402 
408 


118 


109 

• • 

• • 


244 

• • 


50 

• • 


ZUri€h^.r.. 


Canton of Z. 


1833 


1834 


164 


• . 


• . 


• • 


• • 




Switzerland. 

















* On the books. f Present. 

X The remaining students had not entered to any particular faculty, 
i In the year 1832 the eight Austrian Univernties ^vere attended by 20^603 students, 
inclusive of students of the fine arts, in the ecclesiastical seminaries, &c., not matriculated. 

II In Italy— Pavia, 1831, 1300; Padua, do. 410. 
% 54 professors and lecturers ; yearly expense 5870/. 
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Proportion between the Number of Students in each State and the 

Population^ 1834-5. 



State*. 



Russia 

Switzerland 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin . 

Aiutria •• •••. 

Prossia ..«..»....•... 
Belgium .«•<•.•...«* 

Denmark 

WUrtemburg ......... 

Grand Duchy of Hesse . 
Bavaria «•••<••«..... 

Hanover . . • • 

Sweden and Norway • • . 

Holland 

Electorate of Hesse • . . 
Baden • • . . . 

Saxe-Weimar, "J 

CoburgGotha, J 

i— Meiningen H. ) 



Saxony 



Population. 



52,000,000 

2,100,000 

464,000 

35,000,000 

13,400,000 

4,100,000 

2,000,000 

1,620,000 

740,000 

4,200,000 

1,600,000 

4,100,000 

2,482,000 

650,000 

1,230,000 

542,000 

1,580,000 



Number of 
Unhrenitle*. 



127,901,500 



7 
3 
1 
9 

7t 
5 

2t 
It 
If 
3t 

H 
3 

3t 
It 
2t 

It 

52 



Matriculated 
Students. 



3050 

470 

110 

9000 

5500 

1700 

870 

730 

360 

2300 

880 

2400 

1520 

420 

960 

440 

1300 

32,280 



In ereiy I7i000 touli. 



about 1 

80 

— 3 100 

— 4 

37 

-. 4 ^ 
about 7 



do. 7 



— 7 



11 



«• 



8 ^ 

9 — 

9 • • • 



— 9 



UL 



nearly 10 

— 10 

nearly 11 



— 10 rr: 



-13^ 



80 

— 13 ~ 



nearly 14 



Average 4^00 



N. B. In all the Universities which have f affixed to their names, there are many 
German students and others who are not subjects of the States to which those institutions 
belong. The average proportion may be estimated at one-tenth of the respective 
number of students . 



MISCELLANEOUS 



FOREIGN. 



PRANCE. 

Paris. — Rapid progress is making in the education of the lower 
classes. The principal object pro})osed to be attained in the infant 
asylums is to accustom the inmates from their earliest years to 
industry and obedience. There were not more than seven of these 
establishments in the year 1833; but at present there are nineteen 
of them, which are attended by 3500 children. The documents laid 
before the municipal council of Paris give the subequent view of 
the statistics of education in its public institutions for the year 
1984, beginning with the lowest class, and closing with the colleges 
attached to the University of Paris. 

Asylums founded and supported by the administrators of the 
hospitals 19 ; number of children received 3500. 

Schools for Children maintained by the city of Paris 49 ; and by 
the hospitals 71 ; total 120; number of pupils 25,035. 

Adult Schools, maintained by the city of Paris 19 ; and by the 
hospitals 7 ; total 26 ; number of pupils 1898. 

Independently of these establishments, the authorities have 
founded 29 schools of industry {ouvroirs), in which 1595 girls, 
between the ages of twelve and fifteen, are taught to work at the 
needle. 

Colleges^ 7 in number, attended by 4932 pupils, of whom 1873 
are boarded and lodged in the colleges, and 3059 are day-scholars. 

The whole number of these several establishments is 172, and 
that of the individuals attending them 36,960. 

Lyons. — ^The Academy of this town, a branch of Uie University 
of France, has opened a faculty of science, which began its courses 
in January, in the Palais de St. Pierre, where the lecture^ are 
delivered until a definitive site is fixed upon. The classes in 
chemistry and experimental philosophy will not be opened before a 
laboratory and other requisite means are provided. 

Rouen. — The Society of Emulation in this town has established 
three gratuitous courses for young men engaged in trade or me- 
chanical pursuits. The subjects at present taught are commercial 
law, book-keeping, and mechanics. Other courses, which will 
complete a system of instruction adapted to the pupil's station in 
life, will hereafter be set on foot. 
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French Academy. — The members have been placed in a singular 
situation by a clause in the will of their late colleague, M. Arnault. 
It is dated on the 18th of February, 183t, and is to the following 
effect: ' I entreat the French Academy, which has so much 
honoured me by the constant and intrepid interest it has evinced 
towards me during my exile, and which has restored me with the 
least possible delay to that station among its members of which I 
had been deprived by a contemptible stretch of power, to accept this 
last expression of my respectful gratitude. It would set the last 
seal to my aspirations if it met my liveliest and most ardent wish, 
by granting the seat which will become vacant by my decease to 
the author of Regulus, Peter of Portugal, Catherine of Medicis, and 
the Death of Tiberius. It may be possible that these works, which 
have often earned the applause of good taste, and have never done 
violence to good sense, may be considered sufficient grounds for 
justifying this testimony of its regard, which I solicit from the depth 
of my grave. I will not add to these considerations, that I solicit 
it in behalf of my own son.' M. Lucien Arnault, the son here 
named, transmitted a copy of the clause to every individual of 
the Academy, and Dupaty, one of the candidates for the vacant seat, 
was in consequence induced to withdraw. In spite of the appeal, 
however, Lucien did not prove successful at the ballot of the 22nd 
January last. 

University Budget, — ^The budget of the Minister of Public 
Instruction, for the year ending 1836, includes the same items of 
expenditure as those for 1835, which amounted to 12,291,629 francs, 
or about 491,665/. There is an addition to the budget for the 
former year of 28,000/. (700,000 fr.), which are applicable to the 
purposes of national education {instruction primaire). In all other 
respects, the budgets for the two years are precisely similar. It 
appears by a report to the king, which is attached to the present 
budget, that the minister is desirous of a grant of 6000/. (1 50,000 fr.) 
towards the establishment of district colleges (colleges communaux) ; 
but the legislature decline to vote this sum until they have first de- 
cided upon the system to be pursued with regard to the class of 
secondary instruction: the primary, it will be remembered, forms 
the elementary education, and approximates in character to that 
of our national and Lancasterian schools. M. Guizot has also 
added his report to the king on the measures prescribed with 
a view to investigate and publish the most valuable inedited 
records illustrative of French history: and he closes the 'ap- 
pendices with a return of the functionaries and other official 
persons who are resident in the several buildings and establish-, 
ments within the cognizance of the Minister of Public Instruc- 
tion, or under the roof of the University buildings themselves. 
This return shows that 58 individuals reside in th^ public libraries 
in Paris; 78 in the Museum of Natural History; and 29 in other 
literary and scientific establishments, such as the Institute, the 
College of France, the Royal Academy of Physic, and the Boardi of 
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Longitude. The residents in the building* belonging to the Uni- 
versity consist of 7 rectors or inspectors of academies, 10 professors 
of the faculty of law at Paris, 9 deans or professors of the other 
faculties, 21 secretaries or apparitors of academies and faculties, 
and 44 persons otherwise employed in the service. The whole 
number gratuitously housed is 91. 

Strasburo. — School for the Children of Beggar$,'^The Anti- 
Mendicity Society in this town have very wisely included schools 
for gratuitous instruction in their arrangements ; and we are gra« 
tified to learn that they have already done much good. These 
schools consist of 

2 schools of a superior class, attended by • 69 pupils. 
4 intermediate schools for boys • .447 

I evening school for young mechanics • 89 
4 girls' schools with a needle-work school 361 

The Society has likewise opened 966 

8 receptacles or asylums, containing • 1113 
1 school and asylum in the citadel • 89 

In all 20 establishments, containing • • 2168 pupils. 

A meeting of this active society was held on the 28th of Decem- 
ber last, when prizes were given to 305 boys and girls, principally 
as a reward for their good conduct, application, and general assi- 
duity. The prizes consisted of articles of clothing, which were 
almost exclusively contributed by the benevolence of female friends 
to the institution. The ladies who act as patronesses and inspec- 
tors on the several committees, and have come forward to assist 
the teachers iu their schools, got the little bundles of clothing 
together, and adjusted their contents in such a way, that their 
value was as nearly proportioned as possible to the merits of the 
candidates. 



JewUh Schools, — From an account given by M. Cahen, the 
director of the Jewish seminary at Paris, it appears that no Jewish 
school was regularly organizeil in France before the year 1817; 
they were at that time mere private speculations, mostly in very 
unqualified hands, and not subject to any superior control ; and no* 
thing was taught in them but the Bible and Talmud. Metz, in the 
first place, and Paris next, established public schools for the indi* 
gent children of Hebrew parents ; and the example has since been 
followed by several other French towns, particularly in Lorraine 
and Alsace. Nearly 2000 boys attend these establishments in the 
last mentioned provinces; and we may add to these 2000 those 
Jewish children who attend private schools kept by masters of their 
own persuasion, Christian seminaries, and institutions of a supe- 
rior class. 



Munificent BeqimtBr-^Th^ Iftte M. Oupuytreo, the vao^t eminent 
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French snirgeon of the present day, has not only bequeathed 
a sum of 8000/. (200,000 francs) for endowing a professorship of 
medico-surgical pathology in Paris, but has left 20,000/. (500,000 
francs) for the establishment of an asylum for twelve aged 
medical practitioners. 

University of Paris.— The present number of students registered 
in the faculty of medicine is 4500, and in that of jurisprudence 
upwards of 5000. The Polytechnic School has 302 pupils. 

BELGIUM. 

The 'Moniteur Beige' of the 2nd February contdns four ordi- 
nances ; one of which directs that a national museum shall be 
formed at Brussels, for the purpose of receiving the roost distin- 
guished productions of Belgian painters, sculptors, engravers, and 
architects ; the second directs that a triennial exhibition of paint- 
ings, sculptures, engravings, architectural designs, and lithographical 
publications shall be held in the same city, from the 1st of Septem- 
ber to the l0t of October — the first exhibition being fixed for the 
year 1636. The third ordinance establishes a board of commisr 
sioners, who are to advise with the minister of the home department 
on the subject of repairing such natioual monuments as are me- 
morable on account of their antiquity, the recollections associated 
with them, or their importance as works of art, &c. And the 
fourth authorises the minister of the home department to employ 
native artists in executing statues of the most illustrious Belgians, 
and orders these statues to be placed in the Museum or other 
national edifices. 



Jd2ilt Female SchooL — A school for adult females of the labour- 
ing class was opened in Brussels on the 1st of Februaiy last, when 
fifty pupils were admitted. None will be received but those who 
can read and write, nor will a greater number be admitted for 
the next two months, by the end of which time it is expected that, 
out of those fifty, a sufilicient number of monitresses will be in 
readiness to assist. Females of all ages mil hereafter be allowed 
to attend free of expense, provided they bring undeniable charac- 
ters with them. They will be instructed in reading, writing, 
spelling, Christian morals, and such manual employments as are 
suitable to their sex and station in life. A normal school, set on foot 
by the benevolent individuals who have founded the adult female 
school, — was opened on the Ist of March, and is conducted without 
any expense to those who attend it. Its object is, by affording a more 
comprehensive range of instruction to such females as are desirous 
of becoming teachers in schools and private families than has been 
hitherto within their reach, to render unnecessary the assistance of 
males in the education of females. With this view, distinct branches 
of study are open to the attendance of the pupils. Those branches for 
which present provision has been made consist of history, geogra- 
phyi chroiK>l<^yi literature, grammar, log^Ci styLsi literary oompo* 
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sition, and arithmetic, for each of which separate classes have been 
formed. It is intended likewise to form clacses for foreign lan- 
guages and elegant accomplishments. A separate course will be 
established in which the science of education will be taught. The 
pupils are at liberty to attend the whole or any portion of the 
several courses, but none will be admitted who have not, to a cer- 
tain extent, been educated. 

HOLLAND. 

Invention of Stereotype Printing. — Baron Westreenen van 
Tiellandt, who has already distinguished himself by several publi- 
cations on the origin and early progress of the typographical art, 
has lately added to them a * Rapport sur les Recherches rela- 
tives k 1' Invention premiere et k Tusage le plus ancien de 
rimprimerie St^r(k>type.' This work is the result of a commission, 
which the Dutch government gave him, to inquire into the ear- 
liest use of stereotype printing, with a view to ascertain whether 
Holland could fairly lay claim to the merit of the invention. 
The baron, in his present work, first mentions the attempts 
made by the celebrated Didot of Paris, when printing Callet's 
logarithmic tables, and shows that he cannot be considered the 
inventor of the stereotype art. He next proceeds to notice the 
previous discoveries of Carez, the printer, our countryman Tii- 
loch, and more particularly Ged, the Edinburgh printer, whose 
duodecimo edition of Sallust in the year 1739 is quoted by Camus 
in his * Histoire du Polytypage,' as one of the first essays made 
in this branch of typography. Whatever merit may attach to 
any of these attempts, it appears evident, from the careful in- 
vestigation through which the baron has waded, that they were 
of a date long subsequent to the attempts made by a German 
clergyman, the Rev. John Muller of Le3'den, who died in that 
town in the year 1710. This individual so fully matured his 
invention, as not only to incorporate every page of type into a 
solid mass by metal-casting at the back of it, but to take off casts 
from the face of the type itself; he was assisted by his son William, 
and as early as the year 1701, produced a small book of prayers, writ- 
ten in Dutch, by J. Havermans, which was stereotyped throughout. 
This was not the only essay he made ; for it has been now ascer- 
tained beyond all question, that Schaaf 's ' New Testament and 
Lexicon* in the Synac, a Dutch Bible both in folio and quarto, and 
an English folio Bible, were printed by him or his son, in stereo- 
type, between the years 1708 and 1715. Baron Westreenen 
refers; in proof of this assertion, to several plates of these books 
which are still in existence ; they were collected by him in the 
course of his researches, and are now preserved in the Royal 
Library at the Hague, of which he is the keeper. He gives three 
specimens, actually printed from the plates in question, in his 
report. A fourth plate contains a fac-simile of the hand- writing 
of the celebrated scholar Prosper Marchand, who expressly assigns 
the priority of the invention to the reverend divine, and pointedly 
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speaks of its peculiar applicability to the printing of Bibles, New 
Testaments, Psalters, &c. The baron has had the good sense to 
render this interesting publication more generally accessible by 
giving a French text parallel with the Dutch. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Canton of Zurich. — Seminary for educating JMa«/cr«.— This 
useful institution was opened with much solemnity on the 7th May, 
1832 ; it is established in the town of Kiissnacht, and calculated 
for the reception of between twenty-five and thirty pupils. The 
entire course of study extends over two years, and is conducted 
by a director and an under^master ; but special teachers are called 
in for extra branches of study, which can only be pursued in 
extra hours. No pupil is admitted under the age of sixteen. The 
course comprises Christian doctrine and morals, biblical knowledge, 
and scripture history ; arithmetic, geometry, the science of vocal 
harmony, national history, and such parts of natural history, geo- 
graphy, and agriculture as are generally useful. There is a second 
course, in which the pupils are instructed in the art of teachings 
both theoretically and practically, and this is rendered still more 
effectual by placing them occasionally at the head of classes. The 
education given in this seminary is wholly gratuitous, and the ex- 
pense is defrayed by the canton. The government buildings 
at Kussnacht have been appropriated to this purpose. In order 
that education may not stop at this point, conferences are di- 
rected to be held in every scholastic district, and all teachers and 
candidates for the situation of a teacher are required to assist at 
them. Four of these meetings are held in the course of the year ; 
the subjects which engage their attention, are practical exercises 
in modes of tuition, the reading of papers on topics connected 
with education, whether original or derived from experience in 
other quarters, discussions on any new views or apparent results 
in the conduct of education, and the circulation of approved pub- 
lications for advancing the science of tuition. A director presides 
at every conference ; and the directors themselves assemble once a 
year, under the presidency of the director of the seminary at Kiiss- 
nacht, in order to make the requisite arrangements for the quar- 
terly conferences of the ensuing year. 

We have before us the estimates of the ways and means of this 
canton for the year 1834, which are calculated at 1,333,380 S\v. 
francs, or about 88,900/., as well as of the expenditure, which is 
calculated at 1,281,433 frs. or about 85,440Z. Among the various 
items in these accounts we observe, under the head of 'Public 
Instruction,' the following appropriations : — ^to the gymnasium and 
school of industry 37,740 frs. (25002.), the university (1575/.); 
salaries, fuel, and lights for the cantonal seminaries^ 81,990 frs. 
(5470/.); for educating masters, 8560 frs. (570/,) For 167 
schoolmasters with less than fifty pupils (80 frs. each), 262 with 
more than fifty pupils (100 frs. each), and ten assistants (40 frs. 
each),— in all 39,960 frs. (2665/.) ; a^d for the higher classes gf 
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national ichools 20,000 frs. (1336/.) These estimates are remark* 
able in several points of view. In the first place, the allowances to 
the highest servants of the state are so small, that no individuals 
can be tempted to take office but persons of property, who can 
afford to make up the deficiencies in their yearly stipends by draw- 
ing upon their personal incomes. The burgomaster for instance, 
though ex- officio president of the Diet for 1834, in which capacity 
he received an extra allowance of 270/. (4000 frs.), did not alto- 
gether enjoy a larger income from the state than 375/. (5600 frs.) ; 
a sum totally inadequate to meet the reasonable expences of his office. 
The councillors of government too are not allowed more than 95/. 
a year, which is not half as much as the expenditure which their 
station requires from them. The whole net amount of the public 
revenues does not exceed 1,802,780 francs, about 86,360/., which, 
as the number of inhabitants in the canton is at present about 
225,000, would be but a fraction more than seven shillings and 
eightpence per head. So considerable a portion, however, of these 
revenues is derived from national domains, benefices, regalia, &c. 
that scarcely more than one-third of them proceed from taxes ; and 
the actual sum paid in taxes, is thereby reduced to about two 
shillings and five-pence per head. In fact, not only has Ztirich no 
public debt, but it possesses considerable funds lent out at interest: 
We believe, too, there is no state in Europe which expends, like 
this canton, more upon education, than upon its military establish- 
ments : to the former purpose it devotes 14/. out of every 100/. of 
its expenditure, but to the latter only 10/. 

Basle- Champaign. — ^The government of this canton have just 
published the outlines of a new law for the regulation of the na- 
tional schools ; it proposes that every master should have a suit- 
able and gratuitous dwelling, with firing free, a plot of ground, an 
annual allowance of 250 Swiss francs (about 17/.), and a fee of 
five francs (about 68, 9c/.), from each pupil. The masters will no 
longer be permitted ' to indulge in the sports of the field.' Paro- 
chial ministers are to be bound to give every child of proper age 
weekly instruction for six hours, in history and the German lani^ 
guage; and a school is to be established in every parish. In 
Liechstall (the capital of the canton), Waldenburg, Geiterkihden, 
and Therwil, district-seminaries are to be opened, in which French, 
history, geography, the mathematics, &c. are to be taught ; as well 
as Latin and Greek, where there are not less than three pupils who 
desire it. — (Zurich, 21 January,) 

Bern and Zurich I7nirer«2^te«.-— The latest accounts we possess 
of these two infant institutions, represent them as in a thriving 
state. The students at Bern have entered into a resolution to 
inflict very severe penalties on duelling, a custom which has been 
attended with the most mischievous consequences to many of the 
German universities. Dr. Arnold, professor of anatomy at Heidel- 
berg, one of the most eminent anatomists in Germany, has ac- 
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cepted the chair of anatomy at Bern; and M. Mittler, who lec- 
tured on history at Heidelberg, has been appointed professor of 
that science at Zurich. 



LucBRN.-^There are 165 primary schools in this canton, more 
than one half of which are open both in summer and winter; 
the secondary schools amount to sixteen. The town of Lucern, 
with a population of 6055 souls, possesses five primary schools for 
boys, and as many for girls ; four schools for little children, and 
two secondary schools for both sexes. The number of pupils in all 
these establishments is upwards of 800. Secondary schools have 
been opened in the various districts of the canton, so as to supply, 
as was conceived, the wants of their communities ; but the pupils 
are so greatly on the increase, that the government will soon be 
called upon to make an addition to the number of schools now in 
operation. In spite of the exertions made to improve the state 
of these schools and the means of the masters, there is no master 
at present in a situation to direct the education of more than 130 
pupils. 

ITALY. 

The two Sioilie8.<<— A letter from Milan contains the following 
remarks :—• There is not at present a single parish or cure of 
souls in Lombardy, without a school ; the number has now in- 
creased to 3746.' But our accounts from the two Sicilies show a 
far less satisfactory state of things. The business of national 
education in those quarters is wretchedly in arrear. There is 
many a district and parish there without a single school, and 
thirty populous towns at least have pressing occasion for additions 
to the solitary school, which is allowed them. The instruction of 
females is a point to which scarcely any attention is paid; the 
daughters of the nobility and of civil and military officers alone, 
are admitted into the two royal establishments in Naples ; but the 
middle and lower classes of females are left to depend upon the 
limited stock of information which may be picked up in monas- 
teries and convents. The low state of education may be inferred 
from the fact, that among the two thousand girls and young 
women, who attend the schools in the two Sicilies, there is 
not one in five whose acquirements reach beyond mere reading. 
You will rarely find a single peasant in the Abruzzi, who can 
spell or write his name ; no wonder, therefore, that every at- 
tempt to ameliorate his condition has miscarried ; and you will 
quite as rarely meet with a family in .comfortable circumstances, 
or unencumbered by debts. An indolent unconcern for im- 
provement seems to have laid hold of the entire body and mind 
of this uncivilized region. Ignorance is its universal character- 
istic ; scarcely a book is to be seen in the whole country, for there 
are but two wretched dealers within its bonders, and no pains., 
whatever are taken to excite either a love of knowledge or a spirit 
of emulation. There is abundance of talent in the peopk them- 
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selves, and no quarter of the globe would sooner place itself on a 
level with the most enlightened nations in Europe, if it had the 
advantage of education.' 

Genoa, — The number of students in this university, which is of 
so recent a date as the year 1812, has varied of late years between 
four and live hundred. It is conducted by a *Curatorium' or 
senate, consisting of a president (the Cavaliere L. Provana di 
CoUegno), and five members. There are four professors attached 
to the theological faculty, namely, for scholastics and dogmatics, 
divinity in general and its dogmas, the sacred scriptures, the He- 
brew tongue, and moral theology. In the faculty of jurisprudence 
there are six professorships, namely, two for the pandects, and one 
each for the decretals, commercial law, civil law, and canon law. 
Nine chairs are attached to the faculty of medicine; namely, clinics 
and nosology, botany, natural history, materia medica and forensic 
medicine, pathology and physic, internal clinics and syphilitica! 
diseases, surgery in general, midwifery, and the practice of surgery. 
The faculty of philosophy consists of seven professors, namely, of 
mechanics, chemistry, arithmetic and geometry, Latin elocution 
and Greek, the differential and integral calculus, logic and meta- 
physics, and Italian elocution. There are also seven ' Professor! 
giubilati,' namely, for mathematics, canon law, clinics, technical 
chemistry, anatomy and physiology, divinity and dogmatics of the 
schools, and holy writ and Hebrew. The number of lecturers and 
supplementary professors is eight ; namely, one in the theological 
faculty, one in that of jurisprudence ; two in canon and civil law ; 
three in surgery and medicine ; and one in philosophy, for ancient 
philosophy and mathematics. 

GERMANY. 

Saxont. — ^Two years ago the masters of all the national schools 
in and about Dresden, in conjunction with the directors of the two 
seminaries, called the • Freemason's Institute' and 'Blockmann's 
Institution for Education,' formed a pedagogic society ; the number 
of members lias now increased to 109 regular and seven honorary, 
who hold their n^eetings in one of the larger school-rooms, wher^ 
they discuss topics connected with their profession at stated times. 
The society held the second anniversary of its foundation on the 
30th of January. 

Baden. — Heidelberg in olden times, — Rupert the First elector- 
palatine, whom contemporary chronicles style * a chivalrous prince,* 
and describe as ' magnanimous towards the helpless, a good neigh- 
bour, and of righteous bearing in the spirit of the age,' was the 
founder of this university. In his epistle to Charles the Fifth, 
king of France, he speaks of himself as being a simple layman, ig- 
norant of any tongue besides that of his native country, but taught 
to appriBciate the value and benefits of such an institution, by the 
example of Prague and his intercourse with the emperor Charles 
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the Fourth, whom he had accompanied in several campaigns. He 
entrusted tlie entire organization of his new university to the cele- 
brated Marsilius von Inghen, who had been professor of philosophy 
in Paris, where he had twice filled the office of rector. The semi- 
nary, which this scholar established here in the year 1346, and for 
which he obtained the pope's sanction thirty years afterwards, in 
all probability suggested the foundation of the university. Rupert 
having received the pope's approbation, directed the institution 
to be opened on the ISth of October, 1386; its foundation 
bears date, the 1st of the same month. In the first instance, 
there were but three professors employed: Marsilius von Inghen, 
as professor of the science then in the ascendant, ' scholastic 
philosoph3%* read logic ; Reginald, a Cistercian monk from the 
diocese of Liege, lectured on St. Paul's epistle to Titus ; and 
Heilmann Wunenberg, of Worms, who had obtained the degree of 
master of the liberal arts at Prague, expounded one of the books 
of Aristotle's Natural History. The first lectures were delivered 
on the 19th of October. Scanty as such a beginning may at first 
sight appear, it was by no means so in substance and efficiency ; 
for the scholars of those days frequently poured forth the whole 
store of their attainments upon a subject, professedly of narrow 
compass. On no other grounds can the attendance of upwards of 
five hundred students on the first year's courses at Heidelberg be 
in any way accounted for. Some weeks afterwards we find Ditmar 
von Swerthe lending his assistance by a course on the liberal 
arts ; and before the year had expired, John of Noyt or Noet lec- 
turing on canon law. Rupert having expressly directed, that 
Heidelberg should be modelled af^er the university of Paris, it was 
divided into four faculties : philosophy, theology, law, and physics ; 
and until the year 1393, the rectors were chosen by the teacher 
attached to the faculty of philosophy, which included every branch 
of learning and science which was not connected with either theo- 
logy, law, or physic. Besides the rector, the university had a 
chancellor, whose office and prerogative it was to confer academi- 
cal dignities on such persons as were reported to him as worthy of 
promotion to them, after due examination. The head of the 
chapter of Worms, was ex-officio chancellor, and the first who held 
this station was Conrad of Geylnhausen. There were likewise a 
vice-chancellor, and four conservators, whose office it was to watch 
over and uphold the rights and liberties of the university. The 
professors and burgesses, who boarded students, were exempted 
from certain taxes, and, at Christmas in every year, the various 
lodgings in the town were examined and valued, and no one was 
permitted to receive a higher rent for them than what was then 
fixed. — {Dr, Engelmann^a Heidelberg in Ancient and Modern 
Times,) 

PRUSSIA. 

Berlin. — According to the official return, the number of matri- 
culated students attending this university during the present term 
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vie., from Michaelmas to Easter, 1885, is 1800; of whom 553 
have entered for divinity, 571 for jurispradence, 368 for medicine 
and surgery, and 308 for philosophical sciences. Besides these 
students, the courses are attended hy 75 individuals from other 
universities, whose matriculation remains in suspense, and 554 non- 
matriculated individuals, such as pupils in physic, surgery, and 
pharmacy ; others from the Institute of Frederic- Willi am, and the 
Academies of Architecture, Woods and Forests, Mining, Horti- 
culture, and Arts and Sciences, &c., all of whom are entitled to 
admission to the lectures. The lectures, therefore, are altogether 
attended hy 2354 students, independently of the 75 whose matri* 
culation has not hitherto heen approved. 

Brbslau. — ^The institution, known hy the name of the ' Franke 
Foundation,' comprises the following establishments: — 1. A public 
school for boys and girls, consisting of eight classes, four of which 
form the boys' school, and as many the girls' school ; 2. A female 
school (TochterschtUe) ; 3. A civic school for boys of three classes : 
4. Two gymnasia, namely, the * Latin School,' consisting of six 
classes, and the Royal * F&dagogium,' which also contains six 
classes, together with a pro-gymnasial class ; and 5. A school of 
practical knowledge, or ReaUchule, The number of male and 
female pupils, who are educating in all these establishments during 
the present winter, is 2120; and 508 boys and 16 girls of this 
number are boarded and lodged^ as well as educated upon the 
foundation. There are 132 masters and 12 mistresses employed 
in instructing and taking care of the children. 

BAVARIA. 

Munich. — 20th November. — Though the interval allowed for ma- 
triculation has been extended beyond the fourteen days originally 
fixed, and such students as arrive after its expiration have been 
threatened with expulsion by the hands of the police, we have not 
more than 1300 inscribed on the books, instead of the 1800 or 
1900, who entered the university on former occasions. A variety 
Of circumstances have brought this unfortunate state of things 
about; the government have adopted measures to reduce the 
number of young men who are ambitious of a university education ; 
and they have also issued rigid regulations with a view to put down 
their meetings in private houses, prevent their congregating 
{zusammenknevpeii) in taverns, or treating young women to sere- 
nades ; in fact, such recreations as these are no longer permitted 
without previous license from the police. Nor can any student give 
a comrade a night's lodging, unless he has intimated his intention 
beforehand to the constituted authorities ; and every inhabitant of 
the town is required, under heavy penalties, to give notice to the 
police if he have the slightest reason to suspect, that arms are kept in 
any house in which a student resides, or that military exercises 
are going on in it. Another great drawback is caused by the 
vast number of students who are under arrest, as well as by 
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there being a still greater number, who hare been released with 
a caution not to show themselves in the lecture-brooms. 



Munich Greek School* — A lyceum, designed for the education of 
Greek youth between the ages of nine and eighteen, has existed 
in Munich since the month of August, 1833. A printed address, 
dated on the 20th of that month, and drawn up by D. Parrhiniadis, 
the individual appointed by the present Greek government, has 
been circulated in Greece, powerfully enforcing upon the people 
at large the necessity of attending to the moral and intellectual 
improvement of their younger fellow-countrymen, and upbraiding 
them with the indifference which they have hitherto sliown in this 
respect. The plan of studies to be pursued in the Lyceum at 
Munich, is varied so as to meet the wants of the pupils, whether 
they are intended for an ecclesiastical, a learned, a military, a 
commercial, or a mechanical profession. The several branches 
of instruction which this lyceum undertakes to teach are, ancient 
Greek, with constant reference to modern Greek, Latin, German, 
French, Italian, and English ; religion, universal and special his- 
tory, geography, arithmetic, and the higher branches of the 
mathematics, natural history, rhetoric^ moral philosophy, drawing, 
writing, singing, dancing, gymnastics, and swimming. The pupils 
will also be taught, where it is their particular wish, to play on 
some musical instrument. The method of instruction is formed 
on the German model. Professor Thiersch has been appointed 
ephorus of this seminary by special desire of the Greek govern* 
ment. We have reason to believe, that it will remain at Munich 
for a few years only, and will then be transferred to the soil of 
Greece itself. 



Grand-Duchy of Hesse. — Educational Reform, — ^The studien" 
plan^ or system of education lately promulgated, comprises seven 
languages, six branches of technical knowledge (realieTi)^ among 
which no mention whatever is made of natural history, and three 
branches of the fine arts. To the routine of education laid down 
for the gymnasia, which are to consist of eight classes, a youth is 
admissible at the age of ten years ; but there is no class in which 
more than 30 hours' instruction per week are prescribed. After 
the eighth class has been mastered, a boy begins to learn Latin 
ten hours a week, and ultimately reaches the prima or first class, 
where the term is reduced to seven hours a week. Greek com- 
mences with the sixth class, at the rate of two hours a week, and 
the time is gradually increased to six hours, when a youth enters 
the first or finishing class. Instruction in the native tongue begins 
with the eighth class, at the rate of four hours per week, and ceases 
with two hours in the first. French is taught three hours a week 
in every class, and two are devoted to Hebreio in the two upper 
classes, commencing with the second. The mathematics are taught 
for two hours a week in the two lowest classes, for three in the 
fifth and sixth, and for four in the first, second, third, and fourth. 
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Natural philosophy occupies an hour perinreek ; hidorp two hours 
in each class, and geography as many in the six lower classes ; but 
ancient geography is entirely omitted. Philosophy, logic, and ex* 
perimental philosophy are studied by none but the first class. 
Writing is confined to the three lowest classes, and instruction 
in psalmody and singing to the four lowest, but private instruction 
is allowed to be given in the four highest. Drawing is taught in 
three sections ; and if it be desired the pupils may learn English 
and Italian. It is much to be feared, that under a system like 
thitf, whatever powers of mind the scholar may possess, they 
stand the fairest possible chance in the world of being dissipated 
by such a variety, so far at least as any depth or solidity of attain- 
ment is concerned. 



GoTTiNGEN. — His Majesty has given the sum of 30001. towards 
the erection of the new University buildings. 

AUSTRIA. 

National Schools, — Among the Austrian sovereigns none have 
paid greater attention to the intellectual improvement of the lower 
orders than Maria Theresa, Joseph the Second, and the present 
Emperor. In this important respect more Has been done in the 
dominions of the crown of Austria than, until of late years, in any 
even of the western states of Europe. Of all its national schools 
those in the German provinces of that crown have been placed 
upon the most effective footing ; and there are some who ascribe 
their superiority to the stand which their directors have made 
against the introduction of what is termed the mutual instruction 
system — a system which ought not to be adopted, except where 
no better means of providing tuition are ^at hand. The national 
schools in Austria are of three kinds, primary schools, head schools, 
and schools of practical attainments {trivial-schulen, haupt-schvlen, 
and real-schulen). The subjects taught in the primary schools are 
religion, morals, reading, writing, and arithmetic, with occasional 
instruction in such pursuits as are called for in common life ; such 
as practical mechanics, &c. These schools are open to every one, 
even to the children of the most humble individuals. Parents who 
are destitute of means, not only pay no fee for the admission of 
their children, but the latter are supplied with the requisite books \ 

gratuitously. In everyplace where a parochial register (pfarr- f 

buck) is kept, a school of this description has been established 
under directions from the. government ; many have likewise been 
opened in places which lie at a considerable distance from a parish 
church, or are situated under other peculiar circumstances. The 
head schools are designed for the benefit of those who are intended 
for employments connected with the arts or mechanics, and with ^ 
retail trade, as well as for those who are preparing themselves for 
the grammar schools (lateijiiscke schvleti). The same course is here 
pursued as in the primary schools, but it is carried to a greater 
extent. There are several of these head schools in every province, 



. Foreign. 361 

one at least m every circle and every populous town. There are 
model and normal schools in the capital of each province, to which 
the head schools in minor spots are directed to assimilate their 
several methods and operations ; and to these schools a fourth class is 
attached, in which the pupils are prepared for the real- schools or 
civic schools, or the education of those is completed who are not 
in circumstances to be able to attend any better class of semina* 
ries. The additional instruction which they here receive consists 
of drawing, geometry, architecture, stereometry, mechanics, geo- 
graphy, and natural hfttory; the whole of which are taught with 
special reference to the uses of common life. The fourth and 
last c]ass of national schools is the real or civic school, which 
is designed for the use of boys whose destination is of a higher 
character, such as artists, merchants, brokers, stewards, account- 
ants, &c. Here they are instructed in commercial operations, the 
laws of bills of exchange, the history of the arts, chemistry, design, 
foreign languages, &c. The superintendence over the conduct 
and moral government of the national schools, as well as the imme- 
diate direction of these schools, is intrusted to the clergy, as pos- 
sessing in general higher attainments and a greater degree of 
influence tlian other individuals. The minister of the parish is the 
immediate superintendent of the parish school, and the deacon or 
vice-deacon of the district schools. These parties, whose duties 
are accurately laid down, are subordinate to the chief civil authori- 
ties of circles and to the Protestant consistories, who have concurrent 
jurisdiction over the schools ; and they are themselves subordinate 
to the governments {gubemia) of each province, who, in all -cases 
of emergency, take their directions from the board of education at 
Vienna. The children of non-conformists and. Jews, in those 
places where they have no schools of their own, are admitted into 
the regular schools, care being taken to abstain from any interfer- 
ence with their religious instruction. Equal attention is paid to 
the education of the female portion of the community among the 
lower orders, and primary schools have been specially established 
for their benefit ; but wherever the opening of such schools has 
not been practicable, the girls are instructed simultaneously with 
the boys in the ordinary parochial schools. — {BlummbacNs General 
Survey of the Avsirian Monarchy,) 

Protestant College at Debreczin in Hungary, — On my visit to 
Mr. Fay, the burgomaster of Debreczin, he afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of examining his cabinet of coins, as well as several rare 
genealogical folios which the Protestant College will inherit upon 
his decease. They contain the genealogies of the most celebrated 
native reformers, from the earliest days of the Reformation. I 
observed one of Samuel Lowzahn's family, compiled by him in 
1587 ; another of Gregory Mdrtonsalva and his son, from 1656 to 
1721 ; a third by Francis P. Papai of the year 1710, in which 
Newton and Hutton have inscribed their names; a fourth was 
by Gregory Marotty, of the year 1731 ; a fifth by George Koeroesy, 
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of the year 1786 $ and a sixth contained an original enumeration 
of the Hungarian youth who attended theUnivereity of Wittenberg 
between the years 1546 and 1608. The latter is rich in Esterhaszys, 
Palfys, Pechys, and Mariassys, sons of the most distinguished 
Hungarian nobility. The most remarkable institution in this 
enormous village^ as some are fond of terming it, although it pos- 
sesses above five thousand houses, and upwards of forty thousand 
inhabitants, is the spacious college which the Protestants of Hun- 
gary have established for the education of their sons. The youth 
are divided into students and scholars ; the former are instructed 
in the higher branches of academical learning, whilst the scholars 
begin with the elements of knowledge, and gradually rise, as in 
our own grammar schools, to the study of the best Greek and Latin 
authors, or what are here called the ' Humaniora.' There are two 
descriptions of pupils in the college ; the * Publici,' who are of noble 
extraction, and not designed for the church; and the ^Togati,' 
young men who have slenderer means, and are intended for holy 
orders : they are subject to severer discipline than the others, and 
wear a uniform black dress. In the list of professors I observed 
one for the Eastern languages ; and the modern ones also are not 
neglected. The college is a handsome structure; the library, 
which consists of thirty thousand volumes, occupies two large 
apartments ; there is an old and splendid edition of livy among 
the works, as well as several manuscripts of value, and an original 
epistle from Pope Ganganelli to Ambrosius Danzer. The * Impe- 
rial ChapeV {Hof KapeUe is the name given it), forms part of 
the college ; it is neat, and of very substantial construction ; it is 
capable of containing the whole 643 students and scholars who are 
at present educating here, and who are required to hear a sermon 
preached to them on Sundays. The majority of the inhabitants of 
Debreczin are of the Protestant faith ; indeed there are few Hun- 
garians in the eastern districts of the kingdom who do not profess 
Calvinism. Their number throughout Hungary amounts to nearly 
three millions, and I was informed by Professor S&rvary, that their 
clergy is not far short of fourteen hundred. — p***. 

WalItACHia. — ^Very great encouragement is at present given 
to the diflfusion of knowledge in this remote quarter, and above 
twenty schools of a superior description have already been opened. 
At the close of October last they were attended by 3050 pupils, 
whose studies are directed by able professors, the greater part of 
whom have been educated in German Universities. There are 
600 youth in the Central College of St. Sava alone. 

RUSSIA. 

Siberia. — The Mongolian and Buriatic school at Troizko>Ssawak, 
not far from Kiachta in the province of Irkutsk, contains 24 pen- 
sioned pupils and 7 boarders. The lower class is composed of 25, 
who are taught the Mongolian and Russian languages on the Lan- 
casterian system ; and the remaining 6 youths, who compose the 
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upper class, are infitructed in the same languages, with the addition 
of grammar and the elements of arithmetic. The elders of the 
Buriate nation in the neighbourhood of Troizko-Ssawak, have 
offered to build a wing to the school, at their own expense, for the 
purpose of lodging the pupils and increasing their numbers. 

Magnetic and Meteorological Institution, — The Russian govern- 
ment have directed a normal observatory for the instruction of a 
certain number of cadets in magnetic and meteorological observa- 
tions, to be erected and attached to the corps of miners at St. 
Petersburgh ; and their labours are to be connected with simul- 
taneous observations which are to be conducted by the sons of 
employes at the mines themselves. A complete magnetic and 
meteorological observatory is also to be constructed at Ekatherinen- 
burg, and the requisite instruments are forthwith to be provided 
for the observatories of the same description already built at Nert« 
shinsk and Barnaul. 



The Serf. — ^The bonded peasant is bound to pay undeviating obe- 
dience to his lord, to render due service to him, (which service 
the law has fixed at three days in the week for each married 
couple), and to pay the tribute which his lord imposes upon him. The 
public authorities are bound to lend their aid to the lord at all 
times. The bondsman is not, however, compellable to obey any 
orders contrary to law, which his master may require him to exe- 
cute* He cannot marry without the consent of his master, nor can 
he be forced to marry against his own inclination. If there be any 
want of marriageable females on an estate, or the whole peasantry 
are allied by blood, and a neighbouring lord be possessed of such 
females, in such case the purchase of females may be effected ; and 
in cases where neither the lord nor his peasants have sufficient pe- 
cuniary means wherewith to make this purchase, the buyer may- 
agree with the seller to place an unmarriageable female at his dispo- 
sal for every female he may deliver to him. Both the lord and his 
peasantry are responsible to the government for all public imposts, 
and the peasantry are personally liable for the poll-tax, for all bur- 
dens imposed on the land, and for the furnishing of recruits. The 
lord is bound to provide for the maintenance of his peasants, and 
cannot exact greater service from them than three days' labour per 
week. Grown-up children, so long as they are single, are not legally> 
liable to do service ; but this regulation is not in general much re* 
garded. In case of need, the lord may compel his peasants to dwell 
underhis own roof, or on his own farm, and employ the whole family 
in working for his support. The peasant cannot enter a complaint 
against his lord ; nay, all his acts become null and void if the lord 
appear or plead in court ; but he may denounce his lord for high 
treason and false returns of the numbers of his serfs. Though 
there may be no express law giving the lord a right of disposing 
of his peasants' property, the denial of a hearing before a public tri- 
bunal, and the ancient laws respecting slavery, are bars to any 
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remedy which the peasant may seek. The head of every province 
is bound to prevent or punish the commission of any acts of ty- 
ranny, and may place the affairs of the lord in trust. It is not 
lawful for a peasant to change his place of residence ; runaways 
must be delivered up to their masters ; the lord has power to 
punish the peasant, but neither with starvation, maiming, nor 
death : he can make a recruit of him, send him to the house of cor- 
rection, and compel him to settle on his estate wherever he thinks 
proper, if he be not fit for service. Compensation is due to the 
lord for every peasant slain by design or accident. The lord may 
emancipate his peasant and also sell him with or without any land ; 
but he cannot separate him from his family, nor dispose of him 
publicly to the highest bidder. Custom, however, has gradually 
modified many of these oppressive enactments; and the harshest 
treatment to which the serf is exposed, takes place on the estates 
of small proprietors. — (Treatise on the general Laws of the Russian 
StaU. SL Petersburg, 1833.) 

TURKEY. 

The Constantinopolitans. — * The history of tliis city,' says Tenier, 
the French traveller, in a recent letter from the spot, * is written 
in the physiognomy of its varied population. Arabia and Persia, 
the heart of Africa and the steppes of Tartary, have each of 
them supplied its contingent. Nation upon nation live side by 
side with the original owners of Byzantium, and yet never unite 
with them. Each have their separate homestead; each their. dis« 
tinct habits and prejudices. Constantinople is an abridgement of 
the whole East ; an immense field of observation ^vithin a single 
precinct. Its population consists of four large classes, (from which 
I exclude the Europeans who dwell in Pera and Galata,) differing 
altogether in their religious tenets ; they are composed of Greeks, 
Jews, Armenians, and Turks. The Turk are split into an infinite 
variety of nations, of whom the Ottoman empire itself is com- 
pounded ; their characters are traceable to the ancient inhabitants 
by whom its provinces were peopled ; here we have blacks, tho 
issue of the Sennaar slave ; white or copper-coloured Arabs ; Tre- 
bizondese, Tartars, Persians, Turks, the children of Turk and 
slave ; Turks again, the offspring of Turkish male and female ; and 
then the soldiery, drawn from every province whether European or 
Asiatic. Looking at the custom prevalent among the Turks of 
contracting alliances Avith female slaves from various countries, it 
will be readily conceived that no race on the whole list of those out 
of which the population of Constantinople is compounded, is of more 
mixed a cast than the present rulers of the country ; among the 
Turks too, no blood is so mixed as that of the highest classes. In 
fact, tjtie lords of the land, nearly the whole of Avhose mothers have 
been handsome Greek or Georgian slaves, exhibit a cast of counte- 
nance essentially differing from that of the lower orders of the 
people. The latter have always retained the features, which con- 
nect them with the Tartar race, such as the high cheek-bonci the 
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temple slightly depressed, the arched brow raised towards the ex- 
ternal angles, and the head elongated from front to back. The 
last of these traits is common to both classes, and is most easily 
detected, if you walk into a barber's shop in the morning, and take 
a glance at the Turks of all ranks in society, who bring their 
heads at once under the observer's eye and the barber's razor. 
The nose is short and rounded at the extremity, and the sides of 
the nostrils are somewhat thrown up. The more distinguished 
Turks are of Georgian blood, at times both on the father's 
and mother's side ; for it is customary with the Moslems of rank 
to purchase children of that race, and, after adopting them, to 
raise them to the highest dignities in the state. This is the 
case with the majority of the Sultan's executive at the present 
moment ; there are scarcely three of them who are of pure Turkish 
blood. The features which characterize the Turkish grandee, are 
what we account the type of the genuine Mussulman ; for they in- 
clude an aquiline nose, small but quick and oblong eyes, a round 
forehead, small mouth, a whitish rather than brownish complexion, 
and full ears, set however close to the temporal bone,' 

Turkish School, — Extract of a letter from Bujukdere. * I was 
walking with two friends along the main-street of one of the adja- 
cent villages, when a confused murmur of voices drew my attention. 
I found that it proceeded from a mosque immediately at our elboW) 
and upon inquiring whether we might venture to go in, (for no 
stranger is allowed to enter a Turkish mosque without express 
permission,) I was answered in the affirmative. Following the di- 
rection from which the noise proceeded, we mounted a flight of 
steps, and, instead of finding ourselves launched into a place of 
worship, we discovered that we had made our way into a roomy 
apartment containing tables near the walls, at which a number of 
Turkish boys of all ages were posted with book in hand. It proved 
to be the village school ; and scarcely a better one, as I afterwards 
learnt, is to be met with in Constantinople itself. In one corner 
of the apartment we observed the master reclining upon a decent 
carpet ; he was an old mullah or ecclesiastic, with an enormous 
turban on his head, a long grey beard, yellow kaftan, and legs 
crossed in the true Turkish fashion. His left hand held a long pipe, 
which he was smoking ; and his right lay quietly in his lap, except 
that it was now and then agitated by a fidgetty motion, as if 
something particular affected its owner. On his left we remarked 
a bag of tobacco, and in front of him a ponderous tome, probably 
the Koran ; while an enormously long bamboo cane, which reached 
from the floor to the ceiling, stood against the wall on his right 
hand. He saluted us on our entrance with a nod of the head, but 
did not rise from his seat, or suffer his mouth to part for an 
instant from his pipe. The score and a half of urchins who were 
standing or kneeling, as their size required them, behind the 
tables, with carpets for their feet, were momentarily drawn off 
from their tasks by our appearance ; but an involuntary glance 
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at their master's brow, or perhaps some warning from tlie fingers 
of his right hand, which had not moved from his lap, set them all 
to work again. They appeared to be learning to read, and had 
certainly made considerable progress, as there was no spelling 
going on. All were reading rapidly, and as each of them was reading 
aloud, and none the same matter, I leave you to conceive the noise 
and confusion of tongues that filled the room*. The bigger boys, 
or rather the wiser ones (for there were several little fellows among 
them), seemed to act as under-masters ; for they were not reading, 
like the rest of their comrades, but were hearing and correcting 
them, and this not merely by word of mouth, but with the assistance 
of certain very unceremonious boxes on the ear. One diminutive 
urchin in particular, who was quick as lightning in correcting a 
lapnuf linguee, made no scruple of doubling his Lilliputian fists 
and directing them, might and main, at the face of a huge and 
seemingly incorrigible dunce, with whom he was playing the 
part of monitor ; reckless, by the way, on what his blows fell, 
whether the giant's nose or his neighbour's. Throughout the whole 
scene, the pedagogue in the corner lay quietly smoking his pipe on 
his carpet as if he had not a- limb to move. One of my companions 
who had a quantity of burnt almonds in his pocket, in a fit of mis- 
chief suddenly let them loose in the middle of the room. It was 
worth a day's purgatory to see the rout which ensued : monitors 
end scholars with one accord dropped their books out of their 
fingers and gave chase to the prey ; and the whole lot would have 
been devoured in a trice, had not the old mullah's fingers found 
their way nimbly to the bamboo-cane, and, without costing him the 
pains of uncrossing his legs, or even displacing his darling pipe, 
he belaboured the poor devils* backs with it in every direction ; 
for there was not a corner of the room which could escape its 
cruel length. All ran back to their posts as if Jack Ketch had 
been at their heels, and we ourselves took to our heels and made 
a rapid exit into the street. Ab uno disce omnes : you have here 
the model of a Turkish school before you.*' 

EGYPT, 

Extract from a letter to M. Jomard, written by Artin-effendi, a 
former pupil of M. Jomard's, and now a member of the Superior 
Council of Government in Cairo: — ** His Highness the Pasha has 
entrusted M. Koenig with the education of the young prince, Seyd- 
Beg, whom he is principally to instruct in the French language. It 
is doubtlessly intended that Seyd-Beg should hereafter command 
the Egyptian naval forces. His whole life is passed on board ship, 
and he is accompanied by about thirty pupils, who are pursuing a 
similar course of study to his own. All the young men educated 
in Prance haVe received appointments suited to their capacities. 
We have numbers of St. Simonians here, and several others are 
just arrived ; nor is there a school in the country which has not 
some of them for its teachers. A pupil of M. de Dombesle, whoae 
ploughs are quite the vogue, amongst us, has. recently landed, and 



Foreign. ' 367 

he has engaged, in conjunction with Olivier, a St. Simonian, to lay 
certain proposals with regard to agriculture hefore government. 
Previously to his arrival two millions of plants had been imported 
into Egypt' The writer also mentions the establishment of two 
important schools in this country — a School of Civil Administration, 
and a Polytechnic School. ' The former,' he observes, ' is under 
the direction of his Excellency, Mouktar-bey, the President of the 
Council of Civil Administration, assisted by myself andS tephan- 
effendi, a contemporary pupil in France.* The school contains 
thirty students, who are taught Turkish, Arabic, Persian, French, 
the mathematics, and other subjects to qualify them as civilians. 
The Polytechnic School is to be established at Boulak : its object 
is to fit pupils for the special schools already in existence, and in- 
tended to be instituted in the Pasha's dominions. A long decree 
regulates the organization of this seminary in all its branches. 
Admission is only granted to those who are bond fide subjects of 
the Pasha, are not below the age of twelve, or above that of fifteen 
years, are able to read and write Arabic or Turkish, and have been 
vaccinated, or have had the small-pox. The intended number of 
pupils is two hundred ; they are to be divided into four classes, 
each class representing one of the four years* courses of study of 
which the entire course is to consist. This course is to comprise 
at first the French, Arabic, Turkish, and Persian languages, 
drawing and linear perspective, the elements of arithmetic, geo* 
metry, descriptive geometry, algebra, analytical geometry, statics, 
hydrostatics, taking plans, natural philosophy, chemistry, and 
mineralogy, cosmography, history, and geography. A portion of 
the pupils will be qualified for giving early assistance to the teachers 
in their tasks, or opening courses of the same kind in other quarters. 
The functionaries employed are to be a commandant of the school 
and a director-general of studies, in the person of Eiim-bey ; the 
deputy, commandant appointed is Hekeken, an engineer, an Ar- 
menian by birth, who has been educated at the Pasha's expense in 
England ; there are also to be four professors or sub-directors of 
studies, three of whom are sufficient for the present wants of the 
•school, in which .only a single class has yet been formed. In addi- 
tion to these there are three masters for the three Eastern lan- 
guages already inentioned, Turkish, Arabic, and Persian. 

AFRICA. 

Childrkn's Friend Society. — ' As a sort of controversy has arisen 
in England on the subject of juvenile emigration, and as the gen- 
tlemen who have devoted so much of their time to the relief of 
those destitute children have been roundly taxed in the public 
papers with the commission of very serious offences, such as trans- 
porting British subjects contrary to law, reviving the slave trade, 
cheating the public, jobbing in human misery, and: so forth, we 
beg the reader's attention to a brief description of this new scheme 
of emigration. The Society for the Suppression of Juvenile Va- 
grancy, now called « Children's Friend Society/ raised a f^nd by 
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private subscription for tlie relief of children found in the streets of 
London entirely destitute of known relations, of lodging, clothing, 
and food. For the reception of these children they procured a 
house and grounds, where they were kept under proper discipline, 
education, and employment, in digging, gardening, &c. 

Finding that only a very smidl number of children, compared 
with the extent of juvenile distress, could be relieved in this way, 
they proposed to their wards emigration to some of the British 
colonies, where they would be placed in the service of farmers and 
others,' and trained in habits of order and industry. Where the 
relations of any of the children could be discovered, their consent 
was asked as well as that of the youths themselves. Where no 
relative could be found, the consent of the children to emigrate 
was considered sufficient. On their arrival in this colony, they 
are received by a committee of gentlemen, who see them safely 
housed and supplied with everything necessary for their health 
and comfort. Application is then made to the Supreme Court for 
authority to act as guardians, and to apprentice them under re- 
gular indentures to their employers till they come of age. The 
Supreme Court then appoints a barrister to examine each of the 
children separately, as to whether they left England of their own 
free will and choice, whether they have any relations or natural 
guardians in this colony, and whether they are willing to accept 
the committee as their guardians. These questions being an- 
swered to his satisfaction, he reports the same to the Supreme 
Court, and the authority prayed for is then, and not before, granted 
to the committee. This process has to be repeated in the case of 
every separate detachment of emigrants. These emigrants are 
children, minors who require guardians, and need to be instructed 
and taught some useful trade or calling : for these purposes they 
are apprenticed to respectable persons till they attain the years of 
majority. The committee at Cape Town are of opinion, that the 
services of the children up to the time of coming of age, were 
worth on an average 9/. or 10/. : this sum was charged, and it has 
been found nearly sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of the 
emigration. For some who had eight or pine years to serve, a 
charge of from 12/. to 15/. has been made. For others who were 
eighteen or nineteen, the charge has been so low as from 21, to 4/., 
or 5/. For these^ of course, Uie outlay was as great as for those 
whose services were worth 15/. The Society in London has, in 
several instances, received poor cliildren from the parish work- 
houses ; and the overseers, according to custom, paid to the Society 
the sum of 10/. for each, on being thus relieved of the burden of 
supporting them. Had all the children sent out been of this de- 
scription, the Committee at Cape Town would probably have been 
authorized to apprentice them without exacting any premium from 
the masters ; but out of about two hundred children, only five or 
six have been thus provided for by their parishes. It was, there- 
fore, impossible for the Society to make any distinctions on this 
head ; but they expect that in future, from the liberality of the 
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public at home in making subscriptions and donations for this ex- 
cellent object, and from occasionally receiving parish children with 
the above-mentioned allowance, they may be enabled to reduce the 
premium without endangering the stability and usefulness of the 
scheme itself. Such is the scheme of juvenile emigration, v«rhich 
has so strangely been misrepresented and misunderstood. As to 
the children themselves, generally speaking, their emigration has 
been like passing from death to life. They have the satisfaction 
of feeling they are no longer regarded as burdens on the bene- 
volent and humane, or the niggard charity of the law, but as 
useful and respectable members of society, who have by their 
honest labour repaid their benefactors, and established a claim to 
independence of character.* — From the South African Commercial 
Advertiser, published at Cape Town, November, 1834. 



BRITISH. 

Oxford. — The following summary of the members of this Uni- 
versity is extracted from the University Calendar for the present 
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Matriculations . • , 869 

Regents « . • 220 

Determining Bachelors in Lent . 288 

In January, 1884^ there were 2519 members of con\rocation, 
and 5290 riaeilibers on the books. 



CAMBfttDOB, Dec, 31. — ^The Hulsean prize was this day adjudged 
i6 Mr. William N. Curtis, of Catherine Hall, for his dissertation 
on the following subject : — ' How far the political circumstances 
of the Jewish nation were favourable to the introduction and dif- 
fusion of the Christian religion V 

The subject of the Seatonian prize poem for the present year is 
• Ishmael.* 

Jan, 10. — ^The following is the subject of the Hulsean prize dis- 
sertation for the present year . — * The resemblance between Moses 
and Christ is so very great and striking, that it is impossible to 
consider it fairly and carefully without seeing and acknowledging 
that he must be foretold where he is so well described.' 

The representatives in parliament for this University give 
annually — 

(1.) Two prizes of fifteen guineas each, for the encouragement 
of Latin prose composition, to be open to all bachelors of arts, 
without distinction of years, who are not of sufficient standing to 
take the degree of master of arts ; and 

(2.) Two other prizes of fifteen guineas each, to be Open to all 
under-graduates who shall have resided not less than seven terms 
at the time when the exercises are to be sent in. 

The subjects for the present year are — 

(1.) For the bachelors, — * De fide historica recte seslimanda.' 

(2.) For the under-graduates, — • Utrum recte judicaverit Cicero 
iniquissimam pacem justissimo bello anteferendam esse V 

Jan, 2S. — List op Honours. — Moderators, — John Harrison 
Evans, M.A.», St. John's College; Thomas Gaskin, M.A., Jesus 
College. 

Examiners.^-Edwin Stevenson, M.A., Corpus Christi College ; 
Francis Martin, M.A., Trinity College. 

^ran^icr*.— Cotterill, Joh. ; Goulburn, Trin. ; Rawle, Trin. ; 
Greatheed, Trin. | Dickinson, Trin. ; Cross, Joh. ; Ashby, Pemb. ; 
Blackburn, Trin. ; Soudatnore, Job. ; Gibbs, Caius ; Johnson, 
Caius ; Ross de Bladensburg, Trin. ; La Mottee, Trin. ; Smith, 
Christ's ; Abi^ott, Pemb. ; Acland, Caius ; Skelton, Christ's ; 
White, IVin. ; Girdlestone, Trin. ; H. W. Smith, Joh. ; De Sau- 
marez, Caius ;-Gipps, Joh. ; Lambert, Joh. ; Leefe, Trin. ; Howes, 
Trin. ; Hall, Clare ; Rigg, Christ's ; Dunn, Trin. ; Heisch, Trin. ; 
Proctor, Cath. j Helps, Trin. ; Meiivale, Trin. ; Cooper, Trin. aq, ; 
Davis, Christ's, eeq. ; Allen, Trin. ; Davies, Corpus ; Budd, Pemb. 

Senior Oplimes, — Musgrave, Trin. ; Gibbons, Joh., tsq. ; Grote, 
Trin., ^q. ; Wackerbarth, Corpus ; Hilditch, Joh. ; Rudd, Joh, ; 
Nichols, Caius ; Coape, Christ's ; Watson, Trin. ; Merriman, 
Caius ; Garvey, Emm. ; Jeremie, Trin. ; James, Corpus ; Lowe, 
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Trin. ; Drake, Joh. ; Burnett, Trin. ; Courtenay, Jesus ; Seager, 
Trin. ; Hoste, Caius ; Shortland, Pemb. ; Curtis, Joh., teq, ; David- 
son, Clare, €Bq, ; James, Jesus ; Walker, Jesus ; Morris, Joh. ; 
Johnstone, Emm.; Dixon, Sidney ; Tillard, Joh. ; Beadon, Joh.; 
Hall, Christ*s ; Bishop, Joh. ; Scott, Clare; Jowett, Caius ; Prit- 
chard, Joh. ; Ward, Pet. ; Eyre, Cath., teq, ; Forrest, Queen's, teq, ; 
Howes, Tr. H. ; Blunt, Caius ; Barber, Joh. \ Harris, Trin. 

Junior Opiimea. — White, Joh. ; Legrew, Joh. ; Berkley, Jesus, 
(sq. ; Wilson, Clare, «^.; Rogers, Joh., <:Bg. ; Spiller, Cath., (Bq.; 
A. Smith, Joh., leq. * Thomas, ret., tjeq. ; Waltham, Joh. ; Williams, 
Magd. ; Broadstreet, Emm., eeq. ; Gilbert, Magd., <Bq, ; Scrivener, 
Trin. ; Richardson, Joh. ; Ramsey, Pemb. ; Etty, Job., €eq, ; Night- 
ingale, Cath., teq, ; Schwabe, Caius ; Karslake, Magd ; Richards, 
Joh. ; Stocks, Trin. ; Laing, Joh., aq, ; Wilkinson, Clare, (eq. ; 
Newlove, Clare; Fergusson, Trin. ; Ellison, Trin.* Clarke, Pemb., 
aq, ; Storer, Job., iseq,'^ Fbx, Queen's ; Morgan,Trin., <rg. ; Reid, Job., 
(Bq. ; Williamson, Caius ; Manner^ Sutton, Trin. ; Harrison, Trin. ; 
Paton, Queen's, eeq,; Philips, Magd., ^eg.; Meade, Caius; Clay- 
don, Trin. ; Hue, Trin. 

Jan. 30.-^The late Dr. Smith's prizes of 25^. each to the two 
best proficients in mathematics and natural philosophy among the 
commencing Bachelors of Arts, were this day adjudged to Henry 
Gotterill, of St. John's College, and Henry Goulburn, of Trinity 
College, the first and second wranglers. 

The following are the subjects of examination in the last week 
of the Lent Term, 1836 : 

1. The Acts of the Apostles. 

2. Paley's Evidences of Christianity. 

3. The Menexenus of Plato. 

4. The Seventh and Eight Satires of Juvenal. 

Feb. 13. — At a congregation held this day the following grace 
passed the Senate : 

To rescind the regtilation respecting the examination for the 
classical tripbs, which directs that * the examination shall continue 
four days, the hours of attendance on each day being from half- past 
nine in the morning till twelve, and from one till four in the after- 
noon:^ 

And to substitute the following : — * The examination (commenc- 
ing as heretofore on the fourth Monday after the general admission 
ad respondendum questioni) shall continue five days ; the hours of 
attendance on each day being from nine in the morning till twelve ; 
and from one till half-past three in the afternoon.* 

London University. — On the 25th of February, the annual Re- 
port was made to the proprietors. The total expenditure it appears 
exceeds the income, but this excess is stated to have been occa- 
sioned by items of a nature not of constant recurrence, such as 
the rent at the end of the term of the house in Govver-street lately 
occupied by the warden, and the expenses attending the appli- 
cation for the charter; and that the ordinary income is more than 

2B 2 
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equal to the ordinary expenditure. The number of students at 
present is, in the faculty of arts and law, 137, and in that of medi- 
cine, 371 ; the total number is 492, a few of the students attending 
both faculties. The pupils in the junior school amount to 303. 
The report also gives the following detail of the proceedings for 
the attainment of a charter, with the result : — 

* In the year 1S31, the Council first presented a petition for a 
charter of incorporation, the draft of which (as is usual) accompa- 
nied the petition. After receiving the approval of the law officers 
of the crown, and the royal signature in two instances, this draft 
was on the eve of obtaining the sanction of the great seal, its last 
stage towards completion, when the heads of the University of 
Cambridge, and afterwards those of Oxford, interposed, and de- 
manded that a clause should be inserted, restraining this University 
from granting degrees. 

* The Council declined to accept a charter encumbered with such 
a restriction ; and the matter remained in this state until the begin- 
ning of 1S34, when, at the instance of the senate, the Couucil ap- 
plied to the home-department for the determination of the Crown. 

' The University • of Oxford then petitioned the throne to be 
lieard before his Majesty in Council against the grant, and similar 
petitions were presented from the University of Cambridge, the 
College of Surgeons, and the teachers in the hospital schools of 
London. 

* The Council- acknowledged with gratitude the petitions pre- 
sented to his Majesty in favour of the charter by the City of Lon- 
don, and by the three denominations of dissenting ministers meet- 
ing in Red Cross Street. 

* His Majesty referred all these petitions to a committee of the 
Privy Council, before whom they were argued in April last. 

* The Privy Council came to no decision on the subject.' 

The Report concludes by noticing the success attending the 
founding of the hospital, and its great use to the medical students. 
The College of Surgeons and the Society of Apothecaries have re- 
cognised it as a school of clinical instruction ; and the exertions of 
the professors, the attendance of the pupils, and the amount of the 
annual subscriptions, lead them to anticipate for it a permanent 
prosperity. 

KiK6*s College, London. — The Council have resolved upon 
conferring the academical distinction of * Associates' on such of the 
regularly matriculated students as have gone through a three years* 
prescribed course of study in the Higher Department to the satis- 
faction of the several professors. The associates will be entitled 
to perpetual admission to the college library and museums, as well 
as to those courses of lectures, by diligent attendance upon which 
they have gained the distinction. Mr. Marsden, the well-known 
Oriental scholar, has munificently presented the college with a very 
valuable library of books connected with the study of philology, 
amounting to several thousand volumes. He had previously been 
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a very liberal benefactor of the college by pecuniary donations. 
The Rev. R. Jones, Professor of Political Economy, has been ap- 
pointed to the chair of the same science at the East India Com- 
pany's College, at Hayleybury, in Hertfordshire ; the appointment 
had become vacant by the decease of the Rev. T. Malthus, but its 
duties will not interfere with Professor Jones* Spring Course of 
Lectures at King's College. M. von Dadelszen, a native of Hol- 
stein, who attended the college last year as a regular student, has 
been elected the first scholar on the Worsley Endowment, the 
object of which is to educate young men at the college as mis- 
sionaries to British India. Another election on this foundation 
will shortly take place. 

Staines. — ^A society for the promotion of science and literature 
has been recently established at Staines, and has been extremely 
well supported. The subscription is 10.?. per annum, and a museum 
and library are to be formed by degrees ; the books, &c. to be 
consulted bv the members, but not to be borrowed. The 
mam object of the society is to * encourage voluntary and gra- 
tuitous lectures upon scientific subjects, and essays upon general 
literature ;* but * all papers on subjects strictly professional, and 
on politics,' are to be excluded. Each member of the society 
is allowed to introduce his own family, and non-subscribers are 
admitted to each lecture on payment of one shilling. In an ad- 
dress delivered on the 1st of January, by the Rev. Robert Jones, 
vicar of Bedfont, one of the committee, he thus enforces the ad- 
vantages of this mode of diflFusing knowledge : — * Science, as ap- 
plied to the arts, and illustrative of its experiments, must be very 
imperfectly understood without the aid of models, diagrams, and 
lectures. No mere treatise on chemistry, for instance, however 
clearly written, can possibly do justice to the discoveries revealed 
by modern research and experiment ; — we must not only read, or 
hear of, but actually behold its wonders, before we can arrive at 
any complete or practical insight. And though in the perusal of 
treatises on astronomy, we may, and do attain by study and in 
theory a fair proficiency in that noble and ennobling science ; yet 
with an orrery, and a living intelligent lecturer before us, we ap- 
pear to see at once, and comprehend at a glance, the mysteries of 
the starry heavens, and the laws which rule them. The material 
and palpable delineation will strike and remain upon many memo* 
ries, on which a dry treatise may have little interest and no hold. 
Dr. Jones also combats the objection raised upon the supposed ne- 
cessity of having distinguished literary or scientific men as lec- 
turers ; and contends that the aim of such societies is rather to call 
forth and encourage rising talent ; that the auditors seldom fail of 
being interested, even though the lecture is not of the highest 
order, when, as is often the case, they have a personal knowledge 
of the lecturer ; and mentions an instance of a course of lectures 
on German literature being announced at a similar society in 
Brighton, which were to be delivered by the clerk to a grocer in 
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that towa ; ^n4 asserts ' that < to coippenaate the injiMtice of For-:, 
tune, Nature is most impartial in her gifts ; and, though it is in the 
power of few to obtain the advantages of academical education, it 
is in the power of most to reap the fruits of their own patient and 
persevering application. Whatever may be the aids that schools 
and colleges can afford, and I duly prize them, it is the after- 
study, the self-tuition, that stamps the man.' 

Parish Schools. — Some uncertainty having been felt, in 
several instances, as to the legality of applying the rates to the. 
support of parish schools for the education of poor children, the 
following letter has been written by the Secretary to the Poor 
Law Commissioners : — " Sir, — I am directed by the Poor Law 
Commissioners for England and Wales to remark, that it appears, 
from the evidence in possession of the Board, that when the edu- 
cation of parish children has been carefully attended to, and where 
the master and mistress have been persons of intelligence and of 
good moral habits, those children have obtained situations, and got 
into industrious courses more readily, and have, in a much larger 
proportion of casep than where no such care has been bestowed, 
ceased to be burdensome to the parish, or the public at large. A 
careful additional expenditure for the promotion of a good edu- 
(lation has always hitherto been proved to be the best course, with 
regard even to the mere pecuniary saving ; and, on that account, a 
proper expenditure of the rates will therefore receive the sanction 
of the Commissioners." 



. The Camberws^l Co;.Ii£giate or Proprietory School, in 
connexion with King's College.-^-Thjs School was opened in 
January? in the presence of the committee and upwards of 700 
persons. An address was read by the Rev. J. A. Giles, the head- 
mS'Ster, detailing the scholastic plan which it was intended to 
pursue. 

Halifax. — There are twenty-three schools comprised in the 
JJalifax Sunday School Union, which are attended by 4198 scho- 
lars, and 1064i teachers. The increase during the last twelve 
months has b^en two schools and 290 scholars. 



^ Beverley Grammar School. — This grammar school is of great 
antiquity, having existed'many years prior to the Norman Conquest. 
It is supposed that it was originally a free-school for the natives of 
BeveTley, who were probably instructed by the priests of the 
Collegiate Society of St. John, When or by whom it was founded 
is not known. Some of the first entries in the accounts of the 
JBieverley corporation refer to sums of lOs. and 20*., paid to 
• Alexander Metcalfe, for the use of his sonne Robert Metcalfe, at 
pambridge.' Robert Metcalfe became afterwards a great bene- 
factor to the School and to the borough. .The items alluded to 
occur 'm the year 1605-6. It appears that in those early days the 
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School was maintained by the liberality of the corporation of 
Beverley, who were well-qualified to sustain such an institution, 
from the rich grants which had been made to them at various 
periods, especially by f)lizabeth. An old school-room^ which had 
stood a hundred years, was taken down in 1814, and a new school 
was built, in its present very desirable situation. 

This School possesses two fellowships ; one founded by ^* Master 
Robert Hallitreeholme, of Beverley, clerk ;" its original endows 
ment was 180/. sterling: — and another, founded by ^^Dame Jane 
Kokeby and her son, Robert Creyke,'* originally 10/. sterling. 
Both were founded in the l7lh Henry VIII., both in St. John's 
College, Cambridge, and both were to be enjoyed by persons born 
in Beverley or some neighbouring town, having been educated in 
the Grammar School of Beverley. 

Eleven scholarships have been founded in connexion with this 
School, which are described as follows : — 



JkOc 



Amount bequeathed. 



Jniemt, 



1626 Mn. Margwret Davey. 



40/. 



Maintenanca of poor 
Scholars at the tJni« 
versity. 
Mn. Margaret Ferrers. 2/, a year, and residue A poor scholar at the 



1^62 R. Metcalfe, D.D. 



of certain rents. 
£. t. d, 
6 13 4 yearly. 



University. 



R. Metcalfe, D.D. • • 6 13 

R. Metcalfe, D.D. . ^ 6 13 

1670 William Lacie, D.D. • 8 

William Lacie, D.D. . 8 

1681 William Coates. ..'60 
1739 Lady Eliz. Hastings, .28 
1778 John Green, Bishop of 

Lincoln, • . • , • 10 
...... Robert Clerk, Fellow of 

St. John's College, 

Cambridge, « • • • 



^20/, 
4 do. 
4 do. 

^ |- 16/. annuity 

100/. sterling. 
yearly. 



One poor 


scholar ditto, 


tiU he 


take the de- 


greeofM.A. 


ditto 


ditto. 


ditto 


ditto. 


ditto 


ditto, 


ditto 


ditto. 


ditto 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 



ditto 



ditto 



ditto* 



dltlow 



200/. sterling. 

These scholarships are seldom claimed ; and when no application is 
made for them, the money is distribijted among poor persons, 
being settled inhabitants of the town or neighbourhood of Beverley 
A few observations may be made on some of these scholarship?. 
The will of R. Metcalfe is very strongly expressed with reference.' 
to the appropriation of his bequest : and ifr states that '* no son ^f 
any of the aldermen^ or of any other person of sufficient ability 
to maintain their chM^^f^ o,t the university^ shall 6c capable of 
receiving benefit from the maintenance left by him. The 10/. pcf 
annum, left by JohnGreen, is suffered to accumulate (in conformity 
with his will,) when there is no applicant; and such accumulation is 
paid to the scholar next appointed to receive the exh}bitipn. Thp 
scholarship founded by Robert Clerk is for a native of Beverley, 
first with respect to the kindred of the name of Clerk, and then of 
Johnston. The bequest of Lady Elizabeth Hastin^3 is los^ for 
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the' present to Beverley. No candidate having been sent from 
Beverley for four successive elections, the provost and fellows of 
Queen's College, Oxford, transferred the scholarship to Richmond 
School, in accordance with powers vested in them by the testator 
on the 5th of February, 1789 ; but this school also neglecting to 
send candidates for four successive elections, it is now displaced. 
To account for this apparent neglect, we must observe that while 
the conditions of the will are required, the exhibitions are not 
worth looking afte^ 

A yearly benefaction of 10/., left by Dr. Metcalfe, is the only 
permanent endowment, in the shape of salary for the master, 
which this school possesses. The master receives 70/. annually 
from the corporation, and a yearly gift of 20/. from the two 
representatives of the borough; which, if not paid by them, is 
made up by the corporation : there is also a good dwelling-house 
for the master, at a merely nominal rent. The charge for teaching 
the classics and the mathematics to the free scholars is 40«. a year ; 
which sum the mayor has a right of lowering, in the case of the. 
sons of the poorer freemen. A separate charge of 2 guineas a 
year is made if the pupils are instructed in the English grammar, 
writing, and arithmetic. The sons of non-freemen, who are day- 
scholars, pay 6 guineas a year for the classics, and 3/. for writing 
and arithmetic. The present master of the School is the Rev. 
L. S. Warren: the pupils now in the School are 10 freemen's 
sons, 10 other day boys, and 24 boarders. The school-room is 
very commodious ; and there is a fives-court erected by the late 
master, Mr. Richards, attached to a play-ground, which is two 
acres in extent. The library, which belongs to the School, con- 
tains 700 vols., many of which are valuable and scarce. 

School for Chimney Sweepers, — An evening school, for edu- 
cating the young chimney sweepers of this town, has lately been 
established in Warwick-street, under the patronage of our much 
respected vicar, the Rev. H. M. Wagner. A large proportion of 
those now in Brighton attend it regularly, and ennce the greatest 
desire to obtain instruction. We have reason to believe that 
schools of the same description will soon be established in all the 
populous cities and towns in the kingdom. An evening school for 
adults has also been established ; which, under the zealous super- 
intendence of the Rev. Mr. Langdon, is, we have reason to 
believe, doing much good. — Brighton Gazette, 

Luton, — ^Two new school-rooms, on the plan of the National 
School Society, have been commenced at Luton, Bedfordshire. 
The foundation was laid on Feb. 14, by the Marquis of Bute. Inde- 
pendent of the site for the buildings, which are to contain 300 
children, his Lordship has presented 100/. in money, as well as the 
materials of the old school-room, worth about 50/. more. The 
remainder of the sum required will be made up by a governnient 
grant of l45/.> and by private subscriptions, 
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Gloucester. — In accordance with a suggestion made to the 
commiltee of the National School Society, the Gloucester National 
School will for the future be considered a ' Central* or Model 
Institution ; and will receive for training and instruction in the 
system those persons who cannot conveniently repair to the 
metropolis for that purpose. 

Worcester. — Government has made a grant of 125/. towards 
the erection of a school-room for the Sunday and Day Schools 
connected with St. George's Chapel, in the tithing; and the 
National School Society have given 40/. for the like purpose. 

Mansfield Parochial Library. — The Rev. Dr. Cursham, 
Vicar of Mansfield, is forming a library for the use of the poor 
of that parish. After a sermon, which he preached in aid of 
its funds, the sum of 13/. Ss, was collected. 

HoLBECK Youth's Guardian Society, — A society has for some 
time existed in the manufacturing village of Holbeck, near Leeds, 
whose object is the dissemination of useful knowledge, and the 
protection of the morals of the youthful population of. both sexes. 
It was commenced by a few persons, in an humble sphere of life, 
who were anxious to afford other attractions to the working 
classes than those to which they had been so long accustomed. 
These individuals met — they summoned public meetings of the 
inhabitants, by means of the bell-man, and afterwards issued a 
prospectus of their plan ; the substance of which is the establish- 
ment of libraries, to which sixpence entrance money is contributed, 
and a halfpenny per week afterwards — the reading of lectures and 
papers on useful subjects — attendance at sabbath schools, both 
adult and adolescent — and more particularly the enforcement, both 
by parents and overlookers in mills, and all persons having 
authority over youth, of moral and religious discipline. By the 
liberality of several mill-owners, 25/. have been raised by the 
society; and a library of GOO volumes has been formed, to which 
185 young men subscribe: 130 parents, heads of families, have 
signed their names, and thereby pledged themselves to act in co- 
operation with the society. 

Bradford. — ^Upwards of 40/. have been subscribed at Bradford, 
for the purpose of furnishing the working-men of that town with 
standard works on political economy, and other useful branches of 
literature. The object of this subscription is to preserve the men 
from the demoralizing influence of the public-house, by providing 
them with rational means of recreation. 



^ Chillingham, Durham. — The Bishop of Durham has forwarded 
to the Rev. L. Yarker, Vicar of Chillingham, the sum of 100/. to- 
wards the building of schools in that parish, for the education of 
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t])e poor. The Right Hon. the Earl of Tankerville has also con- 
tributed the sum of 25/. to the same object, and has generously 
given a piece of ground and stone for the erection of a suitable 
building. In addition to these munificent gifts, the Rev. Vicar has 
received towards the same object the sum of 50/. from the executors 
of the late Bishop fiarrington. — Newcastle JournaL 

Manchester. — At the annual meeting of the Manchester Me- 
chanics' Institute, held on Thui'sday, Feb. 2Gth, a resolution was 
passed to the following effect : — " That the establishment of day- 
schools for boys and girls in connexion with this institution, 
upon the system of the Edinburgh Sessional School ; the addition 
in the number of the evening classes, and the increased attendance 
upon them ; the judicious enlargement of the library, and the great 
increase in the circulation of the books ; are viewed by this meeting 
with the highest satisfaction : and that this meeting desires to ex- 
press its sincere gratification at the prospect of future success 
which is afforded by the prosperity of the institution during the 
past year,'* 

SCOTLAND. 

General Asaembly^t Schools. — In an Address put forth by the 
General Assembly on the state of their schools, we see it stated 
that eighty- six schools are maintained by voluntary subscriptions. 
At these schools a suitable instruction has been given within the 
last few years to upwards of 20,000 of the young, and to not 
less than 4000 of the adult population of the Highlands and 
Islands. Some of the teachers derive no remuneration in money 
for their labours, but receive such provisions as the place affords. 
The average amount of the school-fees paid to each of the eighty- 
six teachers does not exceed 5/. per annum. It is further stated j 
that there are still 100,000 of the population who do not receive 
the slightest portion of elementary instruction ; and in forty- 
four parishes it was lately discovered that there were 1320 
families who did not possess among them a single copy of the 
scriptures. 

Female Education. — On Thursday, Feb. 19, Dr. Cantor deli- 
vered an interesting lecture at Edinburgh on Female Education. 
He pointed out how unaccountably the education of the female 
sex has hitherto been neglected; showing, at the same time, how 
important their education is to the well-being of society. He 
then adverted to the neglected condition of the children of the 
poorer classes, and pleaded with much feeling for the establishment 
of infant schools, as a highly expedient means of infusing a spirit 
of morality and industry into the minds of the lower classes of 
females. Whilst he thus contended that the poorer classes should 
rjBceive an education suitable to their station, he, on the other 
hand, was an advocate for throwing widely open to the higher 
classes of f^mai^B the gates of knowledge \ and c^luded with much 
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BatisfactioB to die Scottish Institution, in which nearly forty young 
ladies attended the mathematical class. Dr. Cantor concluded, hy 
pointing out in forcible terms the utter insufficiency of the culti^ 
vation of the intellectual powers in females, unless the affection 
and desires of the heart be properly directed. 



Glasgow Asylum for thb Blind. — ^A 'Statement of the Educa- 
tion, Employment, and internal Arrangements of this institution,* 
has reached us, together with the eighth annual report, which was 
read at a general meeting of its supporters, on the 19th January last. 
It appears that seventy-eight pupils have been admitted since the 
opening of the establishment in 1828, of whom twenty-four have 
left, six have died, -and forty-eight are now remaining. Of these, 
twenty-three are men, twelve boys, seven women, and six girls. 
Boys under sixteen and girls under eighteen reside in the house ; 
the adults of both sexes are employed as day- workers, and are 
paid wages at the same rate as other work-people would be paid, 
but a gratuity is given monthly as a reward for industry. It 
would appear from one of the items of revenue, that those who live 
in the house pay towards their own support, 71L lis, being stated 
as the * amount of board from pupils ;' but neither the scale of 
charge nor' the number who reside in the house is given, though we 
infer, from a classification of labour in which boys and girls are 
distinguished from men and women, that the number may be 
eighteen. Indeed, the statistical details of the report are in several 
instances imperfect ; they give, for instance, the amount of the sale 
of the manufactured articles for the years 1833 and 1834, but do 
not state the cost of the raw materials, which would have enabled 
us to ascertain the amount of their profitable labour. Instead 
of this we have an item, * loss on manufacturing, 17/. Il«. Id,* If 
the blind labourers are only paid like other workmen, we cannot 
understand this item. Leaving these points, however, as matters 
for local consideration, we are much pleased with the methods of in- 
struction adopted, and the objects to which they are directed. An al- 
phabet, formed of different kinds of knots, placed at different inter- 
vals, had been invented by two young men, both blind, in the Asylum 
at Edinburgh. This has been adopted with very great success, and 
parts of the New Testament have been prepared, (the string being 
•wound round a horizontally revolving-frame,) which children of 
eight years of age can read with great facility ; and other blind 
persons have corresponded in this way both with the seeing and 
the blind ; it also forms a means of communication between 
the blind and the deaf and dumb, which has been exhibited at 
several of the annual meetings at Glasgow. Arithmetic is also 
taught by this contrivance, * the ten numerals being represented by 
one characteristic pin, according as it is placed. It is simply a pen- 
tagon, with a projection at one end on an angle, and at the other end 
on a side. Being placed in aboard, (pierced with pentagonal holes 
to fit the piQ,) with a corner projection to the left hand upper cor- 
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ner of the hole, it represents 1 ; proceeding to the right hand upper 
corner it is three ; the next corner in succession (t. e. the right hand 
side,) is 5 ; the next (or hottom) 7 ; and the last 9. In like mamiet 
the side projection, by being turned to the sides of the hole progres- 
sively, give 2, 4, 6, 8, 0. The size of the board used at the Asy- 
lum is 16 by 12 inches, and contains above 400 holes, kept about 
a quarter of an inch separate.' Geography is taught by means of 
a globe, very ingeniously constructed by Mr. Alston, the treasurer 
of the institution, for the purpose. It is nine feet and a half in 
circumference. The water is made smooth, and the other parts 
are in relief; the earth is rendered rough by a coating of fine sand, 
the rivers are denoted by smooth lines, the mountains by a range of 
elevations, and towns by a small brass knob. The degrees are 
appropriately distinguished, and all the other appendages are pro- 
vided, ^only so modified as to enable the blind to solve geogra- 
phical problems, nndfeel their way upon it, with as much precision 
as those who have eyes, and can see their way upon globes of the 
usual construction.' Very satisfactory proofs of the efficacy of 
these methods have been given at the annual examinations, and 
much pains appear to be taken in cultivating the minds of the 
pupils, not only by these means, but by oral instruction. 

ScoKE, Perthshire. — The following extract from a late num- 
ber of the * Printing Machine* shows at what a very small 
cost parish libraries may be established, and at how small an 
expense a fund of entertainment and instruction may he provided 
by all who are desirous of so doing. This plan seems to us better 
calculated to do good than the establishment of gratuitous libra- 
ries. Here the contributor has a feeling of independence; he 
has a voice in the selection of the books, and avoids the distaste 
of having instruction thrust upon him, of being schooled as it 
were; in fact, by following his own inclination, instructed and 
modified by intercourse with his companions, he is far more likely 
to acquire, practically, useful knowledge, whether in literature, 
or science, than by any other course. " Towards the close of the 
year just ended, 1834, it was thought by some persons who take 
an interest in the parish of Scone, that with such a population 
a library might be formed on a small and cheap scale, to which 
every parishiover might be invited to become a subscriber. 
Several years ago the same thing had been attempted in the dis- 
senting congregation, but it had not succeeded, because, as is 
alleged, the books were exclusively religious. It was determined 
that in this case there should be no such limitation. The only ob- 
jection to the formation of a library that anybody started, was the 
facility with which books could be obtained from some of the libra- 
ries in Perth ; but it was thought by the promoters of the parish 
library, that greater interest would be taken by the people in a 
collection of books exclusively belonging to themselves ; and that 
many might be brought to read, when they could obtain books 
within the village, and in their working dress^ who would not 
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make the preparation requisite for going to Perth, or take the 
trouble of seeking after books among strangers. The great diffi- 
culty is to get country people to make even the slightest exertion 
beyond that ordinary routine to which they have been as it were 
mechanically accustomed from their infancy. After calling several 
meetings of the inhabitants, the library has been set on foot ; but 
it has not yet been joined, it is confidently believed, by one-third 
of those who will ultimately become members. The entry-money 
was fixed so low. as 2s, for every individual, and 6d. per quarter. 
Books were bought as soon as the sum so collected amounted to 
61, In making purchases, the committee of subscribers experienced 
the benefit of the present cheap rate at which books can be bought. 
The library already possesses several volumes of * Constable's Mis- 
cellany,' of Oliver and Boyd's * Cabinet Library,' of the books 
published by the Society for the Diffusion of Knowledge, of the 
• Family Library,' and of Bentley's • Standard Novels.' The object 
in purchasing books is to select those which contain much in small 
compass, either by a process of condensation in respect of thought, 
or at least of letter-press. There have also been bought several of 
the new publications by the Book Society for promoting Religious 
Knowledge. But. it is obvious that a sufficient number of books 
could not have been obtained at first from the very small funds. 
It was therefore proposed that any of the members who happened 
to have such books as they could spare, and as might be generally 
interesting, should give or lend them to the library. The result 
of this proposal has been most successful ; upwards of 100 books, 
some consisting of several volumes — one, for instance, of sixteen, 
one of ten, several of four, three, or two, have been sent in, the 
names of which are all printed in the catalogue. There is, there- 
fore, at a mere trifle of expense, provided ample reading for all the 
present subscribers ; and as the pleasure of perusing entertaining 
and instructive books becomes more generally known and felt by 
experience, there can be no doubt that the funds will greatly in- 
crease, if the people could be persuaded to regard reading not as 
a task but as a luxury, it would certainly prevail much more ge- 
nerally than it does." 



Winchester School. — On making the best inquiry that we 
can, we are informed that Dr. Williams, upon his promotion to 
the office of head-master, made great changes with regard to 
fagging in commoners, but that the system still exists among the 
boys upon the foundation in its original form. 
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Abbott's Teacher, review of| 125-« 
135 ; advantage of engagini^ pupils to 
inittruct themselveB, 126 ; importauca 
of interestiii)^ them in their studies, 
128 ; difficulties not to be disguised, 
130; dialogue illustrative of Mr. 
Abbotfs system of moral discipline, 
132 

Aschylus, Scholefield's Appendix to, 
review of, 110 — 117; remarks on 
Mailer's, 118— 122 

Airy, Professor, Lalande medal ad- 
judged to, 179 

Algebra, Peacock's Treatise on, obser- 
vations arising out of, and review of, 
91—110; and 293— 311; on ex- 
tending ihe meaning of terms, 92 ; 
value of authority, 94 ; simplifica- 
tion of the mathematical sciences, 
96 ; end proposed in teaching algebra, 
97 ; relation of arithmetic to algebra, 
98; use of algebra, 101; generali- 
zation, 102; meaning of algebraical 
signs, 103 ; extension of the meaning 
of terms, 294; supposed miiitakes 
and absurdities, 296; review of Mr. 
Peacock^s treatise, 297 ; decree in 
which the work is suitable for the 
elementary student, 298 ; and for the 
more advanced student, 300 ; science 
of suggestion, 302; Mr. Warren's 
Treatise, 303 

Algiers, state of education in, 174 

Allen, W., evidence of, with respect to 
educating the children of different 
religious denominations together, 
220 

Althans,H., evidence of, with respect to 
normal schools, 233 

America, on the state of education in, 
312 — 327 ; notice of the " American 
Annals of Education and Instruc- 
tion," 312; education not under the 
superintendence of the general go- 
vernment, 313; manner in which 
education is provided for in the dif- 
ferent States, 314 ; advantages of a 
uniform system under the superin- 
tendence of government, 317; pre- 
sent system of education in the dif- 
ferent States, 318 ; want of education 
in some of the States, 322; effect of 
the interference of government in the 
common schools, 323; American 
associations for extending education, 
324 ; objections to the interference of 
governments, 326 

Argovia, elementary schools in, 159 



Arithmetic, on teaching the elements of^ 
272—280 ; method of teaching nu- 
meration, 272 ; of teaching addition, 
273 ; subtraction, 275 ; multiplica- 
tion, 277 ; division, 279 

Arnault, M., clause in the will of, ad- 
dressed to the French Academy, 
349 

Athens, on the situation of Lycabettus 
near, 165 

Aubiu, Air., his establishment for the 
poor at Norwood, 48 

Austria, state of education in, 360 

Basle-ChampaigU) substance of a new 
law to regulate national schools in, 
354 ^ 

Bath Education Society, observations 
on the principle o^ 186 ; Bath Free 
Grammar School, account of, 183 

Bavaria, admission into the High 
Schools of, 157 

BelgiUm, Free University in, 150; 
ordinances for the establishment of a 
national museum and the encourage- 
ment of fine arts in, 351 

Berlin, royal grant for improving the 
university buildings in, 157; num- 
ber of students at the university of. 
358 

Bern, university of, appointment of 
medical professors in, 159; state of 
the Bern and Ziirich Universities, 
354 

Beverley Grammar School, account of| 
375 

Bibliotheca Classica, by Dymock, no- 
tice concerning, 148 

Birmingham Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb, abstract of report of, 
187 

Bishop of London, observations by, on 
the principle of the Bath Education 
Society, 186 ; evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
different religious denominations to- 
gether, 214; evidence of, with respect 
to normal schools, 233 

Bulton, in Lanca^ihire, statement about 
the schools of, 72 

Bradford, formation of a mechanics* 
library at, 378 

Breslaw, " Franke Foundation" of, es- 
tablishments comprised in, 358 

Brighton, plan for educating the 
daughters of poor clergymen at, 186 

British and Foreign School Society^ 
debt of^ 183 
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Brdughani, Lord, evidence of. With 
respect to normal schools, 233 ; with 
respect to a national system of pri- 
mary education, 238 ; with respect 
to compulsory education, 239 
Brussels, adult female school at, 331 
Bulwer, Mr., remarks by, on defects of 
character occasioned by the system 
pursued at our public schools, 89 

Camberwell Collegiate or Proprietary 
School, 374 

Cambridge Philosophical Society, 
meeting of, proceedings at, 179 

Cambridge University intelligence, 1 77 y 
370 

Canterbury Philosophical and Literary 
Institution, notice of, 1 87 

Cape of Good Hope, account of emi- 
grants sent out to, by the Children's 
Friend Society, 174, 367 

Carlisle, Rev. J., evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
different religious aenominations to- 
other, 224 

Children, Mr. Smith's garden-allot- 
ments to, 182 

Childretl's Friend Society, account of 
the emigrants sent out to the Cape 
of Good Hope by, 174, 367 

Chillingham, Durham, grants for the 
building of schools in the pariah of, 
378 

Chimney-Sweepers, establishment of a 
school for, at Brighton, 376 

Clark, Rev. O., evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
different religious denominations to- 
gether, 218 

Constantinople, description of the in- 
habitants of, 364 

Cotton, Rev. W., evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
difrerent religious denominations to- 
gether, 216 

Crossley, J, T., evidence of, with re- 
spect to educating the children of dif- 
ferent religious denominations toge- 
ther, 233 ; with respect to normal 
schools, 233 

Darmstadt, schools in, 151 

De Beaumont and De Toqueville, sub- 
stance of their Report on education 
in the State of New York, 56 

Denmark, establishments for education 
in, 170; population of, 171 

Devon and Kxeter Savings* Banks, 
statements concerning, 63; large 
amount of deposits for children m, 
64; larger proportionate amount of 
deposits in Devonshire than in any 
other part of England, 65 



Dublin, Trinity College, examinations 

at, 189 
Dunn, Henry, evidence of, with respect 

to educating the children of different 

religious denominations together, 

223 ; with respect to normal schools, 

229 
Dupuytren, M., munificent bequests of, 

350 
Dymock's Bibliotheca Classica, notice 

concerning, 146 

Edinburgh Sessional School, account of 
the, 11 

Edinburgh, female university at, 168 

Education, extracts from the Report of 
the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons on the state of, 213 — 243 ; 
evidence with respect to educating the 
children of different religious denomi- 
nations together, 214; summary of 
the evidence, 225 ; evidence for and 
against infant schools, 227 ; evidence 
with respect to normal schools, 
229$ union of labour with study, 
234 ; evidence of Professor Pillans 
with respect to singing and drawing, 
236 ; evidence of Lord Brougham 
with respect to a national system of 
primary education, 238 ; his evidence 
on compulsory education, 239; ge- 
neral observations on the manage- 
ment of schools, 241 

Egypt, progress of education in, 366 

Elegantiae Latinse, critical notice of, 
122—125 

Etchilhampton, Wilts, school-room 
opened at, 160 

Etymological Researches, by Dr. Pott, 
review of, 327 — 337 ; affinity of lan- 
guages, 329 ; Sanscrit roots, 330 ; re- 
lations between the Greek and Latin, 
332 ; Indo-Germanic languages, 
333 ; etymology and import of proper 
names in ancient oriental history and 
geography, 334; Perrian names be- 
ginning with Arta and Arioj 336 

Female university at Edinburgh, notice 
of, 188; substance of Dr. Cantor's 
lecture on female education, 379 

Females, project of a plan for the edu- 
cation of, 27 — 45 ; deficiency of the 
present system of female education, 
28 ; advantages of a general system 
under the su|ierintendence of govern- 
ment, 31 ; infant schools for poor 
females from two to six years of age, 
33 { elementary schools for poor fe- 
males from six to twelve, 36 ; schools 
of industry for poor females above 
twelve, 38; importance of normal 
Bchoolsi 39 ; prittdpleB on whieh the 
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nonnal i chools should be condiieted, 
40 

Flo^gtn^ and fagt;ixi(r at public schools, 
observations on, 84 — 90; Montaip^ne's 
opinion of coq)oral punishment, 85 ; 
flog);in|i^ of scholars censured by 
Quinctilian, 85 ; account of the fa;;- 
llinf^ system at Winchester school, 
86 ; defects of character occasioned 
by the fajcging system, 88 

France, abstract of the budget of the 
Minister of Public Instruction, 349 

Freiberg, Switzerland, Jesuits' academy 
at, 158 

French Academy, clause in the will of 
M. Arnault addressed to the, 349 

Genoa, university of, [lofessors and 
students in the, 356 

Giessen, students in, 151 

Gin-shops, corruption of children in, 
180 ; table of number of persons vi- 
siting, 181 

Glasgow University, Lord Stanley 
elected Lord Rector of, 189; account 
of the Glasgow Asylum for the 
Blind, 379 

Gloucester National School to be a 
Central or Model Institution, 377 

Gottingen, sum given towards the 
erection of the new university build- 
ings at, 360 

Greece, Thiersch's actual state of, re- 
view of, 135 — 148 ; establishment of 
national schools in, 1 65 

Halifax Sunday School Union, 374 

Hanover, constitution of, September, 
1833, 155; money ap^>li.ed to pur- 
poses of religion and education in, 
155; schools in, 156 

Harrow School, observations on the 
rides and orders for the regulation of, 
75 — 83 ; account of John Lyon's 
foundation, and observations on his 
statutes and regulations, 75 ; sum- 
mary of proceedings in the Rolls' 
Court as to this school, 80 ; remarks 
on the decision of the court, 83 

Hayleybury, East India College at, 374 

Heidelberg in old times, 356 

Hesse, Grand Duchy of, educational 
reform in, 359 

Holbeck Youth's Guardian Society, 
notice of, 377 

Holland, Dr., observations by, on pro- 
vincial medical schools, 180 

Hungary, protestant college at De- 
breczin in, 361 

Huyghens, correspondence of, 151 

Infant schools, evidence for and against, 

227 
Ireland, national education in, obser- 



vations on, 193 to 213; commission 
appointed for the superintendence of, 
193 ; returns presented to the House 
of Commons, 1 94 ; table of number 
of schools, schoLirs, &c. in each 
county of Ireland, 197; regulations 
of the commissioners with respect to 
religious instruction, 200 ; corre- 
spondence between the commissioners 
and the Synod of Ulster on that sub- 
ject, 202; number of clergymen of 
different denominations who have 
applied for grants in aid of schools, 
204; books prepared by the com- 
missioners for the use of schools, 
206; example of exercises, 209; 
treatise on arithmetic, 210 ; treatise 
on geometry, 211 ; elements of book- 
keeping, 212 
Jena, university of, students at, 154 
Jewish schools, notice respecting, 350 
Johnson, Rev. W., evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
difierent religious denominations to- 
gether, 215; with respect to nonnal 
schools, 229 
Julius, Rev. Henr}', evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
different religious denominations to- 
gether, 222 



King's College, London, intelligence 
relating to, 372 

Latin and Greek exercbes, observations 
on the writing of, 262—271 ; ob- 
jections to the usual system of writ- 
ing exercises, 263 ; plan proposed to 
be substituted, 265 ; example of the 
manner in which a teacher may 
make exercises, 269 ; comparative 
advantages of writing exercises and 
reading classical authors, 270 

Law Students in France, 150 

Llampeter, St. David's College at, 
notice concerning, 188 

London University, abstract of the an- 
nual report of, 37 1 

Lucem^ canton of, number of schools 
iu, 355 

Lycabettus, on the situation of, 165 

Lyon, John, rules and orders of, for 
the regulation of Harrow school, 75 

Lyons, academy of, notice respecting, 
348 

Madrid, state of education, literature, 

and arts in, 161 
Manchester Mechanics' Institute, reso* 

lution passed by the, 378 
Mansfield, formation of a parochial 

library at, 377 
Manwood, Roger, free-school of, at 

Sandwich, 256 
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Mechlin, University of, 161 

Medical Provincial Schools, ohserva- 
tions on, hy Dr. Holland, 180 

Menars, present state of the schools at, 
164 

Montaigne's opinion of corporal pu- 
nishment, 85 

Moscow, institution in, for teaching the 
oriental languages, 167 

Miiller's iSschylus, remarks on, 118<— 

. 122 

Munich university, state of, and regu- 
lations at, 358 ; system of instruction 
at the Munich Greek school, 359 

Naples, state of education in, 160 
Nassau, institution for the education of 

teachers in, 154 
Nauplia, state of literature in, 164 
New York, state of, on the system of 
public instruction in the, 56 — 61 ; 
public school- funds created by the 
legislature, 56 ; local school-funds, 
58 ; distribution of schools and num- 
ber of scholars in the State, 59 ; 
working of the New York system, 60 
New York, university of the city of, 
notice of, and list of professors in, 1 73 
Normal schools, evidence with respect 
to, 229 

Oxford University intelligence, 176, 369 

Parish-poor children, on the education 
of, under the Poor-Law Amendment 
Act, 45 — 55 ; powers given to the 
commissioners, 45; elements of the 
pauper population, 46 ; corruption of 
workhouses, 46 ; Mr. Aubin's esta- 
blishment for the poor at Norwood, 
48 ; power given to the commissioners 
to establish workhouses and issue 
regulations for them, 49 ; this power 
might be applied to the establish- 
ment of schools, 50 ; how the educa- 
tion of the poor should be conducted, 
51 

Parker's Progressive Exercises in Eng- 
lish Composition, review of, 338 — 
34^; Mr. Parker's answer to the 
charge of plagiarism, 338; charge 
a^nst Mr. J. R. Priestley, 341 

Pans, royal printing press at, 149 ; 
statistics of education in the public 
institutions of, 348 ; students in the 
University of, 351 

Parish schools, application of poor-rates 
to the support of, 374 

Pays de Vaud, schools in the, 159 

Peacock's Treatise on Algebra, obser- 
vations arising out of, and review of, 
91 to 110, and 293 to 311 
Jam. — ApiiiL, 1835. 



Pillions, Professor, observations by, on 
the qualifications necessary in a 
schoolmaster, 18; evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
different religious denominations to- 
gether, 218; with respect to normal 
schools, 231 ; with respect to. the 
union of labour with mental study, 
234 ; with respect to singing and 
drawing, 236 

Pott's Etymological Researches, review 
of, 327—337 

Presbyteries in Scotland, remarks on 
the judicial powers of, 23 

Proprietary Grammar Schools, obser- 
vations on, 254 — 262 ; proprietary 
schools compared with others, 255; 
West Riding school, 256 ; free-school 
of Roger Manwood in Sandwich, 256 ; 
tenure of school property, 258 ; in- 
terference of proprietors, 258; regu- 
lations of West Riding school, 259 ; 
principles on which it is proposed to 
be conducted, 260 ; division of youths 
into two classes, 261 

Prussia, examination previous to ma- 
triculation in the universities of, 156 ; 
Bible societies in, 157; population 
of, 157 

Public schools, on the discipline - of, 
280 — ^292; flogging a necessary part 
of school discipline, 282; treatment 
of older boys, 285 ; fagging indis- 
pensable in large schools, 286 ; false 
representation, with regard to Win- 
chester school, 288 ; fagging not a 
degrading system, 290 ; difficulty of 
teaching Christianity in a large 
school, 291 

Rouen, Society of Emulation at, 348 

Russia, account of the university of 
Kiew in, 167 ; travelling scholars in, 

.. 168 ; account of the Kubatshine re- 
public in, 169 ; magnetic and me- 
teorological institutions in, 363 ; ac- 
count of the serfs iu, 363 

Russian Cunversations-Lexikon, 167 

Salisbury Mechanics' Institute, notice 
of, 187 

Sardinia, scholastic establishments in, 
159 

Savings' Banks, observations on, 62 — 
66 ; statement of the Devon and 
Exeter Savings' Banks, 63 

Savoy, state of education in, 159 

Saxony, grammar schools in, 151 ; stu- 
dents' dress in, 152; book trade in, 
152 ; grants for the promotion of 
education and science in, 153 ; gym- 
nasia in, 155; pedagogic society in, 
356 2 
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Seholefldd'f Appendix to JRtehylvm, 
review of, no— 117 

Soone, Perthshire, establishment of 
parish libraries at, 380 

Scotland, elementarjr edacation in, ob- 
servations 00, 1 — 26 ; establishment 
and regulation of parish schools, 2 ; 
former condition of the schoolmasters, 
5 ; want of a sufficient number of 
parish schools, 8; measures recom- 
mended for increasing their number 
and efficiency, 10; account of the 
Edinburgh sessional school, 1 1 ; esta- 
blishment of schools in imitation of 
it, 13; measures suggested for se- 
curing competent schoolmasters, 16 ; 
observations by Professor Pillans on 
the qualifications of schoolmasters, 
18; schools for the education of 
teachers recommended, 19; qualifi- 
cations and emoluments of the Scotch 
schoolmasters, 20 ; judicial powers 
of presbyteries, 23; promotion of 
education by the church of Scotland, 
25 

Scotland, General Assembly's Schools 
in, 378 

Siberia, BchwA at Troiafco-Ssawak in, 
362 

Sicilies, the Two, state of education in, 
355 

Sidney Sussex College, mathematical 
exhibitioners in, 179 

Silesia, seminaries in, 157« 

Silkston, Yorkshire, free-school at, 188 

Singing, observations on teaching, 243 
—253, natural capabilities to be 
first attended to, 244; purity of 
tone, 245 ; mode of practising the 
scale, 245; exercises for the voice, 
247 ; execution, 248 ; adaptation of 
words to the music, 249 ; ornamental 
part, 250 ; style of singing, 252 

Southwark Lit^ary Society, notice of, 
183 

Spain, royal decree to regulate public 
instruction in, 162; royal order to 
establish Lancasterian[sehools in, 163 

Staines, establishment of a society for 
the promotion of science and litera- 
ture at, 373 

Statistics of education in England, 66 
— 74 ; government questions sent to 
all places in England and Wales, 
66; observations on the questions, 
69 ; statement about the schools of 
Bolton in Lancashire, 72 

Stereotype printing, on the invention 
of, 352 

Strasburg, school for the children of 
beggars at, 350 



Teacher, Abbott's, review of, 125—135 
Teachers in elementary schools in 

France, 149 
Thiersch's Actual State of Greece, re- 
view of, 135 — 148 ; statement of the. 
circumstances which led to his mis* 
sion to Greece, 135; character of 
Capodistria, 137; view of the .popu- 
lation of Greece, 139; eeneral de- 
scription of its surface, 148 
.Tiibingen university, number of stu- 
dents at, 154 
Turkey, state of education in, 172 
Turkish school, description of aj 365 

Universities of Belgium, Holland, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Austria, Russia, 
Sweden and Norway, and Denmark, 
tabular statement of, 343—347 

Wallachiai progress of education in, 
362 

Warren's ** Treatise on the Geometrical 
Representation of the Square Roots 
of negative Quantities,*' observations 
on, 318 

Westreenen van Tiellandt, Baron, re- 
searches o^ on the invention of 
stereotype printing, 352 

West Riding Proprietary School, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire, observations 
arising out of the report of, 254— 
262 

Wigram, Rev. J. C, evidence of, with 
respect to educating the children of 
different religious denominations to- 
gether, 215 

Winchester school, accotint of the 
system of fagging at, 86 ; subsequent 
notice relating to that system, 190 ; 
another notice concerning, 381 

Wood, Rev. J., evidence of, with respect 
to educating the children of different 
religious denominations together,222 

WoodJsridge's American Annals of 
Education and Instruction, review of, 
285—300 

Worcester, grants for the erection of a 
school-room at, 377 

Wright, W., evidence of, with respect 
to the union of labour with mental 
study, 235 

Wlirtember^, examination for admission 
into a university ft, 153 

Ziirich, canton of, schools in, 159 ; 
seminary for educating masters in, 
353 ; teachers in the university of, 
159 
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